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A     S  H  O  E  T 

AC    C    O    UN    t 

O  F    T  H  E 

Birth,  Parentage,  and  Chalraaer  of  therc^ 
verend  Mr.  Thomas  Ha  i.y»uK  ton, 
with  foaie  other  Circumfkntces  6£  his 
Life,  and  lad  Words  on  his  Death-Bed. 

MR.  Tit^fiiAs  HAi-Y>ukT6N>  pro- 
fcflbr  of  dlviiMfy  in  the  New  Col- 
lege of  St.  Andrew^s,  A^as  born  at 
BapItA,  in  the  pariihof  Aberdaigy,  Decern. 
a5tii>  1674,  0*  worttiy  ami  golly  parenW, 
Mr.  George  Halyb«rton,  and  Margaret  Play- 
fere.  His  father  was  defcended  of  the  ft- 
iwly  of  PUcur,  indie  county  of  Aftgiis;  tmd 
wa«  minifter  of  the  parifh  e>f  Aberdalcy  ih 
the  Pfesbytcry  of  Perth,  out  of  which  he 
was  (Rested  by  the  then  government,  in  the 
year  1662,  as  about  360  more  mm»Aer$ 
were  alfo,  famitiarjy  witliout  any  legal  pro- 
cefs,  (itttply  for  non-conformiey  to  Prelacy. 
life.  George  Halyburton,  who  was  then 
bt&op  ef  Donkeld^  and  had  been  a  2ealous 
Cioveoawrer,  fuddenly  became  fi>  forward  for 
die  national  defeflion,  and  fo  cruet  a  perfe^ 
ctftor  of  his  onc«  fellow-presby ter»,  that  he 
would  not  fpare  him  more  than  otheri,  tho^ 
be  wa«  his  near  kinfman,  but  tumed  him 
Mt  of  his  charge  r  and  y^  that  prelate  waji 
ksuct  weU^^'M-n^  m  his  ne(t>  v/h^n  the  Lor4 
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fcnate  hinafelf -jwith  fo^e  fickneft,-i  of  which 
hcTdied,*  'and  Went  to' his  place/" 

Immediately  after  he  \^s  thus  perfecut- 
ed,.thac  choice  and  pious  gemlemani  the  fole 
Tleretor  of  the  faid  parifh;  who  was  one  a- 
cinoi^  a-^thorffand  in  ftfcH-anevil  time,  '*and 
nafieiVard  fuferedmuch  fornon-confornnity, 
gave  him  a  houfe  to  dw^U  ip  it  Pupliii|^  be- 
fide  hhnfelf,  was  his  ordinary  hearer,  and, 
-whi^e^helived* .  Aftwed  -no  findll  kindnefs  to 
,him,  u4iich .  deferves  a  thankful  remcmbcr- 
4ince  from,  his  relations. 

'  IJis  father  never  repented  his  faithfulnefs 

,in  adhering,  to;  the  covenanted  work  of  re- 

foi;matiori^  but  rqoiced  that  he  had  been  ho- 

.noured  tp  fufFer  on  that  account  j  and  when 

he;  fell  afleep.in  the  Lord,  ift  the  year  1 6Bzi, 

in  the  ^^  year  of  hii  age,  he  died  in  the  faith 

«f  this,  that  God  would  deliver  this  churcji 

from  the  th^n  (ore  perfecution  it  was  under. 

His  mother  was  daughter  to  Mr.  Andrew 

.I^layferci  the  firft  minilter  of  Abejdalgy  pa- 

rifla  aftCR.the  reformation  from  Popery,   to 

whom  hev, husband  fucceeded  a  little  before 

the  reftqration  of  Prelacy..     She  waS'  allied 

40  fomeof|t}>p  beft  families  in  the  kingdom, 

by  the,  mot|ier ;    of  which,  here  I  fhall  for- 

bj?ar;,3jpaxrii3ular. account:  but^  which  vi^a$ 

.  their  JF^rgi?^;?t,^r;glory,  both  of  th^n^  from 

flvQtr'joy]d}  up,^  vyere  truly  religious 

j>^  Hi$  Jttothejr^xcellqd  many  of  her  own  fex 

^r.Jfi^yiege  pf  jh^  ^riMiples.of  religion; 
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THE,  AUTHOR' J  MP«.  A  m^ 
apd  an  uncommon  memory  of  the  lof  ipfur^s;*; 
flie  would  have  exaJSly  repeated  many  pf : 
the  choicte*ft  chapters  ot  the  bible.  r 

They  had  a  numerous  family,   no  left , 
than  eleven  children,  and  very.fickly ;    all 
of  them  died  young,    except  their  elded, 
daughter  Janet,  and  this  their  fon  Mr*  Tho*- 
mas;  but  toTweeten  thefe  trials,  they  had 
peculiar  comfort  in  the  death  of  their  chil*. 
dren ;  (bme,  even  of  the  youngeft  of  them, 
gave  Cngular  evidences  of  their  dying  in  the 
Lord,  which  feme  yet  alive  well  mind. 

When  his  father  died,  he  was  happy  to 
be  under  the  care  of  fuch  a  mother:  the  e-* 
pifcopal  perfecutjon  for  non-conformity  daily 
growing,  fhe,*with  her  fon  in-la\V,. and  daugh- 
ter, were  forced,!  for  their  fafety,  to  \vithT 
draw  to  Holland,  took  him  along:  with  them; 
while  he  was  very  young :  he  quickly  learn^i 
ed  the  Dutch,  andwent  to  ErafmUs'  fchool 
to  learn  the  Latin  :  there  they  fojourned  till* 
Auguft  1687,  at  which  time  they  returned 
horae,.;narcowry.'efcaping  fliipwrack..  -       » 

At  their  return,  he  went  to. the  fchool^ 
and  afterwards^ to  the  unlycrfity,:  where  he 
made  great  proficiency  beyoAdmany  of  hiit 
equals.  Wiien^he  had  finifhed,  his  courfe^ 
there^.  he  enteredj  chaplain  to  a  noble  faoii*. 
ly,  where  one  that  had  been- his  fcbool-fclf 
bfw/  and  had  drunk  in  the.  prihjcifles.of  the 
Deifts,  began  xo-  natrack  hioii  ohthat  iidep. 
wlii<;h  obJ}gedhim,.inj:hi  htgianiogpf  hit> 
■  i  "  a  3 "  ftudies, 
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ihuiKeSy  to  rMd  chat  controverfy  oirefaBy ; 
and  what  progref^  he  made  m  this,  wilt  ap- 
pear from  his  b6ok  agaifift  the  Delfls.  lie 
Cduid  not  attend  leflE>ns  of  divinity  in  any  of 
our  colleges,  while  in  that  family ;  aadtho' 
he  had  read  divinity  only  two  years,  the 
presbytery  of  Kirkatdic  importnned  him  co 
enter  on  triak,  and  he  waslieenfed  bj'  them 
topreach,  Jtane  aad,  1699. 

He  was  fettled  minifler  in  Ceres  panih^ 
May  ift,  1700- 

In  1 70 1 ,  he  was  married  wi th  JanetWatfon, 
3Yirtuo«%and  {nous  gentlewoman,  daughter 
to  Mr.  David  W^tfon,  an  heretor  in  the  parifh 
of  St«  Andrews^  a  gealous  good  man,  and 
one  that  faffered  much  in  the  late  timeg  for 
non-conformity.  HisrelW  furvivedhiro,whh 
6k  children,  one  ion,  aad  five  daughters, 
bafide  two  ions  and  a  daughter  that  died* 

Some  few  years  after  his  fetclement  at  Cc^ 
ree,  his  health  broke,  ^nd  his  indifpofitioa 
daily  incrcafed,  fo  that  he  was  hardly,  able 
to  go  through  his  miniiterial  work  in  that 
large  parifh. 

.  In  April  1710,  having  received  a  patent 
&om  her  msjeity,  and  an  invitation  fVom  the 
presbytery/ he  was  tr^nfported  by  the  iyaod 
of  Fife,  16  be  profeflbr  of  divinity  iu  the 
^few  College  of  St,  And»w*s, 
'  Being  admitted  profei&r,  he  enjoyed  not 
much  ibund  health  in  the  exerciie  of  that 
oificej  for  in  (fa^  beginning  of  April  171 1, 

he 
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he  was  {vtAdtxAy  fetzed  with  a  dangenoDS  (ick- 
nefs  and  pleuriiy ,  which  cbUged  the  {diyfi* 
cians,  at  ieverall  times,,  co  cake  from  him  a^^ 
bout  44  QtiBries  of  blood :  he  recovered  and 
went  aibroftd  agam^  but  bis  Mrafted  body  ne^ 
Tcr  attainad  the  (maH  ftrength  he  had  befcre 
this  iicknd^ ;  &ortly  afc^  his  arms  and  legs 
became  a  iictle  bentmrnad  and  in(en(ible>  as 
aiib  fwdAtd^  Whkh,  ut  hk  deaths  increatiied 
greatly. 

To  his  fucceflbr  in  the  parifli  he  was  tranf 
ported  from,  he  faid,  *'  I  have  this  to  fay, 
^^  as  to  my  congregation.  That  |>eopie  were 
*^  my  cho^fis !  with  much  peaoeand  pleasure 
**  I  preached  as  I  could,  though  ncs  as  I 
'*  fliouid,  ithe  ^fpel  of  J^fu^  Cbrift ;  thougH 
"  hi  ^H  diings  I  o^n  myielf  to  have  iinhed 
^  exceedmglybelbre  the  Lord;  yet  I. Jib ve 
^  peace,  chat  I  aimed,  ^widi  concern,  at  leai^ 
^  ing  chem  to  the  Lord  Jiefiis ;  and  Anoiker 
^^  foundatidu^cun  >no  man  lay.  I  hope  you 
■*  will  fcuMaahxhteir  fame  fotaAdatidn:  and 
**  as  yotii^^itl  in  that  wayfave  yx>ur  own 
''  foul,  fo'it  is  the  way  to  fave  them  that 
**  hear  you.  From  expcrJeoie.  J  caaifey; 
"  That  «he  purfiung  this  iiwcerely  is  the 
*'  wayiofalv^tion.  Sigi^ifyio  them.  That 
^  if  k  pfeafe  the  Lord  to  t6ke  me  away,  I 
^  die  rejoicing  in  the  faith  anld  profe/fion  of 
'*  what  iofr  ppcached  t0them<uf»deralow 
^  (late  of  ^dy ;  and  ^khoutl  this  I  cmild 
'**  rha-ve  no  tteiief*  I  w^>uld  ha^^  aiy  fclk 
a  4  r-      V  ^^ 
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«^  underftand.  That  ttaitgofpel  which  I  rts-' 

*'  commended  to  then^,  if  itisinotreceivedi 

*',  it  willf  be  a  wiinefe  againft  :them.^' 

•    His  fuc^cilbr  faid,  *'  I  am  pw'fuaded  you 

^'  have  feals  to  your  miniftry  in  khat  parifli.'' 

He  anfweted,  "  We  are  like  dur  maftec^ 

^'  y^/  fin  the  fill  and  riftng  again  ^f  many^-r-^ 

f*  Though  we  ca'n  reach  no  niore,,  if  o^e  are 

*'  f^thfui,  tbeyifiaUhmw  that  ipt0f bet  bi^ 

_  *'  been  among  them^^  .  ^ 

'    When  he  was  dpfired  to  ly  quiets  and  try 

if  he  could  get  reft,  he  anfwered,  "  No,  no? 

">  Ihodld  lly  hete  altogether  ufelefs?  jhouli 

^y  «ot  1  foenithe  laft  bit  of  my  ftrength  to 

Y  <  Ihew  forth  his  glory.'^.  He.  held  up  his 
hands  and  faid^/'  Lame  hands  arid  Jbme  legs/ 
.**  biit  fee  a  lame  man  leaping  and  rejoicing.'^ 
'^ .  JPinding  Ijitnfelf  very  low^  he^ook  ferewei 
o£  his  wife  and  children,  (alutkig  the;m  all  pne 

^"by  one,  ind  fpokfc  particularly  to  each  of  thenft. 
ITheniiicj/fakl,  '*  A  kind  and  affeflionate  \yiffc 
?'  .you  havifcfaeen  ta  me,  thci^rd  blefe  5ifott^ 
ff>  and  hefba'Uiblefsypu.  Jaminomone  thine, 
ff  lam  theLtatd>$.  Ircmemberion  tbeday  I 
,"  took  ybu:  by  the  hand*  I  fchoAgbt  on  paw- 

V  ing  with  you  ;jbut-,  Q!  I  wiftnot  bovv  to 
f f  gfet  my  heart  off  you  .agiio, ;  but  now  I 
f  ,got  itdotte*.;WiU  aot  you: give. toe^to^ithe 
1*  iirord,  raydcar?f^'  Then  Wrig  her  Viery 
fcdi  h«  iaid,  r?^My:dear,,do.ng^  wuep ;  .you 
L^'rflipuld  rather  rejoice :  .Rejwe^vnlhfnt*, 
1*' mi^ let Hs: eficabbis  mme  Ugether.  O  wait . 
4;.   •  ^    .  *'  upon 

_^^^  Digitized  by  dOOQlC 


THE  AVTKOR'S  J-IPE.  .       ix. 

upon  him !    for  he  is  a  good  God  to  his* 
own  j-^nd  he  never  takes  any  thing  froih 
them  but  he  gives  them  as  good,  and  bct-^ 
'  ter,  back  again :  you  will  get  himfeJF.. 

**  My  dear,  jw6  have  had  many  a  (wcet 
*  day  together :  we  liiuft  part  for  a  while  ;^ 
'  but  we  will  meet  again,  ind  (hall  have  one 
'  work  in  th^  praifesof  God,  in  the  praifes 
'  of  the  Lan)b.  0 1  how  wonderful  is^itJ 
'  and  let  my  Ibul  wonder*  O  to  get  a  di(* 
"  covery  of  him  eye  to  eye,  it  is  (b  much 
"  enlivening !  //  is  life  eternal  to  know  'the 
"  living  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift.  %vhom  be  hath 
"  fent,  Lwill  not  fay'with  Job,  \yhen  it  is 
"  morning,  fflyen  will  it  be  evening  ?  TJIo, 
"  I. dare  not  fay  it;  it  will  be  but  a  little 
''  while  ^nd  1  will  get  reft.'' 

Then  to  his  children  he  faid,  *'  Now  you 
"  are  fatheriels,;  your  father  is  to  be  taken 
"  from  you  ;•  btt  ieek  God  c*  and  now  1  got. 
**  you  fromi  the  Lord,    and  I  give  you  to 
"  him^     Nojv>    1  leave   you,  upon  bim  c  , 
'*  ye  arc  nd  more,.mine.*V  •       *  .  :  •► 

;  To  his  ifpnhe  faid,.  *'  My  dear  Dayid,  I 
"  an)  lying  here,  man,  fiodingbow  gopdQod 
"  is,  and  1  vif<juld  fain  have  you  God's,  ^xA 
"  acquaint  wifh  his  ways,  that  when  Ijam 
"  dead,  I  may  live  in  you,  and  you  4pay 
*'  tell  to  the  generation  notbor-n,  how  good 
"  God  is.  Qman!  if  I  had  you  a  feeker 
"  of  God,  I  would  think  myfelf  happyi^iit^ 
"  My  dear,  fcek  God,'  feek  biin,  and  fi?ek 

^'' early. 
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**  ctriy,  and  h«  will  be  fburKl  of  you:  mine!, 
*'  David,  that  I  hav-e  com  mended  God  and 
*^  hU  ways  to  yo^.** 

TiO  hiaeldeft  daughter,  Margaret,  tie  (aid, 
*•  I  mttft  recolmmend  to  yen  my  God  and 
*'  his  ways :  he  an  encoonjgemcnt  to  your 
**  inbther:  mind  che  many  exhortations  I 
♦i'.  have  given  you,  and  defpife  them  not, 
^*  and  fave  yotir  own  (bul;  and  cry  that, 
''  by  a  day  of  his  power,  he  may  bring  you 
'*  toibundfincerity:  you  have  loft  a  loving 
•*  father ;  it  will  be  God  only  chat  can  make 
*-^  him,  up :  feek  the  jLord^  and*  be  your 
'*  mother's  comfort.'* 

.  Seeing  his  youngeft  child,  he  caufed  bring 
l^er  to  him,  and  (aid,  "  Mady,  my  dear,  the 
'*  Lord  blefs  yon ;  and  the  God  ef  y6ur 
»*  father,  and  my  father,  blefeyou  t  the  God 
'^  that  {^d  me  all  my  life,  the  angel  that  re- 
*'  deemed  me  from  all  evil, bfels you  and  the 
^  rc{t,  and  be  i^our  portion  ;  that  i«  a  good- 
''ly  heritage,  better  than  if  I  had  crowns 
'*  and  fceptres  to  leave  you.  My  child,  1 
^^  <TOt  v<*u  frorfi  the  Lord,  '^nd  I  give  you 
'*  to^him  again.  Here  is  a  demonftrsKi'^B  oF 
"  the  reality  of  religibn,  that  I  a  poor,  weak, 
^  timorous  man,  as  much  afrdid  of -death  a$ 
^^  an5^  am  now  enabled,  by  the  power  of 
'^  grace,  compofedly,  and  with  joy,  to  look 
'♦*  death  in  the  face,  in  its.  moft  ghaftly  fhape^ 
^'  and  hope,  within  a  Tittle,  to  have  the  vi- 
'*  ftory.    You -may  believe  a  man  ventaring 

r-      T  ^*  on 
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"  on  eternity.  I  am*  not  z&ing  as  a  fool, 
"  butlhavc  weighed  eternity  this Jaft  night; 
'•  I  have  looked  on  death  as  ftript  of  all 
"  things  pleaftnt  to  nature ;  I  havcconfider- 
'*  ed  the  fpadc  and  grave,  and  every  circum* 
"  fiance  ink  thatisterribletonaturc,and,\an- 
'*  der  the  vicwofaUthefc,IfoUndthatinthe 
'*  way  ofGod,  that  gave  fatisfaftion,  not  only 
**  a  rational  fatisfaftion,  but  a  heart-engaging. 
*^  power  attending  it,  that  makes  me  rejoice/* 

After  that  he  (poke  to  his  fervants,  and* 
fiud,  **  As  for  yoo, '  my  fervants,  that  have 
'*  been  m  my  family^  my  dear  friends,  make 
**  religion  your  main  bufinefs,  and  mmd  that 
"  above  aU  things:  I  charge  all  my  fervants 
*^  in  my  houfe,  beware  of  graceleis  mafters; 
*'  avoid  it  as  what  my  turn  to  your  deftruc- 
'*  tion:  fecktobewitii  them  that  fear  God." 

He  c^xhorted  his  brethren  to  diligence  in 
the  miniftry:  **  It  was  the  delight  of  my 
'*  heart,  faid  he,  to  preach  the  gafpql :  Ide- 
"  Jir^d  to  deer ea ft  that  tht  bridegroom  might 
"  increaje  ;  and  to  be  nothing  that  he  might 
^  be  alL  1  repent  1  did  not  mor^  for  lu  int. 
'^  O  that  1  had  the  tongues  of  CQcn  and  an- 
**  gck  to  paife  him  i'*  , 

When  cefired  to  ly  quiet  and  take  flcep, 
he  anfwered,  ^^  The  folk  1  am  going  to  fkep 
V  not  day  nor  night, .  but  cryy  Holyr  i*?//; 
'*  holy.  They,  that  wait  on  the  Lord  jhall 
**  viQimt  ttf  as  with  eagles  uaings.  Whereoa 
**  fliould  a  man  beftow  his  lail  Lreatb,  but 
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'/  in  commending  theLord  JefosCbrift,  Grod 
*'  clothed  in  our  nature,  dying  forourfms?'* 
.  He  carufed  read  one  of  Mr,  Rutherford's/ 
letters f,  and  thereafter  faid,  *'  That  is  a* 
,  *'  book  I  would  commend  to  you  all :  there  * 
'^  is  more  praflical  religion  in  that  Jetter;* 
*^  rhan  in  a  bodk  of  large  'volumes." 
.  He  exhorted  (bme  minifters,  tnatcameto* 
fce'him,  to  faithfulneis.    "  As  for  the  work* 
^  of  the  miniftfy,   laid  he,  it  was  my  deli-* 
*f  berate  choice.  Were  my  days  as  trouble- 
*^^  feme  as  they  are  like  to  be>  I  wodd  ra-* 
*'  ther  be  a  contemned  nviniftcr  of  God,  than* 
"the  greateft  prince  on  earth^^ — I  Cannot- 
^  but  commend  the  Lordjefus  as'faras  my 
*^  word  will  go :    I  muft  proclaim  it,  he  i$* 
*-*  the  beft  matter  that  ever  I  faw./[  .   •* 

To  his  fon  that,  was  a  child,  he  &id,  "If 
*''. '  1  had  as  many  fans,  as  there  are.  hairs  on 
**  your  head,  1  would  beftaw  thetrjallonGodl? 
- .  To:  fome  prefent,  he  (aid,  *  '*  D  Sirs !  I 
"  dread  mightily  that  a  rational  fort  of  re^ 
*/  ligion  ist,coming  inamong  us,  I  mean  by  it/ 
**  a  religion  rhat/cohftfts  in  a  bare  attendance 
^t.  odioutward  xlaiticsiaadordinaiices,'  -with* 
*'  out  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and'  thence 
*'♦  people  ihallfallinto  a  way  of  fervingGod, 
'*  which  is  mere  Dei frti,  having  no  relatione 

V  to  Chrift  J^ftts,.  aid  the  Spirit'  of  God,— 

V  He  exprdffied  his  fears  of  a  ftorm  coming 
on  the  church  x:ifScbtlaiid;,  but  he.  faid,  the 
:"  i   ,.:•.  ,    .  ,    ,  ,         ;     •   :    .        da^ 

f  'Frz.  That  to  Mr.  John  Mciiit  Le|tci^  139. 
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day  would  bregk,  vinA  the  Lord  would  arife*: 
and  he  hoped  the  church  wouid  be  raadea 
wonder,  and  the  Lord  will  fay,  Lt),  this  people 
have  I  formed  for  myfelf.  He  can  mzkt  a  na- 
tion to  be  born  at  once.  He  cried  often, 
with  the  fpoule^in  the  Sdng,  Whenjhall  the 
day  breaks  ani  the  fhadowf flee  away?  ^urft, 
my  beloved,  andJje  thou  like  a  roe,  or  ayou/f^ 
J)art^  upon  the  mountains  of  Bether. 

He  laid,  "  Shall. I  forget  Zion?  Nay: 
**  Letmy  right-hand  forget  her  cunning,  if  I 
"  prefer  not  Jerufalem  to  my  chiefifi  joy.--^ 
**  O  to  have  God  returning  to  this  church', 
*'  and,  his  work  going  on  in  the  world  !  If 
''  every  drop  of  my  blood,  every  bit  of  my 
''  body,  every  hair  of  my  head,  were  aU 
**  men,  they  Ihould  all  go  to  the  fire  to  bav^ 
^'  this  going,  on. ^ — •— It  i  would  fay,  th^t  1 
**  would  fpeak  no  more  in  the  name  of  the 
''  Xord,  It  would  be  like  a  fire  within  me. 
.  f^  I  am  calling  yoii  to.  fee  a  miracle,  God  is 
'^  melting  medowninto<:brruptionandduft, 
*'  and  yet  he  is  keeping  .me  in  a  calm.  — - 1 
.  "  could  not  believe  that  1  would  have  bofn^ 
*'  and  born  chearfully,  this  rod  fo  long:  tHii 
'*  is  a  miracle^  pain  without  pain ;  and  thi$ 
^  is  iiot  a  fancy  of  a  man  difordered  in  hii 
'*  brain,  but  of  one  lying  in  full  corapofure; 
'^  O  bleflcd  be  God  that  tver  I  was  born!  f 
^/  have  a  father,  and  a  mother>  and  ten  bre* 
•*'  thren  and  fillers  in  heaven,  and  I  Ihall  be 
^*  (he.deveiiich'.    1  ibaU  fliortly  be  at  tbaj^ 
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'*  glory  I  baye  been  long  expeftirtg :  tbo^^ 

*'  J  come  not  near  Mr,  Sheild's  glory,  nor 

'*  Mr.  Anderfon^s,  ycci  will  be  well  enough 

.'*  if  I  win  in.  fFcrthy  is  the  Lamb  to  re(cii>e 

Toone  hcfaid>''  Another  oieflcngercomcs 
**  tor  me,  a  congb.  O  man!  I  am  kindly 
'*  dealt  with:  the  Lord  hssdotte  wonder- 
*'  *  ful  things,  only  grace  to  be  fobcr  to  the  end, 
^'  for  onr  ftrcngth  lies  in  him,  not  we.  O 
'^  man ! .  this  ts  an  nprnakbg  for  the  refidue 
-"  of  my  dajrs,  wdi  38  years,  come  Decern. 
"  ^yth,  is  my  agr.  Hezekiab  faid^  lam 
'*  cut  cff^ from  the  nftdueofmyyearx,  bnt  I 
''  will  not  fay  by  God  is  giving  me  this  to 
'*  make  up  the  refidue  of  my  years.** 
'  In  September  2  ^d^  at  feven  in  the  mort^ 
)ng  1712,  he  fiept  in  Jefus,  and  bim/witi 
the  herd  brinv  'With  him* 

He  ^as  ot  low  (laturei  his  body  but  thh) 
ftnd  (mall,  his  hair  black,  but  his  complexion 
pretty  clear  and  fair.  But^  O !  how  noble  a 
fpiiic,  how  great  a  foul  dwelt  in  this  weak 
^nd  frail  body ! 

He  was  natirrally  of  a  very  plcafiutt  and 
(tei]rablecem.per..Hehadanequal  and  chea^ 
ful  (piriti  which  he  retained  under  fiirpriang 
vica(Iiti)de&  This  evennds  of  temper  appear* 
td  much  in  liis  frequent  and  dangerous  (kk* 
nefs.  He  had  a  calm,  peaceal^e,  healing  dif 
pofition,  and  yet  bold  as  a  lion  in  his  mafter'^ 
eauie.   He  bad  a^  peculiar  talaic£ar  eompol^ 
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ttig  ASfetexica  i  how  afifididg  the  proft^eft 
Of  dtvi(ipn&  WHS  to  him,  his  memoirs  will. te- 
ttfy :  %nA  had  fome  ocliers  been  blefled  wkh 
more  of  this  fptrit,  hi^  and  oar  fetfs  bftd  been 
utterly  difappomced. 

He  wa9  luaiier  of  a  coofsderable  ftixk  of 
pmdence ;  be  ihidied  to  waHc  in  wifdom  to- 
ward them<,  chat  are  without,  and  them  tl»t 
are  within,  and  to  kecomoiU  things  to  aUmen. 

He  VM  dexrrous  in  obfenring  tempers^ 
and  lit  addreOing  and  manaigiog  perfens* 
How  wifeijbe  carried  in  qhurchjodicarortet» 
whereof  he  wasamember^otherscali  witfieis, 

Heabfaorredthatunedifyingconvcrfc,  that 
is  (be«  \n  frecjuedt  and  uofeaibnable  jei^rng 
and  drollery,  ib  commom  with  many;  thcr 
he  WW  atrandantty  faccHoas  in  company, 
whea  and  where  he  faw  it  expedient;  and 
this  way  fometimes.he  bos  dropt  what  tend- 
ed \o  emfy.  Tbofe  who  converfed  mcft  with 
hiin>  wiii  own,  they  fdidom  ei^oyed  his  com* 
paaywithotitfome  profit  by  it.  He  oft  was  uo^ 
cafy  after  much  converfe  with  others,  if  he 
was  not  e£&cd  himfeif^or  thought  he  did  itpc 
edify  others :  how  circumfpeft  and  tcodec 
was  the  fbain  of  his  walk  m  this  {  He  oft 
regreted  thedifficuity  thtre  was  to  retain  iii^ 
tegriny  in  she  m«rfl  part  of  compamy  in  thiil 
di^eaeracebge;  hereckoiied  fuch  company 
a  great  hio^ihsp^  and  loeb  would  he  be  to 
bsnre  lee  aaiy  thmg  of&sn&ve  io  converfe  go 
widioitt4i»cbeclBU 

•The  memoirs  of  his  life  will  witnefs  his 
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"walking  whh  God  in  his  family  and  clofet  : 
but  fome  things  herelcannot  pafs;  Itvvashis 
ordinary,    except  he  had  been  neccflarily 
hindred,  to  come  from  his  clofet  to  family- 
worfhip,   efpecially  if  the  Lord  had  given 
him  imargement  of  heart,  and  if  his  fpirit 
was  fii  a  due  frame;  .  he  would  then  have 
been  very  nneafy,  if  any  interruption  fell  in 
betwixt  clofet  ahd  family  duties..    He  alfo 
commonly  expounded  the  wof  d  of  God;  at 
Jeaft  once  a  day  in  his  family.     The  night 
before  familyrfefts,  which  he  kept,  or  nati? 
bnal-fefts,  ^hc  always  direflcd  his  fervants 
how  to  manage  that  work^  and  oit  the  fert- 
ijays  riiemfelves  difcourfed  themabbat  their 
Ibuls  condition  and  concerns, 
.    He  was  ah  ^^ffeftionate  and.  dutiful  huC 
band;  a  confciendous  and  kind  parent^  a- 
faithful  and  eafy  mafter.  ,        ^ 

«  Such  as  knew  him>  will  own  he  had  a  clear> 
hekd,  a  very  ready  and  rare  invention^  aihdi 
an  uncommon  niomory :  he  read  little  after, 
his  heahh  broke/and  oft  owned  hts  greateft 
improvement  was  more  by  thinking  than 
reading.'       :  ^   ,       ^    .  *-        ^         > 

He  had  a  very  ready  way  of  expreffing  his 
thoughts  r  he  was  far  from  a  vain,  airy  af« 
feftation  of  language  in,  preachings  (a  pre-^ 
vailing  evil  in. this  time:)  he  had^ftudicd  aii^ 
even,  neat,  and  (criptural  ftile ;  and  this  be*^ 
came  natural^ithough  fc«ne  thoiiight  in /the; 
end,  his  dec^  thinking  madeita  jlttk  morie 
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atftrufe  than  'formerly,  to  k  popular  audi-  - 
tory.        ,....'•■■•  .-.:'. 

He  had  choice  pulpit  gifts ;    he  was  a»  • 
accurate  andpathetic  preacher,  a  great  tex- 
tuary,  clofsin  handling^  any  froth  he  diG  ' 
cpurfed;  and  in  die  application,  he  was  home,  * 
warm,  and  fearching;  ^nd  in  this  he  fhewed 
himfelf  ufually  a  ikilful  cafuift.  He  oft  com- ' 
plained,  that  fome  worthy  men  were  too  ge- 
neral and  bare  in  the  application  of  their ' 
doftrines. 

He  ordinarily  wrote  his  fermons  Very  ex- 
afliy,    wheti  health  and  bufinels  would  al- 
low ;   he  ufed  to  fay,  ^  A  lazy ;  minifter  in 
*'  his  younger  years,    would  make  a  poor 
"  old  man.^'   It  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  tliis 
example  were  more  followed  than  it  is.  He  ^ 
oft  adventured  to  preach  under  gr^at  indiC  , 
pofition,  when  he  was  not  able  ^o  write 
fo  much  as  the  heads  of  his  fermon ;   yea,  • 
even  at  (acratnents,  and  he  ha^  been  fingu-  • 
larly  affifted,    to  the  conviftion  of  all  that 
heard  him.     In  his  laft  two  )'^eafs  he  wrote  ; 
little,  his  health  then  was  fo  low. 

His  experience  of  the  power  ofgodlinefs,  * 
with  fiis  other  gifts  mentioned,  made  hitn 
very  fkilful  to  deal  with  wounded  fpirits,  ac-  * 
cording  to  the  variety  of  their  ca(es:  and 
this  converfc  he  owned  was  extremely  ufeful 
to  himfelf.  Few  minifters  have  taken  a  more 
cautious  and  confirming  way  of  dealing  with 
people,  than  he  did  before  he  admitted  them  • 
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.to  th^  facrarn^at  j  ai^d.  while. in  health,  be 
was  diligent  in  the  other  parts  of  his  minifte^ 
riflil  work*  :     :  .  -    ;    *     i 

Itie  w^s  ;np'  kf$  fmgwhriy  fitttd  for  the. 
fchooU :   he  .'ipoke  eUgmKJL^mi  prompdjr, 
though  he  hadbecQ  long  in  the  dmife  of  it, 
aod  was  fearcft  at  any  painfeto  recover  it, 
which  was  n;iuchadsifeed,.  He  was.  very  ex- 
pert in  thje,  Gredk;   bi\U.hj&  (ickner&  hrofcc.; 
h^s  dffig^i  .iiQ;a^<s:pnflplifh  .hiffifolf  in  the  reft* 
of  th«  oriental  languages,  . 

In  c<>jntv€>V€{i;fleSj  eipeci^Uy  ibofe  of  .the 
time/ he  exc^^^d  many.  «  It  wasiftrangc  ua- 
fee;  how  qujckjy  he  would  haye  tgJcea  up:tbc  ' 
ftate  of  a  cpimrpyerfy,  the  ftreogth'irf ^aa  ad- 
verfary,  fqen  thro^gJ>  thw  deceitful  ibphi- 
ftry  and  pretences,,  and  how  dofs  and  jner- 
vous  his  ri^fpniflg,  was  ti&ally> , 

Now,  oa;  the  whole,.  What, a  lofe,  ^efpeci- 
ally  in  this  .^uqfture^.  tmy  WQ:ji^ftly  teckoa . 
the  death  of  this  great  littj^e^mni  to  the  poor  . 
wreftling  church  of  SeotJand^  to  the  place  . 
he  livell  in^  and  tp  his  family  i   Alas !  what  i 
fhall  we  fay  ?  What  great;  tbou^hti  of  heart 
raiiy  it  cau%  v^hen.luch  a  grefinoUve-tree, 
fair,  and  of  goodly  fruit  is  cut  down,,  whea 
fuch  bright  ibrs  (et,  yca^  ejM^eo  coailellati* 
ons  of  them  in  our  d^y  !     May  we  nor  juft- 
ly  fear,  when  fuch  wreftlers  with, God  are 
t^ken  off,  as  he  on  his  death-bed  con^mehtis 
on  fuch  damping  providences,  T^hat  the  con- 
fumption  decreed  Jhall  ovi^rfiotv,  in  rigbteouf 
nefs!  Ifa.  X.  2  2.  ^     THE 
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WSREifim  h  aj^met'  ihe  expeilatidn  cf 
raaders^^  ^d  comply  viith  the  oiftom  cf 
.  'mrkers,  ihe  folknuing  book  might  be  ven^ 
fured  out  to  tie  'worU  without  either  pre^ace^  wf- 
indiUKotty  otfeeommendationy  the  very  tkle^pagt 
cof§t^i9§g,  enough  to.  entitle  it  to  a  careful  amd  can* 
(Hdreadh^OHd'tertffiU, 

The  worth  and  credit  of  tie  author ^  tsfu^cU^ 
mfy  efiabUJhed  among  fuch  as  have  any  tdjte  of 
fiety  or  le4ndnjg^ 

By  the  Mflory  of  his  H/if  which  has  met  with 
very  good  aceeptd^itce^  it  appears^  that  he  war  a  > 
nun  o#God^  one  whortihe  had  6st  apart  for  him" 
felf ;  how  diftin^  ami  pointed  was  he  in  ob/erving ' 
He  Lord's  way  andworky  in  bringing  him  to  hint' 
jklfi  And  where  can.  we  fee  d  brighter  exan^^ 
in  thefe  later  days  of  the  worlds  of  the  MunMing 
txercifesy  and  comfortable  enjoynients  ofChriJii'* 
anSj  than  in  thedt^tior!.  , 

How  excising  and  edifying  is  itj  to  fee  how  clofe 
he  walked  with  Qod,  in  hhfecret  intercourfewith 
him  J  in  his  dorHefeic  relations  j  andfan^fy  devoti^ 
casyyin  his  public  amfminifeetial  work,  and  his  con* 
'oerpuion  before  the  world,  letting  the  Lord  alwayt 
before  him^  and  acknowleging  him  in  all  his 
waysl 

•     b  a  Ma^ 
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»    May  we  not  4  hen  expeSlfimetbtng  very  well  worth 
•aur  while  J  in  the  performance  &fone  offuch  a  cha- 
rader  ?  One  that  hadrthe^qonf^ti  of  the  book  writ- 
ten  upon  his  own  heart  before  he  prefiched  them  to 
hispeopko  and  was  a  living  and  lively  vntnefs  and 
example  t^- the  great  and  grave 'truths  nc^  exjfof* 
£fi  to  the  public  vh%v.      ...       »..'        ,   vi         a 
However  little  this  part  of  Ms  charaSier  may 
take  with  the  multitude y  yet  thefe  truly  ferious j 
who  valued  him  while  livings  find  have  an  honour 
for  his  intimty :  'Ofhen  dead^*  ii^iU^  no  doibi^  f^^ 
pUalkre  t&Jei^  how  the  great  Jmnp'ofis  ifi  the^bq^k 
Tifere  managed  by  fuch  4in  eif^eUenlhatid)  and  the 
X  brethren ihatwere concerned  lathe pubHJhing  dftfj'' 
can  J  with  a  good  deal  ofaffutaHCe^  fay , '  Thah  th*^ 
e-y;p€rienc&j*hpon ptrufingj  will  anfmer  the  expeita*^ 
tions  raifedy  of  meeting  with  a^^irit  of feri^ufnefv* 
and  piety  bi^eathing  iji  it^^    :    .>v'. '.  "^ 

'  The  author  was  of  bright  parts ^  as  well  as  ^mi*^ 
nent  for  piety ;   an  ample  tejiimony  whereof  we  . 
have. in  that- excellent  book  of  his ,  Of  th6  ihfiiffi- 
ciency  of  iiAtufal,  and  the  neccffiiy  of  reveakd  ire* 
ligion,  td  tnanf's  happineisvm'his  pi^ient  ftate*; a"' 
book  that /hews  its  author  timafter  ofredfo%  and 
filid  leaming'f^  and  that  butwoMtsH  be  knowrfio,  be  - 
valued:  a  thoufand pities  that  lb  exoMent^a ^ete 
J\^puld  be  fo  littk  known,   when  Deijfm^  isjb^ueh  • 
upon  the  iiu:redfe^  while-it  fo  wfll'deferves  a  room 
in  the  bejt  chofen  libraries.     Such  as  have  a  value 
for  that  wiU  trot  readily  undervalue  any  oth^per* 
formance  afhtSy  though  upoti^^uite  different  Jitb- 
je&j  done  by  fo  abie  an  hand,  \  ■■"- 

^4t  is  very  true,  the  things  treated  in  this  bocfk'*' 

ncGV.  in  hand,  give  nit  fo  4nuch  occafton  forfhew- 

ing  learning  and  reading,  as  that  i  yet  there  ap- 

pears  in  it  a  great  deal  of  fo  lid  judgment y  diJiinCi 

v^    •  :     \     '  thought, 
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thought f  and,  infofne  incident  quefiionSy  not  un^ 
curiduSj  there  is  .Jufficient  evidence  of  his  penetra- 
fidn^and  what'  may  be  very  agreeable  and  taking  to 
them  who  fit  upforfomething  above  what  is  vulgar  ^ 
'  There  is'  nothing  in  it  mean,  or  wnuorthy  of  a 
grave,  judicious  J  aiid  learned  author  :  if  any  thing 
look  that  way,'  it  is  where  the  neceffity  of  the- 
matter, '  and  capacity  of  thofe  he  dealt  with,  re- 
quired it,  becomine  all  things  to  all  men  ;  par* 
Ocularly,  when  dealing  with  children,  it  was  fit . 
to  do  it  as  near  their  own  terms  as poffthle :  for,  to- 
Jiiit  matter  to  the  defigns  we  have,  and  to  the  con* 
dition'ofthefe  we  deal  with,  is  no  argument  of  the 
want,  but  of  the  firength  of  judgment. 

He  was  excellently  fitted  and  enriched  with  ta^ 
knts,for  every  po ft  providence  called  him' to,  hav* 
tng  filled  and,  adorhed  the  do6lor*s  chair,  as  pro- 
fejfor  of  divinity]  as  well  as  the  pulpit,  while  pa- 
Jior  to  a  Chriftian  flock. 

But  though  there  bad  been  lefs  to  fay  for  the  au- 
thor, the  contents  of  the  book  deferve  a  fair  hear- 
ing, and  a  ferious  perufal :  why?  it  is  the  Great 
Concern  ;  it  is  not  a  trifle,  it  is  not  an  amufe- 
m£nt;  no,  it  is  of  the  la  ft  confequence  to  us  to- 
know  thefe  things.  Many  live  unconcerned,  and 
(ove  to  do  Jo  ;  it  may  be,  the  very  title  fhall  be  with 
fuch  an  argument  againft  reading ;  there  is' little 
hepe  of  fixing  fuch' fo  long  as  to  read  the  book,  or* 
fo  deep  as  to  do  it  feriouflyy  and  with  due  concern* 
hnd  no  wonder,  when  thofifo,  indiffelrent  abuuttbe^ 
great  concerns  of  eternity,  and  their  precious  fo'ptls; 
fuffer  the  fcripture-oracles  to  ly  by^  them,  withoti^ 
due,  frequent,^  and  ferious  enquiry  into  them. 

Here  is  prefented  to  the  view  of€hriflians',  arid 

thofe  who  'would  indeed  befi^ch,  what,  by  the  bfef- 

•••  •       b  3  ■'-       ^       Jwg 
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amiifeful,  .      '/    ^ 

The /jrfl  fruks  pf  bis  Jaiours^mfbefennonne^t 
after  his  oj^Mmtifmp  printed  as  aff  introdu^io^  ^q 
the  ^aoky  fiems  iow  much  Mf  v)ork  "was  at  hp^rt^ 
and  under  'what  concern  be  was  9  to  pr^fare  the  peg* 
pk  Jhr  entertaining  ^nd improving  bis  min^'ry^nd 
fneffkge^  /md  to  approve^  himfelfttf  Cckl^  in  the  dip 
charge  and  d€l\vfiry  thirerf'f  / ' 

In  the  firfi  \part^  theJt^U  of  nature  iy  repra* 
fented  as  a  fiate  of  finj  mifery^  and  ijur^th^  in 
the  fnoji  pungent f  t^ffeSiin^^  andccnvincmg  ftrfn^ 
imagmoBle:  ivhere  the  guilty /inner  is  cl^efy  Utrf 
fuea  into  all  the  turns  and  Jlages  of  life ^  (mactm* 
vided  qffin :  in  each  and  all  ofthem^  fin  is  re* 
prefented  fts  odious  [and  abomi^^le,  as  exf^efii^g 
finful.  •       * 

//  i$  laid. open  infuch  glaffhs^  and  v)itbfuch  ag» 
grayationsy  as  it  is  hard  to  avoid  the  convi^i^n 
ofitf  but  inhere  natural  hardnefs  is  increqfed,  by 
the  malignant  influence  of  Satiny  wh^Je  great  d^t 
fign  andjirength  lies .  in  keeping  all  in  peace. 

The  divine  refentments  againji  fin^  vjrqthf  fmd 
judgtnentfUfonfinnerSfare  likev^ifefet  forth  in Jfiic^ 
>  manner f  as  cannot  eafily  mifs  to.  rdjfe  terror  if$ 
fhe  conjciences  of  the  gtdlty  *  prefent  wrath  in  thp 
4ir^f^  effeSb  of  its  v/ruth  to  cgme,  intheextfnf 
and  extremity  of  it,  are  held  forth  infuch  a  livefy 
tnamer^  (fsmufl  f^a'ife  the  gratitude  ofthefe  h^^ 
pily  delivered  from  it, .  and  bids  very  ^air,  t^ 
alarm  and  awaken  theje  yet  un^r  it^  to  efcap^ 
Hmd  flee  for  their  lives. 

Thefi,  tiponfiippofiiion  of  convt^ion  of  fin  and 
guilt  J  intheficqndpart,  the  exerctfes  of  tb^  cmmr 
%nncedfinner  are  opened  up  moji  difiin^ly  and  ju" 
^/c/Vy^l  in  their  r^ture^  rife^  'workings  ^  and  de^ 

•  $rees^ 
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gr^tSj  ^md  in  fitch  afecHifg  mdmief  a%  may  itafiiy 

perjuade  one  that  he  basj  in  this  matter,  copi- 
ed over  Us  awn  experience  :-and  it  isfome  degree 
bf  f^thfaSi^n  to' one  in  this  condition,  'to  have  one 
goMg  kefote  theni,  and  to  think  that  thetr  guide 
has  troden  the  fame  path. 

With  'what  tendernefs  and  compaffion  doth  he 
ttmcbthecafisofthediftreftf  \jhile  yet^  wth 
fei^hfulnefs  and  freedem,  he  opens  up  the  miftakes 
Md  deceits,  bath  in  theiMrkings  and  ijjfite  ofcon- 
vi£K(ms,  approving  him/e/f^a  inier^ftter^  one  &- 
mong  a  thouiand.  J^  ^f^^fi  '^ho,  by  the  Spirit, 
are  convinced  of  fin,  will  know  how  to  put  a  value 
upon  a  piece  fo  finable  to  their  cafe. 

And  thefe  awaiieued  and  convinced,  are  led  by 
a/kilful  hand,  to  the  centre  of  refi  for  wearied 
fouls,  by  the  way  €f  faith,  and  believing  in  the 
Lord  Jefiis  Ch^i/t,  which  gives  occafionfor  open- 
wgup  the  myftery  ^  faith,  in  its  nature,  a£ts^ 
and  properties^  concomitants,  and  confequences^ 
which  will  be  found  very  ufeful  for  informing  the 
lefs  knowing,  confirmir^  the  weak,  and  comforting 
the  ftro9^  believer. 

And  what  can  be  of  greater  importance  for  us  to 
knvtUy  than  the  only  way  ofefc4ping  wrath  to  come, 
and  being  de&'uered  from  the  curfe  and  condemn^* 
timof^  Itiw,  jof^if^  united  to  Ghrift,  and  be* 
ing  found  in  him,  upon  which  he  becomes  our  righ* 
t^oufifefs  andfirengih,  whereby  we  are,  intitledto 
the  great  fahtition  f 

Of  which fahdtion  the  author  treats  as  the  great 
encouragement  of  believing;  and  this  is  the  one 
thing  neceffary  :  for^  What  is  a  man  profited,  if 
he  gain  the  whole,  ii^orid,  and  loie  his  own  fi>ul  ? 
This  fUvation  is  Jet  forth  in  fcripture^ight,  ac* 
counted  for  in  itl  parts  and  properties,  at  a  good 
;U4  lengthy 
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length  t  and  O^  this  is  of  tie  iafl^  confiquence  to  alJ^ 

foit  muft  be^the  complacence  of  thofe  that  haijetf 

at  hbart.   .  .'•  ♦.    '      ;■  •  .     .  > 

If  thou  art. convinced  and  a*vsakened^andhrtu^hi 

to  a  concernaHut  falvatioTty'  if  brought  to  fhefay- 

lor's  cafty  thou  wilt  welcome  the  help  here  offered^ 

'  and  f'eadity  attend  to  the  anfwer  of  the  apofik  to 

his  qu^tjiion  :  for,  whafcan  be  more  proper  atki 

pertinent  to- the  cafe  offuchy  than  the  true  V)ay  t.o 

-efc(ipe  the  mi^y  of  a  natural  ftatCy    and  attain 

the  f elicit y. of  a  gracious  one  ?  I^hefi^  as.  they  will 

.  ^tJparCfJa  tkey  will  not  repent  the  pains  of  read'' 

ingthefijhetfts-  .        .?   •^•\. 

Such  as  ar£  hy  grace  engaged  to  believe  in  the 

'  Lard  Jt^s:€hrifiy  and  are  a*people  faved  of  the 

Lordy  will  have  it  at  hearty  what  to  do  fshr  God.: 

^they  willfet  fhemfelves  in  the  Jtrengtb  of  graccy 

to  all  the  dttties  of  religion,  whereby  God  may.  be 

glorifiedy   and^their.  faith  jujlifiedy  and  tlmr'be* 

^unfalvation  promoted :  ail  which  good  defies  ave 

anjwered  in, the  third  part  of  the  book. 

^nd  this  gives  an  account  of  perfonal  religion, 
ofthefervice  of  God,  how  we  mujt  enter  into  it, 
and'perfeuere  inSt:  and  what  more  ufeful. piece 
ofknowiege  is  there,  than  hm)  we  may  doftrvlte 
.  to,  and  keep  up  our  communion  with  God?  >  fftra' 
.  ourjirft  tranfu&ions  and  after^walk  are  pointcdfy 
and  pioufly  dire^^td,    '  .  r  • 

Mere  alfoy  family  religion  Is  opened  in  its  parts, 
the  foundations  of  it  fixed,  and  the  pra6iice  of  it 
\inforcid^ith  forcible  arguments i  andfuitable  di^ 
're^^ffsycnpeop/e'd  walking  in  their  houfey.and  the 
proper  duties*,pftheftv€ral  relatives  in  a  family  i 
niihichy  if  duly-  objerved,  would  turn  houfes  jntp 
ciniw:hes :  and  this  is  very  nec<:f[ury  at  this  tintf, 
.    , ,       . .  *  when 
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*iuheH  famify'deuQfion is  declMhgy  aAd'Hi'e  t&'wear 

out.  '  "  ■•  ■     '''  -*•'     '' -y; 

4 pMic  religion  comes  dlfhStnder  confickraitmi 
jnthfSpArty  orapublicjpirii;  iv hence  the  thing  is 
rec&nfnefid&iy  -  and  yet  cautioned  with  great  wtf- 
dom  and  judgment  J  to  prevent  peoples  going  -dut 
of  their  own  Jphercy  and  beyokd  their  line. '  • 

The  order ,  Jiihvrdinationy  and  mutual  dependen- 
cies and  relations  ofperfonaly  ^domefiic^  and  public 
religion i  are  nicely  fldtedy  andjudici<>ii(ly  difcover^ 
edy  and  propef'  caveats  entered  againfi  bcginnifig 
at  the  ivrong  end,  as  feldom  rfiiffing  \to  end  either 
in  apofiacy  or  divijlon,  'which  cannot  but  b&  vefty 
ufeful  in  the  pre/ent  jun3urey  when  divtfions  fo 
much  abound^  and  dividing  inclinations  are  fi  Wiiidh 
aloft.  ,    '    '       .  .        .... 

In  a  wordy  therleis  no  part  of  the  book  but  what 
is  of  high  importance  and  great  ufefulnefs^  which^ 
joined  with  the  ejiabli/hed  character  dndreputafu 
on  of  the  ai/fhor,  intitles  it  to  a  kind  reception,  and 
due  peruJaL 

As  thefe  were  the  main  prompters  of  the  pubiijh^ 
ing  of  the  hook,  fo  they  may  be  reckoned  fufficient 
arguments  for  a  careful  reading  and  improvtnient 
of  it,  now  when  pubUJhed, 

It  comes  out  with  very  little  alteration,  even  as 
to  words y  as  they  ftand  in  the  manujcript,  partly, 
becauje  it  did  not  much  need  it,  and  partly,  out  of 
veneration  for  the  author,  whofe  pulpit- (kill  and 
jtile  was  fo  generally  acceptably ;  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppvjedy  but^  if  it  had  received  ii'  fimjhing 
'  ftroke  from  his  own  hand,  for  the  prefs,,  it  "jni^ht 
have  appeared  more  beautiful  s  but  even  under  this 
ivant,  it  will  be  found  that  neither  method  norfiile 
is  difagreeable,  though  popular,  and  jujl  as  pre-' 
pared  and  delivered  to  his  people. 

There 
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,  TAere  toi^ieem  a  motion  for  prbttiAjg  fime  feiu 
of  the  author* s  facrament  fermonSy  which  art  ex- 
•eelleiif  hoii  formatter  and  cofnpofure s  hut  this 
ieif^fo  long  afini/hingf  has  kept  them  hitherto 
hofkf  and  it  is  like  they  may  now  wait  a  whiJe, 
tUixit  appear  what  entertainment  and  e)9C0Mfiage- 
mentthefe meet  with*. 

May  4ll  that  have  encouraged  the  defign  ofpu- 
hUfiiing  the  hook,  meet  with  the  double  reward  if 
edification  'to  their  ovjn  fouls,  and  fieing  it  do 
*much  good  to  others  !  we  live  in  Ik  time  when  all 
'  helps  and  advantages  need  to  be  improved,  for  a^ 
y^ak^mngfecurejlnners,  and  to  bring  them  unddr 
JbuUuptaking  enquiries  about  fafv^tion,  and  flir- 
ring  up  Chriftians  to  the  univerfal  praSice  impiety 
and  godlinefs.  And.  as  the  book  has  a  plain  tendew 
cy  ^  tbefe  ends,  go  on  to  reaS  it,  and  digefl  and 
,0pfy  *^t  heggmg  that  Cod  may  effe^ually  blefs 
atidprt^r  it  to  thefe  good  ends  for  which  it  is  ae^ 
fignU^ 


*  Thefe .$eri«on«  werepuUifted  a  con&lerabl^  tbtte  «go»  tod 
were  fo  acceptable  to  the  public*  that  they  are  now  all  fold  off} 
and  it  is  not  doubted  but  another  impreiBon  will  be  foon  demanded. 
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John  Clark,  portioncr  of.G^wlk 
\  Robert  Garfwalin  Broielaiid. 
Adam  Cameron  in  Haughhead 
Mrs.  Chriftian  Campbell  there  •'  v  ^ 

Matthew  Campbell  inr;M«if  "■■'.. 

Jean  Cowan,  fervant  •  ' 

John  Cameron,  weavi^rM  Haugtk 
Matthew  Cochrap  in  Ri>lw:onmiU 
James  Cochran,  wri|tit-in'St»tk*ycp* 
Andrew  Cochran,  portioncr  m  CafiWW'     • 
James  Craig  in  Strathavcn 
William  Creighton  in.  Merchbpci^f; 
John  Oreighton  in  Kirkconel 
John  Craig,  weaver  ia:©alfy 
Hugh  Chambers  in  Boighoufe-  . 

Andrew  Cunningham  in  Armlhough  . , 
James  Gplfer,..tail|Mr^i|i.>^^o«^ 
Archibald  Clark,  fhipmafler  m  SaltcoaU     ; 
Ninian  Crawford,  imith  there 
Anne  Crawford  tilcre       . 
William- Craig- in  Stevenioa 
William  Crelghton.  merchant  m,Saa)(|\*a>   ,,. 
Alexander  Cawnichael,  writer  thc«« 
Jofeph  Cook,  weavor  tbefC; 
Andrew  Clark,  in  Brandlees  thew      ... 
lames  Chriftie,  miner  in.SffnqnUar 
James  Cunninghani4nWanlockh^d       .:/ 

SaiUie  James  C— ,.  miner  iherc^. 

Walter  Chifam.  in  Twcedrmmr 

Hugh  Campbell,  tailor  in  Corfphera  . 

/John  Campbell,  wigmagsr.inlCdmaroo^l;.       . 

James  QimpbeU..  weaver  there        - 

Tames  Cunni'nghatp,  (hQemakertbeJC;     ^ 

William  Campbell,  weaver  inStair 

William  Crawfurd  in  Barn^el. 

William  Calbraith,  KirkmKl>acl 

John  Chalmers  there         -        ^ 

John  Crawfurd.  at  Mouatftewart 

johaCiacherinlOikofw^l*  '  ^^^^^ 

'  '       ■  Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


John  Carnie,  tailor  in  Ayr. 
Grizel  Cochran  at  Auchenkclc 
Jofeph  Cochran,  wrighr  in  Cumaocfc 
^Viuiam  Creighion,  reercbont 
James  CaJbraitb  in  Dairymple* 
Thomas  Catbraith  there 
Andrew  Camphdl  tbeM 
John  Cameron  in  Sorn  parifh   . 
John  Campbell,  tailor  there 
Adam  Clark,  tailor  there 
James  Craig,  £irmer  in  Dairy  i 

Andrew  Canningbam  in  Qaley 
James  Criffin,  in  Kirkmichael  parifb 
Thomas  Caldwal,  weaver  in  9mtyr 

n.   . 

The  reverend  Mr«  WilUam  Dali^rmpk»  miQififlr.o£: 
the  gofpel  In  Ayr 
Gilbert  Dayidfen  in  Dalmelingtoa 
James  Doak,  portjonex  in  JLons 
Mr.  William  Denbolm  of  Birthwood 
Mr.  James  Denholm  ofBirtbwood^ 
William  Dunlop,  farmer  in  CSsimpbeltoa 
William  Dickfon,  fardncc  in  LamiDgton 
John  Dykes,  wheel-wright  in  SttaibaTOn 
Andrew  Dykes,  of  Fieidhead  there 
James  Dun,  merchant  in  Kirkoonnei 
John  Duniop,  tailor  in  Saltcoats 
Robert  Dun  lop  in  Kirkmichael 
Quintia  Dick  thsh  ... 

John  Dick  there 
Jobn  Doakr  in  0arndomia  there 
William  Dick  in  Stration 
Patrick  Davie,  bookfeller  in  G]a%0W,  6  QOfm 
Jobn  Dick  in  Dalwie",  t  copies 
Robert  Dun,  tailor  in  CarlpUem 
James  Defnpfter.fhoemakcr  there 
Robert  Dick  in  Maybole 
Robert  Dick,  weaver  in  Ayr 
John  Donald  in  Sorn 
Mungb  Duncan  in  Logan  there>  - 
Robert  Donald  in  Burnhea^^  thcie 
John  Dick  in  Ayr  James 
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James  Donald  dm  in  Coy]  ton  i       * 

George  Douglas  in  Cumnock 

David  Dick  in  Doiigdas.  .  .   ,f..  . 

John  Duffie,  cook  to  the-duke  of  DougJas-         • 

William  Dickie,  fchoolmalter  in  Mickikftoh  .'. 

Alexsirider  Dean  in  Stonemuir 

Charles  Dalzel,  wafher  in  Wanlockhead  ; 

Matthew  Dickie  ki  Symington 

William  Duncan  in  Barnwel  •     . 

George  Dunlop,  weaver  in  Dykehcad 

Adam  Dicklbn  in  Tweedftnair'  .  *  . 

Thomas  Dickie,  gardnerin  Morrowhat. ;    • 

-:••    E,-  •      '.: ...  •  :•  .        • 

James  Eafdale  in'Tarbolton         .   .; ...      ^    ..         . 
George  Efpie,  miner  in  Wanlockhead    .        . 
I^avid  Edgai*,  weaver  in  Dabnelingtod  ii    :  •  '  .*  ' 

F.  .-...- 

Alexander  Fergufoni.  gardertcr  in  Bnterkin  ^ 
Robert  Forelt,  in  Sraehead  of  Wandic  -    '  . 
Andrew  Fleming,  dyer  in  Strathaven       ^ 
Alexander  Fletcher,  weaver  there  '  . 

William  Fleming  of  Rciding  there    •  ^ 

Hugh  Fleming  in  Dykenook  there  '• 
John  Fleming  in  Hawkwood 
Hugh  Fulton  in  Spittle,  r 
James  Fifhcr  in  M^achian 
Robert  Flertiing  in  Scoricholm 
William  Findlay  in  Stockbridges   .    ' 
James  FuUcrton,  wigmaker  in  Kilmarnock,  6  copies    • 
James  Findlay,  bonnctniaker  there 
Robert  Fergu (on,  merchant  in  Corfphern,  12  co{)ies^ 
Thomas  Fcrgufon  in  Knockgray 
Robert  FergQrQii>$rv  M?irgree,  Dairy  parifti 
Adam  Fergu  ion,  baker  in  Maybole 
Hugh  Fergu(()n,  maltrtor  in  Ayr 
Margaret  F\jiton,  westVwJn  Carrickvhwl 
James  Fiflier,  merchant  in  Auchenlcck,   la  ciopics 
James  Foreft,  dyer  in  Bigg^ 
FJi^abeth  Fulton  in  Coylton 
Thomas  Forelt  in  Douglas 
John  Fixrc{^9  tailor  theft 

,  William ' 
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"William  FuUow  in  Som 
James  Fifher  there  •       .    ;  • 

-John  Findlay,  junior  weaver  in  Lanark 
John  Forbes,  weaver  there 
"William  Fcrgufon,  weaver  in  Liberton 
John  Findlay  in  Southhook 
William  Fee,  gardener  in  Maliken 
John  Fulton,  tailor  in  Irven 
Robert  Farrie,  in  Littlefton  there 
John  Findlay  in  Galfton 
Jean  Fergulbn  in  Contlbufh 
^  James  Fleming,  miner  in  Wanlockhead. 
John  Foulis,  wkflier  there  ^ 

William  Fergulbn  in  Goldring 
David  FuItoB,  farmer  in  Tatbolton 
G. 
Mr.  JohnGrieribn,  bookieller  in  Dumfries,  2  copi^ 
Ja~mes  Gibfbn  in  Baigmuirs 
Mr.  John  Gardner,  writer  in  Lanark 
James  Gray,  fmith  there 
Alexander  Gillies,  fhoemaker  there 
John  Gray,  fhoemaker  there 
John  Gibfon,  weaver  in  Liberton 
John  Green(heilds  there 
Thomas  Gardner  there 
Robert  Giblbn,  miller  there 
John  Gibfbn,  farmer  there  ' 

William  Gray,  farmer  in  Bawhoufe 
John  Gray,  farmer  in  Auchenwincy 
William  Gait  in  Warrifton 
J9hn  Gebbie,  wright  in  Millhill 
Thomas  Gilchrilt,  tailor  in  Newmills 
Thomas  Gir tricky,  wright  in  Ocheitrce 
William  Granger,  fchoolmafter 
William  Gibfon,  firmer  in  Tarbohon      •    • 
John  Gray,  farmer  in  l^Iidtoun  there 
Adam  Gray  in  Fail  there 
John  Guirie  in  Preflick 
Andrew  Gemmil,  tailor. in  Finwick 
Allan  Gilmour  in  Spittis 
John  Gpmmil  in  Mofs-fide 

c  James 
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James  Glover  in  Hourodding 
George  Guthrie,  farmer  in  Sidehead 
Hugh  Gilcbrifi*  Mrright  m  Mauchian 
Samuel  GeJdies,  fmelter  in  Wanlockhead 
Mr.  John  Giliefpte,  fchoolmdfter  In  Symington 
Matthew  Gray  in  Barn  wel 
Mary  Gallaway  there 
William  Gray,  Wright  in  CarRairs  ' 
Archibald  GiJchrift,  of  StockwaH,  Carluke 
Guvan  Gray  in  MuireGde  there 
Anne  Gait  in  Saltcoats .  , 

WiJliam  Grieve  in  Mountwanrifton 
Thomas  Gray  in  Bam  wel 
JphnGray 

James  Gilkerfbn  in  Greenfaulds 
James  Greenlhields,  in  Augbtull 
Jf>hn  Gemmil,  weaver  in  Kilmarnock 
William  Oatlaway,.  baker  there 
John  Gemmil,  elockmaker  in  Cragie  parifb,  38  Copies 
John  Gillies,  carpenttr  in  Ayr 
Adam  Gibfon,  gardener  there 
Robert  Girvan,  failor  there 
Thonias  Gibfon,  maibn  in  Biggar 
George  Goudie,  in  Kenltie,  Sorn 
Hugh  Glasfbrd,  (hoemaker  in  Catria  there 
James  Granger,  portioner  in  Dykehead 
James  Gilmoar  in  Stoneliouie 
William  Gallaway,  (iiiith  in  Dairy 
David  Gemmil  in  FiiUfhaw 
James  Gibibn  in  Carmichael  -     , 

William  Gillies,  flaxdrefler  in  RoTa,  in  the  lUe  of  Bote 
Janet  Gdudie 

Robert  Grange,  £irmer  in  Colmonel  parifli 
H-, 
John  Hill,  junior,,  weaver  in  Paifley 
William  Hart,  wigmaker  in  Ayr 
John  Henry  of  Auchenloch 
WiJliam  Hunter  in  DaldorcU 
Hugh  Hutchci^n,  farmer  in  Sora 
John  Hunter  in  Lindfayhill 
Robert  Henry  in  Pufhell 

'  John 
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John  Hutchefbn  in  Mortonpark 
_John  Hutchefbn  in  Knockgefdoil  ^ 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Wdktei-  inQlttlgM 
i\ilan  Hamilton^  merchant  kk  Ayr 
Jane  Hamilton  in  Ayr 
William  Hottlbn,  junior^  in  Odieltfee 
IViiiiam  Harvie,  fmith  in  Dairy 
John  Harvie,  ^rmer  there 
William  Hall  in  Kilbarchan 
John  Hatchefon,  tailor  Ik  It^m 
William  Hanter  ih  Kilwinning  ' 

Robert  How,  Ihipmaiter  in  SaltcoiCS 
Kathan  Hodge,  wigmaker  therb 
JMargaret  Hanter  tnei-^ 
William  Hunter,  Msfcfen  iti  K^hAtmock 
William  Hanter,  waflier  in  WittiloCkheai 
James  Hair,  GoiAtii  tiiem 
James  Huntefy  refiner  there 
John  Hanter,  miner  tbttt 
Thomas  Hqnt6r,  minist-  thdM 
tjcorgc  Htmter,  miner  there 
William  Harkne^,  miner  ther^ 
Rl&kn  Hyik^,  fpouie  16  John  (^oifaipMbli  ioidcecper 
James  Hair,  tailor  in  Sanquhar 
Jdhn  Hair,  weaver  therd 
Jaftieft  Hontdr,  cdti-^i^e  there 
William  Hunter,  tailor  thcrfe 
John  Hanter,  flioemaker  there 
John  Haflop,  ^iner  there 
John  Hunter,  portioner  of  Grofthead 
James  Humer,  fmith  th^re 
James  Hardie  in  Tweedfiftuir 
Margaret  Httnteir  iii  Hirftcm  th^rC 
Chriftian  Henderfbn  in  Car terhop  there 
Gavin  Hamilton,  couper  in  Stonehbufe 
Robert  Hunter  in  Weft-Kilbride 
Robert  Howie  in  Sidehead 
William  Howie  in  Marktand 
Allan  Howie,  clockmaker  the^ 
William  Houdon^  merchant  in  Ri(:heft6n 
William  Honur,  cHocfLmaker  in  DehH 
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Jimes  Highat  in  Hillhonie  I ' 

David  Harper  in  Fullwood 
James  Hanna,  wcfret  io  Maybole 
John  Hodgotie,  weaver  there 
William  Hunter  in  Patiefmiil 
John  Hamilton  of  Alton 
James  Harvie,  finith  ,    • 

WilHam  Haftic,  tailor  '  . 

Francis  Hood,  tailor 
Walter  Hunter  in  Kitkmtcbael 
William  Hunter  ip  Siratioti        ..    *      . 
James  Holms  of  Kifkltilc       .    •    .  r 
Hugh  Hamilton  in  Shawton 
William  Hamilton,  portioner  in  Hill 
Robert  Houltoni*  weaver  in  Paifley  .       ♦     - 
Charles  Humphrie  in  Tarboltoa 
Baillie  John  Huftter,  in  Newton  of  Ayr 
Janet  Hamilton  in  Preftick  ^ 
William  Heron  in  Dalmelington 
Matthew  Henderlbn,  tailor  ia.pgndonald 
John  Harvie  in  Auchenleck 
h 
The  revcrctKl'Mr'  Edward  Johnfton,  minifter  of  the 
gofpel  in  Moffat  • 

John  Johnlton,  fen.  baker  there 

Alexander  Jamiefon,  mef chant  in  Leiinabagpw,  1 2  cop. 

David  Jack  in  Siockbridgs  there        » 

William  Ingram  in  Sanquhar    . 

Robert  Ingram  in  Chapleton 

John  Ingles,  tailor  jn  St.  Qoivox 

Jofhua  Johnflon,  merchant  in  Lanark,  36  copies. 

James  Jamie(bn,  (a i lor  in  Ayr 

William  Johnilon,  fen.  merchant  in  Douglas 

William  Johnfton,  jun.  merchant  there  n 

Elizabeth  Johnftan  in  Douglas 

Helen  Johnfton  there  .  :v   . 

Thomas  Ingles,  mafon  in  Camwath  .  - 

John  Jack  fcvn  in  Dyk eh ead  there 

Patrick  Jack,  tailor  in  Saltcoats  :  •  . 

William  Jack,  nwd tiler  there 

Hugh  Jamielbn,  fti9emaker  in  Largs 

Thomas  Jamiefoa  in  Hill  ^        i  Chrifliin 
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Chriftian Johnfton,  iaHaftbn,  Tweedfmdir 
Robert  Jamiefon,  tailor  in  KilmamOck  • 
John  Jack,  in  Kil wining  parifti-   ^ 
Gilbert  Johnftan,  Ixotcbei:  in  Mofiat 
Kl       • 
John  King,  of  Csirs,  Lochwinoch  paridi  *       < 

John  Kenedy  in  Ktrkmichael 
James  Kirkland  so  Higbiide   - 
James  Keilo,  d^er  inHamiitoa 
Robert  Kirkland  ia.S&rn 

John  Kay,  in  Klews  there  '* 

Thomas  Kirkiand,  tailor  in  Chapleton 
John  Kirk  land,  in  jTarbolton  ^ 

Alexander  Kay,  gardener  in  Maach^ati 
John  Kay,  in  Dyxfon'tb^re 
John  Kay,  farmer  ihOchletrec  ''  . 

William  Kcr,  in  Irvenlparifli  .  '    ;  * 

Adam»Logan»  merchant  in  Ayr        • 
John  Leacock  of  New-work  , 
Jlobert  Lorimer  of  Holm ' 
John  Lindfay,  floremafter  in  Hillhoufe 
John  Lowrie,  mercfaiant  in  Stonehoufe^  ^  copied     ; 
Robert  Lorimer  iaPehpunt 
Richard  Liddle»  tailar.in  London.    <       ' ' 
Janet  Lamont  in  Barnwel 

Robert  Lorimer  in  <}onelbafh  ^         "    ^''    :. 

Edward  jLorimer  in  High-Conelbu(h' 
'William  Lorimer  aaDrombnie 
John  Lawder  in  Duntcicleuch- 
William  Logan,  nilner  in  Wanlockhdid-     ' 
Thomas  Lowrie,*  mifon  there         '  '  ' 

Alexander  Lightbodie,  fhielter  therit 
William  Ltidlaw' there  '       .      ' 

Alexander  Lindfay  in  Cledence 
Katharine  Lindfa^^rindLamingtOji  Mains  •'  ^ 

John  Loudon  in  Strathaven  •' 
George  Lorimer  in  Qatifidc  v 

James  Lees  in  Molgiel 

Janet  Lees  there  '     u   .' 

James  Lightbodie,  forith  iii  Lefmahiigow     •      '  <^  ^ 

::  c  3  WiJliam 
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IXTilliam  lUmont  in  ^miftoan 
James  Leinimaa  of  Picvland 
George  Lockhart  in  Carftairs 
John  Leiper»  fen«  tijjcnr  hi  Haaultoa 
John  Leiper,  jun.  tailor  there 
Andrew  i^mi^n^  wetver  In  Aiir 
John  Lees,  in  High -IfOgan^  Sorft 
Mungo  Lennox,  in  Whitdet  theot  . 
Janet  Lambroughtoo  in.  Kiltnavnoaii 
AVilliam  Leifhman,  fmith  ia.  Qla%aw 
Robert  Lowrie  in  Muidriit 

Baillie  James  M'Caui  ia  Saa^uiisr^ 
Baillie  Wiili^m  Al^Jkbxh  then 

John  Murchlan,  dyfter  m  lEJIoianMiab 
ohn  Miligan,  weaver  in  Sanquhar 
Samuel  M'Morien  in  RevhiU 
John  Maclebain  in  Brandlees 
'William  Merrilee\  fmith  ia.  Wjanlookbead 
John  M'Crierock,  miner  tlicm 
Alexander  Mof&t,  miner  tberai 
Robert  M*Nadgh<l»  miner  tfaers^ 
Barj^ahy  ^^ir»  weaves  in  Sjnmgtsm 
John  Murray,  in  Harftoa^  TmedfinMr 
James  Murray  in  Mii»i«iL  tlMTft 
Marion  Mack  in  Hamiltoa 
James  Morifon,  jun.  ia  Salteoaas 
David  Murdoch/ at  tlMtkM^Q^Aaohenkek 
James  M'Gavan  in  Qandaw  tiew 
James  Mitchel  in  Hitt  tham 
^  Hugh  Marr.,  ^k^vm  ia  Gumnoek 
Ceprge  M'Rae  in  Nev^Ciunnock  * 
j^hn  M'Ronel  ia  Bntafton  theie 
Robert  Monfoud,  (hipmafier  ia  ^Itooafs 
Robert  M*Kinlay  in  Dou^dis^ 
'William  M^kimmiwig;  ta  Oaky»p|» 
Jahies  Murray*  tailor  thara  ^ 

John  M'Cerrov,  farmer  iaSora 
Thomas  Marr  in  Hole  there 
Adam  Marr  there 
Patrick  MaU^  m^iahapr  ia  Sora 

Hungd 
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SUBSCJtIBERS    MAMBS. 

Uungo  M'Cerrow,  in  Clooferd^  Som 
William  M'Kroae,  in  Bnes  tiperc 
Agnes  Murdoch  there 
James  Midde,  tailor  ia  Ayr 
'  James  M*Fic,  couper  there. ' 
William  Mitchtl,  couper  there 
John  Mitchel,  weaver  ther^ 
James  Muir,  kue  faiior  these 
John  Mafbn,  weaver  there 
John  M*Climont4here 
Gilbert  Murdoch,  gardener  there 
John  M'Clij»9Qt  ioKinkkwie 
John  Matr  in  Bankhooie 
John  MitcheJ,  weaver  in  Kilmarnock 
Hugh  Muir,  jun.  weaver  there 
David  Muir  in  TtmihiU  there 
Robert  MfUoua*  tohacco-fpinncv^thiere 
Thomas  MarfhaJL  mierctoit  Im  Le(m«bagoir,  ic  copies 
James  M*Kay,  fchoeiaKifter  iaCorQibem 
John  McMillan  of  JBrochlodc  (here 
William  Mar<,  ^>yer  there 
William  M*RunneK  lievv-wright  in  Afoyfaole 
Hugh  M*  Whiter,  weaver  tbtr« 
John  M^Whinnie  there 

William  M*Whinnie  these.  ^    ' 

Thomas  M*P)w%an,  mevcboftt  in  Maybole 
Hugh  Macntcbifofi,  inrtght  tn  Kirknichael 
Alejcinder  Moris,  weaver  in  Kifmiani^ek 
John  M*Climont  iir  Kirkbride  shdrt 
Robert  M*Fadzen  in  BairdmtU  thdro 
John  M*Kinzie 
John  McMillan  in  Stration 
William  Mitchel  in  Trolton  ihev9 
Gilbert  M*GltikiQOt 
Ifobel  M'Rindle  in  Daley 
Robert  Merrie,  in  BiairmiU^  ^^^^ 
David  Muir,  Wright  and  flax-dreftos  :t]we 
David  Moris,  taiioriti^e  '  .<     . 

John  Muir,  miller  there    -  .    - 

Robert  M'Farlan,  tailor  in  Erfkine 
William  Muir»  fam4s  in  Arnifbonii^  .  \ 

«  4 
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Ilobcrt  M*CaIpinc,  merchant  in  Irven 

Mifs  Annie  M*Rae  in  Ladyhall 

James  M'iVIath,  wright  in  Caltton 

Andrew  M'Lewrick,  weaver  in  Kilmarnock 

Janet  Mpir  in  l^^ewmiHs 

John  M'Cleland,  weaver  in  Ocheltree* 

WilJiam  Manfon  in  Lefhefbck  there 

George  MjJle,  weaver  in  Burnfoot  there 

Hugh  Maciiwrath  in  Barr  parifh 

Adam  Macutchon  in  Blackrow  there 

John  Mutt^  in  Caldcr,  Dalferf  pari(h 

Mt.  Thomas  M'George,  of  Au<!henitoch,  Onr  parini 

Willi^im  Marfhal  in  Ea(t-Kilbridc 

Matthew  MoiFat  in  Lamington 

Andrew  Morion  in  Strathaven  • 

Alexander  Mai:fhal,  merchant  there  ' 

William  Marflial,  pbrtioner'of  Aidltonhead 

John  Marfhal,  poiftioner  of  Chapletoa       ^ 

John  Marfhai,  portioner  of  Heads   ^ 

James  Morri(cn,  wright  in  Chtfpleton 

Alexander  M*Culloch,  gardener  in  Tatbolton 

John  Millar^  jun*  in  YondelW 

James  Martin,  ftore-maft*r  in  Moffat  parifh 

James  Millar,  Couper  in  PrefUck     • 

Allan  M'Crae,  couper  there'  • 

Thomas  Miller^  fchoolmafter  at  Flnwick 

William  MilHgftiit,  in  LaughtmbrtOn  parilb 

James  Murray  rfl  Skarirng 

John  M'Kay,  in  Laithfwaid  parifh 

James  Muir  in  Crwfs-ridge 

James  M*Gavan,  fmith' in  Hawgh 

Hugh  M*Cowan,  wright  there         '    ' 

John  Murdoch  in  Willookflon  •        • 

William  M'Vey,  fhoemaker  in  Mauchian 

Robert  Miibr  in  Hawgh  there     •  « 

David  Murdoch  Irt  Bbiglwufo 

John  Merrie  tKiere  *  ' » 

Mr.  James  Mitchcl,  fludent  of  Divinity 

David  Morton  in  Cragieton 

William  M'Calaliw  in  Sidehcad    ■ 

Thomas  Murcbland  in  Tembieh<»ufe 

Wyiiam 
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"William  M*G^],  (hoemaker  in  Dllmeliiigron 

Janet  M'Lure  there  

Robert  M*Cill,  officer  there 

Martin  MGlimonf  there 

Thomas  M'Caul  there 

Andrew  M*Groa  there 

Alexander  M* Michel,  merchant 

David  Morrow,  (locking  worker  Fn  Hamilton 

William  M'Neter,  fcho^ilmaftcr  in  Barr 

Charles  M'Garfto,  weaver  in  Bait  parish 

John  M*Clellan,  weaver  in  Paifiey 

Hugh  M*Cle*lan,  weaver  there 

David  M'Curreth,  tailor  in  Ciadahoufe 

Adam  Muir,  weaver  in  Paifley 

John  Miliar,  wtight  in  Kays,  at  Stonebyars 
Nv 
William  Nivcn,  merchant  in  Sorn 

John  Nimmo,  Aioemaker  in  Mauchlan 

John  Neil  in  St.  Quivox 

David  Nicol,  tailor  in  Kirkmichael 
Mungo  Nicoi,  couper  in  Currie 

William  Nicol,  miller  in  GlenHofm 
James  Noble,  jtenent  in  Kilbucha 

Steven  Noble,  in  Newland  pariAi 
Thomas  Nairn  in  Spittle,  Carnw^tth 
James  Naifmich  in  Hamilton 
Mary  Nicol  in  Birth  wood 
Paul  Neilfon,.  m  Hill  of  Wandfe     ■ 
Robert  Neilfon,  farmer  there       •    • 
John  Nivcnfon,r  wright  in  Wanlockhead 
John  Neilfon,  weaver  in  Paiflciy     •    •'  .  .       - 
O. 
Robert  Orr:>!n!WaterfbA^Kilbi|rchin 
Mary  Osbarn  in  Sidehead  '"iv    *^ 

Margaret  Ormiitonf  in  I^etinbfi 

J  p.     .  •;  . 

Mr.  James  Pedenr  forgcon  in  Witfhaw 
Mr.  Andrew  Paterfon,  furgton  In  Slifhquhar 
William  Porteous  there 
Andrew  Porteous  there  •     ■■ ;    •' 

Robert  Porteous,  miner  in  Wank>okh^ad 
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John  Pewnaam  wqat  Ut  Wa«IoeUiead 
•  Hugh  Peden,  jun.  in  Sorn 
Mary  Peden  there 
James  Pollock,  fmith  in  Ghaplet^n 
Andrew  Paterfbn,  mafon  there 
Mr.  George  Porteous,  officer  offxibife  ift  fjRiari^ 
John  Patrick  in  Bourlcapttig 
Mr.  Robc:i:t  PatorTcH^,  meiduttt  b  Qctielcroe 
David  Park  la  DalmeUagtOft 
Matthew  Paterfbp.  th«re 
James  Paterfon  in  O^mberton  th«ve 
Mr.  John  Peacock,  mevchani  in  Scew«rton«  t%  tOfms 
Euphan  Parker  in  l^dixh 
Johp  Poe  in  Corfeboufe 
Janet  Poe  there- 
George  Purdlc  in  Withcljtde 
John  Paterlbn  in  Hilit^OHfa 
Janet  Paterfon  there. 
John  Paton  in  Netherland 
George  Paton  in  Pfumfo^k- 
David  Paton,  jun.  in  M^iBhoIm 
Thomas  Pagan  ir>  KiHochfide 
Thomas  Patte,   me«ch;inli  in  l^efmafai^OW^  IS  COpks 
Andrew  Paterfon  in  Hs^ughhead 
John  Paterfon,  t^n^ot  ia  Camwath 
James  Paton,  fieve*wright  m  HamUtoOi 
David  Paton  there 
Margaret  Pearfon,  fpoub  t&tlMdec«yErdWiUMmlMu^ 

doch,  baker  in  Hamikott 
WiJJiam  Pati^ribn;  (tiiant  in  Waliba     , 
Robert  Piulip»  in  Dairy  paiifli  ..    . 

E.  , 

The  rtvemmi  Mr.  Andieir  Reid;  miniABi;o£  iluB  gof- 
*p^J  in  CorCphcgn 
Hugh  Roxburgh,  roaibn  in  Milton 
William  Rrggs  at  Bridgend,  Corfphern      ^ 
Alexander  Rorriloo  ia  Orfphon 
Robert  Rankine  in  Umbead 
Matthew  Reid  in  Stair 
John  Rodger,  Carpenter  in  KtKkofwald 
John  Ruuel^  we^et  io  0^uhur 

John 
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John  Rutherford,  "Wuhcr  In  WanJodtlieadI  "^ 

John  RiddJe,  weaver  in  Eaft  K^ibfido 
John  Roxburgh,  baker  in  OMonbeltmi 
John  Ro{s,  Quarpeor  there 
f'rancis  Reid,  merchant  in  Strstha^reo  ^ 

"Wiinam  Ruflel,  fmith  at  Muirkiik 
Charles  Robb,  farmer  in  Ayr  , 

Robert  RuITel,  (mith  Jn  Btntiiead,  Som,  f^  copies 
James  Reid,  farmer  in  Sorn. 
John  Richmond  there 
Jane  RichmoQd,  in  Sand-bed  tltere 
Hugh  Reid,  weaver  at  Som 
Thomas  Robertfon  in  Gffeenaton 
James  RuiTeJ,  turner  in  RaraJkon 
Mr.  William  Robertfon  in  Auchenfiek 
William  Roger  in  Muliken-hal! 
William  Reid  in  Poudoekrows 
David  Ritchie,  in  Brocks-bum,  UphaM 
William  Richard,  merchant  in  Newmills 
James  Reid,  fchoolmafler  at  Gla^oord-klrk: 
William  Ronnald  in  Binnah 
David  Refard,  fmith  in  Newton  of  Ayr  ^ 
John  Reid,  weaver  in  ParOey 
John  Reid,  in  Lons  of  Dondbnald 
John  Reid,  portioner  of  Bumaich 
Matthew  Richmond,  merchant  in  Mauchho 
William  Richmond  in  Holhoufe 
John  Reid,  (choolmaOer  m  paHfh  of  Inch  ^ 
Kiehsurd  Rebl^,  in  SkarHng  parilh 
S. 
Adam  Somervel  of  Turbito-dykc-bcad 
John  Somervel  of  ditto 

John  Somervel^  Chapman  in  Petenon,  6  coprtt 
James  Somervel  in  Bagmu^  there  • 

Thomas  Scot,  in  Blyth,  Linton  parifh 
William  Slo^,^  fnei*chftnt  in  Dafnielin^Oft 
John  Stevenlbn  in  Barr  pari(h 
James  Slofs  in  Dalmelington 
Alexander  Smith  there 
David  Skimmine,  carpenter  there 
Mifs  Peggy  Sloan,  merchant  there 
Robert  Simpfon,  merchant  in  DundonaM 
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James  Sievcnfon  in  Thornyeat  .*• 

John  Stevenfon  in  Wfeiteke 
Janifs  Sim  in  Goidb^tne 
David  Smith,  flioeniakcr  in  Stewarton 
Robert  Shaw,  jun.  ift-Gornhiil 
Hugh  Smilic,  tailor  in.BanWhcad 
John  Stirling  in  Fairwa^is* 
David.  Samfon,  dyer  in  vHawgh 
James  Shirrila,  farmer  in  St^  Qui  vox 
Robert  Smith,  merchant  in  Mauch^n 
John  Semple,  portion*; r  of  Chapleton 
Andrew  Semple,  Ihoemaker  there 
James  Stobo,  Ihoemaker  there 
John  Stobo,   malbn  there  :. 

Thomas  Semple,  wrigh^t  there 
John  Smith  in  Tarbplton 
Andrew  Streliorn  in  Miilburn  there 
Mary  Smith  in  Shawnopk  there 
George  Scot,  Skinner  in  Lanark 
Andrew  Smith  in  Liberton  t     »  '  • 

John  Scot,   farmer  there 
John  Somcrv^i,  ^rn^er  there 
James  Smith,  in  Hogs*caftle  there 
George  Snap,  in  Airtherikicld  tliere    . 
Robert  Stewart,  wright  in  Dairy  ' 
Robert  Stewart  in,  Kilbarchan.      , 
Robert  Stewart,  coal<hewer  there 
James  Spiding  inMicklefton. 
William  Stewart,  overieer  to  the  Honourable  Earl  of 

Eglinton's  coal- work 
James  Steel  in  Miilburn  .  ,     "  * 

James  Steel  in  Kilb'ucha 
George  Siorie  there 
John  Smith  in  Dy kebead 
John  Sinciar  ja  Kirkbride 

Robert  St cong,  tailor  in  Mickle-Efi^pck      •  " 

Anne  Stirling  in  Hamilton  /   .      • 

Margaret  Smiilie  there 

William  Steel,    ftay maker  in  Saltcoats  .  •    .      .     , 
James  Sheerer,  Carieriii  Ayr  ' 

David  Sloan,  in  the  pariili  of  Kells 

.  .,     J%mes 
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James  Sloan,  in  Largicery,  K^l(  parifii 

James  Smith,  farmer  in  Sorn 

Thomas  Spe^r,  in  fioigend  tbew. 

Nathaniel  Scot  in  Douglas 

George  Sarofon,  miller  in  Auchenleck 

Jamts  Strang  of  Weithottfe  .   ^^ 

John  Smith,   weaver  in  Strath^ven  ^ 

AVilliam  Semple,  Shoemaker  t|iere 

William  Steven  ion;  weaver  in  Kilmarnock 

Marion  Small  in  Sffathav^ 

James  Sutherland  there, 

Irfaomas  Semple,  wrigbt  in  Audftonehead 

William  Stevenfon  in  Muirkirk  #       ^ 

Agnes  Steel  in  Conclbu(h 

Agnes  Sawer  in  Barn wei 

John  Shaw,  farmer 

John  Stewart  in  Kirkmichael 

John  Steel  of  'Waterhead 

John  Semple  in  Bankhead 

William  Struthers,   baker  in  ^Kilmarnock 

John  Sheerer  in  Watfton 

John  Stevenfon,  in  Barr  parifli 

Alexander  Swanfon,  lint-drcfljbr  in  ChCgoyf 
T. 
Adam  Thomlilbn,  flatter  in  palzell 

John  Telfer  in  Stration 

James  Telfer  ijjere    ^  ,. 

John  Twefdale  in  Coalburn    . 

John  Tod,    (choolmaftcr  in  Stewarton 

William  Thorn fon,   tailor  in  Sanquhar 

William  Telfer  in  ^irointian    .      . 

Andrew  Tait,  miner  in  Sanquhar 

Robert  Tait,   wafher  in  Wanlockbcad  .  ,  * 

A lexantler  Telfer,' miner  t her ei'   ;■  j  ,  ^ 

John  Teifci,  imi  keeper  there    .,  •     ,,  >. 

Janet  Tweedie,   in  Harfton,  jTwecdrmuir  ,  .  .-   ' 

Jarnes  Thomlbn,  farmer  in  Giibaok  "  .1  * 

James  Torrance  in  TweediehaJi^  ,  ,  '.  / 

John  Tailor,  tailor  in  Ayr         *  :     ».  ^} 

John  Templeton  in  Hapiand       ,  > 

William  Train,  ihiith  in  Sorn 

William 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  I  < 


William  THom^i  WIAvtriASmt 

Thomas  Tenent  m^QaravTit'li 

Thomas  Tunahill,  w^mr  in  Paiiley 

John  Tailor,  in  Borland  X^<^^oii 

Janet  Thomfun,  'ttA&ttr  ii^ivs0M$*  , 

Hugh  Tcmpleton  in,  Mickldlon 

John  Tenent»  ia  Coftdh  of  Ayf 

James  Tod  in  Baigmcilfi 

Pavid  Tait  in  it^6kts 

Alexander  Trefel,  in  Boigeoi,  NtfirlMid  foMt 

The  revered  Mft  jdltih  Wulker„    ^iniihf  of  tbe 
Aflbciate  Congregation  at  Denny 

l^r.  James  Whyte  ofStockbrks,  baiHi^  hi  £)ougIts 

Mr.  Peter  Waiion,  overfecr  ofthe  tof&'^frotk  al  kven 

George  W^tfon  in  Sbilihill-mains 

WiiJiam  Wright,  weaver  ill  Paifl*y 

James  Whyte  in  Liberton  pariih 

Tbomas  Wiifon  in  Jamefton 

William  Whitcfoi^d,  wedvel* 

John  Wilibn,  wqiver  in  Irvcn 

John  Wallace  in  Littleftbtt 

Baillie  John  Wiiliamfoln'  in  Siinqiiihaf 

Hugh  Wallace  in  SlathoJe,  Ochletrce 

David  Weir,  farrter  o/Ochie-tfefc 

Adam  Wiifon^  Shoemaker  in  KilmtrfMck 

John  Wright,  maltfter 

John  Weir  in  Whinmuir 

Charles  Wilfbn,  gardener  in  Ayr  ' 

John  Wood  in  Biggarfhields 

William  Wiifon,  attendant  to  his  grace  ihtf  dttke  of 

Doaglas 
Janet  Willbniniom 
Jofeph  Watt,  fmith  in  Pordfhonth  there 
Baillie  John  Wilibn,  merchant  in  Kiimarn(lck 
James  Watfon,  fmith  thire 
Robert  Walker  in  Itaith 
William  Wartlaw,  in  Ncwhrnd  parifti 
George  Wakcr  there 
Thomas  Wy  I  lie  inStoniepath 
Wiliiimii  Wiifon  in  Saltcoats 
Jbha  Wyllie,  wright  in  Saltcoats  _         Jamct 
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James  ^Vatibn  in  Bagmuirs 

George  Walboe  in  Mauchlan 

AlexaDder  Wyllie,  fmith  in  Mikon 

Robert  Witherfpoon,  hammejmaa  in  tfla^^W*  6cogJ 

Samuel  Watfon  in  Muirburn  -    ) 

Alexander  Watfon  in  Biackbura 

John  Wau  in  Arpockhill 

John  Workman  in  Weft-Killbride 

G.  W.  ofC.  a  fine  Copy 

Thomas  Watfon,  in  MUlhiii  of  Walldle 

George  White  in  Mrllr^e 

Thomas  Weir,  maitltgr  in  Strathaven 

John  Williamfon*  fmitK  'm  6atefiiie 

George  Whiggams,  (hoemaker  in  Sanquhar  ' 

^  James  Withrington,  weaver  there 
'  Mr.  David  Willi&mibn,  ftoremaiter  In  Bumfit  -  - 

A^eMnder  Wood,   wa^^ef  ia  WtirinrkhqA 

Tbomai  Williamfon,  ftotekeefcr  ili«r» 

John  Wallat  in  Dalmelington 

Margaget  Wftliec  theie 

James  Wclfli,  fmith  there 

George  Wood»  jnKern,  Kirkcopel  poriih 

David  W^iih,  feihh  in  DalmeKagtbn  ^  ^ 

Robert  Watfon  in  Loni*    • 

John  Wyiiie«  portioner  of  Mofi-fide 

John-Wylite  in  Chapicton 

John  Walker  in  Aocbentiber 

Wiiiiam  Wright,  weavtr  in  ktchertoii 

David  Wyllie,  malbn  in  Clowmouth 

John  Wallaee  in  Nedierlind    _ 

Hugh  Wallace,  fervant 

Eiizabetfa  Wallace  in  Hawgh  ..    T 

Robert  Wiifon  in  Gib'jyard 

Archibald  Walker,  in  the  parift  ofMiz^iegafT    ) 

Kobett  WafoA  in  Bumton 

Joh»  Wigbt  in  Daley  parifli 

George  Weir,  in  Woodhead  c^"  Black  woo4 

James  W^cif  of  Hiil 

Thomas  Whyte  in  Craighead 

George  Weir,  mxltfter  in  Rodgerhill 

Wiilkm  Wallace*  wright  in  Stair 

WillU Ji  Whyte^  weaker  in  Kilmamodc    ^     ^. 
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Thomas  WilJjc  in  Bankhoufc  there 

Mrs.  Wight  in  Portmark     '    *        .      /  ^ 

John  Wafon  in  Whitcjee?"  ■    ' 

John  ^Wallace  jq  Atichnerwintrc    * 

Miigh-Wati  in  Cfanberry^^mols  * 

George  Weir  in  Warriftbri 

Patrick  Urie,  farmer  in  HHi 

James  VaJJance,  ftoremaltcr  in  Withefeawgh 
-        Y. 
Thomas  Young,  merchant  in  Lanark^ 
John  Young  in  Croft -hill»-head,  farmer 
Robert  Young,  fmith,in  Newbrgging 
John  Young  flaxtr  in  Sorn 
Hugh  Yoiing,  in  Burnfide  of  Muirkirk  > 
James  Young,  tailor  in  Carmichaei 
Thomas  Youngs  tailor  there 
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INTRODUCTORY 

S     E     R     M    O    N 

ON  ^ 

A  c  T  s   X.  29. 

I  ask  therefore f'jr  vshat  intent  ye  have fmt  for  me. 

WAVING  the  formality  of  an  introdu- 
ftion,  I  fhall  lay  before'you  a  few  re- 
marks for  clearing  the  occafion  of  the 
apoftle's  ufing  this  queftion,  and  the  reafbn  why  ^ 
we  have  miade  choice  of  this  text  at  this  time  for 
the  fiibjeft  of  this  difcourfe.     And, 

1 .  This  chapter  contains  a  large  and  particu-, 
lar  account  of  one  Cornelius  a  Roman  centurion, 
or  captain  of  an  hundred  Ibldiers,  his  converfion 
to    chriflianity. 

2.  Cornelius,  though  by  birth  a  Romaa,  was 
of  the  Jewifli  religion,  a  profelyte.  Thefe.who. 
of  other  nations  embraced^  the  true  religion,  aflb- 
elating  themJelves  to  the  Jews,  ^vepe  called  pro-, 
ielytes:  and  they  were  either  fuch  as  joined  with 
the  Jews  ift  the  whole  rites  of  their  religion,  being 
circumciled  as  were  the  Jews.;,  or  liich  as  adhered 
to  the  (ubftantials  of  their  religion,  •  but  remained 
uncircumiciftd.  Thcforhxeribrt  were.called  pro- 

A  '^  ^     felytes 
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2         AN^lNTROE^UCTORt  SerMOK 

felytes  oCrxghteouCiefs,  or  of  the  covenant ;  the 
latter,  profelytes  of  the  gate.  Interpreters  feena 
agreed  that  Cornelius  was  af  profelyte  of  the  gate, 
one  who  owned  the  fubfbnce  of  religion,  but  re- 
mmnedr  tincirciuncfrfed)  and  did*  not  joki  i^a  tke 
whole  t^  th<?ir  woffftip.  ^ 

3.  This  captain  was  a  true  convert  before  this 
dMccfvery  off  the  go<p^  came  to?  him  by  the  So- 
ftie:  *  he  wl^'^icceptei  ©f  God^  and  therefore,  was* 
not  to  be  accounted  unclean.  Now  none  iavc 
thefe  who  are  converted  can  be  accepted;  (or tAey 
that  are  in  the  flejh  cartnot  pleafe  .God^;  and  with^ 
out  faith  it  is  impoffihle  to  pleajh  him;  for  he  that 
cames.  to  him  mufi  believe  that  ha  is  a  rewarder 
of  them,  that  diligently  feek  him^  Heb.  x:i-  ^,  ' 
Wherefore, 

4.  He,  no  doubt,  leaned  upori,  the  promiled 
Meffiah  Jefiis  Giirift  forjii^  a!ccept^uid«'  tfith  Cod, 
fince  ndn&  can  come  to  the  father  but  by  hhrif  v^o 
b  the  vxayy  the-  truth,  tmd  the  life,  and  wfi^  only 

'♦can  guide  femers  rn  then:  alpproacbes  to  God. 

5.  God  bei^  a  rewarder  of  fuch  as  ditigeit^tly 
leek  him,  did  reward  this  man's  0itb  arid  obedi- 
ence whh  the  goffpel  revelation  of  his  Son  Jdus 
.Ghrifty  wfience  be  came  to  lOmderftand  that  the 
Meffiah  fee  looked  for,  was  already  come..  Hi& 
prayers  and  alms*dee<ds^  are  faid  to.  cdme  up  for  a 
memorial  before  God ;  iidt  as  if  there  had  been 
any  thing  of  merit  in  "tvhat  was  don^  or  attained 
toj  -buft:  to  encoforage  others;  and  difeovet  the 
rkb^s  of  God's  bounty,  hi  rewarding  fie^ly,  .ac- 
c6t-dirig  to  hfs  rich  grace,  the  dihgenc  im^proJTe- 
msnt  ^  lightiwlth  greater  degrees  of  light  and 
Hfe;  and  tWs  itetrard  «.  not  of  debt,,  biit  of  rich 
andfovcreign  gface!  ' 

6.  Thk^  faint  waiting,  foe  :tbe  cbnG^tion  of  I(^ 

rael. 
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tad, has  ^  Vt^xamfcoiii God,  bkldmg hiiti  fen4 for 
the  apoftle  Peter:  whence  we  may  ksrn,  ThAt 
God  'has  d.  great  ue^efil  for  his  own  inftitutidns. 
The  gofjJcl  rramftry,  is- of  divine  appoiaunent, 
and  therelbre>  ^e  Lord  rc&ra  Gorjielius^  to  it, 
though  It  had  been  no  left  eafy  td  hsfve  (Kfcovered 
♦Chrift  to  hhn.  i»  the  vifidn.   . . 

7.*  Pctcrba3  a.vHionsto  thcj&tnepurpofe,  rci- 
jBOtiog  fuck  obieftions  as  might  make  him  icnv 
.ple:  whence  we  toay  remark^  That  when  the 
Lord  deflgds  good  to  a  people,  by  a  mtnifter,  be 
gyves  both  tibe,  people  cleamefi  to  call,  and  the 
aujoiftcr  clearneid  to  come;  tfaodgh  not  in  fuch 
an  extrawdinaryniatiner  as  this  here  made  ufe  of 

8.  When  the  apoftle,  in  compliance  with  Cor- 
nelhis  his  Call,  and  God's  call,  or  rather  the  Lord's  : 
joining  in  the  fitme  call  with  hrm,  comes  to  the 
place  where  he  wa$ ;  the  firft  qiieilion  he  pats  to 
him  is  that  which  we  have  read  tg  yota:  I  ask 
therefore  for  nvhat  intent  you  have  fint  for  mt^ 
-  and  this  he  doth  notwitbflanding  he  had  got  ibme 
account  of  this  from  the  fervants  who  were  fent 
for  him  by  Cornelius. 

.    The  words  are  in  themfelves  pdsdn,  and  thcre^ 
fijre,  we  ihali  not  offer  any  explication  of  them,  , 
but  lay  before  you  this  doftrine,  which  is  paL* 
pably  contained  hi  them.     That, 

A  faithful  gofpd  miniftcr  troming  amoE^^a 
people  npontheir  call  will  be  very  defirous  to  koow 
what  their  defigiiis  in  calling  him  were.  /  ask 
therefore  for  tixkat  intent  you  have  fent  for  me.  ' 
-  In  difcoorfing  thispcMnt,  we  fhali  enquire,  i* 
What  dcfign  a  people  /houid  have  in  calling  a 
goipd  minifbcr.  2.  What  way  they  ftiould  e- 
vide^e  theic  to  bp  thieir  defigns.  ^  Make  ibme 
,    K:j^  -  en- 
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enquif y  into '  the  reaCins  of  the  doftrine.    And, 
*laftly,  apply  the  whole,  ' 

To  begin  iwith  the-firft  of  thefe,  The  ddSgns 
a  people  ihduld  have  in  calling  a  golpel  minifter, 
ai-e  niany .  -   We  fhall  endeavour  to  reduce  them 
oa  ikw.    And,'   ,         i       .  .  /  . 

I.  A  people  (hpuld,;  hx  calling  a  golpel  mini-- 
fter,  defign  to'heayfrom  him  the  whole  .counfel 
of  God-in-.refeience  to  their  reternal  lalvation* 
This  is  the  great  bufineis  of  gofpel  piiniftersf, 
to  declare  the  wihple  counfel  of  God  .to  thefe  to 
wihorn  they-  come,  to  keep  js^thing  back  fiom 
them,  that  rhay  be  of  tife  to  them.  So^  their  com- 
jniffien  runs,  Matth.  xxviii.  19,  20* -Go ye  therc^ 
farey  and  teach  all  nations^  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son}  and  of  the 
~Moly  Ghofl :  teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things 
fwhatfoever  r have  commanded youy  and  [oj^  J^m 
fmth  yau  always  even  to  the  end  of  the  woHdj 
Amen.  Ai^d  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  in 
that  famous  farewel  fermoh  of  his  to  the  church 
of  Ephefos,  which  we  have  recorded,  Afts  xx. 
from  the  1 7*.  and  downward,  appeals  to  the  coix- 
fcience  of  that  people  as  to  his  fiiithfulnefs  in  ful- 
filling his  commillion  in  declaring  to  them  the 
whole  counfel  of  God,  verfe  2  7 .  And  in  keeping  back 
nothing  that  could  be  profitable  to  them^  ver.  20. 
■\Vhoever  would  approve  himfelf  a  faithful  gofpel 
ipinifter,  muft  take  care  faithfully  to  difcover  to 
his  hearers  tlieir  loft  and  undone  ftate  by  nature, 
ttiat  they  are  all  become  guilty  before  God,  and 
that  there  is  no  other  way  of  their  obtaining  ac- 
cefs  to  him  but  through  Jefiis  Ghrift,  who  is  made 
of  God  to  them  who  believe  wifdom,  righteoaf- 
ne(s,  ianftification  and  redehiption.  To^thefc 
two' doth  the  apoftle  refer  the  whole  of  that  coun- 

r      1    •   ^"* 
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fel  of  God.  He  fhunned  not  to  declare  t6  the  E* 
phdians  in  tHat  forecited  fcripture,  Afts  xx.  2i.\ 
He  teftified  to  all  perfbns,.  Jews  and  Greeks,  re- 
pentance towards  GoAii.  e.  that  they  were  guflty 
of  fuch  offences  againft  God,  as  called  for  deep 
humiliation)  and  faith  toward  our  iord  Jelu*. 
Chrift,  that  is,  that  there  was  no  yay  of  efcaping 
the  wrath  of  Gdd^  but  that  of  dofmg  with  Ghriit 
by  f^th.  This  is  the  matter  of  the  gofpel :  and 
Chri^l's  ftrvants  ate  to  niake  it.  their  bufiriels 
fiiUhfiUly  to  unfold  the  mind  of  God  in  refercfnce. 
to  thefe  two,  man's  ftate  by  nature,  add  what  he- 
may  by  grace  be  advanced  to.  This  is  called,  i\ 
Tim.  V.  17.  a  kiMrtng  in  the  "word and 4^^^mc^ 
This  preaching  of  the  gofpel  takes  m  thuej? 
things.  I,  A  fWl  propolal  of  -  the  ;doftriwe .  juft 
BOW  mentioned^  Mimfters.muft,  without  minch.r 
ing  the  matter,,  plainly  difcover  to  men  their  loft 
ftate,-  and  the  impoffibility  of  recovery  any  other* 
way  than  by  the  gofpel  method^  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  Afts  xx..  21*  2-  They  mufl  dilcover 
thcfe  things,  notas  their  private fentimients  built 
upon  fbme  rational  conclufions  of  their  own  draw^ 
ing  and  framing,  but  as  the  word  ofiGod.  It  is 
Ae  word  of  God  they  are  to  propofe,  and  not 
their  own  private  opinions ;  and  k  is  the  word  of 
God  bearers  are  to  receive  from  them,  i  ThefT 
u.  1 3.  ^  For  this  xaufc  alfo  thank  we  Cody  faith  the 
apoftle,'*u;i/A^«/  oeafing^  becaufi  'when  ye  received 
the  ivof*d  of  Gad^whtch  ye  heard  ofus^  ye  receivA 
ed  it  not  as  .  the-  word  of  meny  but  (a^s  it  is  in 
truth)  the  word  tifdod^  which  effedually  ivorketh 
a^  in  you  that  believe.  3.  This  preaching  of  the 
word  takes  in  not  only  a  f>ropofal  of  the  word  of 
Go4,  but  an  authoritative  declaration  of  it  by  vir-. 
tue  of  a  coramiffion.  derived -from  God.  Theje 
A   2         "  things 
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things  J^takj  and  exhort y  and  rtshukt  wlti  mU^u^ 
tAority,  Tit.  iL   15.    The  word  in"  the  firft  lai»^ 

guage  may  be  rendejrcd  enmmand  ^ith'-  »il 
coiftmand,  Minifters  are  docbed  vitk  auttoiity* 
ftom  God,  and  ki  his  iname,  by  wtue  of  a  com- 
mlffipn.  redei\red  from  him,  thdy  are  to  pi^adi 
tije  gofpel,  and  to  fpeak  the  coimiel  of  God,  ks 
being  his  mouth  to  the  pErf)pl«,  i  Pet>  iv,  1 1. 
This  i$  the  principal  paart  of  Ae  miniHer^r  wbrtt, 
and  therefore  to  hear  the  word  of  God  irbm  them' 
m  lihis  manner  fitoukl  be  the  gfekt  ^iign  of  tH«(e 
triao  call .  a  gofpal  minifter^  that  they  Tuay  tear ' 
from  them  as  the  m/satt  of  God,  ^rha*  by  namre 
they  arc,  and  what  through  the'  grace  of  God  ii 
Chrift  |efij8  they  may  be.     But  now, 

2.  When  a  people  call  a  gofpM  ^minifter^  they 
fhbuld  defign  the  regular  and  orderly  perfomnacKre 
of  the  worihip  of  God*  This  iitorihip  c<f  God,  as 
rt  ifi  <iontrad'uftinguisftied  from  the  doftriile  of  the 
golpel,  of  wMcb^^niider  the  former,  head,  confiAs 
pruicipaily  ^in  the  adminiiteatidn  of  the  ftcfa* 
mems  and  prayer,  pubjic  p^yer,  I  mean,  oiodet* 
which  praHe&^atis:  c»mprehended,:as  bel<mging  to», 
and  always  to  Be  joined  with  W,  40CoMiQg  to- our  x 
Wefled  Lord's  appointment  in  that  forih^^  com- 
nionly  called  thej  Lx>  a  n  *r  P«  ji  lr  £  a ,  whicli 
concludes  with'  thanksgiving.  In-  that  'Sd  <&f^Jthe 
A<n:s  42.  we  hanTC  an  account  of' the  pubKc  ^Moti* 
fliip  of  the  church,  which  confifts  in  pr^achittg, 
there  expreiled  hy  doftrine,  *^ahd  breaking  of 
bread,  that  is,  adnainiftering  the  iacrament  of  th^ 
Lord's  fiipper,  and  prayers  and  praUes.  And  they) 
laith  the  fpirit  of  God  fpeaking  of  the  chnrch, 
coivtinued  in  the  apoftl^s  duBriae  and  fdlfno/hify 
and  in  breaking  of  bready  and  in  prayers.  Aftd 
ver.  47,  Praying  God.    The  cefcbranon  oS  th« 

fa- 
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(acramei^  puWicvpoky^s  and  praifts,  tire  divine 
bftimtioo3  for  the(yvfttipp<^nd^d^ficattoA  of  the  - 
churchy,  M^hich  caijuot  be  gone  about  cm*  orderly 
perform^  witbout  a-  gofpcl  wnifb-y>  who  •  wly 
have  .commiiEon  to  ,cdebrate  theiaftraixie^ts,  and 
tobe,tbelnouth  oftisie  popple  to  God,  in  thpir 
(M^ticafieoibliesy  bd]:>g  funpiilhed  wkh  iipiritual 
gMbfiOT:thi;worit,J\fo^ife.:XKyUi.,i9.  i<3or.  xi,  23. 
and  xiv*  i^.  And  therjefope,  wJk*i  a  ;people  cail 
agpfpd  jniniller,  ,they  {^lould  have  this  ii»  view, 
fls  mie  :great.  defign,  that  thereby  they  nsay  have 
'the:gal|)el  wodhip  celebraied  arxiqog  ithein  ui  9II  • 
its  p5ui9,jajc©Qrding  to  Ghrift*s  iafti£i*tk)a,  to  their 
fpiritual.  advantage,  :3ad  his  glory, 

3.  They  flrould. call  agaQ>el  naii>ifter  to  ruljs 
<mx  .thera.  This  is,  fi»e  pact  of  the  minifter'p 
wcMic,  to aaile  over iis  flock,  i.  Tim,  v.  17.  hH 
the  elders,  $bat  nde  weil^  fte  .CQU^Hed  injaoHhy  of 
iouUe  ianoary  £fpccmUy  they  rnhp  Jaiaur  in  tic 
V}»*d  Mid  dvBrme^  Thig  fuperio!?ity«  which  go- 
fpej  miniflcrs  have^  .is  a>ot  a  .lordly  dominion  ei- 
tlaer  aver  the  perlbns  or  faith  of* their  flock;  No, 
any  thing  of  dais  fort  that  ever  jcrept  into  the 
church,  had  its  rifejfrom  the  fubtilty  of  Satan, 
vho  eavied  its  peace,  and  is  direftiy  oppofite  to 
the  golpei,  which  jforhuds  lordly  dpminion,  the 
gofpei  mimfters  authority  being  \given  only  ftir 
cd^cad^nMnd  mt  fcr  deftm^hn,  as  the  apojftle 
has  it,  2.  Gor.  x.  .8^  And  it  confifts,  j  Jh  »n  au- 
thoritative pubiication  of  the  law*  .of  ,Cbrift*s 
houfe.  2.  In  an  authoritative  enforcement  of 
(hemby.aiaaimflerial  offer  of  the  gdfpel  priviJeges- 
as  theiejKards  of  obedience.  And,  3.  in  a  pow- 
er toinflia,  according  .to  Chrift*s  Appoimment, 
the  goipelpimifiimeaats  upon  the  dt/ohedi'^m,  the 
ki^e(l\i(beKieo^i$^communicatiQa,wb^r0by  the 

'A  4  ^  dir- 
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difobedient  are  delivered  ^vdr  to  Satany^for  tke 
defiru6iton  of  the  flejhy  thizt'the  fpirit  may  hefav 
ed  in  the  day  (^tht  Lordjefus^  as  the  apoftje  has 
it,   I  Con  y.  5.  And  to  oae  of  thefe  three  ends 
inight  all  be  reduced,   accordinjg  to  the  coaimoa 
diftinftiori  of  gofpel  ordinances  in  doftrine,  wxjr-  . 
fhip  and  government :    but  that  yOu  may  the  bet- 
ter underftand  this  matter,  we  (hall  name  foihe 
more  particular  defigns  :  and  therefore,,  we  (ay, 
4.  A  people,  in  calling  a  golpel  minifter,  fhould 
defign   the  doling  of  a  bargain,  and  snaking  a 
match  with  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms.    It  is  the 
'woiit  alid  bufinefs  they  are  lent  out  for,' to  efpoufe 
fmners  to  Chrift,  2  Cor.  lu  2.  to  woo  a  bride  for 
the  lamb.  They  have  a  comnlifSon  ^s  Abraham's 
fervant  had,  to  go  and  leek  a  wife '  for  their  m^- 
fter's  fon ;  and  thefe  who  call. them,  Ihould  Ao  it 
in  order  to  the  conclufion  of  this  happy  match, 
that  frohi.  them  they  may  hear  the  terms  iirhereon 
they  are  to  be  admitted  into  this  near  relation, 
the  advantages  thsit  fliall  accrue  to  them  by  it,  the 
inconvenien'cies  they  will  run  themfelves  into  ^  by. 
a  refufal;^  and  the  warrant  they  have tp ehterinto 
lb  high  and  honourable  a  relaJtion.         •  .  ^ 

5.  They  ftiould  defign  their  own  furtherance  in 
aCi^Uviintance  with  Chrift.'  They  Ihould .^tj  ne%) 
f>orn  babes  defire  the  fincere  milk  of  the  vJof<dythat 
they  may  grow  thereby  y  iPet.  ii.2.  that  they 
may  be  farthered  in  their  joy  and  faith,  growing 
in  grace,  and  in  the  knowlege  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.'  /  ... 

6.  They  Ihould  defign  t'heir  owneftabliftunent 
in  the  ways  of  God,  that  th^y  may  not  be  tojfed 
to  rd  fro  -with  every  wind  of  dodirine,  but  that 
being  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  fait hy  t hey  may 
gro^w  up  in  all  things  to  him  who  is  the  head  and 
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Saviour  of  the  body.     This  is  exprefly  declared  to 
be  the  defiga  of  the  rhiniftry,    Ephef.  iv.    ii. 
The  apoftle  having  fpoken  ofChrift's  exaltation^ 
and  his  having  received  gifts  for  men,   tells  us  of  v 
him  in  this  verfe  and  thfe  following, Ti&^/  he- gave 
fome  apo files ^  fome  prophet s^  And  fome  evangeliflsy 
and fome  pajicrsy   and  teachers,  for  the perfeB'tng 
(if  the  faints  fqr  the  •work-ofthe  nfinifiiyi  ftft  the 
edifying  i>f  the  body  ofChrifi';  till  we  all  come  in     * 
the  unity  of  the  faith  ^  and  of  the  kmi\ylege  of  the  . 
Son  of  God j:  unto  a  perfe^  man,  unto  the  meafure 
of  the  Jtature  of  the  fulnefi  ef  Chriji  :\that  %ve 
henceforth  be  no  more  children  tojfed  to  Of  id  fro  y 
and  forried  fhout  with  'every  -wind  of  do£irhi€j  by 
the  flight  of  men y  and  cunnifig  crafttnefSj  rwhereby 
they  lye  in  ivalt  to  deceive,  etc.     And  to  the  iame 
purpofe  fpeaks  the  Ipirit  of  God  frequeptly  elfe- 
where  of  the  defign  of  the  miniftfy.  Piitil,.Rom. 
i.  II.  txprefleth.  his  eameil  defire  ta-fetthem, 
and  XQ  impart  fotne  fpirituaLgift  unto  them,'  to  the  . 
tndiihey.nttiy  be  ejiabli/hed,:   Tbefe  who  are  al- 
ready engaged  in  God's  ways  (hould  dcfign  their  • 
own  eftabUihment  in  them  in  their  falling  a  go- 
fpel  minifter.  v  . 

7.  Tbey 'fhould  ddJgn  their  own  direftion 
through  all  the  difficulries  of  religion.  The  Lord's 
people  6avc  many  dark  fteps  in  their  ivay:  fbtne- 
times  they. are  under  temptatioh,  and  know  riot 
how  to  carry  ;  (bmetimes  they  are  engaged  in  a 
clo(s  fight  with  their  adverlaries,  and'  fcnow  not 
how  to  wield  tbeirUpintual  aj'mour  to  advantage ; 
fometirnes  they  are  out  of  the  way,  and  know 
not  how  to  get  into  ij?  agam :  and  therefor^^  they 
need  Ibme  to  guide  them  into  the  meaning  of 
God's  word ;  for  how  can  they  underiland  unlefs 
they  be  caught,  Afts  vUi.  31.  Horoj  can  f  under- 
'  JlaJid 
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/favd,  fey^  the  Ethiof fen  elinudi,  unlafsfome^fnak 
Jhoufdguide  me :  And  who  ikould  guide  them  but 
jrhtife  who  are  guides  by  office,  as  the  word  may 
^fce  rendered,  Heb.  xHi,  8.  Ct)n/iderthem'who  have 
the  rule  oixer  yent^  or  who  are  your  guides.  This 

'  ^  the  ead  a  golpel  xniniilry  is  promSed  for.  Ka- 
XXX.  20,  21.  And  thmgh  the  Lord  give  you  the 
bredd  of  adverfityy  and  the  wate^  of  affll^louy 
-yet  jhati  npt  thy  teacher  &  he  removed  into  corners  . 
Any  iTiorCy  but  thme  eyes  /ball  fee  thy  teachers  z 
and  ihine^e^irs  fhall  hear  a  voice  behind  thee^  fay- 
ing^ This  is  the  way,  wdlkye  in  it,  xuiienye  tt{m 
,to  the  right 'hand,  and  when  ye  turn  td  the  left^ 

*  It  is  irttpoffible  we  flxould  condefcend  on  aU  the 
iparticiriai-  ii^ntions  or  ends  a  people  ^ould  pro- 
|x>fe  lb  thcmieives  in  callmg  a  gofpei  minrftcr ; 
and  thcipfere,  we  fliaH  conclude  all  in  this  one, 
wbiKhi  is  flare  to  comprehend  them. 

a.  They  fiiould  (eek  to  have  one  who  may  an- 
iwer  im  ilbme  meaiure  Timothy's  cl^ara£Ver> .  wiih 
refpeft  to  the  church,  of  the  Philippians,  PhU.  ii. 
20,  one  who  may  naturally  take  care  of  them, 

-that  is^  one  who  juay,  out  of  love  to  their  fouls, 
affeftionately,  prudently,'  careftilly,  and  with  inci' 
l^irtiallDoldntfs,  oipen  mid  apply  the  wdrd,  di{^ 
penft  the  (acraments,  and  adminifter  difclpiine, 
for  the  inftrudVion  of  die  ignorant,  ftrengthening 
the  weak,  comforting  the  difconlblate,.  affefting 
the  impenitent,  reprovmg  the  feulty,  rccoveriM; 
%vanderei-s,  direfiing,  and  helping  forward  thofe 
who  doubt  and^  halt;  that  he  may  both  lave  bim- 
ielf  and  them,  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  God*s 
gr^oe.  Wcftiail  not  infift  upon  cadi  of  thefe 
particulars,  which  would  require  not  one  or  two, 
butmany  iermons,  which  fiiits  not  ofur  prefentde* 
figa,     AVe  fliall  therefbce  proceed,  in  the 

.      Se- 
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^Second  pkoe,  to  enquire  bcrw  H  pe&pk  ftidrfd 
make  it  appear  that  they  were  afting  upon  thefe 
dcfigris  m  Aieir  calling  a  gofpel  minifter .  Tlws  en- 
quiry might  be  underftood  either  to  refpeft  thdir 
own  fadsfeftion,  or^be  litlsfaAion  of  the  worlds 
or  of  the  minifter  himifeif,  as  to  this  matter ;  fetit 
time  not  allowing  us  10  be  fo  pirtkdar,  we  (hall 
hold  tljcfinqiaity  ia  the  genci'ai,  aad  in  anfwer  to 
it  'vveiay.*.    ... 

1,  A  peoplfe  (hoirld^dHcover  their  defigns  t^-b* 
ftch  as  we  iiaxfc  mentioned,  by  ,a  pun6^ual\fft- 
tendasnce  xipon  all  tfee  ordinances, '  to  be  by  kim 
di^penied  in  pitoUc  pr  private.  •  Thus  we  -fee  k 
was  with  GttrAeKug;  iie  tiot  only  waited  on  hirii- 
felf,  bat  he  caifed  together  thfeEb  fd-A  whom  he  had 
any  iinifluchce*  Jnd  Cornet'tMs^  nmited  ftr  ihem^ 
and  bad  .caM&d  tcfgether  his  kiHfineri  and  "near 
friends,  AiSIs  x.  ^^4.  Thde  Vho ,  will  not  giv* 
attendance  ©J  the  public  di^^nfetion-'of  the  word,  ^ 
and  the  ^pdvate  itiftruftbtis,  ehKer  famMy  if'-^pei>  " 
fenal,  but  withdi'aw,  we '^cannat  think  thelfepW'* 
fons  had  the  right  end  (before  them  in  ca^Iit%  a 
gaip^d  minifter:  fwirdy  had  t!h6y  'been  right  iA 
thar  aJnisr,  they  would  ha^  be^^h  ready  K)'fey 
widi  Cornelius,  We  are  all  h&tt  prefent,  tit. 

2.  Theyftipuld  not  only  prefent  their  bedrei  , 
apon  fuch  .occafions,  bat  uSiey  fhould  lift  'themi- 
iblvcs^s  in  iGod^  fight,  to  'hear  all  things  wkfat^ 
ever  are  comnaanded  of  God  by  his  fervaiits* 
W^  art  all  here  fnfent,  feys  Cornelius  to  Pdier, 
io  hear  aH things  Aat  are  co?Hmanded'thee  ofGai^,- 
ver.  33.  To  give  attencfa=nce  to  tbe-ordlriances^  bir 
ther  more  poWicor  .private,  on  any  other  defign 
than  this,  is  to  (^er  the  Sacrifice  of  fools,  contra- 
ry to  that  injunftioh  of  the  Wife  maii,  EccleC  v. 

I .    Keep  thy  foot  '^'hen  thoii  goeji  t^  ihe  hmfe  &f 

Codf   . 
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Cody  and  be-more  reddy  to  hear  than  to  give  the  fa- 
crifice  of  fools.  When  we  are  come  to  God's  or- 
dinances, we  muft  come  to  hear  what  he  (jpeaks 
to  US,^  '  ./      . 

3.  They  fliould  evidence  the  honefty  of  their 
defigps,  by  obeying  the  word.which^  they  hear  at 
his  mouth ;  they,  ihouid  comply  with  all  the  com- 
mands of  God,  a^d  fay  to  th^ir^piiimfter  as  the 
people  of  Ifrael  laid  to  Mofes,  Deut.  v.  27.  Co 
thoH^fiear  and  hear  all  that  the  Lord' cur  Godjhall 
fay^  and  fpeak  thou  unto  us  all  that  th^  Lord  our, 
God  Jhall  Jpeak  unto  thecy  and  'we  vsiU  bear  it  and 
4o  it.  For  as  the  apoftle  James,  well  obferves, 
//  is  not  the  hearer  of  the  word  but  ihe  doer  whv 
is  bleffhd.  ofGod^  Jaiijes  i.  25.  As  we  myft  hear 
and  dp,  fo  our  :«attendaiice  muft  not^be  limited, 
but  pur  ear  mvift  be  opened  to  rejjroofs,  and  the 
mpft  terrible  denunciations  of  wrath  from  God,  as 
well  as  to  the  fwei^t  pron;ii(es  and  diacraing  dilco^ 
.varies  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  beauties  of  religi- 
oi>,'  the  fiirprizjng.happinefs  of  the  faints  in  hea- 
jfenj'and  there  mull  not  only  be  obedience  to 
ihefe  commands  which  may  bring  in  honour,  ex- 
ternal gain  and  pl^a(ure  by  our'  compliance,  but 
thele  alfb  muft  be  obeyed,  which  may  bring  us 
pnder  the  lafh  of  wicked  mens  tongues,  and  ex- 
pofe  us  to  reprpacb,  hazard  and. ignominy  in  the 
world.,  AH  things  whatever  are  xomxrianded  of 
Pod  muft  be  pun^lually  obeyed  without  referve; 

4.  There  jnuft  be  a  lubmitting  to  all  the  ordi- 
rumces  of  God.  Both  this  obedience  and  lubrnif- 
fion  you  will  find  fpoken  of,  Heb.  xiii.  17.  Obey 
them  that  have  the  rule  over  you y  andfubmityour^ 
felveSy  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls\  as  thofe  who 

muft  give  an  account y  that  they  may  do  it  with 
J0y^  and  not  with  grief:  for  this  is  unprofitable 

'  ■     fir 
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for  you.  The  word  rendered  d^^^'^jfignifies  properly 
a  believing  upon  perfuafion,  and  refpe^tsour  be* 
lief  of  the  truths  propofed  by  them,  and  a  com- 
pliance with  our  duty  that  way ;  and  on  the  o- 
ther  hand  this  {ubmiffion  has  <a  fefpeft  to  the 
power  they  have  over  their  people  for  edification 
and  not  for  deftruftion,  that  is,  that  authority 
they  have  for  admoniftiing,  reproving,, rebuklngf, 
and  cenfuring  offenders ;  and  by  a  fubmiilion  to 
them  in  the  difpenlation  of  thefe  ordinances  of 
Chrift,  reproof  and  -cenfiire  I  mean,  they  are  to 
evidence  to  all  the  uprighmefi  and  chriftian  fin- 
cerity  of  their  defigns. 

.  5.  They,  are  to  evidence  their  defigns  to  be  jtN 
ftifiable  by  a  careful  diligence  in  applying  to  theix; 
miniftei^.upon  all  occafions;  when  they  are  under 
difficulties,  when  they  are  in  the  dark  as  to  duty; 
when  they  'have  to  do  with  corruptions  which 
they  cannot  get  maftered,  when  under  the  Lord's 
hand,  and  fo  of  all  other  exigencies  of  the  like  • 
nature.  For  as  the  priefi's  lips  Jhould  prefervc  or 
keep  knowlegCy  (o  the  people  Jhould  afk  the  law  at 
his  mouthy  for  he  is,  the  mejpinger  of  the  Lord  af 
hoflsj  Mai.  ii.  7.  And  thefe  who  are  fick,  are  bid 
fend  for  the  elders  or  miniflen  of  the  church  to 
pray  over  them.  Jam.  v.  14.  Thele  who  have 
the  advantage  of  a  gofpel  minifter,  are  indi(pen- 
lably  obliged  to  acquaint  him  with  the  jftate  of 
their  Ibuls,  when  there  is  any  thing  peculiar  in  it, 
and  when  they  are  reduced  to  any  ftrait  or  extre- 
mity ;  and  tliat,  i .  Becaule  God  has  laid  it  upon 
them  as  a  duty  in  that  forecited  MaL  ii;  7.  The 
people  Jhould  api  the  law  at  his  mouth,  2.  Be- 
caufe  otherwife  he  will  be  at  a  lofe  in  his  bringing 
meflages  to  you.  if  he  miftake  your  cafe,  or  be 
unacquainted  vath  it?  "how  can  he  dire£t  you  if 

he 
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h^  und^ribitk'd  riot  ycHir  ftate  amd  condHidn  I  The 
hetri  gives  no  iitimediate  revelation  ipow,  we  have 
joo  wacraa*  tor  expert  any  liich  thing;  and  thcr<j^ 
^c,  the  'sjjray  wherei^  mimftera  ordinlarUy  cotne 
fo"  urtderftand  theiF  ptople'^3  condition,  i$  by  them- 
ielvi5^>  who  tipbn  this  ground  are  called  to  liave 
reeourle  to  Aeir  nrinifter s.  j.  They  Ihsould  ac*^ 
q^iM  their  JtEtioitlers  with  their  cirQiHXiftances^ 
bccaa(e  they  are  the  people'^  momh  to  God  ;  and 
if  thQT  be  not  accyiiaiiited  with  the  cif ainftftance$ 
9od  condition  of  the  jBock^  how  {hall  they/  dc* 
cprdhig.to  thdr  duly,  hold  up  the  cafe  of  dieit 
^  people  to  God,  as  they  arq  indif^ftfibly  obKgcd 
to'ck*,  ^nd  thait  bbtb  in  pablic,.  and  fecret,.  afid 
private?  .  ^ 

\.  6.  Once  fHore,,  and  we  have,  done,^  apeo^ 
tnay,,  and  (hould  prove  their  iijij^g^iUons  honelt^ 
by  a  dil^ntapplieatik>n4:o  their  own  proper  wcK'k 
tlid  btifincfe,  with  re^ft  to  his  furtherance  in 
ib^fe  great  cfefigns.  Every  merhbci?  of  th^  coa- 
gregation  (houy.  be  helpfirl  to  hino,  in  contribue- 
mg  their  utmoft  aifif taxrce  to  inm  in  bis-  wotk.  A 
hMmfier  may  ipendhis  ftre^gth  in  vain>  if  ekfera 
.  kk  their  piace,  mafters  of  families  ia  theirs,,  and 
every  pariicUrlaa-  person  in  his*  ftatioir,  dp  not 
js>m  by  prayer  and,  otberwife,  ir^  affifting  their 
naiwlftcra.  Then  do-  men  appear,  fmcere  in  theis 
defigns,,  for  the  gior)^  of  God,  and  their  owa 
ialvatitMiy  whea  every  one  puts  to-  his  hand  to  the 
worky  aiid  endeavowil  the  rcmo^'alof  whatmay 
retard  afid  obitru6i  its  progirefs  and  fiiCiseis ;  and 
Hkewife  ftudies  by  all  means  toQrengthen  the  mi-t 
nifter's  hand-s,  that  he  msry  not  be  dlfcouraged^ 
diverted,  ot  tdken  ofFfrem  Ims  worfc.  .  Iq  finsy 
then,  do  a  people  appear  finale  m.  thdr  aima> 
vfhasn  their  wocds^.  their  &e&irts^  their  hands,  go 

one 
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one  lumy^  suidaH  they  do  b  levelled  at  tbeeBd» 
mentaQnedy  the  glory  of  God^  in  the  conveHIon^ 
edification^  and  ^Ivation  of  f^uls.  I  proceed  now 
Thirdly,  To  enquire  into  the  reafims  of  theJ 
do£farine,  v/hy  a  faithful  gofpel  minifter  coining 
amongft  a  people,  Mriil  l^  careful  jto  underftand 
dieir  defign  or  intent  in  callnag  bim.    And, 

If.  This  will  be  the  defire  of  a  go(jpel  mFnifter,! 
becaufe  a  miftake  in  tlajs  matter  wiU  b&  of  very 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  people.  Thar  peo* 
pie  hsay  be  tttfioenced  by*  wrong  askd  finiftrous 
ends  2aidfhicmTe&  in  this  matter,  is  be^fond  all 
peradvetiture.  They  may  defign  the  gratiHcationi 
^f  then*  Itching  ears  by  the  preacher's  gift^  as  the 
prophet  Ezekiei's  heatets  dlid;  they  may  leek  the 
gd(pel  Qrdinainces  for  a  charm  a»  it  were,  that 
they  mAy  fit  down  and  reft  upon  ^cm,  as  many 
people  do,  like  thefe  with  wlwm  the  prophet  Je- 
remiah had  to  do,  who  laid,  The  temple  of  the 
Lord^  the  temple  of  the  Lord  are  thefe.  Or  they 
may  deilgn  fb;  ftrengtbening  of  &Aions  and  par* 
ties  ;  or  to  get  occaiion  to  mock,  as  many  .do  now 
in  our  days.  Thefe  and  the  like  finUlrous  defigns 
may  a  people  go  upon :  and  there  can  be  nothing 
tikore  prejucfi^tal  to  a  people  than  Xji^  be  under  the 
influence  of  fuch  intentions ;  fince^  paft  all  per- 
adventure,  God  will  not  Ik  with  fuch  an  affront  as 
18  done  likn  by  this  mestfis,  when  that  ordinance  of 
the  miniflry,  which  hcv  defigned  for  the  good  of 
feeds,  and  his  glory,  is  pi^ftitute  and  nvade  fab- 
iervient  td  quite  different,  nay,  oppofite  ddigns* 
and  furelya  felthful  gbfpel  minifter,  who  wiU 
bate,  a  tender  regard  td  the  falyation  of  his  peo- 
ple, camiot.choc^  bus  be  felicitous  to  underftand 
that  they  are  jiot.in  fb  dangerous  a  miikke^,  ' 

2*  The.iuxowlegeof  ihjis  will  be  c^great  ufe  to 

clear* 
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clear  his  call.  It  is  a  great  evidence' that  .God  cje- 
Hgns*  good  to  a  people  when  they  call  a  minifter 
upon  foch  defigns ;  and  it  cannot  but  go  a^great 
length  towards  his  latisfaftibn  as  to  God's  calling 
him  to  work  among  thetn,  in  order  ito  the  com- 
paffing  the  great  defigns  of  his  rfiinifhy.  When 
Peter  got  the- account  before  fpoken  of  from  Gor- 
jielius,  he  is  forther  confirmed  as  to  the  hand  of 
'  God  in  his  coming  to  him,  in  cdiTipliance  with 
his   defire.    • 

3.  If  ijpon  enquiry  they  be  found  to  be  fuch  as 
we  have  mentioned,  it  will  be  a  great  comfort  to 
him,  in  gi-appling'with  the  difficulties  he  may 
meet  with  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty.  It  will 
give  a  great  deal  of  (atisfaftion  to  him  to  know 
that  thefe,  fdrwhofe  fakes  he  rtms  thofe  hazauis^ 
and  grapples  with  thefe  difficulties,  ha^^e  the  fame 
aims,  and  are  joining  in  the  fame  dcifign  with  him. 
In  fine,- the  right  management  of  his  whole' work 
depends  very  much  upon  this  knowJege  of  his 
people's  intentions',  dnd  therefore,  it  is  no  wonder 
he  be  inquifitive  into  them,  fince  by  his  acquaint- 
ance with  thefe  he  may  be  capacitate  to  further 
both  his  own  and  their  fiilvations. 

We  might  for  improvement  6f  this  point,  dif^ 
courfe  to  you  at  length  of  the  neceifity  of  a  gofpel 
minifler's  enquiring  itito  his  own  defigns,  in  un- 
dertaking the  charge  of  a  people.  The  arguments 
made  ufe  of  to  difcoyer  the  realbnablenefs  ofen- 
^juiring  aftef  the  people's  defign,  conclude  no  lefs 
JVrongly  with  relpect  to  the  minidet's.  We  might 
likeWife  di/courle  to  you  of  t;he  way  how  he  is  to 
manifefttheintegrityandfincerityofhisaims;  but 
timewillriotaliowus  to  enter  upon  thefe  thirrgs,  and 
you  heard  the  minifter's  di\ty\  (b  folly  and  largely 
difcourfed..of  within  thefe  f«w  days,    viz.  at  the 
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ordinatloti,  that  we  judgp  k  needlefi  to  enter  up- 
on that  fiAjeft,  and  tfaerefoi!^^  all  the  improve- 
ment we  .defign  of  what  has  been  faid  iball  be  dif- 
patched  in  a  ihort  addrels  to  you  of  this  congre- 
gation. ,      ' 

You  have  called  me  to  labcrur  among  you  in  the 
work  of  the'  gofpel ;  upon  your  call  I  have  come; 
I  a(k  therefore,  to  what  intent  fent  you  for  me  ? 
"What  did  ye  defign  in  this  matter?  was  it  to  he^ar  ' 
what  God  has  to  fay  to  you,  that  God's  worfhip 
may  be  ordered  according  to  his  own  appoim- 
ment,    th^t  you  may  be  brought  to  acquaintance 
with   Chrift,  or  that  you   be   eftablifhed  in   his 
ways.     \V;ere  thefe  and  the  like,  the  defigns  you 
had  in  view  ?   Were  thefe  the  motives  influenced 
you  ?  If  you  narrowly  look  into  your  own  hearts^ 
and  make  an  impartial  enquiry,  you  may  readily 
come  to  underftaad  what  your  aims  have  been; 
and  for  your  help  I  would  only  in  God's  name 
po(e  your  conicieaces  with  a  queilion  or  two  tfeat 
may  be  ofufe.     i.  Dare  you  withogt  heart^con- 
demning,  as  in  the;  fight  of  God,    fay,    that  in 
calling  a   minifter,  you  had  relpeft  to  the  com- 
mand of  God?  Was  it  duty  that  moved  you,   or 
did  cuflom  and  your  own  eafe  influence  you  ?  2. 
Dare  you  hold  up  your  faces  and  (ay,    that  it  was 
a  tafle  of  God's  goodnefs  in  ordinances,  that  mader 
you  defire  them,   that  you  might  grow  thereby  ? 
3.  ,Did  this  defire  lead  you  much  to  the  throne  of 
grace  to  pray  for  a  minifter,  that  God  might  fend 
you  one  according  to  his  own  heart,    that' 'might 
feed  you  with  knowlege  and  underllanding  ?     4. 
When  you  law- any  profpeft  of  the  return  of  your 
prayers,  as  to  a  gofpel  miniftry,  were  you  careful 
to  plead  that  the  bleffing  might  come  along. 
What  fay  you  to  tl^ele  things?  .Give  God,  give 
B  con- 
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coiifclence  juftice ;  let  corifcicncc  Ipeak  freely,.an<l 
tcli  whether  things  be  fb  or  not.  TMey  muft  ei- 
ther own  that  there  was  not  a  regard  to  the  com- 
mand, that  there  was  not  a  defire  after  the  fincere 
i)cnlk  of  the  word,  occafioned  by  ,a  tafte  of  the 
Lord's  goodnefs,  that  there-  was  not  that  ferious 
application  to  God 'by  prayer,  either  for  a  mini* 
fter,  or  for  the  bleffing  of  the  ordinance ;  or  that 
there  was ;  and  this  will  Caft  you  all  hito  two  clal^ 
fes.  1.  Thefe  who  have  not  been  (b  emfHoyed 
in  this  matter,  and  confequently  have  not  been 
a^ing  for  right  ends.  And  zd/y.  Thefe  who 
have  been '  bufied  in  dpty,  in  the  way  juft  now 
jtierttioned.     To  each  of  thefe  a  word.     And, 

Firfiy  As  for  you  who  have  not  had  a  regard  to' 
your  duty  in  this  matter,  vho  have  not  been 
wreftling  with  God  in  prayer,  that  God  might  • 
jfend  you  a  minifter,  with  the  fulnefe  of  the  blcir 
fing  of  the  gofpel.     To  you  we  fey, 

i»  Your  defigns  are  not  fuch  as  God  will  ap-^ 
prov^  of.  Had  they  been  liich  as  we  mentioned 
in  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  then  furely 
tiiey  vituld  have  led  you  to  earaeft  wreftling  with 
God,  for  his  direaion,  who  only  can  point  to  one 
that  is  meet  to  anlwer  thefe  blefled  ends, 

2.  You  are  guilty  of  horrible  wickedneft.  You 
have  committed  a  great  provocation,  in  calling  a 
miniftef  upon  any  other  deiign.  God  defigned 
them  for  the  ends  formerly  mentioned,  and  no  o- 
tljer";  and  your  calling  them  upon  other  aims,  is 
an  endeavour  to  countera£t  God,  proftitute  his  or- 
dinance, and  ierveyour  lulls  of  that  which  God 
defigned  for  his  own  glory. 

3^  Whatever  good  others  may  get  by  the  go-' 
fpel,  )H>u  have  no  reafon  to  look  for  any.  God 
may  aniwer  you  according  to  the  idols  of  your 

own 
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own  hearts ;  and  when  he  fttjsfies  the  foul  of  th« 
hungry  with  good  things,  he  may  fend  Icanncfi 
tp  yop.  "When  h^  gives  a  commiiTion  to  the  word 
to  enlighten,  convert,  confirm  and  flrengthen  o- 
thers,  you  have  rf?aibn,to  fear  it  may  have  a  con>- 
miiEon,  tp  make  yon  blind,  deaf,  and  dead. 

4,  Kepeht  therefore .  pf  this  ypur  wickedness, 
?nd  pray  God,  if  perjiaps,  the  thoughts  of  your 
heart  may  be  forgiven  you;  ly  in  the  dufl:  before 
God,  end'iavdur  to  get  yoiir  hearts  ^fFcfted  with 
your  guilt,  that  ye/ may  be  deeply  hymbjed  and 
?ibafed  before  hln>  y/hom  you  have  provoked  ta 
angei%  .  • .  ' 

5,  Bring  forth  frujts  meet  for  repentance.  Let 
us  kno\y  by  your  ^lYiage  that  yon  are  really  pe- 
nitent, and  that  now  you  have  got  the  right  de-» 
figi>s  i^  view ;  and  this  you  may  do' by  0  clo(e  atr 
tendance*  upon  ajjl  the  o^-dinarices,  by  ^eiring  and 
doing  whatever  U  e^'yoined  you  bif  God,,  and  by 
ill  the  pther  ways  .iiientioned  ip  the  dacirinal  part 
of  this  difcourfe.  . 

6,  And  laftlyr  ^Wh^ther  yog  h.ear  or  forbear, 
yet  we  tdl  you,  the  kingdom  of  God  Js  .come  nea;y 
unto  you ;  whatever  you  defign,  tfte  Lord  ha^ 
given  you  a  gofpel-day ;  and  if  ^uf  gofpel  be  hij} 
tfom  you,  it  is  becaufe  you  are  loft,  the  Go.d  of 
this  world  having  blinded,  your  eyes,  that  yoi^ 
Ihould  not  dilcern  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel 
of '  J^^^  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God. 

As  to  the  fecond  fort  of  perfons,  thefe  who  hav^ 
heeft  importunate  with  God,  and  have  h^dan  cyp . 
to  his  command  in -this  w^rk.  To  yoii  >'e  fay,  : 
•  1.  This  your  conduft,  paft  all  peradventuie,!^ 
no  mean  evidence  of  the  fmcerity  of  your  goo4 
intentions:  apd  this  is  certainly  matter  of  thank? 
fulaefs^  and  is  moreover  a  group4  Co  hope^ 
B  ^  that 
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that  the  Lord  may  not  altogether  fruftrate  ybur 
defires.  •  . 

'  2.  Do  not  think  your  work  is  over.  Wreftle/ 
plead  ftrongiy  with  God  for  the  blefling  of  gofpel- 
drdinances :  whoever  plants  or  waters,  it  is  Oitly 
God  that  gives  the  increafe ;  and  thereforCj/if  yoii 
mean, to  grow  under  the  means,  be  iiiftant  in 
prayer  for  the  blefling  of  ^hem  ;  plead  that  Godf 
may  not  fend  leannefe  to  your  fouls,  while  he  pror 
vides  plenty  of  fpiritiialprovifion  for  you. 

3.  Beware  of  filing  down  upon  gofpel-privi-  ^ 
leges.  ]  You  may,  if  you  do  fo,  lofe  what  yod  have 
wrpught,  and  juftly  bring  the  finccrity  of  yoiii? 
aims  in  queftion.  There  is  nothing  more  ordinary, 
than  upfitting  of  this  fort.  Perfons,  who  it  may 
be  would  fay,  O  had  they  a  gofpel'-diipenfation  I 
how  glad  Would  they  {^e,  how  carefully  would 
fhey  improve  it;  and  yet  when  they  get  what 
they  feekj  their* improvement  is  in  no  raeafure  an- 
ii\verable  to  their  refolutioiis;  t^ke  heed  of,  and  » 
guard  agahift  tl^is.  ';     - 

'  4*  Let  there  be  a  fliitable  care  to  evidence  y6ur 
fincerity.in  this  matter,  by  the  wh-ole  of  your  dei 
f  ortment.  If  you  turncare]e;fs  in  attending  6rrfi^ 
hances,  if  you  hear,  but  do  not,  if  you  negle^  your 
own  work,  and  be  wanting  to  yourlelve^  in  this 
matter;  then  who  will  believe  your  fincerity? 
Who  can  believe  it  ?  your  own  conlciences  will 
accufe  you;  and  If  your  hearts  condemn  you  y  God 
is  greater  than  your  hearts y  and  knows  all  things^ 
1  John  ill.  20. 

5.  If  you  find,  that  the  Lord  has  made  endea- 
vours (uccefsfal,  take*  care  that  ybu  facrifice  not  ta 
your  own  net,  and  burn  incenfe  to  your  dragl 
God  is  a  holy  \\\i  jealous  God,  and  will  not  be 
mocked'-  aiid-lf  you  begin  to  rob  him  of  his  glo^ 
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ry,  he  will  get  him  glory  In  fufch  a  way,  as  may 
Jay  you  low,  and  make. you  Cixart  feverely  for 
your  own  folly. 

6.  If  the  Lord  give  you  the  gofpel  light,  then 
walk  in  the  light  while  you  have  it,  Garry  like 
children  of  the,  light  and  of  the  day,  work  out  the 
work  of  yourfalvation  with  feai:  and  cremblxpg; 
for  none  of  us  can  tell  how  (bon  our  gofpcl  day 
may  be  gone,''and  the  night  fucceed,  wherein  none 
can   work.   ,  ^        . 

We  fhall  conclude  this  difcourfe  with  a  few 
general  advices  to  all  of  you.  Would,  you  have 
pun  miniftry  made  fuccefsful  ?  would  you  obtain 
the  real  advantage  of  gofpel  ordiuancfes,  and  have 
our  meetings  fuch  as  may  be  matter  of  rcjoycing 
both  to  you  and  me  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  ? 
then  we  intreat,  befeech,  nay,  and  obtefl  you  by 
the  mercies  of  God,  in  the  bowels  of  our  lord 
Jefus  Chrijft>  as  you  would  have  your  own  (buls 
and  ours  to  be  (aved ;     . 

I.  Pray  fpr  us.  As  a  minifter  is  indifpenfably 
obliged  to  mind  his  people  before  Cjpd,  and  to^ 
carry  them  over  upon  his  heart,  fo  ^re  they  oblig- 
ed to  pray  for  their  minifter.  ^  Pray  for  «^i,fays 
the  apoftle,  Heb.  xiii.  18.  for  we  trufl  wc  have 
agoodconfciencein  all  things ywilling  to  live  honefl- 
ly :  and  to  make  this  advice  have  the  more  weight, 
I  fhall  lay  before  you  a  few  confiderations.  And^ 
(  I .)  Gonfi  Jer  mhiifters  are  not  fufficientof  thera^* 
ffclves  for  this  work;  the  work  is  great,  weighty 
and  important,aaJ  the  difficulties  are  many ;  and 
who  isfufficient  for  it?  Sure  minifters  are  not;  for 
if  the  apoflle  (aid.  with  juftice  of  himfelf,  That, 
he  was  not.of  himfelf  fu^cient  to  think  any  thing 
as  he  ought y  1  (;:or.  iii.  5.  Then  much  more  may 
gofpel  miniilers  now  a  days  own  it  to  be  fo  with 
B  3  '  tiiem:; 
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tliem ;'  and  therefore  all  their  fiifficiency  is  oriiy  of 
6od,'  fronl  ^hom  fiiitable  and  tieedfal ,  fu^plies 
ftiould  be  Ibught. 

'  Ci.)  Cohridisr,  that  ih  theit  pletity  dhd  fulhefs 
you  fhall  have  frletity.  They  ar6  indifp^nfably 
dbliged  to  lay  out  what  they  receive  fcft  yovt,  td 
fpend  and  be^  fp^nt  in  the  -work  atid  (ervice  of 
your  faith ;  ahd  therefore,  it  y  y6ur  ihtjereft  that 
tli^y  abound,  finc'e  it  is  like  to  turrt  to  a  good  ac- 
count to  you  ;,  and  the  more  lb,  if  you  be  ififtrii-* 

'  mental  by  your  prayers,  in  procuting  advantages 

-  arid  fiipplies  for  therti.'  ^     ' 

(3.)  Cohfid^r,  tfeat  they  are  expofed  to  great 
hazards  for  your  lake,  and  th€refpre>  yoii  are  to 
contribute  your  utmoft  to  their  affiflance  this  wky^ 
wherein  you  hiily  bpTilofl:  helpful  to  thetn.  T^hey 
being  made  watchmen,  do  hereby  becbfhe  the  butt 

.  of  Satan's  malice ;  and  the  more  fai^fhful  thfe^  ai^^ 
the  more  will  he  oppofe  them  and  Jeek  their  ruin. 
The  enemy's  principal  defigh  is  lure  to  be  agaiilft 
the  \Vatchman,'  becaufe  he  prevents  the  furprifing 
6f  hi^  f  ^ople  by  Satan,  at  kajft  it  is  his  bulinefi  ttJ 

.  do  fof ;  and  therefore,  no  ftoil6  will  be  left  unturn- 
ed, in  order  to  his  ruin,  i .  Satan  will  endea* 
Vbur  to  lay  faiin  afleep,  to  make  hiih  turn  lecure> 
that  he  may  negleft  his  poll.  2.  If  he  mift  of 
this,  he  will  endeavour  to  fill  him  with  dlfturb* 
ance  tod  fear,  that  lb  he  may  be  diverted  from  hi* 
duty,  atid  made  to  quit  his  poft..  Or,  3.  hq 
^ill  |)ly  his  corruptions,  that  he  may,  by  attend* 
itag  to  them,  and  ftriving  ^gainft  them,  take  him 
off  from,  br  dilcourage  him  in  bis  oppolition  to 
tbofe  of  othei-s.  4.  He  M^ill  endeavour  to  blind 
Ms  eyes  by  felfe  appearances,  that  Co  he  may  give 
ftUe  alarnis ;  and  this  will  weaken  his  Credit,  and 
tnake  peopfe  not  beltcve  fais  warmngs.    $*M^ 
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irtll  endeavour  to  amufe  him  with  great  appear- 
ances of  danger,  where  there  is  noi^e ;  that  his 
eyes  may  turn  off  from  theft  things  which  really 
endanger  his  flock.  And,  6.  He  will  endeavour 
to  beget  and  cheri(h  jealoufiee  betwixt  his  people 
and  him,  whereby  his  warnings  will  be  left  re- 
garded, and, his  hands  be  weakened,  4nd  his  heart 
difcouraged.  7.  If  tbefe  feil,he  will  endeavour 
to  get  him  removed ;  if  he  tee  the  golpei  like  to 
prove  iuccefsfol,  then  he  will  take  care  to  &id 
ont  ways,  to  oblige  the  watchman  to  remove  from 
his  poft.  And,  8.  If  he  fail  of  this,  he  will- en- 
deavour to  kill  him,  either  by  multiplying  trou- 
bles and  griefs,  or  ellc  by  more  direft  miethodsy 
employing  his  emiflaries  and  fervants  to  take  a* 
way  his  life ;  and  this  by  God's  permifSon,  for  the 
punifhmcnt  of  a  people's  fins,  has  proven  fucccfe* 
fill.  Surely  theft  and  a  great  many  more  me* 
thods,  uftd  by  Satan,  the  wicked  world,  pretend- 
ed fiiends,  and  their  o^n  corruptions,  againft  the 
miniflers  <?f  the  gofpel,  and  all  upon  the  people'^ 
account,  (hould  make  them  carefrri  in  praying  to 
God  in  their  behalf,  tfiat  they  may  i)e  laved  from 
the  attempts  of  all  their  ^ritual  adyeriaries,  and 
niay  be  made  to  grow  in  grace  and  gifts.  Pray 
for  much  grace  to  your  minifter,  that  he  may  per- 
ftade,  as  knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord;  thait 
he  may  deal  tenderly  with  you,  as  having  himfelf 
bad  acquaintance  with  fbul-ficknefi,  orx  account  of 
fa;  that  he- may  take  you  to  Jefus  fafely,  as  hav- 
ing himfelf  been  'with  him ;  that  he  may"  comfort 
you  with  the  confblations  wherewith  he  has  been 
comforted  of  God.  In  fine,  that  he  may  fpeak, 
bccaufe  he  himfelfhas  not  only  believed,  but  ex- 
perienced the  work  of  grace  upon  his  own  foul,  a$ 
one  that  has  tailed  that  fm  is  an  evil  and  bittex 
B  4  thing, 
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thing,  arid  has  found,  that  Chrift  is  ufefiil,  is 
lufficient,  is  precious,  and  that  he  m^y  pray  ac- 
ccfptably  for  you,  as  one  who  has  found  accept- 
ance in  his  own  behalf.   Pray  likewife  for  gifts  to 

'  him,  kriowlege  in  the  myftery  of  God,  and  of 
Ghrift,  and  of  faith ;  that  he  may  have  much  fpi- 
ptual  wifdom,  zeal>   boldnefs  and  courage,  to  fit 

-  him  for  his  work^  and  withal,  that  the  Lord  may- 
give  a  door  of  utterance.  ^ 

(4.)  Gonfider,  that  a  careful  attendance  to  your 
duty,  in  holding  up  your  minifter*s  cafe,  will  be  a 
great  mean  to  promote  love,  .mutual  love  betwixt 
you  and. him;  and  this  will  help  to  break  Satan's 
engines.  ^  Nothing  contributes  moi'e  to  the  fur- 
therance and  fuccefs  of  one's  miniftry  in^a  place, 
than  much  love,  mumal  kindnefs  betwixt  mini- 
fter  and  people ;  and  no  love  fo  ufeful  this  way, 
as  that  which  vents  itfelf  in  prayer  for  one  ano- 
ther, and  is  cherifhed  by  this  means.  But, 
•  2.^1  intreat  you  may  carefully  attend  brdinan- 
ccs,  the  preaching  of  the  word,  public  prayers 
land  praifts,  and  catechifing,  as  the  Lord  fhail 
give  occafion.  This  will  make  us  cheerfolly  go 
about  thefe  duties,  if  we  fee  you  fludying  to  make 
advantage  of  the^ii :  this  will  be  profitable  to  you; 
it  will  difeourage  our  enemies ;  it  will  rejoice  our 
heart,  and  be  a  credit  to  religion. 

3.  Any  advantage  you  receive,  be  fure  that  ye 
attribute  it  entirely  to  God ;  beware  of  placing  it 
to  the  minifter's  account,  who  is  only  the  inflru- 
ment:  if  you  rob  God  of  the  glory,  and  give  it 
;to  the  inftrument,  you  may  by  this  provoke  the 
Lord  to  blafl:  your  minifter,  and  to  withdraw  from 
him  his  prefence;  which  will  foon  make  you  fee, 
that  it  is  not  the  minifter  that  can  do  any  thing. 
Give  God  his  due^  and  fo  account  of  us  as  the  fer- 
*  .  .     •     ,  vant«" 
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▼ants  of  Chrift,  and  the  ftewards  of  the  myfterics 
of  the  gofpel ;  and  when-  ye  get  any  good  by  it,    ^ 
put  it  all  to  God*s  account,  ble(s  him  for  it;  and 
let  the  inftrument  have  an  intereftin  your  affc^ti- ' 
ons  and  prayers,  that  he  may  be  farther  Ufefbl  to 
you  and  others. 

4.  Once  more  and  we  have  done.     Do  not  ac- 
count us  your  enemies,  if  we  tell  you  the  truth; 
we  mufl  by  any  means  be  free,  in  laying  open 
your  fins,  and  in  carrying  home  the  convklion  of 
them  to  your  confciences;  nor  dar^  we  gratify 
any,   by  holding  our  peace  in  this  matter ;  for  if 
we  pleafe  men,  then  are  we  not  the  fervants  of 
ChriJft;  r^nd  if  any  foul  die  in  its  fin  by  our  fi- 
lence,  then  we  bring  the  blood  of  foiUs  upon  pur 
own  heads,    and  hazard  our  own  fouls.     We  arc 
obliged  by  the  manifefjation  of  the  truth,  to  com- 
mend ourfelves  to  confciences ;  and  if  the  more  we 
lov6  the  lefs  we  are  loved,   then  God  will  require 
it  at  your  hands.     But  whether  you  will  hear,  or 
whether  you  forbear,  we  muft,  as  we  fliall  an- 
fwer  to   the  great  Shepherd  of  the   (heep,  deal 
plainly  Vith  you.  ConGder  but  that  one  fcripture 
Lev.  xix.  17.  and  ye  will  fee  reproof  to  be  an  aft 
of  great  love,  and  that  the  negle^lof  it  in  God's 
account  is  hatred.  Thou  Jloalt  not  hate  thy  brother 
in  thine  heart.     Thou  Jhalt  in  any  ways  rebuke 
thy  neighbour f  and  not  ftiffer  Jin  upon  him^  or  as 
the  laft  claufe  may  be  rendered,  Th^t  thou  hear  not 
(in  for  him.  Now,  If  you  follow  thefe  advices,  and 
if  there  be  a  fmgle  eye  to  God,  and  clofe  depend- 
ence upon  him  both  in  minifter  and  people,  mu- 
tual love  and  helpfulne/s,and  a  joint  endeavour  to 
promote  the  great  deflgn  of  the  miniflry,  the  glory 
of  God  in  our  own  falvation,  then  oir  labour  ihall 
nor  be  in  vain,  but  fhall  be  bltfTed  with  5ncrtafe,and 
God  even  our  God  fhall  blefs  us.  T  ri  F 
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THE 

. GREAT    CONCERN 

OF 

S  A   L  V  A  T  I   O    N. 

♦  PART    I 
A  difcovery  of  man's  natural  ftate,  of 
the  guilty  finner  convidted. 

Romans  ia.  23. 

hr  all  have  finned^    and    come  Jhort  0/  tif 

Glory  of  God. 

WHOEVER  confidcrs  his  prefent  tondi- 
tion,MrUI  foon  fee,  that, his  great  bufi* 
ncfe,  and  chief  concet-n  lies  in  thre^ 
important  enquiries:  WHt  have  I  done  f  Jer.  viii* 
^.  WhatJhuU  ido  to  bejived?  Afts  xvi.  30.  What 
jhalll  render  to  the  Lord?  Pfal,  cxvi.  1 2.  T\it 
anfwer  of  the  firft  will  make  Svajr  for .  the  totonA^ 
and  that  will  give  ocxrafidn  for  the  diird. 

Though  wife  men  have  bufied  their  beads,  and 
toiled  themtelves  with  wearifom  ^eftijufa'ies  after 
Happittcfej  yet  none  of  them  could  ever  give  men* 
fatisfying  anlwcr  to  any  one  of  thele  three  queries. 
But  what  they- by  their  wafiJom  could  not  do,  that 
God,  in  his  ilifinite  wifdoja  and  unparalleiied 

good-^ 
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gocxlaefih^s  done,  to  the  fatisfaftion  ofialKrati- 
onal  enquirers,  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth. 

If  it  be  enquired,'  Wh^t  we  Jiave  donp  ?  Our 
text  anfwers/  All  men  have  finned  and  comejhort 
4if  -the  glory  rfijrod.  If  the  queftion  be  put, 
Wliat  flTall  we  do  to  be  faved  ?  Look  Afts  xvi* 
31.  and  there  we  are  bid  believe  on  the  Lord  Je^ 
fits  Chrifi  and  we  fhall  he  faved.  In  fine;  if  we 
afk,  What  we  ftiall  render  ^to  the  Lord  for  his 
Kiatchleft  and  unparallelled  favour  to  us,. we  may 
tUFii  to  that  cxvi  PfaL  and  13  ver.  and  there  we 
arc?  told  what  to  do,  I  ivill  takejhe  cup  of  fizlva- 
thn,  and  call  upon  -the  name  of  the  Lord.  4nd 
much  to,  the  lame  purpofe  is  that  of  the  prophet, 
Micah  vi.  8r.  He  hath  fhewed  thee^  G  many  what 
is  goody  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee, 
but  to  do  jufllyy  and  to  love  mercy ,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God? 

The  great.concernment  of  gpfpel  minifters  lies  in 
the  fec^ond  enquiry.  It  is  our  principal  bufineft  to 
perfuade  men  and  women  to  believe  on  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  to  commend  our  blefled 
Maker  to  poor  fitiners.  But  fince  we  come  not  to 
call  th^  righteous  but  finners  to  repentahce,  it  is 
nec^/Tary  we  lay  the  foundation  in  a  dilcovery  of 
man's  natural  ftate.  Before  we  offer  Chrift,  we 
(hall,  fbew  you  need  hiiu:  before  we  tender  mer- 
cy, we  fhall  endeavour  to  reprcfent  your  mi- 
fery :  before  you  be  called  to" repentance,  we  (hall 
rtiew  you  are  finnersj  who  Hand  in  need  of  repent- 
ance.  And  upon  this  account,  we  have  made 
■choice  of  the  words  now  read,  which  do  offer  a 
jR  fair  occafion  for  a  dilcovery  of  your  fin,  and  of 
yourmiftry  on  that  account. 
,  We  iJi^iJl  not  fpend  time  in  coni^ilering  the 

'  con- 
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conncftion"  o£  the  words,  which  may  perhaps  aft 
terwards  fiiU  more  conveniently  in  bur  way. 

The.  text  is  a  general  aflcrtion,  in  which  all 
iland  convidled  of,  arid  concluded  under  fiii':  For, 

The  perfbns  to  whomiin  is^  attributed,  a're  not 
fome  (lagle  perfons,  to  a  feclufion  of  others,*  bur 
dl  raankind.  It  is  not  (bme  degenerate  wretches 
in  the  heathen  world ;  but  all,  Jew  and  Gentile, 
rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  who  have  finned, 
and  come  (hori  of  the  glory,  of  tod.  -     • 

It  is  not  aflerted  of  them,  that  they  may  fin, 
that  they  are  fallible,  and  if  artfully  plied  by  a 
temptation,  may  be  taken  off  their  feet;  but  that 
they  all  are  already  involved  in  the  guilt  of  fin, 
and  have  here^r  come  ftiort  of  the  glory  of  Gad; 
The  original  word,  which  is  here  rendered  co^e 
fhcrt,  is  emphatical ;  it  properly  fignifies  to  falf 
Ihort  of  the  mark  one  aims  at,  or  to  fall  behind  irt 
a  race,  whereby  the  prize  is  loft.  Man  in  his'firft 
eftate  was  in  a  fair  way  for  glory;  power  he  had 
to  run  the  race,  and  the  devil  had  no  power  to 
ftop  him  in  it :  he  had  not  fuch  weigh  ts  as  we  noW 
are  clogged  with,  yet  he  fell  fliort  of  the  glory* 
of  God,  /.  €,  he  loft  that  glory  In  the*  enjoyment 
ofGod  which  he  had  fogood  a  profpeft  of;  helofl 
the  image  of  God,  which  was  his  glory,  given  him 
of  God,  with  all  theconfeqtienthil  advantages  of  it. 

We  need  not   draw  any  dodlrine  from   the 
words;  theythcmfelvesdo  exprefs  that  which  we, 
dtfign  to  infift  upon, 

That  all  mtn  and  'women y  defc ending  from  A^ 
km  in  an^ordinary  ivay^  have  firmed ^  and  thereby 
come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  Gad,  .  * 

This  dpftrine  ftanding  fb  clear  in  the  words, 

fupcrfedes  ^ny  further  proof;  and  therefore,  we 

V  -    -  fhali 
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ih«U  n*ot  (pend  time  \xx  ailedging  ptb^r  icriptiirps 
affertijig  th^  iame  thing*  '  > 

\  Before  wc  apply  this  truth,  we  ftall, 

I,  l^remile  a  few  propofi.tion§  for  clearing  the 
way  to  the  forthef  cj^plic^tiojci  of  tljis  great  <uid 
muofnefltous  truA-       . 

%.  We  (ball  enquire  what  fin  formally  implies, 
3^  Mention  a  property  or  t^vo  oJF  it^ 

'  4.  Enquire  intp  the  import  of  this  Jll  in  the 
text.  . 

.5.^ Shew  what,  is  implied  in  thf^  .expreffipn, 
jtimmjhort  of  the  gkry  of  CoJ. 

.  6;  Whence  ii  is  that  all  have  finned^  and  thereby 
CQTncJhort  of  the  glory  of  God,  Now  of  isach  of 
t^iefe  in  order,     An4> 

\  fir  ft.  We  (hall  premiie  4  few  propofition§  for 
^J^rJ^g.  the  way  to  what  we  forther  aefign  in  the 
explication  of  thi$  trnth.     The 

•  1.  Prpipoiitipn  we  oiTer  to  ypu  is.  That  God 
4s  the  labiolute  and  ind^ependent  fevprj^gn  of  the 
yorld.  Men  dp  often  uforp  an  abfolute  power 
over  their  IJibJefts,  and  claim  a  blind  and  iilimiit- 
ed  obedience ;  butf  they  had  need  t^e  heed  Jthey 
do  not  invade  .God's  right,  and  that  which  is  his 
fovjereign  prerogative.  He  is^,  and  lie  onjyisab- 
folute  Lord  and  kingof  the  earth,  as  the  Piahfniil 
finga  in  Plal^  xlvii.  2^  Tht  Lord  mo fi  high  is  /^r- 
riUe;  he  is  a  great  king  over  all  thf  tartb.  And 
indeed  he  alone  is  fit  tp  manage  fo  great  a  pro- 
vince, forafoiiich  as  there  iSl  none  among  the 
gods  like  unto  him;  neither  are  there  a^y  works 
^kcMn^o  his,  Pial.  Ijppivi.  8,  His  eiaim  xs  found- 
ed upon  the  excellency  of  bis  natvire,  J^r.  x.  6, 
r.  FoKofmnch  as-  thfire  is  none  like  unto  thee,  0 
Lor d^  thou  art  ^r eat 9  and  il^  name  is  great  in 
migbti  '^ho  would  not  fear  thee,  QjfCif^  of  nations? 

,  For 
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For  to  thee  doth  it  appertain^fir  as  much  as  there, 
is  none  like  unto  thee:  Arid  upon  his  creation  of  all 
things.  The  Lord  is  a  great  king  above  ali  gods, 
thefea  is  his  and  he  made  it,  Pftl.  xcv.  3,  $*'  ^ 
Jacob  (ifid  yirael,.  thou  art  my  fervant,  I  have 
farmed  thee,  thou  art  my  fervant,  0  Ifrael,  Ua. 
xliv.  21,  In  fine,  "his  prefervation  of  all  things, 
and  the  manifold  benefits  he  loads  his  ^creatures 
with,  do  give  him  the  noblefl  title  to  abfblote  do- 
minion; and  his  glorious  perfeftions  of  wifdom, 
power,  holinefs  and  juflice,  do^not  only  fit  him  for 
it,  but  make  his  fway  defirable  to  ail  who  Under- 
ftand  their  o\wi  interefl*  ^     , 

2,  Take  this  propofition,  God  the  abfblute  Ib- 
vereign  of  the  world  has  prefcribed  laws  to  all  his 
creamres,  by  which  he  governs  them,  Not  to 
fpeak  of  thefe  laws  which  he  has  given  to  the  in- 
animate part  of  Ihe  creation,  he  has  prefcribed 
men  their  work,  he  has  given  them  his  laws, 
whereby  they  are  indifpenlably  obliged  to  live. 
There  is  me  lawgiver,  nuho  is  able  tofave  and  to 
deflroy.  Jam.  i.  12.  The  Lord  is  judge,  king,  and 
laiv'gijjer,  I&.  xxxiii.  2^.  We  are  not  in  any 
th^ng  left  akc^ether  arbitrary^  He  who  has  faid  to 
thefea,  Hitherto  fhalt  thou  come,  and  no  fur- 
ther, has  dealt  lb  likewifb  with  man ;  he  has  H* 
jnited  him  on  every  hknd  by  his  holy  laws,  the 
incontcftable  ftatutes  oPheavai'*  We  are  ot)lige4 
to  cat,  drink,  fleep,  converft,  and  do  every  thing 
by  role;  God  has  fet  us  our  bounds  as  to  all  thel^ 
things,  and  thither  (hould  we  come  ^nd  no  fur- 
ther. Indeed  thefe  limits  God  has  fet  us  are  not 
foch  as  he  fets  to  the  waves  of  the  tumultuous  fea; 
No,  ht  deals  with  us  in  a  way  iuited  to  our  na- 
ftire;  he  has  fet  fiich  limits  as  none  can  paTs,  till 
they  aft  in'direft  contradiftion  to  their  very  na^ 

tureu. 
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tiTei\  till  they  abandon  a  due  confidcration  of 
that  wherein  their  greateft  concern  and  chiefefl 
intereft  lies,  ae  will  appear  plain  enough  from  that 
\^hich  we  offer  in  the 

'  3//Plape,  for  clearing  the  way,  That  the  great 
law-giver  of  the  world  has  annexed  rew^ards  and 
punilhments  to  thele  laws  he  has  made.  The  au- 
thority of  God  is  a  tender  point  indeed^  He  has 
laid,  he  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another,  and 
therefore,  he  has  taken  care  to  guard  the  laws  he 
has  niLiJe  by  fuitable  rewards, and  puniiliments. 
God  indeed  is  not  obliged  to  give,  man  any  flir- 
ther  reward  for  his  obedience,  than  what  flows 
from  the  obedience  itfelf,  which  is  lufficient  to  be 
a  reward  to  itfelf,  for  in  keeping  God's  commands 
there  is  great  reward.  Pfal,  xix.  i  x.  But  fuch  is 
his  matvhieftand  unbounded goodnefi  thathe  pro- 
po(cd  no  left' reward  of  obedience  than  eternal  life, 
a  reward  (iii table,  not  tb  man's  obedience,  which 
delerves  no  fuch  thing,  but  to  the  bounty  of  the 
giver.  On  the  other  hand,  again,  he  has  annexed 
a  dreadful  penalty  to  his  laws;  break  them  we  may 
if  we  will ;  for  God  has  not  made  it  impoflible  we 
Jfhould;  but  if  we  do,  then  the  heavy  curie  of 
God  will  follow  us.  Citrfed  is  every  one  that  con- 
tinueth  nst  in  all  things  written  in  the  boak  of  the 
law  to  do  them.  The  f  mie  mouth  that  pronounc- 
ed the  law,  pronounces  the  curfe.  Gal.  iii.  lo. 
And  we  know,  whom  he  curfes  they  are  cuiicd, 
and  whom  he  blelTcth  they  are  bleiTed  indeed, 

4.  Thele  laws,  whidi  God  hath  giv^n  us  to 
walk  by,  have  a  fourfold  property  mentioned  by  j 
the  apolHe,  Rom.  vii.  12,  i/^.  IVhere fore  the  law 
is  holy,  and  the  commandment  holy^  juft  and  good. 
And  ver.  14.  IVe  know  that  the  law  is  fpifitualy 
but  I  am  carnal,  and  fold  under  fin^ 

■'  (..) 
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^  tended  with  guilt,  it  makes  the  fmner  guilty,  it 
obliges  him  to  undergo  the  penalty  which  God 
hath  annexed  to  his  law;  it  carries  ever  along 
with  it  a  title  to  the  curfe  of  God.  '  When  the 
4|iw   of  God  is  confidered  as  that  which  repre- 

*  lents  his  holinefs  and  fpotlefs  purity,  whereby  it 
becomes  the  meafiire  and  flandard  of  all  beaut)^, 
glory  and  purity  to  us ;  then  /in,  as  it  ftands  op- 
pofed  to  it  in  this  refpeft,  is  loJkt  upon  as  a 
ftain,  a  blot,  a  defilement:  but  as  the  law  of  God 
carries  on  it  the  impreffion  of  his  royal  autho- 
rity, the  breach  of  it  binds  over  to'  juft  puni(h- 
ment  for  the  reparation  of  the  honour  of  that  con- 
temned authority.  ^        ' 

Thus  we  fee  what  it  is. that  all  men  are  charged 
"with.  God  here  lays  home  to  them  a  breach  of  the 
law,  repreftnts  them'  as  condemned  and  guilt)^, 
deformed  and  defiled  creatures;  Jll  men  have /in" 

'  7iedy  every  one  has  broken  the  holy,  juft,  good, 
and  fpiritual  law  of  the  great  Sovereign  of  the 
world  ;  all  are  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  his  authori- 
ty, all  are  defiled  with  that  abominable  thing 
which  his  foul  hates.  Left  any  one  fhould  take 
occafioa to  clear  himfelf  and  fay,  O  lam  not  the 
perfbn  Tpoken  of,  I  never  contemned  God,  1  ne- 
ver defiled  myfelf,  and  fb  I  am  not  guilty  of  that 
which  is  charged  upon  mankind.  Left  any  fhould 
■  fay,  I  am  clean,  Godhas  put  a  bar  upon  this  door, 
by  extending  the  charge  to  ail  without  exception. ' 
And  io  I  comb,  in  the 

Fourth  place,  to  enquire  into  the  import  of  this 
univerfal,  particle  Jii  in  my  text;  afxd  it  im- 
ports ■         '  ■ 

I.   That  perfons  of  all  ages  are  involved  in  the 
fame  co'pmon  mifery.     Young  and  old  Wve  fin- 
ned. The  fucklingupon  the  breaft,  as  yell  as  the  ^ 
-     ^  •  old 
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old  man  that  is  ftooping  ^into  the  grave.  None 
needs  envy  another.  The  old  man  needs  not  en- 
vy the  innocency  of  the  infant  of  d«iys,  for  tl^e 
youngeft  carries  as  mucb  fin  into  the  world,  as 
renders  it  ugly,  deformed  and  guilty.  Indeed  there 
are  who  have  not  finned  at  the  rate  that  othef  s 
have  done.  Children  have  not  finned  after  the 
JiTnilitude  of  AdarrCs  tranfgrtfpony  Rom.  v.  14. 
.  their  age  WQ§ld.not  allow  them;  but  fin  enough 
they  have  derived  to  them  from  x^dam  to  damn, 
to  defile  them. 

2.  Perfbns  of  all  profefiions,  Jew. and  Gentile," 
whatever  their  religions  profejffion  be.  This  evil 
is  not  confined  to  tho(e  of  one  religion,  but  is  ex- 
tended to  all :  the  apoftle  funis  up  all  mankind,  as 
to  religion,  under  two  heads>  Jew  and  Gentile; 
and,  .at  lar^e^  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  epiille, 
piroves  them  both  to  be  finners. 

3.  All  ranks,  of  perfbns,  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor.  This  is  not  an  evil  of  which  the  prince 
can  free  hin^felf  more  than  the  peafant.  Thefe 
who  may  be  fhining  in  gliftering  apparel  are  up- 
on this  account  vile  and  filthy  as  the  toad  they 
cannot  endure  to  look  upon  :  thefe  who  may  con- 
demn or  abfblve  others,  may  themfelves  be  under 
a  fentejice  of  condemnation  ;  nay,  it  really  is  (b 
with  all  who  are  not  fiived  from  their  fins.  Even 
thefe  veiy  men  who  have  fbmetimes  forgot 
themfelves  fb  far  as  to  advance  themfelves 
above  the  laws,  are  yet  not  o«ly  fubjeft  to 
God's  law,  but  lying  under  an  obligation  to  pu- 
nifliment  on  account  of  their  breaches  of  this  ho- 
ly, j'jfl  and  good  law. 

4.  Perfons  in  all  generations  are  gujlty.  It  was 
not  only  fame  poor  wretches  in  the  old  world 
which  G^d  fwept  oiF  the  face  of  the  earth  by  a- 
G  3  flood, 
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flbod,  that  have  finned,  but  perfbns  of  all  ages, 
ranks  and  qualities  in  all  generations.  There  is 
not  one  exc(i*ption  aipong  all  the  natural  defcen- 
dants  o(  Adam,  man  nor  ^oman,  great  nor  finall, 
rich  rior  poor,  king  nor  beggar  ;  all  have  finned 
fr&m  the  greateft  to  the  leaft.  None  can  juftly 
upbraid  another  with  what  he  has  done  in  this 
matter,  fince  all  are  in  the  provocation  :  All  have 
finned  and  comejhort  of,  tha  glory  oj^od. 

And  this  leads  us  to  that  which  we  did  in  the 
next  place  propofe  to  diicourfe  of  to  you,  viz. 

Fifthly  y  The  import  of  this  coming  fl) art  of  the 
glory  of  God ;  and  this  takes  in  or  implies, 

1 .  That  man  has  fallen  fhort  of  that  glory 
which  he  had  by  the  conformity  of  his  nature  to 
God.  Man  is  Ciid,  i  Cor.  xi.  7..  to  be  the  image 
and  glory  of  God:  and  indeed  fb  was  he  in  his 
(irft  and  bell:  eftate.  .O  what  of  God  was  there  in 
innocent  Adam!  A  mind  full  of  light;  how  won- 
derfully did  it  reprefent  that  God  ,who  is  light, 
and  in  whom  there  is  no  darknefs  at  all !  A  pure 
Ibui,  the  exadl  tranfcript  of  the  divine  purity! 
The  reft  of  the  creatures  had  in  them  fome  darker 
reprefentations  of  the  glory  of  God's  wi Horn  and 
power,  but  only  man  of  all  the  creatufes  in  the 
lower  world  was  capable  to  reprefent  the  holinefe, 
rijrhteoufnefs  and  purity,  and  other  rational  per- 
ftftions  of  the  ever  bleffed  deity ;  and  upon  this 
account  man  was,  the  glory  of  God.  God  as  it 
xscre  gloried  in  him  as  the  mafter-piece  of  the  vi- 
fible  creation,  in  whom  alone  more  of  God  waJto 
be  fti^n  than  in  all  the  reft  befide.  This  man  has 
now  lod: ;  he  has  fallen  /hort  of  the  beduty  and 
glory  which  made  him  the  glory  of  God. 

2.  Man  has  loft  the  glory  he  had  as  he  was  the 
deputy  of  the  great  God  in  this  lower  wc^ld.    He 

.     Mas 
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by  the  ii>finite  -wifilom  and  goodnefi  of  God  it  be 
made  fubfervieat  tl\ereunto. 

.  Tqu  are  all  hereprefent  before  the  Lordy  to  hear 
what  God  the  Lord  will /peak  unto  you  ;  and  as  E- 
hud  (aid  to  Egloiiking  of  Moab,  fo  we  fay  to  you. 
We  hav4  a  meffage  from  God  to  you^  Judg.  iii.  20. 
A  fad  meflage,  not  much  unFike  to  that  which  E- 
bud  brought  to  Eglon,  a  meiflfage  of  death.  We 
come  this  day  to  you  to  implead  you  in  G'od*$ 
name  as  guilty  of  fin.  The  meffage  is  not  to 
fbme,  particular  grofs  offenders,  but  to  every  foul 
now  prefent  before  the  Lord;  to  the  cliild,  to  the 
young  man  and  maid,  to  thofe  of  riper  years,  and 
to  them  who  are  old,  and  ftoop  under  the  weight 
of  many  years. 

In  the  nainey  and  at  the  mftance  of  the  grtaf^ 
the  terrible  Gody   the   k'lngy   the   Lord  of  hojts, 
whole  na'me  is  dreadful  among  the  heathen,  Mai. 
i.  14.  that  epnfinneth  the  word  of  his  firvantt^ 
and  performeth  the  counfel  of  his  meJfengtrSy  l£ 
xHv.  26.  we  are  to  implead,   impeach,  and  ao 
cufe  every  foul  here  prelent  as  guilty  of  fin.     Hi- 
therto we  have  fpoken  in  general,  which,  it  may* 
be,  has*  been  no  better  tt>  you  than  Nathan's  pa- 
rable to  David.     It  may  be  Ifome  of  you  have  beeiv 
ikying,  that  the  fdlil  diat  hasikined  has  dcferved- 
ly  fallen,  ftiort  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  fallen  un- 
der the  wrath  of  God;  but  now, what  we  faid  be- 
fore in  general,  we  come  to  fay  in  particular  to  c- 
very  one  of  you,  as  Nathan  did  to  David,  ThoOk. 
art  the  many   thou  art  the  wcman^  thou  art  the  * 
childy  the  yoUng  man,  or  the  maid  who  haft  finned^ 
and  thereby  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God, 

Now  that  we  may  be  fucccfsful  in  this  work, 
and  bringyouifpoirible,,to  underftand-yonr  flate 
and  condition,  we  fliall  . 

I.  Read 
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but  the  common  lot.  God  be.mercifial  to  us,  we 
are  all  finn'ers,  and  there  the  repentance  of  ifioft  is 
done  ;  their  fores  are  healed,  and  they  can  live, 
,  and  it  may  be  die,  without  any  fear  in  this  cafc : 
fiieh  light  appreJienfions  have  moft  part  of  fin. 

Thele,  thefc  it  may  be,  are  the  apprehenfions 
of  not  a  few  of  you,  upon  hearinff  the  charge:  but 
if  there  be  notblindminds,  (hut  eyes,deaf  ears  and 
dreadfully  hard  hearts  araongfl:  us  ;  ere  all  be 
done,  fbme  of  you  will,  it  may  be,  change  your 
ininds,  and  thipk  this  a  veiy  dreadful  and  heavy 
change.  If  God  would  now  concur  by  his  fprrit, 
and  enable  us  to  manage  our  work  to  purpofe,  if 
he  would  let  out;  of  the  convincing  influences  of 
his  fpirit,  the  weight  of  this  charge  would  prefe 
you  fb,  as  to  make  youf  hearts  fail  and  fmk  with- 
in you.  . 

Sin  is  an  ordinary  word,  a  little  word,  and 
moft  men  do  apprehend  that  there  is  but  little  in 
it;  but  miftake  it  not,  there  is 'much  in  it,  more 
than  angels  or  men  can  ever  di (cover,  or  fully  un- 
fold ;  yet  that  all  this  that  we  have  Jfaid  may  not 
feem  a  groundlefs  allegation,  L(hall,^i.  fet  up  to 
you  fome  glafles,  wherein  you  may  get  a  view^  of 
fin's  ugly  face';  or  I  Ihall,  as  Balak  did  Balaam, 
take,  you  to  fuch  places,  where  you  may  get  a 
fight  of  its  formidable  nature,  power  and  malig- 
nity. 2.  I  (hall  tell  you  of  fbme  dreadful  and 
monftrous  evils  that  are  lodged  in  every  fin,  the 
letfft  idle  thought  or  word.  And,  3.  I  iiiall  men- 
tion fbme  killing  ag:rrav:itions  that  your  fins  are 
clothed  with,  that  p^t  an  accent  upon  them,  and 
inhance  their  gulk.  And  this  will  let  you  fee  the 
great  evil  of  fin  ;  this  will  open  your  indi<^ment. 

Fir/t,  We  Ihall  give  you  fome  profpedls  of  fin. 

It 
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if  after  all  thefe  views  of  fin,  your  eyes  are  fo 
blinded  that  you  cannot  fee  it,  then  come  take  a 
view  of  it, 

7.  In  the  cafe  of  the  damned^  Here,  here  you 
may  have  a  ftrange,  an  heart-aflefting  view  of 
fin*s  Ugly  face.  .  See  the  poor  wretches  lying  in 
bundles,  boiling  eternally  in  that  ftream  of  brim- 

•ftone,  roring  under  the  intolerable,  and  yet  eter- 
nal anguifti  of  their  (pirits.  Take  a  furvey  of  them 
in  this  lamentable  poflure.  If  you  (hould  fee  Ibmc 
hundreds  of  men,  womeaand  children,  all  thrown 
alive  into  burning  pitch  or  melted  lead,  would  not 
this  prefentyou  with  a  fad  (cene  ofmifery  and 
wo  ?  would  not  this  be  a  difmal  fight  ?  indeed  it 
would  be  fo:  but  all  this  is  nothing  to  the  un- 
Ipeakable  mifery  of  the  devils  and  damned,  who 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  living  and  fin- 
revenging  God,  and  are  laid  in  chains  of  ma  fly 
and  thick  darknefs,  eternally  deprefTed  and  funk 
into  the  bottomlefs  depth  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  choked  with  the  fleam  of  that  lake  of  fire  and 
brin^pne^  and  have  every  faculty  of  thei^  foiil, 
every  joint  of  their  body,  brim- full  of  the  fliry  of 
the  eternal  God :  behold,  and  wonder  at  this  ter- 
rible and  aftonifhing  fight ;  and  in  this  take  a  view 
of  fin.  Wfjre  hell  now  opened,  and  fawyou  thedam- 
ned  In  chains  of  darknefs,  and  if  yau  heard  their' 
dreadfiiL  yelling,  and  found  the  fleam  of  the  bot- 
tomlefs pit,  ye  woulw*  then  in  every  fenfe  get  fome 
difcovery  of  fin.     It  is  only  fin  that  has  kindled 

•  tbat  dreadful  and  inextinguifhable  ike  of  wrath, 
and  cafl  the  damned  into  it  \  and  it  is  fin  that  holds 
them  there,  and  torments  them  there.  If, you  had 

*but  a  jufl  impreffion  of  thefe  things,   how  hateful 

would  fin  be  to  you  ?  And  if  after  all  that  has-been 

laid,  you  ilill  imagine  th^t  flu  i3  not  il>  bad  as  we 

D  would 
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V0u}drepre(ent  it>thcn  comeohcemdre^  ^dlHiiki). 

ai.view  of  it^  .,  ...  -  .   .  .   * 

8.  In  the  luiFerings  of  Chrift.  Here  is  a  gla(s> 
O  crimitlalsf  \Vher6in  you  may  fee  your  own  fece. 
You  think  it  a  little  thing  that  you  have  finned;? 
nay^  it  may  bci  you  roll  fin  as  a  fwect  morlel  un- 
der your  tongues.  But  come  here,  and  (ee  what 
ar  thing  it  is  which  you  thus  dreadfully  miftake  i  Mi 
Gome  fee  it  holding  the  fword ;  O  ftrange !  Nay 
more,  thrufting  it  into  Chrifi's  fide!  Here,  fui- 
ncrs,  is  a  fight  that  m^de  the  earth  to  tremble, 
and  the  Sun  to  hide  his  face,  as  we  fee,  Matth. 
ixvii.  51.  Luke  xxiii.  45.  In  this  glafs  you  may, 
fee,  (i.)  What  God*s  thoughts  of  fin  are*  80' 
highly  oppofite  to  his  nature  is  it,  fchut  the  bo^vcls 
of  afFeftion  he  had  to  th6  fbn  of  his  lore^  whom. 

'  he  fo  highly  honoured^  when  thd  voice  came  from 
the  excellent  glory,  laying,  This  is  my  beiovedfih 
in  whom  I  am  well  pieafed^  werifi  not  able  to  hold 
up  the  hand  of  iaexorablc  juftice  from  ftriking  at 
bim,  nay,  ftriking  him  dead  for  the  fin  bf  the  e-* 
left  world.  Would  not'  that  be  a  great  probf^ 
think  ye,  of  the  averfion  of  a  parent  to  any  thing, 

'  if  he  would  rather  choofe  to  flay  his  ibtj,  nay,  hi« 
only  fon,  his  fon  whom  he  loved  moft  tender- 
ly, than  itfiiouid  efeape  a  mark  of  his  d'^leafiire  I 
(2.)  Here  yoL4  .may  fee  more  of  the  pollution  of 
fin  than  any  wiiere  elfe.  Never  was  there  any 
thing  that  gave  fo  juft  apprel'-jufions  of  the  ftaia 
6ffin,  as  the  death  of  Chrift.  An  ingrained  pol* 
lution  it  muft  indeed  be,  if  no  left  will  wafli  it  out 
than  the  blood  of  God,  (3.)  Here  is  ft  dreadful 
^videncQ  of  the  power  of  fin.  Never  did  this 
more  appear,  than  when  it  blinded  the  eyes  of  the  •J- 
dcfrenerate  fons  of  men  fo  for,  that  they  could  not 
difcern.  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  fa- 

^     thcr. 
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ther,  who  was  fo  fall  of  grace  and  of  truth,  nvhofe 
divine  nature  daily  beamed,  as  it  were,  through 
that  of  his  human,  la  miFaculous  operation9, 
Vforka  and  \Bords,  which  none  but  God  could  do, 
none  hut  God  coul4  fpeak..  And  no  lefi  was  the 
power  of  finfeen^  when  it  hurried  men  headlong 
into  that  heaven-daring  pitch  pf  impiety,   to  im^- 

*  hru©  their  hands  in  the  bJood  of  GocJ.  Qfintiers, 
would  you  lee  what,  {in  is  ?  look  at  it  with  its 
Jiands  reeking  in  the  gore  and  blood  of  God^  and 
tell  what  you  think  of  it. 

: .  fllut  it  is  like,  (ome  of  you  may  fiiy.  What  is  this 
to  the  fairpoft  ?  This  is  jnot  the  fin  that  we  are 
guilty  of.  We  have  never  ipibrued  our  hands  ii^ 
the  blood  of  God,  and  fb  herein  we  cannot  fee 
cur  crimes.  This  makes  nothing  to  that  which 
now  you  are  doing,  the  unfolding  the  hainous 
nature  of  that  crime  you  now  implead  U3  as  guilty 
of  before  God.     To  this  we  anlwer, 

(i.)  Shoukl'we  grant  what  is  alledged  as  to 
your  innocency  in  this  matter,  to  be  true,  yet 
herein  there  is  much  of  the  nature  of  your  fin  to 
be  feen,  fince  it  partakes  of  the  common  nature  of 
Sax  with  that  of  the  murder  of  God ;  and  fince  it 
is  eveiy  equalwayto,ifnotthat  very  fame,againft 
which  God  did  evidence  his  hatred  in  fo  wonder* 
fill  a  manner,  in  the  death  of  his  only  begotten 
ion,  whpm  be /pared  net  y  but  gave  to  the  death, 
Vihen  he.  laid  en  him  the  iniquity  of  the  ele^  'Wiirld^ 
But, 

(2.)  We  fay  that  very  fin  lies  at  your  door,  O 
finners;  and  if  you  dei^y  it,  I  would  only  afk  you 
one  qUeftion,  Dare  you  hold  up  your  faces,  ,^nd  itf 

•the  fight  of  God  fay,  That  you  did  receive  Jefiis 

Chriil  the  firft  time  ever  there  was  an  offer  of  him 

made  to  you  ^  Ifnot>  then  you  are  guilty  in  that 

D  2  you 
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•you  practically  determine  the  plitting  him  to  death, 
no  cfime.  You  by  your  praftice  bear  witnefs  to> 
'or  afleft  the  juftice  of  the  Jiews  quarrel,  atid  bring 
.jhe  Wood  of  God  upon  your  head :  and  therefore 
in  their  crimes  you  may  fee  your  own.  All  the 
world,  to  whom  the  gofpel  report  come$,  mufl 
either  be  for  or  againft  the  Jews  in  their  profecu- 
^ion  of  him;  and  no  otherwife  can  we  give  tefti-  * 
mony  againft  them,'  but  by  believing  the  goipel 
^report  of  him,  that  be  was  indeed  the  (on  of  God, 
the  Saviour  of  the  world.  In  Co  far  as  we  refill^ 
a  compliance  with  this,  in  as  far  are.  we  guilty  of 
the  death  of  Chrift:  f;)r  unbelief  fubferibes  thtf 
Jews  charge  againft  the  fbn  of  God,  and  afferis 
him  an  impoftor.        '  -         . 

.(5.)  Either  you  are  believers  or  unbelievers  j 
if  believers,  then  it  was  your  .very  fins  which  kil*. 
led  Chrift,  it  was  for  your  iniquities  he  was  bruit  • 
ed.  But  he  was  wounded  for  cur  tranjgreffionsi 
be  was- bruijhd  for  our  iniquities  f  the  chajlifement 
^f  pur  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  Jtripes  we 
are  healed.  All  we  like  lofl  fheep  have  gone  a- 
fir  ay  :  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way^ 
and  the  Lord,  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us. 
ally  (aith  the  prophet  in  the  name  of  all  the  eledb, 
I(a.  liii.  5,  6.  If  yQu  be  unbelievers,  then  you  do 
not' beBeve  the  wiincfs  thatJCIhrift  gave  ofhimfelfj 
that  he. Is  the  fbnof  God;  and  therefore,  do  pra- 
ftically  declare  him  an  impoftor,  and  worthy  of 
death,  and  fo  may  fay  of  yourfelves,  with  re- 
Tpe£t  to  the  jews  cruelty,  that  when  they  con- 
demned him,  they  had  your  confent  to  what 
they^  did, 

'  Now,   what  think  ye,  O  criminals,  when  wc^ 
have  in  thcfe  eight  dUferent  glaflcs  giv^n  you  a 
proipeA/of  the  crime  we  implead  you  of?  Is  It  not 

afeat- 
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a  fearful  one?  If  you  be  not  ftrangely  Riipified, 
fare  you  muft  own  it  fo:  but  left  there  fliould  be 
any  io  blind,  as  not  to  difccrn  what  it  is  we  accufe 
them  of,  we  fhall,        • 

Secondly y  Proceed  to  mention  fomc  great  evils 
that  are  all  implied  in  the  leaft  finj  in  every  pro* 
vocation.  This  charge  which  we  intent  againft 
you  is  no  mean  thing.     For,  i 

I.  It  has  alheifin  in  it.  An  Atheift  who  denied 
the  i)cing  of  a  God,  is  a  monfter  in  nature;  <?i 
creature  (o  extremely  degenerate,  that  Ibme  have 
doubted,  whether  there  ever  was,  or  could  be; 
any  of  the  fbns  of  Adam  fo  debauched  as  in  prin- 
ciple to  avouch  this  monftrous  untruth*  But  there 
arc  praftical  atheifts,  fuch  as  the  apoftle  mentions 
and  char^fterifeth,  Tit.  I.  16.  who  profefi  to  kno'W 
Godj  but  in  works  detry  him,  being  ahorninable  Mnd 
difobedient;  or,  as  it  is  in  the  firft  language,  c^/A 
^en  of  unperfuafion^  6r  imptrfuadtbley  and  tt> 
every  good  work 'reprobate  I  that  there  are  fuch 
none  can  deny,  fince  every  finnef  is. in  fome  fort 
iuch,f)for  every  fip  has  atheilm  in  it.  In  the  fif. 
and  53  Pfelms  we  have  a  dcfcriptibh  of  the  natii- 
nd  ftate  of  man;  and  look  to  the  (pring  of  all  the 
impeties,  in  the  i  vcr.  The  fool  haihfaid  in  4m 
heart  there  is  no  God;  and  then  a  train  of  laibemfr* 
able  jwaftical  impieties  follow^  they  are  corrupt, 
they  have  done  abominable  works,  there  is  none  that 
doth  good.  The  Pfalmift  doth  not  there  difoourfe 
of  fome  profligate  .wretches  among  the  Jewsj  or  of 
the  Gentiles  who  knew  not  God,  but  of  the  wholp 
race  of  Adam,  Jew  a«d  Gentile?;  .as  the  apoftle 
proves  in  the  lo^Jii  and  12  verfesjof  this  chapter 
wheiiein  our  textiles,  when  he  adduices  teftimonles 
from  this  Plalm  to  prove  aliiindteveiy  one  tohavb 
iinned  and  comti  'fhort  of  the  glory /oif  God.  And 
D  3  ii^- 
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imgutfojalk  through  the  earthy  fparing  ndther  God 
nor  aian ;  but  thdc  alfo  are  bbfphemers;  ^^Hio  do 
in  their  aftions  reproach  God^Nianb.  xv.i  30,  3  >. 
The  foul  that  doth  ought.  prefiimp$uoufly^  the  fame 
reproacheth  the  Lord;  and  that  foul  flf all  be  cut 
off  from  among  bis  people  y  hecaufe  he  hath  defpifed 
^  the  word  of  the  Lordy  and  hath  Broken  hisxom- 
mandment;  thit  fhul  fhall  he  utterly  cut  off :  his 
iniqmty  Jhall  be  upon  him.    Is  it  a  fmall  thing  to 
;you,  O  finners,   that  you  have  broken  the  com- 
mand of  God  I  It  may  be  light  andeafy  in  your 
eyesi  but  iee  to  it,  whether  God*s  word  or  yours 
ihall  (land.     You  call  it  a  Hght  thing;  but  God 
'    looks  uponhimfeifas  reproached  by  it;  and  in- 
deed lie  juftly  looks  upon  it  as  a  reproach;  jfor  e- 
very  fin  charges  hiKn,  .(i.>  with  folly.     God  in 
•giving  laws  to  men  to  walkby,defigned  the  mu- 
;nifeftation  of  his  wiicfom  in  maj^ing  fiich  laws  as 
became  the  infinite  wifdojp  of  the  fiipremc'gover- 
'nor  of  the  i^orld:  but  the  fixiner  by  every  fin 
-  feys  practically^  that  God's  laws  are  not  wifi ;   bis 
own  will  whkh  b6  follows  in  the  comtnii&oci  of 
.fin  he  thinks  better.    (2.)  It  reproaches  hisgood- 
tftC'fs,     The  finncr  (ays  by  his  prafticc,/That  nrf-  i 
ther  God's  laws  nor  birafelf  are  good,  hut  that 
•  God  has  eithet  through  ignorance,  or  folly,  or  ma- 
lice;  retrenched  him  of  what  might  have  cooduc- 
'  ed  to  his  good ;  that  bis  laws  are  not  calccdftte  to 
i the  advantage  itfid  real  good  of  his  fiibge^s.  (3.) 
.  He  hereby  lik^wUe  reproaches  the  ngfaceoufiiels  and 
holinefs  of  God,  in  ds  far  as  theie  are  Aampt  up- 
^on  th^  laMs  which  hmot  only  rejed»#iit  tramples 
upon,  as  one  that  belicvesnot  God^  calls  him  a 
liar,   I  John  v.  10.  So  he  that  ob^yshimnot,  ac^ 
.cufes  him  either  of  unrighteoufiiefeor  foUy^  Now 
tiki^  bra&drof  the  charge  riJes  lugfasr  th»n  aieowed 
,4  J-  atfceMhi; 
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athdlm;  for  the  adicift  intirely  difowns  God; 
and  fo  entertains  not  foch  ^nfuitable  thoughts 
of  him  as  he  doth  who  owns  him,  and  yet  accuP 
es  him  by  his  praftice,  of  ignorance,  foUy  and  im- 
purity. But  this  IS  not  all  that  is  in  the  crime  laid 
againftyou:  For,  ...  .  • 

4.  Every  fm  has  robbery  in  it.    It  is  a  rape 
committed,  an  endeavour  to  carry  away  fomc  one 
or  other  of  the  crown  jewels  of  heaven.   God  has 
&id,  he  tuill  not  give  bis  glory  to  another;  and 
one  darling  part  of  this  glory  is  that  of  his  abfolute 
dominion.     Naw  evi^ry  fiiiner  cndeavburs  to*  rob 
God  of  this,  and  that  to  dothe  either  Satan  or 
fin  with  it.  The  commanding  power  it  would  haxrc 
taken  &om  God,  and  given  to  itfelf,  or  (bme  other, 
than  which  thece  can  be  no  greater  robbery.  Agaiti, 
the  glory  of 'God's  fovereigntty  is  due  to  him  in^^ 
pun^hial  obedience  to  every  one  of  bis  commat^ds. 
He  that  obey*  the  command, gives  God  the  giopy 
of  his  authority,  and  bwns^him  governor  of  the 
world,  and  this  is  a  part  of  God's  property;  Jit 
is  the  revenue. that  he  reqmres  of  the  world, 
and  the  finrier  by  every  fin  Recommits,  atcwnpts 
to   rob   him  of  thlp  glory,   invades   his  pro- 
perty.     We  find   God  himfelf  managing  the 
charge  of  robbery  againft.  a'  pco^rie  called  by  his 
name,  Mai.  iti  8,  91  TVill  a  man  rob  Cod?  yet  ye 
hatie  roBhed  me  :  htt  ye  fay  ^  wherein  havevii  roh- 
bed  thee  ?  In  tiihei  and  offering.    Te  are  cur  fed 
witha  curJe;\for  ye  have  robbed  rne^   even  < this 
whole  nati^ni    So  I  fay  to  you.  You  have  robbed 
God:  but  you  "Will  lay,  wherein  have  we  robbed 
him^  I  aniwer,  In  that  which  is  £[r  .more  valu- 
able thsm  tithes,  and  oiFerings^  you  have  robbM 
himi  'dfitd  in  ever/ fin  do  nob  him,  ^of  that  oboob- 
CBCe  wbi^h^^bint  isMtter  t^nfzcr^ce.'  Hath 

the 
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ft^'Lardas  great  dcHght  im  bkt^^^erb^s  and 
yfkerijkesj,  as  m  a^ingiht  voice  of  the  Lard?.B£' 
holtl^  to  ohey  ii  ictter  thttnfacrificey  andu  hearken 
than  the  fai  (.fnmts<,  %  Sam.  xv.  ^2«  But  thi&  yot 
jsnotftll:  we  chaise  you,  .:     -  .  • 

5,  With  rebeliiorf.     Every  finqer  i«  ^  rebel  a.- 

gtinftCod,  Jbe  ^CBftsirfF  the  yoke. of  God,  biurfts 

.>the  bonds  of  obedtsooe,  aud  takes  u.p  ^ehettlous 

'%txxi.%  JigainftGod  the  great  SovereigrLK)fthe'T«orld. 

\RcbeUiDn  is  a  oaqic  fo  odlQUSy  that  theunjui};  ini- 

•'ptitatioa  of  it  has  b^ea  made  frequently  like  the 

r^Wbeafts-flcins^^wtth  which  (baie^rirakdv^perfe- 

icuftors  dtr^thfid  the  faints  of  the  moA 'higth,  that. 

thweby  they  might  Jet  -upon  -thenn  the  dogs  4x> 

,tair«them.     Men  have  b^entermea  rebels,  and 

.Jtad  this  note  of  infitmy  ptat  upon  theiia^  for  difil* 

rtbcymg.the  iinJa:^'£ai  and  imploiis  comnianda  •df 

.aiMn;  while  !difi)bed[em?e  to   the'xommand>s  ^f 

^/Ox>d  itas  gx»r  a  inor^  .mild  and  favourable  name ; 

CKtdiHie  dnty  -has  bflen  ealliui  bebeliion,  the  higheft 

.  a$s  erf  rebellion  againft  the  mofl  bi^  God ,   pol^ 

JisiSotr  of  heaven  an<l  earth ;  lilich  as  drunkenn^ 

i^raaeifigy  ^riecutiDn,  have   been  horribly  mM^ 

-calied'by 'the  -appccypriation  of  ibft  nfeniest;  the 

jidrunkardims  been  called  a  goodsfcll^w,  thel^vear- 

ler  a  gei>tlexnan^  <aqd  .the  perieeator  a  dbyaUft^  ^^t 

God- will  take  cans  vto  have  i^qie  4ibutes\rQ6i;ified, 

.ftnd  to  have  things'  caUed  by  their  right  names, 

'  and  then  fin,  and  only  fin  will  -beibund  to^be  re* 

Wltpn;  and  tthis  we  charge  upon  yovi.    And  that 

iiwe  have  aground  to  oflfert  every  fin  rebellion,  you 

:>xiiiyiban&e,  if  you,c6n(idertbat>  i^Sam.in.  14, 

.  J  5;  ffye  nuiil  fear  the  Lordf  anifervehmt^  ani-ohty 

"^Ms.nmtXj  nmd  notrekeiagmnfithe  co^nfiiattdntent 

-  \tf4ie.  Ijordf  ^tbssn  jhMxiMth  ye  and^fo  4h^4iing'thmt 

^  f^neti  \dver»jtmf  ^cOHtimtc  -fpila^iHg*  ^the  4J»d 
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Lori,  hut^f^el  ^again^  tine  Hrcfmmmtthkertt  ^ffhe 
brd,  then  Jbull  the  tamd  9/  tihc  Lord  he  tfgatHp 
puj^asit  w AS. ngmi^  ysur  fathers^  Th«9  ydu 
iee,  dejifgg  and  m*/  risMlimgy  difcfheying  imk!  r^M^ 
hgy  Tare  piamiy  the  &me<^«ig4h./5od%  acoouh't ; 
God ife ihemib ;  if  ye  ofcey  jand  nebd  hot>  4f 
yoa  (fifobey  -and  uebel;  TJfe*^  ifbcn  is'  one  brttndi 
of  ^e  chm-ge  n«e  tiow  mttn'aji^  agc^ii^  yodl  Iki 
Gcd's  niame  n\w  &gcu&  ybn  ^f  rebelVKMi,  "wtitth 
weaccttfe  yoa.^f  &i;  fcr^  a»fyou  bave  jaftiK^ 
heard,  reh&^<ift  tft ^  Vi'^^npt^Jtt  aceocmt/^XKl 
therefore  in  God's  atocomit,  ^onfe-andfhe  ft  >c,;and 
howiiailKMfs  this  crime  4s,  we  find  ^e  f^irlt "df 
^odtetliagtiftfe  ibat  1  Sftfn.'xv.  53.  R^Hiofiis 
HI  the  fin  cfnuifchcrAfi^  ■  Otct  ttiore, 

6.  We  diarge  murrdcfr*  ^oh  yoa.  5%ii  hifH 
chai^  wiiiyoufey,  if  4t 'be  "well  proven.  •  A 
•charge,,  w^idi  if  it  be^wSeigood  egalnft-'bs;  1^5 
defetve  by  t?he  law  ofiOddnwidman  to  die;  'Will}, 
as  diJBcult  as  »y<iii  n«iy  tMnk  itj  we  'ftiaH  Make  ft  * 
^oods^jrift  er^CoUl  0f yw, «nd  i*iat*aftfer'*fe 
maimer*  ¥oti^ave  fmn€fd,'^Rdreveiy  ftiher^% 
murder^;  and  that  the  isfbrftttfintirdiKrdi:^.  i^ck 
might  the^wlfe-man  fay,  Bcettf.  fee.  'i^.  ihtejfn^ 
■ner  iiefifroj&^h'mtfcJfgodd'^  ^OTy  {iJ)  he'mtirdert 
•his  mm  Covlhy  it.  Whftt-is  iSd  'crf  'aitakery  % 
inAted^ppUcabk  to  fevery -fin;  'Rnytr.  xvi;  -3*2.  Jfife 
iktdfith  it'dtftroyeth  his  ^ovmfbuiy'^YiA  lb  k^gml* 
^  ^f that  'W)rft  of  wickeao<3«  relf-murder.  He 
•fliyei  fewl  and^not  a  body  cfftly,  ^ivbo  commits 
•fin.  <iz.5  fie  is  in  'his'dHpbfitiow  a  ititiraefei-isF 
(^od,  n;^hd  'oemmife  iin-;  this  is  pfeim  if  yotr  con- 
•lider t^o  fenptnres,  1  John  ♦Si.  »5/  k  is  aflertefl 
^hat  hatrxid  is  -mtif der^  Whbfower  hatetfj,  Ws  hv- 
"^henis^^mm^de^'err  and'j^'kfi'chihih'at'm^fidttikr*' 

er 

Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


r66     yT^egniiif  Sinner  camiB'id  ..Papt  I. 

/r  A«/i  eternal  tife.  And  Rom.  Viii.  7..>it  is  ^lad, 
•  7i&^  carHal-minJKs  enmity  againft  Gad.  So  that 
;the  natural,  man  in.  the  flate  wbcreaii  he  is  bomjs 
.a  hater,  an*  enemy  of  God;  and  therefore  in 
God's  account  a  murdc^rcr  of  God;  for  indeed  he 
that  hates  one,  forbears  murdering  only  for  want 

'»eit}i^  of  opportMmty^  or  power,  or  fecrecy,  or 
^i<:^eiuch  lil^e  advantage. .  Now,  evety  fin  is  the 
jjrotjuft  of  that  natujcal  enmity,  the  fruit  which 
grows  on  the  carnal  rnind ; .  and  therefore  muft 
jiartake  of  the  nature  oiT  the  ropt,  muft  have  enmi- 
'^  Or  hatred  agatnft  Ged  in  it,  and  implies  a  judg- 
ing hi<n3[  unworthy,  of  d:  being*    That  principle  of 

'isniiii.ty  that  iqclU>e?,  and  prompts, man  to  fin,  to 
tr-^  jiponGpci's.ilaw,  would  excite  him  to  de- . 
ftroy  God,  were  it  ppffiblfe ;  every  .fin  aims  at  no 
Jc/!^:than  the  life. of  God.  We  fey  not  that  every, 
pr  any  finner  doth  ini&nd  the  deftru^ion  of  God, 
blit  that  it  is  the  aim  cff  every  fin*  A  man  in  eve- 
ry fin  aims  at  the  advab<:ement'  of  his  own  yiH  a- 
bovc  <hat  of  Gqd'ssar^d  coyld  the  finner  at- 
;.tain  his- end,  God  w«>utd  be  defiroyed$  for  God 
c^i^fti; .  forvive  hi^.  ^y^h  He  can  r A^  .foon  outlive 
his  being  as, his-glory^  #1^  he  that  aims  at  th&  pne, 

.  .aipis.f  t  th^  other  alio.;i  a;|d  this  is  thc^cafe  of  cve^ 
ry  Cnn^r*  T^pisn  I  fasrv^  made  it  good.  That,  eve- 
ly  fin  has  inurderiniti  and  confequently  &at  all 
who  have  finned/  as.  ye  all  have^done,  ha\^  com- 
mitted murder,  atid  that  of  the  wortt  fort,  fcif- 
murder^  ^ul-murder^. nay,  andGod-muirderi  and 
if'tl^.b^ood  of  thf  ,body  of  anothejc  .fiiall  be  re-  . 
qpired  at  the  band  that  fiieds  it,rWhat.fk>,yoQ  think 
wili.be  ^c  cafe  of  liich  as  have  0^^  the.  blood  of 
a  iibul  i  And  i^*  it  fbnd  hard  with  fuQht  ^vhat  wiH 
beco{9^  ^(^  ^^^  miwrderer  of  God?  S^re,  if  fimple 
paj|{4€/^^^^  avengedyj^ben  felf-murd^,.  foul-murder 

will 
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wiB  be  avenged  fevcn  time§  rrtore;  and  i?  fbul- 
murder  be  fb  evil,  and  bring  cdmplicated  deftru- 
ftion  upon  the  guilty,  what,  0  fihners,  think  yc 
will  be  the  cafe  of  thefe  who  (hall,  be  found  con* 
ipiratbrs  againft  the  life  of  God  ?  ^ 

Now,  can  ye  think  the  crime  alleged  againft  you 
finally  after  we  have  a  little  opened  4t  to  you  ?  fijre 
he  who"  will,  muft  be  totally  delHtute  of  all  fenfe 
of  God,  or  of  religion,  nay,  or  reafbn.  What  is 
grievous  and  heavy,  if  the  charge  of  atheifin,  idow 
latry,  bla{phemy,  robbery,  rebellion  and  murder 
be  not  fb  ?  And  we  have  made  it  appear  that  onr 
plea,  or  rather  God**  plea  againft  you,  ainoants  to 
no  lefs.  But  this  is  far  from  being  all  that  web^ve 
to  lay  in  the^juftification  of  God,  and  for  your 
condemnadon :  thefe  fins  have, 

Thirdly y  Aggravations  as  dreadfid  and  gcfilt* 
enhancing  ,as  they  themfclves  are  great  and  mon- 
ftrous.  You  have  finned,,  and  confequently  are 
guilty  of  ^athdfin,  idolatry,  bla(pheray,  robbery, 
rebellion  and  murder:  but  not  fimply  pf  thefe  a^ 
bominations,  as  in  themfelves ;  but  as  they  are  at- 
tended with  a  great  many  fearful  and  klDing  ag* 
gravrations,  which  add  extremely  to  the  feore  of 
4e  provocations,  being  as  it  were  fb  many  cy- 
phers put  behind  the  -  figures,  which  though  in 
tiiemfelves  they  be  nothing,  yet  put  behind  they 
fwfeU  the  number  to  a  prodigious  greatnefs.   , 

I.  All  thefe  evils  you  hatre  done,  notwithfhnd^ 
ing  a  great  many  notable  helps  yoa  received  a- 
gainft*fin.  Not  to  fpeak  of  what  you  had  in  A* 
dam,  perfea  ftrength,  perfi?ft  wyi,  and  perfeft 
bappinefs;  you  have  not  only  finned  in  him*a* . 
gainft  all  thefe,  but  yoti  who  are  here  prcfent, 
have  finned  againft  many  notable  means  af^rd- 
ed  you  of  God  for  your  prdf^rvation-  from  fin. 
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Ci .)  Toil  fa«v«  fimfd  m  the  face  of  ail  tbe  dreadfo} 
tbreatenings  of  God's  vengt^anceags^ijaft  it.    You 
bave  finned  under  .thievery  tbunderings  of  mount 
^iassi^.  And  wfaeo  the  flames,  of  hell  have  out  of 
the  threatenings  of  God  been  flaring  yon  in  tha 
6ce,  even  then  yott  have  dared  lo  provoke  the 
Biofl  high,  flighting  all  thefefornsudaUe  evidences 
of  his  ^ger.  (2.)  You  have  finned  ajg^fl:  dread-^ 
fill  examples  or  ii^ftances  of  the  judgment  of  Goni 
i^jtinft  ofiendcrs.    Yon  have  as  it  ^vere  feen  yow 
eompanion»  turned  into  hell,  and  yet  you  havQ 
porfifted  in  the  crimes  for  which  they  \vere  lervecl 
fo.    Say  now,  who  of  you  in  fome  one  remark'* 
sibie'inAance  or  other,  has  not  feen  the  judgments 
of  God  .flgainft  fin  and  finners  i  $\ire^  4)ur  land  han 
of  late  aSbrded  remarkable  inftances  not  a  &w« 
Have  you  not  feen  (oxxiQ  out  of  a  fever  of  luft  &1J 
Itjto  ficknefi,  and  out  of  th»  drop  into  the-  bot- 
looalcft  abyfs  of  thje  fcorcUng  wrath  of  God?  aint 
notwithilanding  ail  thia  you  have  finned  on^  an4 
have  not  guarded  againft  fin*    (3»)  You  hav^  fin- 
ned comr^  to  great  and  precious  go(pel  pro^ 
mtes;  thefe  great  and  precious  promises,  that  are 
breafts  full  of  light,  foil  of  lift^  con(blation  mA 
firength ;  fiiU  of  (piritual  fiipplies  for  ftrengtheii^ 
ing  poor  men  againft  the  aflaults  of  fin.    (4*) 
YtHi  have  firfoed  againft  the  glorious  gorp(;l  ordi* 
nancea^ail  of  which,  are  designed  for  the  deftry^- 
on^nd  r«in  of  fin,aadare  the  pipes  through  which 
the  iupplies  cxintained  in  the  promiCes  are  convey-* 
^  to  the  Lord's  people.    (5.)   You  have  finned 
againft  all  4ihe  ftrivings  of  the  fpirit  of  God  with 
you,  in  ordinances  and  providences;  ajid  confe- 
qucntly  have  refiftcd  the  holy  Ghoft  in  your  fins. 
(6.>:  You  have  finned  againft  that  Ibvereign  ordi- 
Mnce  of  Godi  the  ao^type  of  thie  bxM^a  ierpent 
.;  .  Jefus 
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Jefcd  Gfafifty  who  is  lifted  up  for  thftt  very  md^. 
that  h^  itifty  iavs  hi»  people  from  their  ism^  and* 
bids. all  the  ends  of  the  earth  look  unto  him  for 
that  end,  .li^.  xiv.  2  a.  Look  unto  mcy  and  be  yefav 
ed  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  .  The  God  who  fe^s^ 
been  boldBng  him  forth  toyou^  who  biks  proyi4«d 
yeuinall  tfaeie  great  and  notable  advantage,,  id 
the  God  ydu  have  finned  againfl^  wbotn  yoahav« 
x^sbelled  agsmifl)  and  treated  unworthily  in  thef^ 
hortid  violation^  of  his  law,  which  We  havd  enu- 
merate  to  yoa  above :  but  this  is  not  the  only.  ag<- 
gravation  of  your  fins^  that  yoa  had  helps  ag^infl 
fin.    Buty   .  : 

2.  You  have  finned  agdinft  the  God  of  yottr 
mercies^  the  God  who  has  loaded  you  with  b^  fa- 
vours. O  fad  requital  you  have  given  to  God, 
for  all  the  kindneffeshc  has  donS  to  you^  fince  the 
xnorning  of  your  day*  May  he  not  Juftl/^  nay, 
ibay  we  not  in  his  name,  lay  that  to  your  chiarge, 
which  we  find  him  with  wonderful  folemnity 
chargit^  upon  his  Own  people  ?  Ifa,  i.  2.  Hear^ 
O  heaVeriy  and  give  ear.^  0  earth  i  for  the  Lord 
hathjpokeny  I  have  mufifhed  and  brought,  up  chil* 
dren^  and  they  have  rebelled  agatnjt  tne.  .  Hayc 
not  yovi  been  nouri^ed  and  brought  up  under  the 
Care  and  by.  the  providence  of  God  ?  and  has  he 
not  itset  with  the  fame  entertainment  at  your 
hand  I  Now  this  is  a  dreadful  a^ravauon.ofyoul* 
guilt:  For, 

(!►)  Jt  is  not  one  mercy  or  two,  but  innumer- 
able mercies,  innumerable  kindnefTes.  Reckon, 
O  finnei>,  what  the  mercies  of  God  are,  if  ye  can* 
Nay,  if  ye  can  count  the  Jicrs  in  the  heaven y  or  the 
fand  of  the  fea-Jhorey '  you  may.  David  lays  in 
that  Ixxi  Pfal,  That  he  knows  mt  the  number.of 
G^s/altmson4  and  who  ittay  txot  fay  with,  hin^ 
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ui  tWs?  God  cvary  day  prelerves  ymi  ircmi  many. 
tfeoufandG  of.  inconvemencies  that  would  deffafoy 
you,  and  ♦befto^ys  upon  you  many  thousands  of 
mercies.  He  loads  you  with  his  benefits,,  and  ye 
load  your  (elves  with  your  fins  againft  him.  Ye 
turn  the  point  of  them  all  as  it  were  againft  God, 
ind  make  thefe  very  mercies  he  gives,  you  wea- 
pons of  unrighteoufneft  to  fight,againft  him-  As 
his  favours,  (b  your  fins  are  wor^  than  the  hairs  rf 
your  head.  Look  round  you>  Whatever  you  fte^ 
whatever  you  enjoy,  clothes,  food,,  or  whatever 
contributes  to  the  comfort  or  life,  that  you  have 
from  him ;  and  this  is  the  God,  O  finners,  again!): 
whom  you  have  finned,  who  treats  you  thus,  in 
vjhomye  live,  movej  and  have  your' beings  as  the 
apoftle  obferves,  Afts  xvii.  28. 

(2.)  As  the  melcies  are  oiany  againft  which  ye 
have  Cnned,  fo  they  are  great.  If  any  can  be 
called  fe,  thefe  which  you  have  at  the  hand  of 
God  may.  What  is  great,  if  all  that  is.needful 
for  life  and  godlinefs  be  not  ?  And  no  kfs  does 
the  provifion  that  God  has  Inade  amount  unto, 
and  no  left  has  the  Lord  God  given  unto  you. 
Has  not  his  divine  povier  given  to  yoii  all  things 
that  pertain  to  fi/k  and godlinefs  P  2  Pet.  L  3.  Hiave 
not  ye  a  gofpel  difpen&tion,  food  and  raiment  I 
And  what  more  is  needful  >  And  yet  again(l  thefe 
great  mercies  you  have  iinned.  Av  hen  God  has 
fed  you  to  the  full,  Jefliunin-like  you  liave  waxed 
fat,  and  kicked  againft  the  God  that  has  fed  you 
all  your  life  long,  Deut.  xxxii.  15. 

(3.)  Ye  have  finned  notwithftanding  of  a  long 
trah  of  thefe  many  and  great  undeferved  kind- 
neliJs ;  apd  this  extremely  enhances  your  guilt. 
"What,  would  he  not  be  looked  on  as  a  very  mon- 
fier  in  nature,  who  would  kill  tl}fi  man  that  was 

put- 
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putting  his  meat  in  his  moinh  ?  Who  wonld 
watch  opportunities  againfl:  one  who  had  done  him 
wonderfiil  kindnefles?  and  this  is  exaftly  your 
cafe ;  you  have  finned,  and  that  againfl:  the  God 
of  your  mercies.     And  therefore,  • 

(4.)  Your  fins  are  all  afts  of  monftrous  ingra- 
titude, than  which  nothing  tvorie  caji  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  any  man.  It  is  a  fin  that  makes  a 
man  worfe  than  the  beafl:  of  the  field.  The  ox 
knrdjeih  his  oiynery  "^and  the  afs  his  mafhr's  crib\ 
Ifa.  i.  3.  The  dulleft  of  btafis  know  who  do  them 
kindnefles,  and  fawn,  as  it  were,  upon  thefe 
that  feed  them  ordinarily  \  but  ye,  O  finners, 
have  kicked  and  lifted  up  the  heel  againfl  the  God 
that  has  fed  you  all  your  life  long,  and  fb  are 
guilty  of  the  mofl:  horrid  ingratitude.  And  do 
you  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and 
unwife  ?  But  this  is  not  all  that  may  be  laid  for 
aggravating  your  wickednefs  in  finning  againfl 
God  J    for  in  the  ^ 

3^  PlacCy  You  have  done  all  this  wickednefj 
without  any  provocation.  When  fubje^ls  rebel 
againfl  their  fbvereign,  they  have  ufually  fbme 
fiiadow  of  excufe  for  the  taking  up  arms  againfl 
him ;  but  ye  have  none.  What  have  you  to  al- 
lege in  your  own  defence,  O  criminals  ?  What 
iniquit}',  wlfet  fault  have  ye  found  in  God,  that 
yc  have  gone  away  backward,  and  forfakcn  his 
way?  Produce  your  caufcy  faith  the  Lord ;  bring 
forth  your  fir ong  reafons ^  faith  the  king  of  Jacob ^ 
Ifa.  Ixi.  21.  What  have  ye  to  offer  in  your  own 
jiiftlficatioil  ?  Sure  I  am,  the  ordinary  pretences 
^vhich  are  upon  fuch  occafions  made  uie  of,  to  ju-  - 
lllfy  a  (ub(lra£lion  of  obedience  from  the  kings  of 
the  earthy  will  do  you  no fervice.  (i.)  You  fcan-  « 
not,  you  jdare  not  quarrel  God's  claim  to  the  fo- 
JE  .  vc. 
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vcreignty  of  the  world.  What- will,  what  can 
make  it  his  due,  if  creation,  preftrvation,  benefits, 
and  the  (upereminent  excellencies  of  his  nature, 
qualifying  him  as  it  were  for  fo  great  a  poft,  do  - 
not  give  a  juft  claim?  And  God  has  a  right  to  the 
government  of  the  world  upon  all  theft  accounts. 
He  made  us,  and  not  we  ourfel ves ;  he  is  the  migh- 
ty preferver  of  men ;  he  loads  us  daily  with  his 
benefits;  and  there  is  none  like  him  to  be  his 
competitor.  (2.)  You  cannot  allege  unjuft  laws. 
You  cannot  fiiy  tkat  he  |;ias  overftretched  his  pre- 
rogative, and  withholden  any  part  of  that  which 
was  your  unqueftionable  due.  No,  who  dare  im- 
plead the  moft  High  of  injuftice  ?  Shall  not  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  Are  not  all  his 
laws  moft  juft  always,  and  his  judgments  raoft 
righteous  \  Is  he  not  a  God  of  truth  and  without 
iniquity  ?  Sure  he  is.  We  boldly  bid  you  a  defi- 
ance to  difcover  any  thing  unjuft  in  that  body  of 
laws  which  God  has  given  to  the  fons  of  men. 
Nor,  (3.)  can  ye  allege  the  rigour  of  his  laws, 
that  he  is  an  auftere  one,  and  has^gone  to  the  tat- 
moft  he  might  with  you,  exafted  all  that  he  pbr- 
fibly  could.  No,  he  has  confulted  your  good  in 
the  frame  of  his  laws,  and  has  contrived  them  (b, 
that  every  one  who  underftands  what  he  fays,  ^ 
muft  own,  that  had  mankind  been  ai  the  making 
them,  -^they  could  not  by  all  their  joint  wit  have 
gone  near  to  make  them  fo  cxafbly  anfivdr  the  de-  - 
ngn  of  thte  high  God,  his  glory  in  the  good  of  the 
creature,  as  he  has  done.  Nay  further,  your  fms, 
in  the 

^th  Place.    Have   this  aggravation,  that  they 

arc  committed  without  any  prdfpeft  of  advantage 

to  countervail  the  damage  you  fuftain.    Could  ye 

pretend,  that  ye  cim  by  your  xlifbbedience  gain 

^  fomc 
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fome  great  thi|^ ;  \(  it  iJid  not  excufe  you,  it 
would  yet  make  you  to  be  pitied,  as  being  over- 
born by  a  veiy  great  temptation :  but  this  cannot, 
dare  not  be  alleged;  no,  you  ifpend  your  money 
for  that  which  is  liot  bread,  and  your  labour  for 
that  \#ich  doth  not  profit.  You  can  niake  no 
hand  of  it.  You  offend  the  God  of  your  mercies, 
without  any  provocation,  and  that  for  ^  very  trifle. 
He  has  not  flood  with  you  upon  the  grcateft,  and 
ye  fcrviple  the  Icaft  points  with  him ;  yea,  for  a 
very  (hadow  of  pleafure  ye  fland  not  to'  offend 
him.    Ntiy, 

Sthly^  You  fin,  notwiihftanding  the  interpofi- 
tion  rf  the  mofl  folemn  vows  to  the  contrary ;  and  \ 
therefore,  we  might  have  made  this  one  of  the  in- 
gredients of  fin,  pferjury.  All  of  you  who  are  now 
before  the  Lord^  ftand  fblemnly  engaged  to  fear, 
and  obey  and  ferve  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  your 
lives.  "When  you  were  offered  to  God  in  baptifin^ 
then  you  came  under  the  vows  of  God ;  and  when 
your  have  given  your  prefence  in  the  public  aflem- 
bliesof  God^s  people,finceyecame  to  age,  ye  have 
folemnly  owned  and  ratified  thofeypws;  and  yet 
notwithftanding  all  thefc,'you  have  finned  againft 
God,  even  your  covenanted  God,  and  therefore, 
there  is  perjury  in  all  your  fins.  You  have  de- 
ipifed  the  path  in  breaking  the  covenant  of  your 
God.     Once  more,  in  the 

6th  Place^  ^Vhen  you  have  finned  and  conti- 
nue to  fin  againft  God,  yet  ye  continue  to  profefs 
fealty  and  fubjeftion  to  him,  and  thereby  add  fear- 
ful hypocrify  and  mockery  to  your  wickednels.: 
like  that  profane  people  with  whom  the  pr6phet ' 
Malacby  had  to  do,  who  dealt  traiteroufly  with 
God,  wearied  him  with  their  wickednefs,  rgbbed 
him  of  his  due,  and  yet  afferted  their  own  inno- 
»  E  2  '        '    cency 
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ccncy  in  all  j  an4  this  thii)ughout  .the  wholo.  of 
that  book  is  charged  upon  them,  as  an  asgi-avati- 
oti  of  their  guilt.  Their  profeffion  they  ftill  kept 
upland  challenged  God  to  fhew  wherein. they  had 
failed  of  their  duty,  ^ow,  -this  is  much  your 
cafe,  your  very  appearance  here  carries  ill  it  fuch 
a  challenge.  Would  ye  come  hene  without  icru- 
pie,  .and  fo  boldly  rulh  into  God's  prefence  whom 
ye  have  offended,  were  ye  not  at  this  with  it,  that 
ye  judge  God.  either  knows  not,  or  will  not  be  of- 
fended with  what  ye  haye  done  ?  ' 

Now  you  have  heard  your  charge  opened,  it  is 
not  as  we  have  faid  before,  fome  petty  mifdemea- 
nour  that  is  libelled  againft  you,  but  cri«ies  as 
black  as  hell,  atheiim,  idoJatry,  blafphemy,  rob- 
bery, rebellion  and  murder,  and  that  againft  the 
God  of  your  mercies,  over  the  belly  of  a  great  ma^^ 
ny  notable  preventing  means  of  grace,  in  ipite  of 
^  the  raoft  folemn  vows  to  the  contrar}%  withouc  any 
fhadow  of  provocation,  any  profpedl  of  real  ad- 
vantage, and  all  this  notwithftanding  a  great  ma- 
ny profeflions  to  the  contrary. 

Here  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  your  indifl- 
ment,  enough  to  make  heaven  and  fearth  aftonilh- 
ed,  that  God  does  not  in  fury  fall  upon  us  and 
make  an  utter  ciid  of  us.  If  every  one  law  his 
own  concernment  in  this  matter,  how  would  we 
be  aiFefted  ?  it  would  make  a  ftrong  work  m  this 
houfe. 

This,  O  linners,  is  your  charge :  "y^^hat  have 
you  to  anfvver  to  it?  Plead  ye  guilty  or  not? 
Sure  1  am>  every  (bul  in  this  houfe  may  lay  with 
Job  in  thatix  chapter  of  his  booK,  and  2o  ver.  If 
^j^J^^fy  ^yfi}fy  ^^^^^  ^"^^  mouth  Jhall  condemn  me: 
if  I  fay  I  am  perfect  j  it  fl)Cill  ^Ifo  pAive  me  per^ 
verfe.  If  you  plead  guilty,  and  take  with  the 
•       '  charge  ^ 
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chage,  what  meails  this  fecurity  we  fec^  among 
you  ?  Is  it  not  a  dreadful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  living  God  ?  Is  it  an  eafy  thing  to 
iufFer  the  punifhment  due  to  fuch  crimes  ?  Sure 
none  c;^n  lay  it  is.       .    ' 

But  it  may  be  (bme  of  you  may  be  ready  to 
lay,  indeed  we  cannot  deny  ourfclves  to  befmners. 
.God  help  us,  for  we  ha^fe  all  finned;  T^ut  indeed/ 
we  never  thought,  nor  can  we  yet  think  that  every 
fin  has  in  it  all  thefe  monflrous  evils  you  have; 
mentioned.  God  forbid  we  were  all  of  us  atheifls, 
idolaters,  blaQ>hemers,  robbers,  murderers,  and 
perjured  rebels,as  you  have  made  us.  No,  we  have 
indeeH  finned,  but  our  confcienoes  did  never  accufe 
us  of  any  fuchmonfti'ous  impieties  as  thefe  are.  To 
thefe  who,fhalldareto  fay  or  think  fb,  weanfwcr, 
I.  We  do  indeed  believe  that  many  of  your  con* 
fciences  did  never  accufe  you  of  any  fuch  crimes. 
Many  of  you  keep  the  «yes  of  confcience  fiift  fhut 
in  ignorance.  YoU  fear  to  bring  your  deeds  to  the 
light  of  a  well  informed  confcience,  left  they 
fhould  be  reproved.  Others  of  you  have  finned 
your  confciences  afleep,  or  rather  you  have  abufed 
them,  fothat  they  arc  either  ,faint,  that<  they  can- 
not fpeak  loud,  or  ftupifxed  that  they  cannot  fpeak 
at  all.  But  all  this  will  not  prove  your  innocence 
as  to  the  crimes  alleged.  AVherefore,  2.  Who 
has  the  jufter  eflimate.  of  fin,  God  or  you  ?  Who 
knows  bcft  what  malignity,  what  evil  there  is  in 
its  iiature  ?  Surely  God  knows  beft  what  the  ho- 
nour of  his  own  laws  and  authority  is,  and  how 
f^r  it  is  trampled  upon  by  every  fin.  We  are  but 
of  yeflerday,  and  kiiow  nothing.  3.  Whofe 
,word,  think  ye,  will  fland,  God's  or  yours?  God 
has  by  his  word  reprefen^tcd  no  lefs  to  be  in  it  than 
we  have  laid  to  be  in  it,  and  therefore  there  is  no  ' 
^    E  3  Icfs 
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Icis  in  It,  God  will  reckoalb,  and  dealwith  you 
not  according  to  the  judgment  ye  make  of  fin,  but 
that  which  he  makes.  V^c  have  made  it  appear 
fmm  the  word  of  God,  that  Hn  is  fijch  as  we  have 
rcprefented  it ;  and  if  ye  think  more  mildly  of  it,^ 
be  doing,  and  behold  th?  ifltje. 

Having  thus  opened  to  you  your  indi£tment^  I 
fhall  now  proceed, 

II.  Tp  lead  witnefTes^  againfl:  you  to  prove  the 
charge^  according  to  the  methocf  we  laid  dpwn  for 
the  management  of  this  bufinefs  in  our  entry  up- 
on the  improvement. 

But  before  we  begin  this  work,  we  (tall  briefly  * 
obviate  a  difficulty  that  may  be  ftarted  agalnft  the 
whole  of  what  we  are  to  fay  under  this  head.  To 
what  purpofe  is  it  (may  fbme^fay)  to  lead  witnef^ 
lis  to  prove  a  charge,^  which  is  confeJft  ?  Who 
denies  this,  that  they  are  finuefs  ?  every  one  will 
readily  own  fb  much ;  and  therefore,  any  thing  , 
that  is  (aid  to  prove  fuch  a  thing,  feems  perfeftly 
loft.  To  this  ftxortly  we  Cay,  ( i .)  Though  eve- 
ry body  acknowleges  that  they  are  guilty ;  yet 
few,  veryiew,  believe  to  be  true  what  they  them-  - 
felves  are  re^dy  to  lay  in  this  matter,  -v  We  all 
awn  ourfefves  guilty  of  fin ;  but  were  it  believed^ 
would  not  every  eye  be  full  of  tears  ?  every  heart 
full  of  fears?  Would'  not  our  knees- Bel(hazzar-like 
beat  one  againft  another,  everjjr  fiice  gather  pale- 
nefs,  and  every  moutK  be  full  of  that  enquiry, 
Mc!j  and  brethren^  what  Jh all  we,  do  to  he  favedf 
Sure  they  vvOvild;  and  that  it  is  not  fb,  is  a  clear 
and  unqjeili(.)ncible  proof  that  we  do  not  really  be- 
lie vt-  whai:  v/e  fiy.  (2.)  A\*ere  our  only  defign 
to  juriify  God  in  any  meafures  he  has  taken^  or 
may  take  to  punHh  us,  then  indeed  fuch  an  ac- 
^aowdegeineur  were  fuffici^nt  tb  found  a'fentence 

cf 
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of  condemnation  on,  and  to  free  God  from  any 
imputation  of  ihjuftice  in  pvmiftiing  them  who  ac- 
knowlege  the  crime :  but  our  defignis  of  another 
Ibrt ;  we  are  to  ftudy  to  bring  you  to  fuch  a  ftnfe 
of  your  fin,  as  may  put  you  to  enquire  for  a  re- 
lief. •  And  therefore,  (3.)  We  are  to  ufeall  me- 
thods which  may  in  any  meafiire  contribute  to  the 
furtherance  of  this  defign;  we  are  to  effay  all  ways 
to  awaken  you  out  of  that  {pciirity  wherein  you 
are  like  to  fleep  on,  till  you  be  entirely  ruined,  tijl 
there  be  no  remedy  or  relief  for  you. 
'  This  prejudice  being  taken  out  of  the  way,  we 
fiiaJl  now  proceed  to  lead  the  witnefles  againft 
you.  We  have  laid  the  bkckeft  of  crimen  to  your 
charge,  and  we  have  the  ftrongcft  evidence  that 
*  you  are  guilty :  for  we  can  prove  guilt  upon  you 
by  witnefTes,  which  may  be  compared  with  any, 
either  as  to  capacity  or  integijty ;  witrieffes  who 
are  faithful  in  this  matter,  and  will  pot  lie,  ac- 
cording to  the  charafter  given  by  the  wife^  man, 
Prov.  xiv.  5.  A  faithful  ivitnefs  will  not  lie. 
"Witnefles  they  are  who  cannot  be  fu(pefted  of 
partial  counfcl,  who  never  would  have  adviiedydu 
to  fin,  and  who  take  no  pleafiire  in  accufing  you; 
and  therefore  cannot  be  fijfpefted  of  malice,  or 
of  any  ill  or  invidious  defign  againft  you,  as  were 
eafy  to  make,  appear  of  every  one  of  them  whoni 
we  ftiall  name.  •  ,  . 

Take  heed  therefor^,  we  befeech  you,  to  their 
teftiraony.  The  "gravity  and  confequence  of  the 
matter,  the  quality  of  the  witnefles  being  the 
greateft  in  heaven  or  earth,  and  your  own  con- 
cernment ih  the  whole,  do  join  in  pleading  for 
your  attention.'  O  criminals,  as  your  crimes  are 
great,  lb  is  the  evidence  we  bring'  againft  you 
great:     For, 

E  4  ,  ^-.Th® 
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I .  The  Lord  is  witnefs  againfl  ydu.  As  he 
laid  of  old  to*  his  people  in  that  xxix  of  Jer,  and 
23.  fb  he  (ays  to  you,  young  and  old  of  you,  who 
are  here  prefent,  you  have  finned ;  Even  I  kniyiu- 
and  am  a  ivitnefs,  faith  the  Lord.  God,  who  can- 
not lie,  accufes  you  as  guilty  of  fin  :  Jnd  ifive 
fay  that  we  have  not  finned,  we  make  him  a  liar, 
and  his  word  is  not  in  uSy  I.John  i.  ib.  Here  is 
a  Witnefs  againfl  you,  O  finners,  to  whofe  charge, 
J  am  fiire,  you  have  nothing  to  lay.  Malice  he 
purges  himfelf  of,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  .11.  Jls  I  live ^ 
faith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleafur-e  in' the  death  of 
the  wicked,  l^ut  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way 
and  live.  Could  it  be  any  pleafiire  to*him  to  ruin 
the  work  of  his  own  hands  ?  No  fiare,. 

2.  Jejfus  Chrift,  the  eternal  Ion  of  God,  theA- 
men  and  faithfiil  witnefs, ^ves  an evidenceagainft 
you.  He  came  to  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth,  and  this 
was  one  of  the  great  truths  to  which  he  bare  wit- 
\\e[s,  That  all  have  finned,  and  therefore  are  un- 
der a  fentence  of  condemnation,  which  can  no  o* 
therwife  be  repealed,  but  by  believing^on  the  ham^ 
©fthe  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  John  iii.  i8. 
J^e  that  believeth  on  him  is  ndt  condemned :  but  he 
that  believeth  not^  is  condemned  already,  hecaufe 
ks  hath  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten 
$qn  of  God.  Chrifl's  very  name  bears  witnefs  to 
this  truth,  ffe .  is  called  Jefus,  becaufe  he  Jhall 
fave  his  people  from  their  fins,  Matth.  i.  21;  And 
hov^  could  he  fave  them  from  their  fins,  had  they 
none  \ 

3.  Guilty  you  are,  for  the  Spirit  of  truth,  John, 
xiv.  17.  calls  yovi  fb,  .  It  is  one  of  the  offices  of 
this  glorious  >perfbn  of  the  ever  blelTed  Trinity,  to 
convince  thewodd  of  fin,  John  xvi.  8,  And  taken 
he  is  come,  he  wilt  convince  the  world  of  fin.    If 

this 
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this  glorious  witnefs  would  now  fpeak,  as  fbmc- 
times'he  has  done,*  we  fhould  tl^en,  need  no  more 
vritnefles.     He  would   finifti  the  evidence,  and 
make  it   anfwer  our  defign.     Thus  we  fee  that 
there  are  three  in  heaven  that  bear  record,  and  fet 
to  their  feal  to  this  great  truth,  the  Father,  Son  and 
Spirit.  Now,  fure  we  cannot  refufe  what  they  bear 
teftimony  to.     Any  crime  however  great,  is  fuf- 
ficiently  proven  by  the  concurring  teftimonics  of 
two  men ;  and  if  we  receive  the  witnefi  of  men  y 
the  ivitnefs  of  God'  is  greatjer^    I  John  v.  9.  But 
moreover,  in  the 

^.thPlace^  God's 'deputy  in  your  bofbms  is  a 
witnefs  of  this  great  but  fad  truth  that  ye  have  all 
finned.     Ye  ar6  witnelTes  againft  yourfelves,  and 
have  actually  given  teftimony  againft  yourfelves 
in  this  matter,  and  that,   (i.)  In  your  baptifm. 
When  you  were  baptized  you^did  then  own  your- 
felves guilty;  for  as  the  whole  need  not  the  fhyfi- 
cian  kt^t  the  ficky  fb  the  clean  need  not  v^aftiing, 
but  the  defiled  ;  and  he  who  waflies  owns  himfelf 
defiled.  \  (2.)  if  our  attendance  on  gofpel  ordinan- 
ces is  a  teftimony  to  this  truth.  That  you  have 
finned  J  for  they  all  level  at  the  (alvation  of  fin- 
ners.     (3,)  The  very  name  whereby  you  are  call- 
ed, is  a  teftimony  given  to  this  truth'.     Chriftians 
you  are  called,  and  if  any  body  ftiould  deny  yon 
to  be  fo,  you  would  take  it  very  highly,  and  look 
upon  it  as  a  notable  indignity  done  you.     Well, 
if  ye  be  4:hriftians,   that  is,  the  people  of  Chrift, 
then  ypu  are  finners ;  for   fie  came  to  faye  his 
people  from  their  fins,    flatth.  i.  21.     (4.)  Is 
there  any  among  you  that  ever  prayed  for  pardon 
of  fin?  Sure,  thefe  who  have  not  done  fo,  deferve 
not  the  name  of  chriftians ;  and  thefe  who  have 
done  fb,  whetlier  young  or   old^  rich  or  pb^r, 

*  have 
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Jbave  born  witnefe  againft  th^mfelves  in  this  mat- 
ter. And  there  is  one  day,  when  your  confci- 
ences  that  may  now  either  be  filent,  or  obliged  to 
(peak  Co  flow  that  it. can  (carce  well  be  heard,  ftiall 
'  not  only  fpeak  to  make  you  hear  it,  but  force  you 
'  to  fpe^  this  iad  truth,  fb  that  others  may  hear  it 
4iftinftly.     But  further,  ^     , 

5.  The  Icriptures  bear  witneft  againft  you,  that 
you  have  finned.  This  is  every  where  their  voice. 
The  book  of  God  is  (ull  of  this  certain  and  ftd 

-  truth.  Look  but  forward  to  the  10  verfeof  this 
chapter,  and  there  you  fhall  fee  a  cloud  of  tefti- 
inQnies  to  this  purpple.  Js  it  is  written,  there  is 
nont  righteous  J  no  not  one,  fhere  is  none  that  yn- 
derft^ndethy  there  is  none  thatfeeketh  after  God. 
They  all  are  gone  out  of  the  wayy  they  are  together 
become  unprofital^le,  there  is  none  that  doth  goody 
no  not  one*  ^Araong  all  the  race  of  Adam>  the 
fcriptures  of  truth  make  not  one  exception,  and 
therefore,iye  are  all  guilty ;  for  thejcripture  can- 
not be  brokeny  John  x,  35. 

6.  The  mitiifters  of  the  golpel  bear  witnefs  a^ 
gainft  you,  that  you  have  finned.  This  is  our 
work,  to  be  witnelfes  to  the  truths  of  God,  of 
which  this  is  one.  That  all  have  fiifned:  .and  to 
this  truth  wt  give  teftimony,  (i.)  In  that  the 
very  defign  of  our  office  proclaims  this  truth,  and 
afTerts  the  undoubted  certainty  of  it.  What 
the  defign  of  our  office  is,  the  apoI)Ie  in  thtt  i 
Tim.  iv.  16.  ftiortly  tells, us,  it  is  tofave  ourjelves 
(indthem  ivho  bear  us',   We,  and  ye  who  hear  us, 

'  are  fmners,  becaufe  w(|need  to  be  laved.  An  of- 
fice (et  up  for  the  faving  of  fouls,  is  a  fiahdifig 
teftimony  and  witnefs  to  this  truth.  That  all  have 
(inned:  and  when  a  miaifter  comes  to  any  con* 
gregation,  then  UisQne  part  of  his  buIineJ&to 
,.       ^  bear 
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bearwitnejs  fbrGod^  that  all  of  them  have  finned. 
(2  )  W€  give  a  teftimo/iy  to  this  truth.  That  ye 
have  GnnQ4y  in  as  far  as  we  do  proclaim  to  you  in 
God*s  name,  and  by  the  warrant  of  his  word, 
That  ye  have  finned,  and  thereby  come  fbort  of 
the  glory  of  God.  (3.)  We  give  a  teftiraony  to 
this  great  truth,  when  we  preaqh  Chrift  to  youi 
for  the  whole  go(pel  revelation  goes  upon  this  (up- 
pofition.  That  all  have- finned.  When  we  oflfer 
you  a  Saviour  we  aflert  that  you  ve  loft  ;  When 
we  prefi  you  to  employ  a  phyfician,  we  aflert  that 
you  are  fick ;  when,  in  Chrift's  ftead,  we  Intreat 
and  befeech  you  to  Ijp  reconciled  to  God,  we  de- 
clare you  are  enemies ;  in  fine,  when  we  proclaim 
to  you  remiiGon  of  fms,  we  clearly  give  teftlmo- 
ny  againft  you,  that  ye  are  finners,  who  ijand  in 
need  of  pardon.  (4.)  The  iflue  of  our  work  will 
prove  you  all  finners.  Oiie  of  two  will  infallibly 
be  the  iflue  of  our  work  among  you ;  either  we 
will  obtain  your  confent  to  the  biefled  golpel  con* 
nivanoe  for  the  ialvation  of  finners,  or  we  (hall 
Ijave  a  refufal  given  us :  and  what(beyer  way  it 
go,  we  (hall  in  theLifilie  give^n  a  teftiiiiony  to  this 
truth:,  if  we  obtain  a  f^ivourable  anfwer,  then  we 
muft  bear  teftiraony  that  you  did  receive  Chrift' 
our  Lord  upon  his  own  terms,  and  therefore  were 
firmers ;  if  you  reject  the  counfel  of  God  againft 
y^urlelves,  then  we  muft  bear  witnefs  th;u  you 
are  guilty  of  the  greateft  fin  which  any  of  the 
fons  of  Adam  can  be  guilty  of,  unbelief,  which 
makes  God  a  liar,  as  the  apoftle  John  has  it,  i 
John  V,  10.  He  that  hclieveth  not  (red  hath  made 
him  a  liary  becaufc  he  halieveth  not  the  record  that 
Gad  gave  of  hi^  Son;  and  this  is  the  record  that 
God  bath  given  to  us  eternal  life^  and  this  life  is 
in  his  Sva     Moreover,  in  the 
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:     ytb   Place^    The   whole  creatipn  allerts   this 
truth,  That  all  have  finned  and  come  fliort  of  the 
glory  of  God;  and  confequently  that  part  of  it 
which  yc  lile,   aflerts  no  left  of  you  in  particular. 
The  apofUe,    Rom.  viii.  22.    tells  us.  That  the 
whole  creation  groneth^  and  travaileth  in  pain  to- 
gether  until  noiv.     Thefe  creatnre$  you  daily  ufe, 
they  gronp.  If  your  ears  were  not  deafened 'by  fin, 
you  might  hear  the  grones  of  flie  ground  you 
jtread  upon,of  tke  foodyc  cat,  and  of  the  raimet^t 
ye  put  on.     Well,  what  is  the*mat?ter?  wharoc- 
caCons  thefe  grones  ?    The  apoftle  tells  us  in  the 
^lO  and  21  ver.  of  that  cha|^r,  it  is  madefabjeft 
to  vanity,   ahd  to  the  bondage  of  corruption,  /or 
the  creature  was  madefubje^  to  vanity y  not  wri' 
lingfy,  hut  by  reafon  of  him  who  hath  fubje^ed  the 
fame  in  hope  :  hecaufe  the  creature  itfelf  alfo  Jhall 
he  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption y  into 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.     Here 
the  apoftle  aflerts,  (i.)  That  the  creature  is  made 
fiibjeft  to  vanity,  that  is,  is  liable  to  be  abufed  by 
men  to  other  ends  than  it  was  at  firft  defigned  fof : 
it  is  fubjeft  to  this  vanity,  of  falling,  fhort  of  the 
defign  of  itscreation,*whichwas  the  glory  of  God, 
and  of  beiiig  abuied  to  his  diftionour  through  ^e 
corruption  of  man.   (2.)    He  allerts  that  i^^was 
not  willingly  made  fiibjcft  to  it.     Oihajiiie,  the 
brute  creatures  condemn  man.     IMan  was  willing- 
ly iubjeft  to  vanity,  did  willingly  deiHt  from  the 
profecution  of  that  which  was  the  defign  of  his 
creation.     The  reft  of  the  creatures  are  pafFive  in  - 
it;    it  is  a  fort  of  a  fofce  put  upon  them.     It  is  a 
violence  done  to  the  creatures,  when  they  are  a- 
buied  to  the  fervice  of  fin:  it  is  contrary  to  their 
very  natures ;  for  they  ftiU  continue  according  to 
the  laws  which  God  let  them  in  the  beginning. 
•  '         ,  (3«> 
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(3*)  TJie  only  thing  that  makes  them  continue  in 
being  when  xh&y  are  fo-abufed  by  man,  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  God.  God  continues  them  in  be- 
ing,, not  for  this  end,  to  be  abufed  to  a  fubfer^i- 
ency  to  the.lufts  of  men,  though  they  make  this 
ule  of  the  goodneisof  God;  but  that  by  the  coji- 
tinued  effefts  of  it,  and  proofs  of  undefervedkind- 
ncfi,  he  may  lead  them  to  repentance,  i^jy  The 
apoftle  a4rerts,  TJiat  the  creation  (hall  be  a  fharer 
\i^ith'  the  fbns  of  God  in  their  glorious  delivery 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  that  is,  When 
the  children  of  God,  theft  who  have  received 
Chrift,  and  by  him.power  to  become  the  (bns  of 
God,  4hall  be  folly  freed  from  the  remainders  of 
the  guilt>  power,  and  pollution  of  fin,  then  the 
creaiore  (hall  no  more  be  ufed  contrary  to  God'^ 
delign  in  its  creation, but  fhall,  in  the  hand  of  the 
rational  creature,  again  become  an  inftrument  for 
{hewing  forth  the  glory  of  God,  as  it  was  at  firft 
defigned  to  be.  And  to  (hew  that  the  condition 
of  the  creature  requires  this,  He,  (5.)  in  the^22 
ver.  ajOTerts,  That  tlie  whole  creation  groneth,  that 
is,  cojnplairrs  of  its  hard  ufage,  of  its  being  abufed 
by  mens  fin :  and  he  extends  this  to  the  whole 
ci:eation,  that  there  mzy  be  no  accefs  for  any  who 
ufe  the  creatures  to  free  themftlves  of  that  which 
the  complaint  runs  againft,  to  wit^  fin.  Kow  can 
any  free  himfelf  of  fi<n,  while  all  his  enjoyments 
witnels  againft  l^im  that  he  has  finned?  O  fmners, 
the  Sun  that  (hines  upon  you  grones  that  it  rauft 
give  light  to  a  finner,  one  who  ufes  the  light  for 
an  encouragement  to  fin  againft  G  od .  The  ground , 
y^  tread  upon  grones  with  the  weight  of  finners. 
Tbe  food  that  feeds  you,  complains  •  that  it  muft 
be  fb  horribly  perverted,  as  to  ferve  the  lufts  of  a 

finner, 
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finner,  as  to  fornifti  one  with  ftrcngth  to  fin  a- 
gainft  God.  See  Hab.  iK  ii.  Jam.  v.  3. 

8.  The  judgments  of  God  be^  witncft  agaihfl 
you.     As  many  rods  as  have  ever  been  upon«  you, 
^  as  many  witrieffes  are  there  of  this  fed  truth.  The 
rod  of  God  fpeak's ;  for  we  s^  commanded  to 
hear  the  fod>  Micah  vi.  9.  The  Lord's  voice  crieth 
unto  the  cityj  and  the  mafi  of  wifdomJhaU fie  thy 
name  :  hear  ye  the  rody  and  whQ  hath  affointed  tt^ 
Every  ftroke  that  the  hand  of  God  lays  upon  ug, 
fpqaks;  and  the  firft  thing.it  fiys,  is,  Te  have 
jinned  and  come  (hort  of  the  giory  of  Cod,     For 
afflidion  doth  not  fpring  out  of  the  ground,  nor 
doth  trouble  arife  out  of  the  duft.     And  l^re  we 
may  boldly  with  Eliphjz  in  that  iv.  of  Job  and  7. 
challenge  you  to  give  one  inftancc  of  any  innacent 
wlio  ever  fufF^red  the  leaft  wrong  or  trouble,  Re^ 
member f  I  pray  tbee^  fays  h«  to  Job,  ivho  ever 
pdrlfhed  being  innocent  P  or  where  were  the  righ-^ 
teous  cut  off?  As  if -he  had  faid,  Search  the  re* 
cords  of  ancient  times  ;:  rub  up  by  thy  memory^ 
and  gi>ic  me  but  one  ihftance  of  any  peribn  who 
(uiFered  and  was  not  a  finner.  I  defy  thee  to  give 
me  one  inftahcc.  Indeed  he  was  out  in  the  appli«> 
cation  of  that  urfqueftionablci  truth ;  for  he  did 
thence  endeavour  to  infer  that  Job  was  a  hypo* 
crite.    As  to  the  application,  we  are  not  concern- 
ed in  it ;  but  for  the  truth  itfelf,  that  we  own, 
and  challenge  you  to  inftance  aijy.     Our  bleffed 
Lord  indeed  was  free  of  perfbnal  fellings,  but  not 
fb  of  imputed  ones;  for  the  Lord  laid  upon  him 
the  iniquities,  of  us  ally  and  he  was  wounded  for 
our  tranjgreffions.     And  therefore,  his  fufferings 
are  no  ways  inconfiftent  with  this  truth.  That 
none  {uiFer  but  finners;  ^nd  therefore,  your  fuf- 
ferings  arc  a  proof,   and  do  teltify  that  ye  have 
•  iinned ; 
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finned ;  for  God  doth  not  affli^  vnllingty  not 
grieve  the  children  o/me^fLsim,  ill,  33.  He  takes 
not  pleafiire  jn  aiBifting  his  own  creatures;  but 
when  he  does  it,  it  is  for  their  fins.     What  God, 
in  ills  (bvereignty,  may  do,  as  to  the  pun}(hin^ 
or  rather  affll£ling  of  an  innocent  creature,  we 
Ihall  not  determine*    Learned  men  have  learned* 
ly,  I  may  Iky,  pkyed  the  fool,  or  trifled  in  debat- 
ing this  point,  the  determination  whereof  makes 
nothing  to  edifioation,  Irere  it  poffible  to  deter* 
mine  it  fetisfyingly.     1£  any  ihould  aflc  me,  Can 
God  puniQi  or  afflift  an  innocent  creature?  I  . 
fhould  anfwer,  (i.)  That  queftions  about  what' 
God  otn  do,  are  dangerous,  and  may  for  moft 
part  be  fbrborn.     (2.)  Punifti  an.  innocent  crea- 
ture he  cannot)  for  that  prefuppoieth  fuch  a  fault, 
(3.)  God  in  the  firft  formation  of  his  creatures; 
did  fet  them  fuch  a  law  for  their  rule,  as  did  lead 
them  direftly  to  the  higheft  perfection  their  na- 
tures were  capable  of  5  and  they  walking  accord- 
ing to  that  rule,  i.  e.  being  innocent,  it  is  hard  tQ    . 
conceive  How  they  could  &11  (hort,  or  in  any  mea- 
fore  iwerve  from  the  end.     If  it  be  ftill  enquired, 
whether  God  may  not  in  his  abfolute  foyereignty 
pafi  over  this,  which  feems  to  be  the  fixed  and 
fettled  order  of  his  conduft  towards  the  creatures, 
and  afflift  them,  or  iRifler  them  to  meet  with  in- 
conveniences, while  they  hold  clofe  to  the  rule 
that  God  has  fet  them;  if  I  fay^iy  flate  the  que- 
flion  thus.  Then,  (4.)  J  (hall  only  propofe- ano- 
ther queflion  to  the  enquirer.  Can  there  poffibly 
fall  within  the  coiftpafs  of  God's  knowlege  a  de- 
Cgn  which  will  make  it  worthy  of  his  infinite  wif^ 
doni  and  goodnefs  to  do  fo,  to  break  this  law'of 
nature,  which  is  every  way  fuited  to  his  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  l  If  he  fay  there  may,  then  he  is  o- 
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.  bliged  to  produce  it,  which  he  will  find  hard  e- 
nough  to  do :  if  he  lay  not,  then  he  determines 
the  queftion  in  the  negative,  but  dangerpufly  e- 
nough ;  for  who  knows  the  infinitely  wife  defigns 
which  may  fall  within  the  compafs  of  the  thoughts 
of  the-omnifcient  God,  whole  ways  and  thoughts 
are  as  far  alpove  the  thoughts  of  man,  as  the  hea- 
vens above  the  earth  ?  But  whatever  be  in  this 
nice  debate,  wherein  we  (hall  not  immix  ourfelves, 
the  truth*  We  have  advanced  is  certain,  That  no 
inftance  can  be  given  wherein  God  has  afflifted 
thofe  who  have  been  abfolutoly  free  from  fin,  in- 
herent or  imputed :  and  therefore,  the  rods  of 
God  are-witneiTes  againft  you  that  ye  have  finned. 
Speak,  O  finners,  did  yoa  never  meet  with  anaP. 
fliftion  in  body  or  mind,  in  your  perfbns  or  femi- 
lies,  in  yourfelves  or  in  your  relations,  young  or 
old  ?  Who,  or  where  is  the  man  or  woman  that 
never  had  a  croft  ?  I  believe  that  perlbn  is  fcarce 
to  be  found  in  the  world  who  has  no  complaints^ 
that  is,  who  has  no  crofTes.  Well  then,  as  ma- 
ny crdfles  as  ye  have  had,  as  many  withefles  are 
there  giving  in  teftimony  againft  you,  that  ye 
have  finned.     For  no  finning,  no  fuifering.     . 

9.  In  fine,  to  name  no  more  wltncfles,  Death 
the  king  of  terrors  is  a  witnefs  againft  youy  and 
gives  teftimony  againft  all,  that  they  have  finned; 
for  th«  -uyagei  of  Jin  is  death y  Rom.  vi.  23.  It  is 
only  fin  that  gives  death  a  power  over  you.  If 
any  of  you  can  plead  exemption  from  death,  then 
you  may  with  fome  reafon  plead  freedom-  from 
the  charge  we  have  laid  againft  you;  but  if  nor, 
then  in  vain  will  all  pretences,  fhifts  and  evafions 
be.  It  may  be  now  we  fhall  not,  no  not  by  the 
teftimony  of  all  the  famous  witnefles  we  have  led 
againft  yoU,  bring  you  to  a  conviftion  of  fin :  but 

when' 
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^vhen  death,  the  king  ot  terrors,  begins  his  evi-- 
dence;  he  will  convince  you,  ere  he  have  done 
•with  you ;  orh«  ^vi'li  fend  yon,  where  ye  (hall  be 
convinced  hot  ifiUch'to  your  cortifort.  Death  \% 
ferjeant  to  the'gr^kt  Kihg ;  and' When  he  takes  you, 
arrefts  you,'  cite^-  you  anon  to  appear  before  the 
bar  that  is  in  the  higher'  houfe,  how  will  your 
hearts  fail  you  then  ?  O  finners,  the  fighit  of  the 
grim  meffenger,  ddath,  of  the  cxecutroner  Satan, 
of  the  place  of  torment,  hell,  and  the  awful' folem- 
jnity  pf  the  judge-  of  the  ^uick  and  the  deady  will 
luperfede  any  fiirther  proof,  and  will  awaken  the 
tacA  fleepy  confeietice,  which  wlll'then  be  not  on- 
ly wimeft  but  judg^,  and .  even  executioner^  -  to 
thefe  who  (hall  not  be  able  to  plead  an  intereft  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  who  have  never  been  convinced 
foundly  offin  at  the  barpfthe  word.  * 
"  Thus  we  have  made  good  our  charge  againft  all 
and  every  one  of  you,  by  the-  ,te(femony  of  a 
•great  many  witneflcs  of  unquefliohable  ctedir:  it 
is  therefore  high  time,  O  finners,  for  you  to  be- 
think yourfelves  what  ye  (hall  anfwer  when  ye  afe 
reprcrved.^ 

•  Hitherto  we  have  held  in  the  general :  we  have 
charged  fin  upon  you  all,  without  fixing  any  par- 
ticular fin  upon  any  particular  (brt  of  perfons : 
now  we  come  to  that  which  in  the  next  place  we 
propoled  in  the  rriahagement  of  this  charge  againft 
you.>  and  that  is, 

III.  To  make  good  the  charge  by  dealing  par- 
ticularly with  the  conferences  of  leveral  forts  of 
perfons  among  you,  to  bring  you,  if  pofEbie,  to 
a  ienfe  of  your  fifi,  '       - 

All  who  are  in  this  houfe.may  be  ranked,   ac- 
cording to  theapoflle  John  his  divifion,   inro  chil- 
tiren,  young  men  and  fiithers  j  or  into  childreti^ 
F  thefe, 
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thefi  ^f  a  m^Mh  age^  and'^W  p^fimsJ  Under, 
^0MA2^  m^/f  j^zW /wt?^^;}  are  compr^^nd^d  all  ^e^> 
'whcdier  they  havQ  fiimiilieg  orn^,  ijrbQ  are  noi: 
come  to  decHofeg  yeai-s,  who  ar^  yet  in  the  flower 
of  their  ftr^i^th  a^d  vigour*  T^.ieach  of  tfaefe  \ 
would  apply myfelfio  away  ofqoaviftioo,  and  en- 
deavour to  bring  thei^  t^  %  fenfe  pf  fm,aad  tfe^t 
#vi5n- of .  particoJar  (in$. 

But  that  I  may  proceed  in  this  with  the  more 
cleamefe,  I  ftiall  premife  a  few  thitjgs,  which  riiay 
dear  the  way  to  what  we  dcfign  ispon  thia  be^. 
Aod,  . 

I .  There  are  tvr^  great  4efigns  whieh  everyt 
mari  fljtot^ld  continually  aim  at^  uCeftilnefi  here> 
and  happincft  hereafter.  We  <?Qmii  not  to  ite- 
W(5rid,  as  fbmeiboliflily  apprehend,  to  (pend  oj 
pafs  our  time,  and  ao  more  ofiti  N<^  God  bft$ 
rut  us  out  our  work.  We  aare  all  obliged  in  fome 
one  ftation  «or  other,  to  lay  out  ourfelves  for.the 
advancement  of  the  giory.of  God  in  this  world* 
Every  one  i$  ftiraiftied  with  endowments  more  or 
left.  To  fonae  God  has  ^vea  an  ample  ftock, 
many  talents ;  to  fome  fewef  •  and  to  fome  but 
one.  AU  have  received,  and  if  ^U  do  not  em- 
ploy their  endo^vmenfe,  put  the  cafe  they  appear 
very  inconfiderabie^  diey  will  firrf  it  hard  tp  an? 
Rver  for  the  milimprovement.  He  who  had  but 
One  talent,  for  his  negleA  of  it  had  a  dreadfol 
doom  pronounced  againft  him,  Matth.  xxv.  30. 
Caft  ye  the  unprofitiAhfervmnt  wto  utter  ddrk- 
jffefs :  there  Jhall  be  'weeing  and  gnqfhing^  of  teeth. 
We  are  not  born  to  ourleives  only,  -biit  to  the 
world,  and  therefore  we  fhould  defign  t:^folnie£ 
in.  it ;  and  withal  fhould  take  a  due  care-^our  own 
'  prindpal  concern,,  the  (alvatipn  of  our  fouls.  If 
he  who  provides  aot  for  his  onm  ^mily,  has  de- 
'     y  nied 
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pkd  the  faith,  an4.is  ^ori^  than  an  iniSc^QJi^  i' 
Tijcn.  V.  8.  what  muft  h?  be  -that  provides  npt  fqr 
hkowafoul? 

2.  Whatever  thouehts,  wprds,  or  aftions,  have 
Xio  ufefulnefs  pr  fubferviency  to  orje  qj-  other'  of 
chdc  ends,  are  Cafal?  by  the  kw  of  God  and  na- 
I2ure  this  holds  true^  If  ^ye  do,  ip^ak,  orthinfc 
atiy  thing  ^hat  has  no  tendency  to  promote  either 
XMV  ten^poral  or  eternal  happiiiefi,  then  la  fb  do- 
ii^gweftnagWuftGod^  wethrowaw^y  thefepow- 

'/?r5  of /peaking,  thinking  and  ,a£Ving,  upon  tb%t 
which  6od  nevd  deCgnod  them  for,  and  this  is  a 
mwiftjl  abufe  of  a  talent  beftpwed  by  God.  The 
J^ori  CQpipiain^  gf  Jerufalem's  indulging  vain 
thoughts,  Jer.  iv,  i^.  0  Jerufaknif  luajh  th^ne 
heart  from  wickedn^Jsj,  that  thou  m^yeft  be^  fayed: 
fjova,  longjhall  thy  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  theef 

3.  Much  of  our  fitnels  or  unfitnqfaipr  proiecut- 
ing  tbeie  ends,  dcpeiads  upon  the  rjght  or  wrong 
^anage^^t  of  our  youth.  Idieneis,  vitioufneB 
^d  ioJly,  in  our  childhood,  has  a  tendency  tp 
incapacitate  us  in  our  riper  years,  jfor  profecuting 
the  deigns  of  our  being.  Childhood  and  yout^ 
^te,  as  it  were,  a  forrnatory,  cahn  or  mould  where- 
in men  are  caft ;  and  fucb  ufiiaUy  do  they  conti" 
nueto  be,  as  they  then  have  been  formed^  whic^i 
lets  ps  lee  how  much  depends  upon.the  right  ma- 
jiagc^nent  of  children,  of  which  the  wi(e-man  wa^ 
well  aware,  as  we  fee  Prov.  ^utij.  6.  Train  up  f 
.child y  iays  he  by  the  fpiritof  Gpd,  in  tie  way  he 
jloould gfii  and  when. he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  ii. 

4.  Thefe  aftlons  in  children  which  people  o- 
verlook  generally,  and  judge  fcarce  culpable,  yet 
.are  upon  a  double  account  evil  j  firfl,  in  that  they 
.fiow  fron^i.a  bitter  r9Pt  that  cannot  bring  forth 

F  2  good 
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good  fruit ;  I  mean  that  qurfbd  biafi  and  depravi- 
ty of  nature,  which  profiapts  to  evil,  to  that  du- 
ly, and  that  continually :  .and  jthen>  becaufe  they 
have  a  tendency  to  iricapacitate  for  the  future. 
An  ill  habit  contrafted  when  young,  cannot  fooii 
be  worn  off.     Nay,  unrlefi  grace  do  jnterpofe,  and 
that  with  more  than  ordinary  influences,  fbme  vi- 
tious  habits  contrafted  in  youth,  can  by  no  pains 
or  endeavours 'be  laid  afide.     Had  man's  nature 
remained  incorrupt,  as  it  was  in  Adam,  then  cer- 
tafmly  thefe  follies  and  extravagancies-,  into  which 
generally  childhood  and  youth  are  precipitate,.had 
not  been  known ;  there  ftiould  not  any  of  thefe 
vitious  Inclinations  h^ve  been  found,  which  arc 
now  the  bane  of  youth  and  of  childhood. 
^      5.  We  premife  this,  That  the  law  of  God  is 
exceeding  broad  and  extenfive^   Plal.  cxix.  96.  / 
have  feen  art  end  of  all  perfection^  but  thy  xom- 
mandment  is  exceeding  broad.     Some  people  do 
ftrarigely  in  their  deluded  kpprehenfions  narrow 
the  law  of  God.  There  is  a  general  miftake  here; 
few^,  very  few,  do  believe  how  extenfive  it  is ;  and 
^  therefore  moft  part  are  clean  and  pure  ip  their 
Own  eyes,  though  they  be  not  waflied  from-  their 
iniquities.     But  David,*  a  man  according  to  God's 
own  heart,  a  man  inftructed  of  God  in  the  fpiri- 
tual    meaning  of  God's  law,  entertained   other 
thoughts  and   apprehenfions  of  the  matter  2  he 
found  it  exceeding  broad  and  extenfive:  For,  (i.) 
it  extends' to  words  and  thoughts  as  well  as  toa- 
ftions.     Many  of  you  do,  it  may  be,  dream  that 
if  ye  do  no  abominably  wicjced  aftion,  though  ye 
live  in  a  courfe  of  vain  and   idle  thoughts  and 
words,  it  is  no  matter :  but  deceive  not  yourfelves 
in  this  matter ;  for  God  judges  otherwife.  Indeed 
his  word  has  told  us,   That  lie  will  brings  e/ery 
•     -  work 
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work  into  judgment/ 5*cclef.  xii.  14..  For  Cod 
fhall  bring  every  n\iork  Into  judgment y  'with  every 
Jhcret  thingywhetherit  begaod  or  whether  it  be  e* 
viL  But  he  has  no  where  told  us,  that  words  and 
thoughts,  (hall  go  free.  Nay,  upon  the  contrary, 
he  has  exprefly  told  us,  that  we  muft  give  an  ac- 
count of  idle  words,  Matt.  xii.  36,  37.  But  I  fay 
unto  youy  {aith  the  Amen  and  faithful  witnefi,  that 
eruery  idle  word  that  men  Jhallfpeakj  they  fljall 
give  an  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment  s 
for  by  fhy  words  thou  fhalt  be  jufiijiedf  and  fy 
thy  words  thou  fhalt  be  condemned.  And  in  that  \ 
fbrecited  Jer.  iv.  14.  the  removal  of  vain  thought? 
is  indifpenlably  required  in  order  to  the  falvatioa 
of  J[eru(alem ;  which  fays  plainly,  that  an  indulg- 
ed courfe  of  them  would  inevitably  mine :  for  as 
the  ipirit  of  God  tells  us,  Prov.  xxiv.  9.  The 
thoughts  of  foolifhnefs  is  fin.  And  indeed  no 
wonder  it  is  that  they  be  repute  '  (o  by  God  the 
fearcher  of  the  hearts,  who  knows  the  thoughts  a; 
far  off;  and  be  cpndemned  by  that  word  that  is 
a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  fmce  all 
evil  flows  from  the  thought,  words  and  aftions 
being  but  indications  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart. 
And  therefore,  when  Simon  Magus  is  repi:oved  by 
the  apoftle  Peter  in  that  8th  of  the  Afts,  for  his 
wicked  defire.to  buy  the  holy  Ghoft,  or  rather  the 
poweV  of  conferring  the  gift  of  the  holy  Ghoft  by, 
the  impofition- of  hands,  he  is  not  rebuked  for  his 
words,  though  he  fpoke  it,  but  for  his  thoughts, 
becaufeifwas  there  fin  began.  Afts  viii.  jlo.  But 
Peter  faid  to  him^  thy  money  perijh  with  thee^  be* 
caufe  thou  haft  thought  that  the  gift  of  God  may 
be  pur  chafed  with  money.  Thou  haft  neither  part 
nor  ht  in  this  matter ;  for  thy  heart  is  not  right  in 
the  fight  of  Cod,-  Repent  therefore  of  this  thy 
'  ■       F   3  .   ivick- 
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-wkkedntfs:  Md  prky  Goiy  If  perha^i  the  fhoight 
of  thine  hearf  mdy  ht  f^gruen  thee,  (a.)  Tht, 
lawdf  Gdd  is  bfdad,  in  that  it  extends  to  all  Ibfts  - 
of  afHom;  hot  only  to  thefe  whkh  immediately 
re(})^a  God,  and  theft  which  intmediatdy  re* 
» fpeft  our  neighbour  or  odf felves ;  but  even  to 
our  natuml  a^ftions,  elsttirig  and  drinking,  *nd  to 
our  glo^ving,  dr  Ibxving,  (>r  the  like,  'Which  <suiw 
not  *)  eafily  be  reduced  td  afty  dfthftft  oth^r  claf- 
fes:  for  we  are  told  by  thd  fpirit  of  ^)&d,  that  the 
piecing  9f  the  Viicked  is  fin^  ProT.  kxi.  4^  (j.) 
The  fcHToadnefs  of  Gbd's  W  is  -conf|>icuou8  in  Its 
reaching  all  forts  of  perfiAis,  Voimg  imd  old>  rich 
and  poor,  high  and  low.  All  forts  of  perfons  are 
bound  to  their  duty  by  the  law  of  God,  children 
as  well  as  others:  and  a  deviation  frbm  it  is  taken 
notice  6f,  even  with  refpeft  to  children*  We  are 
tt)ld  of  their  coming  into  the  wprld  in  fin,  of  their 
being  fhapen  in  fih,  of  their  being  eftranged  fr6m 
the  womb,  arid  gpiftg  aftray  as  foon  as  born,  and 
of  their  dying  for  their  fin.  Behold y  Iwaijhap^ 
en  in  irnqtHfy-y  and  in /in  did  my  mother  conceive 
m€y  fvfs  the  man  who  had  made  God  his  truft 
from  his  yotith  up,  Pfal.  li.  5.  Afid  in  Aat  58th 
Pfalm,  we  are  told,  that  riie  wicked'  go  aftray  in 
infancy.  The  wicked  are  efiranged  frwn  the  very 
'womby  they  go  aftray  atjh<sm  at  they  he  homi  Aivd 
the  apbftle  in  that  5th  to  the  Romans,  fmm  thft 
12  ver.  proves  feven  jnfattts  to  be  finners,  by  thdr 
iharing  in  thefe  calamities  which  are  the  confe- 
qiients  of  fin:  but  this  could  noi  be,  unlefe  the 
hw  of  God  did  extend  unto,  and  evc^  bind  chil- 
dren ai  well  as  others.  A  ftnfe  of  thi$  ^xteQt  of 
the  law  6f  God,  even  to  children)  made  ble^*d 
Augijftitie,  in  that  firft  book  of  his  Confefltens, 
Cap.  7,  bitterly  lament,  atlul  bewail  the  fins  of  hif 

child- . 
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-chUdhood^  even^  tfanfe  wbich  fire  kog^t  at  bj^ 
^moft;  fiick  ad»  usitowardnds  a^  on^Uiiignds 
^  ^tD  receive  what  ^was.good  forihlm^  .but  even  ia 
^that  age^  meaning  his  inrancy>  ;dbe8  be  \£ty^ 
**  y  Wjts  it  aot  ill  ami  jGn,  to-  feek  with  tears  whit 
'*'  would  have  proven  hurtful  to  me  if  it  had  been 
^  given  ?  to  be  aD|rry  wth  thefe  who  were  no 
^  ways  obliged  to  be  under  my  command,  be» 
'^  casdfe  they  would  not  obey  me  \  Nay^  that  even 
^'  my  panaats  woidd  hpt  obey  nie.  Was  it  not 
*^  ill,  that  I  endcavoorod  to  ftrikc  even  thofe  wh^ 
^  were  every  way  my  &periors,  bccaufe  they 
*'  would  Jtot  obey  me  in  thcfe  things  wfaeieiii 
<'  they  could  not  have  given  obedience  without 
**  hurt  either  to  me  or  fbme  other?"'  Thus  we 
fee  this  holy  man  looks  upon  thefe  things  as  fins, 
which  are  commonly  lau^t  at  by  others  as  inno* 
^nt;  and  if  God  would  giVe  us  fuch  a  diicovery 
of  the  wickedncfi  of  our  natures^  and  of  the  extent 
of  the  law,  as  was  given  to  him,  then  we  would  . 
think  lb  too.  But  the  truth  of  this  might  be  prov- 
en at  great  length,  were  it  requiflte  to  fay  any 
more  than  what  luts  already  been  alleged. 

6«  In  fpeaking  to  every  one  of  dieie  three  forts 
of  pcrfbni,  we  may  have  pccafion  to  name  many 
fins;  at^  therefore,  we  fhall  here  at  once  prove 
all  the  particulars  we  fhall  name '  under  any  of 
thefe  heads  to  be  fin,  becaufe  it  would  divert  us 
and  detain  us  toa  long,  to  infifl  under  every  head, 
in  addndng  arguments,  to  .prove  every  one  of 
the  partknilars  we.are  about  to  mention,  to  be  fiw  ^ 
fol.  Now,  that  they  are  all  fach,  ye  will  not  * 
queftion,  if  ye  carry  along,  vidth  what  has  been 
abeady  &id,  theie  diree  imquefiionable  icripture 
truths,  (i-)  That  whatever  is  done,  thought  or 
faid^  by  one  whole  heart  is  not  renewed  by  grace^ 
F  4  is 
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is  fin;     This  is  the  plain  meaning  of  that  afl^rtir 
«>ii  of  our  Lord's  j  Matth.  vii#  18;  A  gohdtree^  cam- 
not  bring  forth  ^vU  fruity  neither  Can  a  cttrrvipt 
free  bring  forth  good  fruiii.     Hence  it  is  that  not 
otily  tlie  thoughts  of  the.wicfecd,  buthis  plowing}, 
and  his  very  facrifice  is  fin,  Prov,  xxi.  27.  (2.^ 
iWhatever  refpefts*  not  th«  '^ory  of  God  as  its 
€nd,  is  fin,  1  Gor,  x.  31,  Whether  therefore  ye  eiH 
or  drinky  or.  tuha  fever  ye  doydo  all  to  the  glory  of 
God.,  (3,)    Whatever  has  .  no.  refpea   to  Jefiils 
£!hrift>  as.the\only  one  in  whom  our  per(bns  <jt 
performances  can  be  accepted,  is  fin>  Col.  iii.  17. 
Whatever  ye  doytn  word  or  in  deedy  do  all  in'tht 
jiameGfthe  LordJefuSy  givingihanks  to  God  and 
'  she  Father  by  him.     All  the  particulars  we  ftiall 
•  iiame,  will  be  found  croft  to  one  or  all  of  thefe 
-three,  and  therefore  fmful :  though  we  (hall  not 
•always  particularly  infift  in  proving  the  finfplnefi 
of  every  one  of  them,  or  in  naming  the  particular 
commands  of  the  decalogue  of  which  they  are  a 
-breach*  ' 

In  the  7 /A  and  laji  place,  we  premile,  that 
thole  of  a  middle  age  and  of  old  age'  are  equally 
.iconcerned  in  thefe  fins  which  we  are  to  lay  to  the 
charge,  of  children,  with  the  children  themfelves, 
becaufe  they  were  once  fiich.  Young  men  and  old 
men  were  once  children,  and  therefore  guilty  of 
the  fins  of  childhood.  Old  men  were  once  youths, 
'  .and  therefore  guilty  of  the  fins  ofyouthhood:  and 
therefore  ye  are  all,  the  oldeft  of  you,  obliged  to 
•take  heed,  what  we  fay  to  one.  or  another, 'becaufe 
thofe  who  are  old  have  been  young,  and  thoie 
who  are  young  may  be  old. 

The  way  being  thus  cleari^d,  I  (hall  now  pro- 

'Ceed  to  fpeak. particularly  to,  and  endeavour  the 
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<ronviaion  of  the  'children  of  the  congregafioil 
Txrhich  are  now  prefent. 

Children  and  young  ones,   who  are  this  day 
hearii^g  me,  take  heed,  I  have  a  meflage  from 
God  to  you.     That  God  who  made  the  heavens 
•and  the  '6af  tb^  who  made  you,  and  who  feeds  you 
daily,  has  fent  me  this  day  to  you,  to  every  one 
of  you,  as  particularly  as  if  I  did  name  yoii,  name   '. 
and  firname^    to  tell  you  (ad  and  dolefiil  news. 
-The  youngeft  of,you  all  ha^  finned  and  come Jhort 
^  the -glory  of  God ^  that  is,  ye  have  done  that  ^ 
for  which  God  will  certainly  caft  you,  foul  and 
body.  Into  hell  fire,  if  ye  get  not  your  peace  made 
with  God  through  Jefiis  GhrilJ.     You  have,  done 
that  for  which  God  is  fo  angry  at  you,  that  his 
heart  will  not  pity  you,  his  eye  will  not  (pare 
you,  unlefs  you  get  Chrlft  •  but  as  foon  as  ever 
.your  breath  goes  out,  and  none  of  you  can  tell 
•how  (bon  thit  may  be,  he  will  without  mercy 
turn  you  into  hell,  there  to  be  tormented  for  ever 
and  ever.     If  ye  were  not   foolifh,   ye  would 
-never  play  mor'e,  nor  be  merry,  till  ye  gpt  your 
peace  made  with  God.     Now  to  let  you  (ee  that 
:it  is  true  that  J  tell  you,  I  (hall  (hew  you  v^hat  fins 
ye  are  guilty  of  before  God. 

1.  Ye  were  born  finners,  Pfal.  li.  5.  Your  pa- 
. rents  were  all  finners ;  and  as  your  fathers  were, 
fo  are  ye  finners:  For  ivha  can  bring  a  clean.thing 
out  cf  an  unclean  P  not  oncy  (ays  God  by  the 
•mouth  of  Job  xiv.  4.  When  ye  came  into  th? 
world,  God  might  then  have  (ent  every  one  of 
you  to  hell,  becau(e  ye  w^re  then  all  Iinners :  and 
though  God  did  not  then  fend  you  into  hell,  yet 
he  may  do  it,  and  ye  cannot  tell  bbw  foon.  If 
-ye  take  heed,  ye  may  every  day  hear  of  fom?  one 
or  other  dying,  that  was  not  long  before  as  likely 

to 
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to  Ktc  as  you  vcty  as  )rpfimg  is  healthy  as  you  are ; 
and  if  God  Aallnow  come,  and  call  you  a\ni}r  by 
deatn^  nrhat  think  you  will  become  of  yoa  that  are 
not  yet  reconciled  to  God  \  ye  wiU  all  be  S^t  in- 
to hell.    But, 

2.  Tell  me,  I  fay,  did  you  ever  refiiie^to  do 
Mrbat  your  parents,  your  fathers  orydur  ittothers,  I 
haine  commanded  you  to  do?  Do  you  new  re- 
itiember  that  either  your  fathers,  or  your   mo- 
thers, or  your  mafter,  or  it  may  be  the  minifter 
firOm  the  pulpit,  has  told  you  that  you  fliould  do 
ibme  things,  read^  pi'ay,  be.good  fcbolars,  do  what 
your  father  and  mother  enjaned  you  T  Well,  and  | 
have  not  ye  for  all  that  refufed  to  do  it?  This  is  a  j 
£ufiagainftGod;and  believe  it,  dear  children,  there 
are  fome  juft  fuch  as  yourielves  burning  in  faell, 
for  diibbeying  their  parent?;   and  tho'  they  \v«ep 
and  cry,  yet  God  will  never  lot  them  out  thence. 

3.'  Did  never  any  body  reprove  ybu  for  any 
thing  that  ye  have  done  ?  Did  never  your  father 
or  your  mother  tell  you  that  (bme  thing,  it  may 
be,  fwearingj  or  lying,  or  forgetting  your  pray- 
ers, was  a  mi,  and  ^ould  Bring  you  to-heU,if  ye 
did  not  ameild  ?  Well,  if  they  did,  was  not  you 
angry  %t  them  ?  Would  you  not  have  been  glad 
to  get  away  from  them  that  told  you  (ttc|i  things  ? 
And  did  not  your  heart  rife  againflthem?  Well, 
this  alio  is  a  great  fin.  And  tf  this  bejiot  pardoned, 
God  will  be  (ure  to  turn  you  intoheU  for  it,  Prov. 
XV.  10.  CorreSion  is  grievous  ip  him  thatfcT' 
fakcththe  wayyOhdhethat  hatsth  rgproofjball  die. 
4,  Tell  me,  were  you  ever  ddSrous  to  be  a- 
venged,  or  in  your  own  language,  to  have  a- 
mends  of  fame  that  you  thought  had  done  you 
ill?  Were  not  you  vexed,  thinking  how  to  get  e- 
▼en  with  them,  and  would  not  ye  have  fpund  in 

your 
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ja\xt  heftft?  t6  have  killed  them,  or  to  hairc  Atnt 
the^  femt  AiftAief  ?  M^ell,  this  is  a  grievoos  fin  % 
for  God  has  forbid  us  to  avenge  ourfelves, '  Rom. 

xii,  19.  ■' 

5-.^ Tell  me,  did* ye  never  give  ^ny  bocfy  Hi. 
language?  Wd^  nevef'  mifcal  your  comrades •?• 
When  you  ^jrere  angry  with  your  neighbour  or 
compaftion,  did  ye  not  ufe  opprobrious  or  re- 
proaching names?  I  ftar  rrtoft  of  you  cannot  de-^ 
ny  it:  Well,  this  again  Is  another  fin.  Our  Lord 
ha«  (aid,  that  whofoever  /hall  call  his  brother  a 
fbolfhalt  b6  In  d-anger  ofhetlfircy  Matth.  V.  22. 

6.  Wer^  you  never  glad  when  you  could  get 
out  under  your  father,  or  mother,  or  mafter's 
eyes,  that  ye  might  take  your  will,  and  do  thefe 
tWngs  that  ye  durft  not  do  before  them  ?  Now,^ 
this  is  downright  atheifm:  you  did  not  believe 
riiat  God>!^  every  where,  otherwife  you  would  not 

.  have  prefiimed  to  do  that  before  him,  which  ye 
durft  not  do  before  jrour  parents.  See  Pfal.  xiv.  !• 
compared  with  Rom;  iii.  10  and  23. 

7.  Have  net  5rou  been  glad,  when,  the  Lord's 
day  was  overj  or  at  Icaft,  when  the  preaching  , 
was  done-,  that  ye  might  get  your  liberty?  Has  it 
not  been  a  burden  to  you^  to  fit  fo  long  in  the 
church  ?  W611,  this  is  a  great  fin,  which  was  one 
of  the  grounds  of  God's  controverfy  with  his  own 
people,  Mai.  i.  £3.  lia.  xliii.  «2*  Amos  viii.  5.^  It 
is  to  be  weary  of  well-doing  againil  the  exprefs 
command  of  God,  Gal.  vi.  9. 

8.  'teli  ixte,  have  you  not  been  thinking  of  o- 
thcr  things  when  ye  have  been  in  churcli  hearing 
fermon  ?  have  ye  hot  been  thinking  of  your  fport 
and  paftimc  ?  or  it  may  be  fpeaking  fo  one  another 
in  the  time  of  worfhip  ?  This  is  another  fin  where- 
ofyott  have  been  guilty;  and  God  counts  them 

mdckers 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  I  • 


5[3-        T^e  guilty  Sinner  conviShd    Part  I. 

mockers  of  him,  who  4raw  near  with  their  lips^ 
vhen  their  hearts  arc  far  away  from  him,  lia. 
xxix%  13. 

9.  Do  you  pray  to  God  morning  and  evening? 
I  fear  chere  fhall  many  be  found  who  negleft  this  r 
and  tell  me,  dear  children,  what  do  you  think  will 
become  of  thele  w,ho  pray  nqt  ?  God  counts  them 
forgctters-of him;  and  he  (ays,  that  tJ^e  'wicked 
JhaJi  be  turned  inio  hellj  and  all  the  nations  that 
fyrget  God,     Pfal.  ix.  17. 

10.  Do  ye  lie  or  fwear,  and  £0  take  God's 
name  in  vain  ?  Did  you  ever  {wear  by  the  name 
of  God  in  your;  ordinary  talk  ?  \Or  did  ye  ever 
make  a  lie  to  excufe  or  hide  a  feult?  Thefe.aUb 
are  fins ;  and  God  has  faid,  that  liars  and  Avear* 
ers  fhall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  burns 
with  fire  and  brimftone,  Rev.  xxi.  8, 

I V.  I  will  only  put  this  one  queftion  more  to 
you.  Did  you  never  go  ^o  your  play,  when  ye 
ftiould  have  been  at  your  prayers  ?  Now  take  heed; 
ye  know  ye  have  done  £0.  Well,  what  think  ye 
will.be  the  end  of  the(e  who  do  lb?  Becaufe  ye 
will  not  feekGod,  he  will  not  (ave  you  ;  he  will 
rejeft  you,  when  ye  have  moft.need  of  help.) 

Now,  dear  children,  I  have  a  great  re(peft  to 
you;  fain  .would  I  have  you  laved  from  hell.  It. 
is  becaufe;!  defire  your,  good,  tbat  I  have  been 
telling  you  your  fins,  f  fhall  therefbre<jbefore  Heave 
you,  (i.>  Put  feme  few  queuions  to  you  for  your 
awakening.  (2.)  I  fhall  ^ive  you  a  coUnfel  or. 
nvo.  (3.)  I  ^ali  give  you  fome  encouragements 
to  follow  the  advices  given  you.  *  , 

Firji  ):hen,  I  would  afk  you  Ibm'e  few  quefti* 
ons ;  and  I  beg  It  of  you  to  take  heed  how  you 
hear  them:  And,  (i.)  tell  me.  Did  ye  ever  think 
of  death  I  if  .you  look  at  a  grave  when  it  is  open- 
ed, 
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ed,  there,  inftead  of  one  that  had  lift,  that  could 
(peak,  walk,  and  do  all  the  other  things  which  yc 
can  do;  now,  ye  fee  there  is  nothing  but  rotten 
bones,  confumed  ftinking  fletfK,  which  the  dogs 
will   fcarce  come  hear,    and  filthy  gore.     Well, 
ye  will  in  a  little  time  be  juft  in  that  cafe  ypur- 
feives.    Ye  muft^  die.     No  doubt,  ye  have  he^rd 
of  ibme  of  your  companions,  or  fbme  other  chil-  . 
dren  who  have  died  j  and  ye  cannot  tell  but  ye 
may  die  next.  (2.)  If  yc  do  think  of  death,  What 
do  ye  think  will  become  of  you,  if  thefe  fins 
which  ye  have  done,  and  of  which  I  have  now 
told  you,   be  not  iForgiven  ?    Then,  without  all 
doubt,  you  will  go  to  hell.     And,  O  can  ye  tell 
what  a  place  hell  is?  Itjs  a  terrible  fJlace  indeed. 
It  may  be,   you  would  think  it  a  terrible  thing  if  , 
any  fbould  put  your  finger  in  the  hot  fire:   and 
indeed  it  would  be  lb.     What  then  do  ye  think 
will  be  the  pain  which  ye  (hall  fiiflfcr  when  God 
will  cafi  you  foul  andlody  Into  hell  fire  ;  and  this 
will  fiirely  be  your  portion,  if  ye  get  not  grace. 
(3.)  If  once  ye  be  call  into  hell,  do  ye  think  ever 
to  get  out  again  ?  I  affure  you,  God  has  laid  ye 
ihal*  not.  Though  ye  weep  till  your  hearts  break, 
God  will  not  hear  you.     Ye  have  done  with  mer- 
cy if  once  ye  die  iii  your  fins.  God's  eye  will  not 
Ipare;  his  heart  will  not  pity  you.     Therefore,  if 
ye  would  elcape  hell,  I  (hall  tell  you. 

Secondly  J  What  ye  muft  do^  by  offering  yoti 
two  or  three  good  counlels.  (i.)  Whenever  ye 
go  homie  this  night,  get  into  Ibme  quiet  corner  or 
other,  and  there  betake  you  to  God  in  prayer. 
Say  with  the  poor  diftrefied  publican,  Lordy  he 
merciful  to  me  a  finner.  Say,  Lord,  thou  baft 
promiled  a  new  heart  to '  finners  like  me »,  and  I 
liavc  need  of  it,  for  my  heart  is  very  bad:  and 
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%,  Lpw},  |fiv^  JW  Ghrift,  five  lu^  from  my  firi§ 
•fcr  Chriil'a  fike.  W1?q  know$  but  the  l^ofd,  whtQ 
bears  tbc  lioas  «n4  the  ravens^  wjica  ih^y  cry  for 
fiiod^  may  hear  you  ?   (2.)  Yqu  thaj;<:au  i^ead  |h^ 
Bible  or  the  Catecbifin,  read  tjbewj.  Wt  tafee  ^r^ 
beibri^  ye  read,  thai  ye^p  and  pray  tp  Go4,   that 
he  may  blefi  them  ta  yo¥,  ai>d  niai^  wu  ivj.dfr- 
ftaad  what  you  read .  (3.)  Take  cai:e  th^t  you  n^ 
ver  lie,  Twear,  or  br^  th«  fiibbath.».  or  cpmmit 
agaia  t;We  fins  which  ^yt'  were  t^lllnu  you  gf  i^ 
Uttk  whUeago.  .  (4,)  B^unout  of  the  €orp|>ap3f 
'  of  fuch^ai  dolie,  f^«ear,  or  break  the  feb6^tb ;  fiir 
God  will  deftroy  them'  that  keep  company  with 
ikdi^  Jcompanmoffoab  Jhall be  dfiftraye^yV^o^r 
xiii*  ZQ. .  (<5.)  Wait  on  tbein  who  wmI  inftru<3; 
•yon ;;  a|nd  foUow  the  good  adyices  tl^ey  dive  you. 
Wi^rk'wth  the  wiie,  and  y«  iMl  b/?:.  Wf  Proy, 
xiU.:2p*    <6,)  Be  fuf«  that  ye  pra)^  ;o<3od  fb 
ibof)  a$  ye  have  got  on  your  clotl^^in  i^  rs^^^- 
Uig,  and  before  ye  caft  them  off  at  night.  Now^ 
If  ye  y^^  foUpw  thefe  advices,  I,  wiJJ, 

fBrdlyy  Tell  you  fo3e  things  .to  e^neou^r-age 
ypuh?  fo  doing,  (j,)  Cod  has  made  a  promillf 
.  that-ibey  who  begj^ft  foon  to\(eek  hw  ihall  ^vqk 
jfpeed^  /  iflutf  /ijifwf  that  love  me^  and  they  thii 
fiakwx  early  Jhall  find  2ne^  Prov.jvUi.'  17,  (^) 
Cod'  has  a  great  liking  to  fudi  as  begin  tp  feek  hin>. 
early.  H«  commends  th^m  highly;  ajid  hj?-S  left 
pppn  record  the  names  ofjorae  young  eonyerts; 
fuch  33  Abijah,  in  the  hou(c  of  a  wicked  Jerobo*- 
smf  and  good  JoliaJhi,  whofe  early  piety  is' much 
comanervded,  zChron.xxxiv.  3.  h  tba  eighth  year 
9f  ht%  rtigfi^  while  he  v)m  yet  youngs  he  began  t$ 
hek  after  the  God  Qf  his  father  David  i  And  thi? 
IS  left  upon  record,  for  making  others  to  begig 
early  to  ieek  Cod.    (3.)  Jelus  Chrill  ijsi  the  day$ 

of 
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of  fais  Bdh,  tvEs  willing  to  entertain^  ynxh  the  moft 
tender  aidfa£Bon»  little  children  chat  vrerc  brought 
luiDD  him;'  and  inrliea  his  difcipfes  would  have. 
kept  them  tiway,  he  rebuked  them^  and  then  faid» 
Stiver  the  Httie  chsidren  to  come  unto  me,  ami  fir " 
kid  them  not,  far  efJUch  is  the  kingdom  ofhenvettf 
amd  he  took  them  up  w  his  arms,  and  put  his  han^t 
wn  ihemy  andhlc/^  them,  Mark  x.  ^4,  x6.  And 
I  can  afliire  yaa,  he  is  no  lefs  kind  now,  than  be 
was  tlien :  for  be  is  the  (ame^  yeAerday,  to  day^^ 
a:Tid  for  ever.  Now,  if  he  waa  fo  kind  to  children 
that,  were  brought  to  him^  wlwt  will  he  be  to  thc^ 
who  them&lves  do  come  to  him?  O  if  ye  knew 
how  good  he  b,yo«i  woidd  never  be  at  reft  till  y^ 
got  noticewhcfQ  he  is  to  be  found;  and  then  ye 
would  go  to  him,  and  i  daue  promift  you  weli> 
come.  (4.)  That  I  may  hare  done  with  you,  I 
tell  yoQ  for  your  encouragement,  that  if  ye  will 
beg^n  early,  and  feek  God,  ye  (hall  b?  amongft 
tiaeie  children. of  whom  the  kingdora  of  heaven  is^ 
God  will  blels  you,  and  all  his  people  will  ble(^ 
you;  yea,  all  generations  Audi  call  you  bkiled^ 

Thus  &r  my  love  to  your  ibuls  has  led  me.  I 
woirfd  fiun  have  you  ikvede  and  therefore^  I  trar 
iiaii  in  birth  till  Chrift  be  formed  in  you.  O.make 
g^ad  my  -heart,  make  glad  the  heart  of  my  great 
JVIafter,  make  glad  the  heart  of  all  the  people  of 
God;  andoejoice  your  parents  hearts,  in  com- 
piytng  with  their  whoUbm  counfels,  which  I  atn 
fore  your  parents  will  defirc,  if  they  be  not  vi/<xrfi; 
than  very  beafts.  In  a  word,  ieek  God,  and  Gkvc 
your  fouls. 

Now,  we  have  done  with  the  firft  Ibrt  of  per- 
feps,  with  whom  we  undertook  to  deal.  The 
tendernefs  of  their  capacity  has  obliged  us  to  di« 
gfeis  from  our  method  which  we  did  lay  down  in 
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thie  entry  upon  this  ufe,  and  which,  by*  the  Lbrd's 
iaffiftance,  we  (hall  cloiely  follow  ia  wliar  remajuis. 

It  may  be,  fome  of  thefe  who  art  come  to  age, 
jtiay  look  upon  this  ^sr  tedious  and  unpleafant, 
which  we  have  been  upon,  becaufe J:here  has  been 
nothing  here  butHvha^  they,  itmay  t^e,  knew  be- 
fore ;  and  what,  it  may  be, .  they  judge :  parents 
might  infbrm  their  children  in.  But  we  muft 
tell  fiichj  that  the^  defign  of  preaching  is  not  to 
gratify  itching  cars  with  new  difcoveries,  But  to 
reform  hearts  by  the  old,  yet  new  truths  of  God  j 
which  will  never  Ivckr  x)ld  to  them  who  are  ac* 
ijualnt  with  the  power  of  them ;  that  children 
have  fouls  as  well  as  they ;  thiat  their  fouls  are  no 
lefs:  precious  than  thofe  of  adult  perfcns;  that  we 
have  the  charge. of -the  one  as  well  as  .the  othtr  ; 
that  the  Lord  hai  fometimes  been- pleaftdto  reaoh 
the  heart  of  childt^n.  by  fuch  familiar  applicatrons; 
*h9t  we  are  obliged  to  be  all  things  to  all  men, 
that  (b  we  may  win  (bme  to  Ghrift. .'  In  fine,  we 
fnufl:  tell  fuch,  that  we  are  particularly  obliged, 
by  our  liord's  command  formerly  quoted,  to  en" 
jQpu'rage  children  to  cmne  to  him^  and  therefore  we 
rould  not  but  endeavour  to^  deal  Lwith  them,  and 
that  in  k  way  fuitable,  in  fome  meafure,  to  their 
capacities:  what  is  old  to  you  may  be  new  to 
ehein:  and  a  new  drop  of  the  influences  qf  God's 
fpirit,  would  even  -make  thefe  very  .truths  which 
formerly  you  have  known,  have  a  new  and  better 
-i-elifh  than  formerly  they  had. 

I  Qiall  now  proceed,  in  thefecmcl  place,  to  yon 
who  have  ftcpt  out  of  chiidhood  into,  youth,  or 
-into  middle  age,  and  fhall  endeavour  to  fix  guilt 
upon  you.  Hitherto  we  havemade  it  appear,  that 
you  are  guttty :  now  we  come  to  tell  you,  and  to 
condefeeud  on^fome  particulars  whereof  you  aire 

:    .    guilty. 
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guilty.  "Vye  tdld, .  nay.  proved,  that  you  were  de- 
filed :  now  we  (hall,,  as  it  were,  point  to  the  very 
Ipoti  We  have  made  it  appear  that  ye  have  fin- 
ned:' now  we  ftiall  take  ypu  tQ  the  places,  as  it- 
were,  where  ye  have  Cnnjed,  thai;  ye  may  get  no 
wrfy  of  flrifting  the  qballenge.  VVrxd  bcjcaui^now. 
we  find  ypu  in  tb^  houfe  of  God,  syv.e'iball, 

I.  Exanaine  you  a  little  in  refercni^e  to  your 
Qondu^  there.  .  Y09  have  fi-equently.come  here.jfr 
you  ■  have  frequently  prefented  your.felves  bcfijro 
God  as  his  people;  but  I  fear,  if  your  carriage  iix 
this,  matter  be  narrowly  fcanned,  you  ftall  b^ 
found  (inncrs  before  the  Lord  in  reference  to  this, 
I  ihall,  in  the  name  of  that  God  in  whole  courts 
ye  tread,  put  three  quefiions  to  your  conlcienc^s. 
(i.)  What* brings  you  ordinarily  here  ?  Gome  ye 
to  fetarifijce  to  the  world's  idol,  fuftopij  becaufo 
tjiey  are  ill  lool^<?d  upon  who  ftay  away  ?  Or  cqixio 
ye  to  flop  the  mouth  of  a  namraj  cqnfcience,  that 
would  give  you  no  reft  if  ye  ftaid  away  ?  or  come 
ye  to  fee  an4  be  feen  ?  or  to  gratify  curiofity 
merely  ?  I  fear  thcfe  be  the  defigns  on.  which  not 
a  few  of  you ^  come;  and  if  lb,  then ;  you  ar© 
found  guilty  before  God,  who  requires  you  to 
come  upon  other  "defigns  j  even  to  wait  upon  him, 
that  ye  may  fe^  hi§.  power  and  his  glory  in  the 
fanftuary,  as  his  people  have  le'en  him  heretofore.. 
(2.)  What  do  ye  here^»when  ye  are  come?  Do 
ye  hear  the  word  of  God  merely  as  an  idle  tale? 
Do  ye  put  truths,!^  yourfelves,  and  apply  them 
to  others  I  Do  y/e,  foiffer  your  minds  to  roam  up 
and  down  upon  the-mountains  of  vanity,  looking 
at  this  or  xhe  other.j  thmg  or  perfon  >■  Do  ye  ob- 
ferve  more  the  w^  of  die  truth's  being  Ipoken, 
^han  the  truth  of  God  itlelf?  Are  >;ou  more  intent 
ia  obferving  the  inftrunient  than  in  liflenirig  to 
'  G        -'•    *  the 
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the  vt>ice  ©f  God?  Let  y<>iir  con&iences  (peak, 
and  I  ani  fure  a  great  many  <rf*thefe  evils  ye  turill 
find  yourlelvefs  guilty  of.  (3.)  ^  woald  pole  you,  as^ 
to  the  ^uit  of  thcle  approaches.  What  good  get 
ye  for  your  coming  ?  Do  ye  get  cohviftions,  and 
jfhift  them  ?  iDp  ye  get  calls,  and  fit  them  ?  Do  ye 
hear  reproofs,  and  hate  them  ?  Do  ye  hear,  inftra- 
ftions,  and  forget  them  ?  Who  of  you  can  clear 
yourfelves  of  thefe  fins  ?  Sms  doi^  in  the  very  pre** 
fence  of  God,  fins  -wherein  his  honour  and  gk> 
ry  is  in  a  more  than  ordinary  n^anner  cofiOcrn- 
ed,  becaufe  they  do  extremely  refleft  upon  k. 
*  2.  We  {hall  next  follow  yo^  to  yoax  employ^ 
ments,  and  enquire  a  little  what  your  carriage  is 
there,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  of  you  have 
feme  honeft  occupation  or  other.  If  there  be  4ny 
who  have  not,  thcfe  pcrfons,  as  they  fin  in  want^- 
ing,  becaufe  thereby  they  idie,away God's  talents; 
fo  they  ly  open  to  all  fins.  Norw^>  foch  o(  you  as  have 
.empIoyment9>  I  (hall  defire  you  to  anlWer  i*n«  a 
ftw  queftions  in  reference  to  your  deportrtient  in. 
them.  And,  (i.)  I  would  know  if  ye  did  con- 
fiilt  God  in  the  choice  of  them. ^  Did  ye  make  it 
your  endeavour  to  underftand  what  God  wascal- 
Kng  you  to  ?  God,  eitlier  by  giving  a  man  fpecial 
endowments,  a  peculiargenius,  with  other  congniy 
ous  cirqimftances,  or  by  hedging  up  the  way  to 
Sili  othpr  employments,'  or  (bme  one  fiich  provi* 
clential  way  or  other,  calls  every  one  to  a  particu- 
lar employmei>t.  And  therefor?,  when  we  engage 
In  any,  we  fliould  endeavour  to  iinderftand  God's 
mind  in  it,  what  it  is  our  duty  to  do ;  for  we  are 
commanded,  in  all  our  ways,  to  acknowlege  God, 
Pro  v.  ill.  6.  In  all  thy  ways  ackncnvlege  him,  and 
he  Jhall  dire^i  thy  paths.  Now,  did  ye,  in  this^ 
ftep  o^  your  way,  acknowlege  God,  I  mttan,  in 
/  --  the 
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theichoke  of  your-ei»ployments  ?  I  fear  few  dare 
fay  that  they  bowed  their  knee  to  God  to  crave 
hisdireftion.  Wfiil-^thtfn,  hew  ywii*  iniquities 
have  found  you  out/  '<20*  ^^^  J^  ^  ^<>d  before 
you  iir^foiloMdngyour^mplbymentd?  Do  ye  make 
it  yoor  bofin^sfs  laknow  how  ye  may  glorify  God 
in  them  ?  "WhatfiveV  we  do,  we  are  obliged  to  do 
it  to  «he  glory  ^cf  God.  let  conftlehce  now 
fpcak,  and  it  wiB  teU  niany  of  you.  That  to  this 
very  day  ye' never  *ad  a  thought  of  j«-omoting  the 
gl<«?yj  of  God  lyy  y«wi*  ewiployrfi^iSCi  So  that 
hetse  yoQ  af e  foafid  ^ilty,  not  ol^iferhe  one  fin 
only,  but  of  a  traft^of  fin,  and  that  ev^^n  from  the 
momit>g  of  your  day,  continued  till  now,  (3.) 
Do  ye  depend  upon  God  for  a  bleffing  upon  fhe 
work  of  your  hands?  Whpof  you  dare  fay,  That 
however  ye  do  ule  rrjeans  diligently;  ye*,  it  is  to 
God' ye  look  for  the  bfeffing  ?.  And  are  ye  earneft 
in  dealing  with  God  that  he  may  fucceed  the 
works  of  ydur  hands,  and  make  you  profper  in 
them  ?  (4O  To  whom  do  ye  attribute  the  fuccefi 
of  Aem?  When  the  Lord  fiicceeds  the  work  of 
yoor  hands,  do  ye  heartily  blefi  God  for  it?  Dare 
ye  fiy.  That  this  leads  you  to  praile  the  God  of 
your  mercies,  and  to  walk  humbly  before^  him, 
who  deals  kindly*  even  with  the  unthankftil  and 
finners,  and  has  given  a  proof  of  this,  in  giving 
you  foccefs  in  thefe  employments  T  (5.)  When 
ye  are  iuccdfsfol  in  them,  what  uife  make  ye  of 
your  Ibcceft  ?  Docs  it  engage  you  to  the  ways  of 
God,  and  make  you  walk  more  humbly  ?  or  are 
ye  lifted  up,  arid  forget  yourfelves,  and  forget  the 
Lord?  And  do  ye  Ipend  upon  the  fervice  of  fin 
what  the  Lord  has  gracioufly  given  10  yoii  ?  Sure, 
if  ye  confcientioufly  put  th6'ie  quefiions  home  to 
G  2       .  V.        your 
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your  own.  hearts,  they  vSU  difcovor  very  much 
fin.  s  But^  ' 

3.  Wc  (hall  in  the  nelct  place  take  a  vie^nr  of 
you  in  your  converfe  inrtlie  wodd,  > and  there  fee 
whether,  we  can  find  yoUiguilty  of  fin  orinot. 
And  with  refpeft  to  your  CQJ»Ve«fe  ia  the  world,  I 
would  pole  you  upon  a  few  thingsi*    And^ 

1;.  I  put  the  queftion.toyou,  What  company 
do  ye  make' choice  of?  Do  y«iciioofe  thc:cotopa- 
ny  of  them,  ^at  fear  God,  or 'the  company  of  ir- 
religious pfT^fls  ?  I  am  fiire,  if  itajay  of  you  deal 
impartially. 5J^ith  your  own  hearts  in  this  matter, 
ye  will  find  guilt.  Youi"'  conictences  can.  tell, 
That  you, have  the  greatcfi  intimacy  with,  perfons 
who  have  no  religion,  perfons  who  have^no/Jr^r 
of  God  before  their  eyes ;  ,not*  regarding  whatrthc 
wife  man  long  ago  obferved,  That  he  that.w^Iks 
with  the  'wifefhall  be  wije^'  but  a  ccfmpunioh  of 
foohjhallbe  deflroyed^  Prov,  xiii.  20.  And  fiich 
are  all  irreligious  men  in  .God's  account.  I  would 
not  be  underftood  to  extend  this  too  far,^as  ibme; 
through  a  mifiake  dangerous  enough,  do,  as  if 
thereby  we  were  forbid  dvU  or  neighbourly  con* 
verfe  with  perfons  that  are  not  reKgioujs;  for' this 
is  not  only  lawfiil,  but  a  duty ;  we  baVo  not  only 
Icripture  commands  to  this  puy)ofe,  but  the  very 
law  of  nature  obliges  us  to  it :  and  we'are  fiire,God 
did  never  by  any  pofitive  precept  enjoin  us  any 
thing  contrary  to  this.  Nay^  upon  the  contrar}^, 
we  fee  plainly,  That  a  walk  according  to  the  lav^ 
of  nature  in  this  matter,  is  highly  congruous  to 
religion.  If  fiich  perfons  do  vifit  us,  we  may 
vifit  them  again,  and  carry  it  friendly.  This  is 
one  part  of  that  courteoufiiefs  that  the  apoftle  Pe- 
'  ter  enjoins  us,  i  Pet.  iii.  8.  finally y  be  ye  all  of 
one  7nindf  having  compajffiQn  one  of  ^mother  ;  love 
'     "  '       ^^ 
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as  brethr^MyJh^  pitifulj  be  courteous.  And  where- 
as the  refuftl  of  civil  converfe,  in  enquiring  after 
one  another's  health,  vifiting  at  feme  tinies,'  and 
the  like  afts  of  kindnefs,  is  looked  upon  by  fbme 
sis  a  piece  of  ftriftnels  and  perfeftion,  it  is  quite  o- 
therwife;  for  the  very  contrary  is  determined  to 
be  a  piece  of  a  perfeftion,  by  our  great  Lord  and 
Alafter,  who  is  the  beft  judge,  Matth.  v.  47,  48.' 
^ndif  ye fdlute your  brethren  only  fVjhat  do  ye  more 
than  others  ?  do  hot  even  the  publicans  fo  ?  Be 
therefore  per feBy  even  as \y our  father  'which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfe£l,  *  The  plain  meaning  of  which' 
is  this,  A  Chriftian  fhould  be  a  man  every  way 
beyond  others,  and  (hould  have  Ibmething  pecu- 
liar in  the  whole  of  his  conduft  ;  but  if  ye  de^l 
only  civilly  and  neighbourly  with  thefe  of  your 
own  perfiiafion,  with  thefe  who  in  every  thing  do 
jiimp  with*  you,  wherein  do  ye  go  beyond  the 
publicans  and  finners,  the  nK)ft  fignally  impious 
wretches  that  the  "World  can  fliew  again  ?  E^^en 
thieves  and  robbers  will  keep  Ibme  correfpondence 
and  civility  to\^ard  thefe  of  their  own  fort;  but 
chriftian  perfeftion  calls  for  more  enlargement  of 
ibul,  and  requires  that  we  carry  obligingly  to  all, 
and  perform^  as  occafion  calls,  ail  the  duties  of 
love,  which  comprehend  certainly Hhefe  of  civil 
converfe  and  neighbourlinefs,  as  the  apoftle  puts 
beyond  all'queftion,  i  Cor.x.  27.  If  any  of  them 
that  believe  natj  bid  you  to  a  feajly  and  ye  be  dtp:' 
pofed  to  go;  ivhatfoever  is  fet  before  you  f  eat  ^a  (king 
no  quejiion  for  confciencefake.  Thus  we  lee  Chri- 
ftians  are'allowed  to  converle  civilly  with  thefe 
who  are  unbelievers.  And  indeed  not  to  do  fo, 
has  a  tendency  to  bring-the  way  of  God  iilto  con- 
tempt,' and  to  make  reRglon  to  be  evil  fpoken  of,, 
and  is-  contrary  tQ  the  j/ery  Ipirit  of  the  gofpel,  acfd 
G  3  to 
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thefb  maay  exprds  comnmnds  vrhich  we  have  oC 
adorning  the  golpei,  and ;  of  cpnyerfing,  io  %». 
thereby  we  may  leave  a  teftirr>ony  upon  the  iron's 
fciences  of  men.  Nay,  it  is  to  bear  witnefs  a- 
gainft  God's  ^podneft,  and  ;to  rub  fbame  upon. 
Qur  religion,  .as  if  it  did  narrow  our  fouls j  and 
make  us  defective  in  thefo  duties  which  it  obliges 
us  to  aboupd  in.  Butthough  what  we  hive  feid 
doth  condemn  the  unchriftian  rigidity  of  feme, 
yet  it  wil)  not  juftify  the  unwarrantable  choices  of 
perfons  who  have  no  religion,. ,  for  our  intimates^ 
or  for  our  ordinary  and  daily  compianions.  No, 
we  are  obliged  to  guard  againii  t}iis.  If  we  do 
this,  Ave  ar^  out  of  our  duty,  and  therefore  have 
noreafon  to  promife  to  ourfelves  God's  protefti- 
on.  A  perfonthat  walks,  that  ordinaply  converfes; 
with  (uch  men,  has  realon  tp  fear  that  the  Lord 
may  leave  him  to  become  lifce  to  them:  and  this 
intimacy,  I  fear,   is  what  moft  of  you  are  guilt- 

z.   r  would  aik  you,    What  company  do  ye 
delight  moft  in  t     This  is  a  great  indication  of 
the  frame  of  the  heart,     A  man  that  ukes  moft 
ple^fiit-c  in  the  company  of  irreligious  perfons,  ^ 
furely  fins  in  it.     Sonie,   when  'they  are  in  the 
company  of  the  godly,  carry  it  as  if  they  thought 
themfelves  in  fetters  j  and  when  ever  they  get  out, 
of  it,  to  their  own  companions  again^  their  minds 
are  at  eafe,  and  they  find  latisfaftion ;   as  a  maa 
dpth  that  is  looied  out  of  the  ftocks.    Are  there, 
none  here  whole  confoiei^ces  can  tell  them  that, 
they  are  of  this  number  ?  Let  fijch  look  tp  the  i . 
Pial.  and  ii  ver.  and  there  they  will  fe^  how.  far 
ot;herwi/e  they  ought  to  carry  it. 

3.  I  would  further  put  the  queftion  to  you, . 
What  converge  do  you  deligh^t  ia?  Some,  it.nwy, 

be. 
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be,  like  well  enough  the  company  of  peribtls  that 
are  religious ;  but  it  is  not  for.  their  religious  con* 
verfe,  but  becaufe  they  are  affable^  diicreet,  learn- 
ed, judicious,  or  harve  ibme  other  fuch  qualifica- 
tions as  thefe.;  If  any  of  you  lay  yc  love  th^l 
company  of  religious  peripn^ ;  is  it  for  the  religi- 
on of  their  converfe?  I  fear  few  can  lay  it.  And 
therefore  few  can  lay  they  are  clean  in  this  matter. 
I  (hall  not  undertake  to  difeourfe  of  all  the  fins  of 
converfe:  it  were  almoft  endlels.  Only  I  would, 
with  relpeft  to  your  converfe,  defire  you  every 
night  to  put  a^queftion  or  two  to  your  own  hearts, 
and  thereby  you  will  difcover  much  fin.  (i.) 
Say,  Tell  nxe  now,  O  my  (bul,  what  have  I  been 
doing  in  company?  Have. I  bridled  my  tongue? 
Have  I  kept  it  firom  vain,  idle  and  fruitlefs  dit 
courfe,  this  day  in  company  with  others  ?  James 
i,  26.  If  any  man  among  ymfecm  to  be  religious y 
and  bri/ileth  not  his  tongue y  but  deceive fk  his  own 
hearty  that  man's  religion  is  vain:  and  confe: 
quently  all  he  doth  is  fin.  (2.)  Have  /endeavoured 
to  be^^/^i/i^inmy  difcourfe?  Eph.iv.  29.  Let  no 
corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  your  mouthy 
but  that  which  is  g^dy  to  the  ufe  of  edifyingy  that 
it  may  minijier  grace  to  the  hearers.  (3.)  Have 
\Jpoken  evil  of  no  body  ?  Tit.  iii.  2.  Put  them  in 
mind  tojpeak  evil  of  no  man;  for  we  mrfelves  al' 
fo  were Jbmetimes  foolifhy  difobedienty  etc.  i  Pet. 
ii.  I .  Whereforey  laying  afide  all  malice y  and  all 
guile  and  hypoerijiesy  and  envies  y  and  all  evil 
fpedkingSy  as  newborn  babes  defire  the  fincere 
nfilk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.  One 
that  would  obferve  the  ordinary  converfe  of  moll 
part  of  people,  would  be  ready  to  think,  that  ei- 
ther they  never  read  or  heard  thefe  laws,  or  that 
they  never  obferved  what  they  he^rd»  Look  to 
G  4  your- 
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yourftlves  here,  and  objferve  your  own  ways,  and 
O  what  fin  will- appear  in  them  I  Tbefe  three 
queftions  will  di  (cover  almoft  innumerable  firis 
every  day:  and  if  one  day  have  fo  many,  what 
will  many  'days  have  ?  Nay^  how  jnany  fitis  in 
Ibme  months  or  years  will  you  be  guilty  of?-  But, 
4.  If  we  proceed  to  confider  you  as  you  are  re- 
lated toothers,  we  will  be  fure  tq  make  further 
difcoveries  of  fin  in  your  carriage.  All  of  you 
fland  ibme  one  or  more  ways  related  to  others; 
ye  are  either  mafters  or  fervants,.  parents  or  chil- 
drens,hu{bands  or  wives:  now  every  one  of  thefe 
relationsxhave  peculiar  duties  belonging  to  them; 
and  lay  thefe  who  contract  fuch  relartions,  under 
peculiar  obligations  to  walk  according  to  the  rules 
prefcribed  them  of  God :  and  therefore  we  may 
and  do  fin,  in  walking  contrary  to  thefe  divine 
prefcriptions.  We  (hall  not  attempt  to  mention 
the  particular  fins  you  may  be  guilty  of  in  your 
ieveral  relations;  this  were  a  work  that  would  al- 
inoft  be  endlefs  :  therefore  we:fhall  only. pitch  up- 
on fome  generals  which  may  dilcover  to  your 
•conlciences  that  ye  fin  in  all' of  them*  (i.)  ^ 
lay  moft  Qf  you  do  fin  in  coi^trafting  thefe  rela,ti- 
ons.  Hpw  few  mafters  daris  iay,  That  in  the 
choice  of  thdr  fervants,  they  went  to  God  for 
counfel?  And  how  few  mafters  can  fay,.that  ever 
they  ackiiowleged  God  in  the  choice  of  their  fer- 
vants ?  Nay,  It  may,,  when  ye  have  been  anxi- 
oufly  defirou&  to  have  good  fervants,  even  then 
ye  have  not  been  at  pains  to  confult  God ;  not 
minding  that  gracious  dire<Elion  that  is  given  by 
the;  Spirit  of  God,  Phil.  iv.  6.  Be  careful  for  m- 
thing ;  hut  in  tvery  thing  by  prayer  andfupplfcaU' 
ofTy  with  thank/giving;^  let  your  r^uejh  be  made 
kno-wn  mt^  God\  Nay,  is  it  not  jto  bie  feared,  That 
\  *  in 
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in  the  choice  of  bufbands  and^vives.  Few  do  en- 
quire'^the  mind  of  God?  Now,  I  am  fiire,  if  ye 
deal  impartially  with  your  own  hearts,  ye  will 
find  that  here  ye  have  finned,  ^nd  have  not  ac- 
knowleged  God  vti  your  ways.     (2.)  Do  ye  feck 
.direftion  oFGod,  how  to  carry  in  your  relations? 
I  fear  the  confeiences  of  many  of  you  can  tell, 
that  ye  never  are  at  pains  to  enquire  in  reference 
'to  the  duties  called  for  at  your  hands.     Moft  are 
quick  fighted  enough  in  obferving  the  advantages 
or  di (advantages  that  redound  to  their  tempojal  ' 
concerns  by  thefe  relations,  but  have  never  a  (e- 
rious 'thought  of  the  duties  called  for  at  their  hand; 
and  therefore,  herein  ye  may  all  in  more  or  left 
find  yourfelv^s  guilty.    <3.)  Do  ye  make  it  your 
aim  to  promote  the  fpiritual  advantage  of  your  re- 
lations ?  Servants,  do  ye  pray  for  Vour  mafters  ? 
Mailers,  do  ye  pray  for  your  fervants,  that  they 
'may  be  acquainted  with  God's  ways  ?  If  not,  fure- 
ly  ye  fm ;  for  prayers  are  to  be  made  for  ail,  but 
in  a  (pecial  manner  for  tho(e  in  whom  we  have  fo 
peculiar  concernment.     Nay,  we  feai^,  which  is 
yet  more  fad,  that  there  are  not  a  few  hufbands 
and  wives,    parents  knd  children,  who  pray  not 
'for  one  another.  How  (ad  is  it  to  thinks  that  there 
(hould,  in  theffe  relations,  be  fo,  much  care  for  the 
outward  man,  -and  fo  little  for  the  inwiud  ?  The 
parent  will  t<=41  himfelf  night  and  day  before  the 
child  want  bread,  and  it  may  be  fo  will  the  child 
do  for  the  parent;  and  yet,  it  may  be,  never  one 
of  them  fpent  an  hour  in  \xrreftling  with  God  a-, 
'  bout  one  anorhers  eternal  ialvation.  Arc  there  no 
confeiences  here  this  day  accufing  any  of  fins  in 
this  matter  ?  Sure  I  am,  there  are  here  who  have 
'  ground  fiifficicnt  for  -accufation. 

5.  We  (haU  foUow  you  into  your  clofets>  and 

^..  there 
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.there  a  Ktde  epqnire  wbat^ye  do,    (i.)  Whe- 
ther take  ye  nxoft  time  in  the  morning  for  adorn- 
ing your  fouls,  or  for  adorning  your  bodies?  I 
fear  the  foul  gets  the  leaft  part  rfyour  tin^:  nay, 
it  may  be,  fome  of  you  will-go  abroad  to  your  em- 
ployments, arid  never  bow  a  knee  to  God,    Sure, 
here  is*  fin  enough  to  fink  you  kwvcr  than  the 
grave.     (2.)  If  you  do  pray  in  fccret,  iwrhat  kads 
'you  to  it  ?  Is  it  confoicnce  of  duty?  Is  it  cuftom, 
or  fome  foch  principle  as  this  ?  I  fear  few  can  fay, 
that  when  they  gp  to  prayer,  they  do  it  fi^raa 
fincere  reQ>eft  to  their  duty;  and  therefore  I  fear, 
but  few  can  juftify  themfelves  as  to  their  defign 
in  the  duty.    (3.)  When  you  do  pray,  is  itabur* 
den  to  you  J  Are  ye  foon  Svcary  bf  it,  and  glad 
when  it  is  over  and  by;  hand,   as  it  were  ?  i  fear 
mofi;  of  your  confoieiftces  can  tell  that  it  is  indeed 
fo,  that  ye  lay  of  the  fervice  of  God,  What  a  bur- 
den is  it  to  you?    (4.)  Once  more  I  would  aft 
yoii,  What  good  get  ye  by  your  prayers  ?  Can  ye 
ever  fay,   that  you  were  heard?  Can  ye  ever  fay, 
ye  received  grace  for  enabling  you  to  the  confci- 
entious  difcharge  of  any  duty  ?  Moft  part,  I  fear, 
can  .fay  no  more  of  their  prayers,  but  that  they 
prayed,   orVather  have  (aid  words,  without  any 
ienfe,  either  of  the  advantage  of  doing  fo,  or  of 
the  ne?d  they  fland  in  of  the  things  they  afk  of 
God  in  prayers  doth  not  conicience  tell  that  it  is 
fo  with  rnany  of  you  ? 

6.  Andi  lajily^  I  would  come  a  little  neaw  for 
'  the  difcovery  of  your  finfulnefs,  I  have  a  quofli- 
on  or  two  to  put  to  you,  in  reference  to  your 
thoughts.  And,  (i .)  I  afk  you,  What  thoughts 
aipj  moft  numerous  ?  Whether  fpend  ye  manieft 
thoughts  about  your  fouls,  or  about  your  bodies  j 
ftbom  God  or  abopt  xht  wojrld;  about  other 
. .  ,    things 
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things  that  contribute  nothing  to  your  happinds, 
or  about  that  which  tends  to  the  eternal  fecnrity 
of  your  Ibuls^  Here  if  yc  kiok  in,  you  will  fold 
crouds  of  fins.  <2.)'  WJiat  thoughts  take  ye 
jtioOl  delight  in  ?  If  theft  be  carnal  and  earthly, 
then  fiich  is  your  mind;  and  to  be  carrially  mind* 
edis  deathy  Ronwviii.  6.  (3.)  What  thoughts  da 
ye  allow  yourielves  in  ?  and  to  what  Ibrt  of  then» 
do  ye  give  way  ?  If  thefe  be  not  fuch  as  make  for 
the  glory  of  God,  then  here,  ye  are  found  guilty 
before  God. 

Now,  we  have  done  with  you  of  a  middle  age ; 
in  what  we  have  faid  for  your  conviftion,  we  have 
rather  mentioned  fuch  things  as  are  unqueflion- 
ably  finful,  than  endeavoured  to  reftrift  ourfelve^ 
to  theie  fms  that  are  peculiarly  incident  to  your 
age.  This  we  have  willingly  Ihiinned,  becaufe  it 
would  have  obliged  us  to  ipend  almoll  as  many 
fermons/ as  there  are  different  ways  of  life  to 
which  perfons  of  this  age  do  betake  tbemfelves. 
Before  I  proceed  to  the .  third  fort  of  perfons,  I 
ftiall  put  a  few  qucftions  to  you.  (i.)  Though 
ye  had  been  guilty  of  no  more  fins,  (ave  thefe 
which  we.  charged  not  long  ago  upon,  children, 
would  not  thefe  have  been  fiifficient  to  have  ruined 
you?  (2.)  What  will  then  your  cafe  be,  who  have 
over  and'above  all  thefe  which  we  have  now  laid 
to  your  charge,  and  referred  to  your  own. con-' 
feiences  for  proof  of  what  we  have  laid?  (3.} 
When  generals  make  you  guilty  of  fb  many  fins, 
what  will  particulars  do  I  When  ye  are  found 
guilty  fb  many  ways  in  your  thoughts  or  words; 
for  example.  What  will  be  your  cafe,  when  you 
are  , brought  to  particulars?  If  ye  may  fin  by 
(peaking  idly,  by  fpeaking  ill  of  others,  what  will 
it  amount^tp^  when  every  particular  idle  word 

fhall 
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fhall  be  charged  upon  you?  (4.)  If  every  fin  de- 
ferves  the  wrath  of  God,  what  wUl  be  tl\e  cafe  of 
thqfe  who  fhall  ftep  into  eternity,  laden  with  all 
thefe  innumerable  evils  ?  HoW  many  hells  will 
-their  one  hell  have  in  it  ? 

Think,  and  think  ferioufly,  upon  thefe  things, 
and  1  believe  ye  will  find  it  hard  to  reft  iatisfied, 
till  ye  underftand  how  fiich  vaft  debts  may  be  dif^ 
charged,  and  how  ye  (hall  andver  when  reproved 
for  S)  many,  and  fo.grcat  offences^  Think  on 
thefe  things,  I  fay,  and  dwell  upon  the  thoughts^ 
of  them,  till  ye  be  made  to  fee  your  own  mifeiy, 
and  thea  the  news  of  a  faviour  will  be  welcome. 

I  (hall  now  proceed,  in  the  /Wr^/ place,  toQ>eak 
to  you  who  are  old  men.  Ye  whole  faces  ^ak 
your  age,  and  tell  that  ye  are  quickly  to  be  gone; 
we  arc  now  particulaFly  to  addrels  ourfelves  to 
you,  and  to  make  good  our  charge  of  fin  againfl 
you,  from  inconteftablc  evidences  and  proofs. 
Give  ear  therefore,  old  men  and  old  women ;  tho* 
you  be  polling  off  the  flage,  and,  it  may  be,  are 
within  a  few  removes  of  eternity,  yet  ye  have  not 
perhaps^ duly  confidered  your  own  flate  and  con*, 
dition :  we  mufl  tell  you  in  God*s  name,  ■  ye  have 
finned  and  come/hort  of  his  glory.  And  for  proof- 
of  this,  • 

I.  We  need  go  no  further  than  your  very  fa-  " 
ces.  .  What  has  confumed  your  youthful  beauty  ? 
What  has  turned  that  fhioothnefs  which  in  the 
■  days  of  your  youth  was,  it  may  be,  your;  own  de- 
light, and  that  of  others,  into  thefe  many  wrinkles 
which  now  every  one  fees,  and  ye  may  feel?  has 
not  fin,  or  God,  upon  the  account  of  fin^  done 
it?  Thou  hafi  filled  me  with'  wrinkles ^  fays  Job, 
which  is  ajwitnefi  againfi  me,  and  my  leamefs* 
rifing  up  in  m^,  bcar^th  witnejs  to  rny  fince^  Job 
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xvi.  g.  If  ye  be  not  iimers^  tell  me,  I  pray, 
-whence  are  thrunfteady  hands,  the  dim  eyes,  the 
xnouldred  teeiji,  that  palene(s  of  the  viiage,  that  ap- 
proaches near  to  the  colour  of  that  mould  mto 
-which  a  Uttie  hence  ye  are  tot  be  turned  ?  Are  not 
all  theft  things  proofs  of  yoqr  guilt,  and  witneffes  - 
againftyou? 

2.  Have  not  ye  paft  ihrough  childhood  an  A 
youth  J  and  have  not  ye  the  fins  done  in  thefe 
ages  toacc6ii^atfor  ?  What,  bow  many,  and  how 
grievous  thty  are,  ye  may  in'  fome  meafure  un- 
derftand,  from-  what  has  been  difcourfed  oh  this 
head  lbme;days  paft.  Now,  fure  if  your  conftri- 
ences  have  been  awake  all  the  \yhile,  you  might 
miderftand  your  concernment  in  theft  things,  and 
hbw  deeply  guilty  ye  are,  though  ye  had  no  more 
to  account^for  but  theft.  It  is  accounted,  by  the 
Ipirit  of  Gbd>  to  be  one  oP  the  great  miferies  of 
the  wicked,  that  they  (hall  ly  down  tn  their' 
graves  with  their  bones  full  of  the  fins  of  theit 
,  youth .  His  bdnes  are  full  of  the  fins  of  his  youth  ^ 
which  Jhall  ly  dcm)n  tvith  him  in  the  dufly  Job 
XX.  1 1 .  Theft,  though  there  were  n©  more,  will 
rot  your  bodies,  gnaw  your  hearts,  and  make  you 
loft  the  repofe  wl^ch  many  times  ye  prop6fe  to 
yourfelves  in  the  grave. 

3.  Ye  'have  had  muc^  time,  and  have,  no  " 
doubt,  loft  much  time.  Many  precious  houfs  and 
days  and  years  are  fpent  and  gone,  aijid  nothing, 
or  nodiing  to  purpoft,  done  in  them.  And  for 
evincing  this,  I  Ihall  put  a  few  <juertions  to  you  a* 
bout  the  improvement ^of  your  time.  ( i .)  What 
have  ye  done  for  God  in  it  ?  The  great  bufineft  ye 
came  into  the  world  for,  the  great  defign  of  yoirtr 
creation,  was  the  advancement '  of  the  glory  of 
Goiii     The  l^rd  bath  m^de  all  things  for  himfelf^ 

and 
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andevin  the  wicked  f^r  ike  day  sfevir^^rov.  xvi, 
4.  Now  are  there  noviiid  men,  ami  oM  women 
her^,  who  have  lived  all  dieir  daya,  and  darfe  not 
fey  that  to  thfe  very  day  thcyewr  had  a  fmovts 
thought  of  advancwr^  the  glory  of  God  ?  To'ilich 

mifre  ^f  Ye  have  hitherto  dooe  nothiJig  but  fin- 
ned; your  whole  life  has  been  noting  but  one 
(iontiftued  ttaft  of  fin.  As  many  thoughts,  as  ma- 
ay  words,  as  many  aftipns,  (b  ma3!iy..fiDs.  ■  (2.) 
What;  have  ye  don^  for  ihe  churchkof-pod? .  Evc- 
ly  one  is  obliged  to:  do  fomething  or.otberi^for.the 
church,  P&lm.  cxxii.  6,  7.  Pray  for  tie  ^ace  of 
Jerufalem;  theyjhaliprojper  that  love  ihce:.  Peace 
he  within  thywaUsf  and  prufperity  within  f hy  fa- 
hccs..  For  my  Inrthren  and  cf/mf<miQ.m  fakes  I 
will  nonii  fay i  Peaicebeiifithinthee:  hecaufeof  the 
hfiuT^ifthe  Lord  our-Cod^  I  nffifl  feek}  thy  good. 
Now,  ar^  there  not  old  men  android  women 
heciCi  who  never  ftied  one  tear  for  thefc  church  of 
God,  who  ne^ver  were  concerned  fbr  its  weUare? 
J  fear  there  are  not  a  few  here,  even  old  pet>ple, 

'  irho  have  feen  many  chaJOges,  but  llJever  had  any 
concern  for  jlie  church  of  God,  If  their  .private 
worldly  concerns  weiit  well  with  them,  it  was  all 
a  matter  to  ibem  v^hat  became  of  religion  j  let  it 
fink  or  Avim,  it  was  all  pne  to  thenau  ^  Such  arc 
gricYOttS  finoers  -before  the  Lord.  (3.)  What 
have  ye. done  for  your  fouls  ?  The  Lord  has  given 

^  ^ery  one  of  us  a  great  work  to.  do.  We  have 
wr  felvation  to  workout  with  fear  and  trembling; 
He  has  given  us  aday  to  do  it  in ;  and  that  day  is 
.10  be  follow.ed  with  an  evening  wherein  none 
eanwork.  Now,  what  of  this  work  is»  by  hand? 
¥our  day  is  almoft  Ipent:  is  it  not  the  twilight 
\^ith  many  of  you  already  I  I  feat,  I  fear,  there 
are  here  old  mei^  over  whom  the  ihadows  of  the 

'  ..  .,  '  ever- 
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^verWKngcvcfting  art  jaft  ready  to  be  ftretdicd 
fojthywko  have  their -work  yet  to  begin.  O  (ad  zai 
ixkoumful  condSiiont  A  great  work  to  b^ini  a 
MTork  that  hatK-ooft  many  waking  nights,  and  fore 
toil  and  labour  for  many  years  ;  and  this  ye  have^ 
to  be;g^n  now,  when  your  day  is  almofl  gone^ 
when  your- Sun  ig  fetting,  is  a$  it  were  going  in 
over  the  hil},  and  ready  immediately  to  dump 
down,  and  le&ve  you  in  eternal  night  1  This  cafe 
ixrere  enough  ev^i  to  rend  a  heart  of  ftone,  and  to 
force  tears  from  a  rock,  if  duly  coofidened.  O 
what  fin,  what  folly,  what  miiery  is  there  here! 
4.  You  have  (een  many  provklenoes,  botfafoch 
at  were  of  a; more  puMic  nature,  and  concerned 
the  ftate  of  «be  churcl^  of  God  ia.general,  and  fxxh 
as  concerned  yoorielv«$  more  particuiairly.  Now 
heise  I  ageiin  enquire,  <i.)  What  obiervatiani» 
have  yc  made?-  The  providenocs  of  God  deferva 
to  have  a  peculiar  remark  put  upon  them.  Re* 
member  that  thou  inagntfy  his  luorks  v)hichmen  hcj 
holdy  Job  3BUCTi.  24.  is.  a  command  of  God  that 
extends  to  all :  and  it  is  a  grievous  (In,  for  which 
^e  find  a  profeffing  people  heavily  threatened^ 
that  they  did  not  regard  the  Lord's  doings.  Wa 
unto  them  that  rife  up  early  in  the  mornings  th^ 
they  may  folUrm  Jirong  drink j  that  continue  until 
night  till  wine  inflame  Shem :  and  the  harp  and  the 
viol  J  the  tahret  and  the  pipe,  and  win^  are  in  their 
feafts:  but  they  regard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord^ 
neither  confider  the  operation  efhis  hand^-p  Ila,.  v» 
II,  12.  Now,  are  there  not.  many  providencefi 
loft,  and  therefore  as  many  fins  ^  (2.)  What  expe^ 
riences  have  ye  got  ?  Many  providences  afford 
many  experiences :  and  they  who  have  mapaged 
thenv  to  advantage,  have  rea;^ed  notable  advan* 
ta^s  by  them,  for  tbeir  confirnuttiogin  the  ways 
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^  of  God:  and  if  ye  have  not  done  ib»  ye  have  .as 
ikiany  fins.,  as  ye  have  loft  experiences.  (3.) 
Where  have  they  left  you?  nearer  or  further  off 
from  God  than  they  found  you  ?  Every  providence^ 
jnercy  or  judgmeat  that  has  not  brought  you  near- 
er CO  God,  has  carried  you  further  ftooa  him  y  and 
confequently  therein  ye  have  finned^  O  what 
multitudes  of  frns  are  here  I  .;   .  ' 

;    5.  As  you  are  guilty  by  committing  fins  of  your 

^  own^  (b  you  have  contrafted  much  guilt  by  feebg 
other  men  fin,  when  ye  have  not  been  fiutabiy 
cxercifed  therewith.  -That  we  flxoidd  be  exoraied 
with  other  mens  fins^  the  (cripture  makes  menti- 
on exprcfly.  '  >Jaw>  that  I 'may  let.yo'a  fee' how 
ja&tany^  ways  ye  have  fimied  here,  I  pole  you  upon 
vu^  (i.)  You  have  fecn  many  fins  ccrmml'tted; 
what  teftimonies  have  you  given  agdiiift  them  ? 
Every  one  that  fees  God  dilhohaared>  .(hopld  give 
a  teftimony  for  him^  cither  by  reproving  fin,  ac- 
em-ding  to  the  direfticin  of  the  apoiWei  Eph.  v.  11. 
Have  no  fellowjhip  'mitk  the  mfrmtfyl  ^w^rks  of 
darknefs,  but  rather  '.repmve  thmk;  or  by  with- 
drawing from. the ibciety  of  iudT,acc<^tng  to  the 
command  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  :.bids  us  C7d 
from  the  prefende  of  afo^HJh  man^  when  we  per* 
ieive  hofin  him  the  lips  of  knowkge^  Prov,  xiv. 
7 .  For.  fometi  mes  any  other  reproof,  than  by  with- 
drawing may  be.improper ;  for  die  wife  man 
forbids  us  »to  reprove  a  /corner  lefl  he  hate  us^ 
Pf-ov.  ix.  8,  or  if  this  cannot  be  gol  done,  with- 
^t  the  negle£t  of  iiioral  duties^  there  is  yet  ano- 
ther ^ay  we  may  give  a  teftimony  againft  fin,  and 
ihat  ig,  by  a  circumfpeft  ^walk,  evidencing  a  re- 
gard to  God,  a  belief  of  his  threatenings,  and  the 
advantage  of  religion.  Thus  Noah  rcprpved 
or  condemned  the  .old  world,  .Heb;.  id,  7.  Now 
«-  V  *     (peak, 
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^aky  old  finnerg,  'Wfiat  teftimonies  of  this  fort- 
have  ye  given  againft  finf  As  many  as  ye  have 
neglefted,  as  many  fins  ye  ftand  guilty  of  before 
the  Lol-d.  (2.)  Ye  have  -fteri^  many  fins';*  how 
.many  tears  have  ye  fhed  ?  I  fear  there  are  here  old 
men  and  old  women,  who  never  fighed,  who 
TiGSGr  groned  or  cried,  for  all  the  abominations 
that  diey  have  (eerucomrriitted  in  our  land.  '  It  is 
our  duty  to  Mourn  for  the  fins  of  others;  There 
is  a  mark  of  prefervation  ordered  to  be  put  upon 
the  ford=i€^ds  of  them  that  m'ourn  for  the  fins  of 
the  land  wherein  they  live,  Ezek.  ix.  4^  And  the 
Lord  (aid  ninto  the  man  that  had  the  writer's  ink- 
horn  by  his  fide.  Go  through  the  mid  ft  of  the  city, 
through  the  midft  of  Jerufalemy  and  fit  a' mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  figh\  and  that  > 
cry  for  all  the  abominations  thkt  be  done  in  the 
midft  thereof  And  in  the  following  ver.  the  de* 
ftroying  angel  is  commanded  to  fpare  neither  old 
nor  young  (ave  only  thole  who  have  that  mark 
upon  them.  I  fear  thercf  are  few  mourners*  here, 
among  thefe  who  hav*e  feen  many,  and  monftrous 
was.  I  ihall  not  now  fpeak  of  the  national  abo- 
minations which  ■  you  have  feen  :  but  I  am  fure 
there  are  few  of  you  come  to  age,  who  have  not 
heard  many  horrid  oaths  fworn  r  you  have  feen 
horrid  villanies  committed ;  many  dreadful  pro- 
vocations. Now,  dare  ye  fay  with  the  Pialmift 
in  that  119  Pial.  yerfe  53.  Horror  hath  taken 
hold  ofmey  becaufe  tranfgrejfors  keep  not  thy  law. 
It  may  be  old  hardened  iinners  think  litde  of  this 
fin  ;  yet  God  is  brought  in  as  it  were  wondering 
at  it,  Jer,  xxxvi.  "24.  when  the  roll  containing  Je- 
remiah's prophecies  was  burnt,  it  is  notejd  as  a 
wonderful,  a  monftrous  wickednefs,  that  they  were 
not  coacerned,  that  they,  did  not  mburn ;  Yet, 
H  fays^ 
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feys  God,  tffey  were  n^ttfre&d^  n^r  rent  their  gar- 
mentSf  neither  the  king  nor  any  of  his  JeKvants  that 
heard  all  iheje  words.  I  •  fciir,  even  tbefe  who 
fpeak  flgaihu  fins  of  others,  are  guilty  of  them 
by  not  mourning  over  them.  (3.)  You  bare  feen 
many  fins;  and  how  many  prayers  have  ye  put  up 
for  the  pardon  of  them  f  There  i$  an  express  com- 
mand to  this  purpofe,  i  John  v.  16.  If  any  man 
Jke  his  brother  Jin  ajin,  which  is  not  unto  deathy 
hejhall  afk^  and  he  JhaU  give  him  lift  for  them 
that  Jin  mt  unto  death.  It  may  he  ye  have  con- 
demned others,  and  cried  out  upon  tbeni  for 
their  fins,  while  in  the  mean  time  ye  are  partak- 
ers with  them,  becaufe  of  your  not  praying  for 
them  according  to  this  command. 

6.  I  fiiy  to  you,  Ye  are  great  finners,  for  ye  have 
had  many  mercies,  and  I  fear  have  abuftd  mer- 
cies. If  I  ihoiild  begin  here  to  recount  particular 
mercies,  I  might  know  where  to  begin,  but  fcarce 
where  to  make  au'  end*  I  fhall  only  enquire  at 
you,  (1 .)  Do  ye  yet  know  the  God  of  your  mer- 
cies ?  Hof.  ii.  8 . 1  fear  many  of  you  dare  not  fay  ir. 
(2.)  What  improvement  have  ye  made  of  them  ? 
Has  thfe  goodnefi  of  God  led  you  to  repentance,  as 
it  (hould  do  ?  Rom.  ii.  4.  (3.)  Once  more  I  afk 
you.  Have  ye  returned  to  the  Lord  according  to 
the'  mercies  received  ?  Put  but  thefe  three  qucfli- 
ons  home  to  your  own  confciences,  and  I  believe 
they  will  difcover  many  fins  that  ye  never 
yet  thought   of. 

7.  Old  finners,  ye  have  ^  undergone  many 
changes;  ye  arc  far  decayed:  then  let  me  aii 
you,  (i.)  Are  your  fouls  r^ewed,  as  your  out- 
ward man  perifhes  ?  I  fear,  I  fear  there  are  few 
among  you  who  are  bringing  forth  fruit  in  old  agej 
who,  when  othersifade,  are  fat  and  foU  of  fap. 

(2.) 
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C  2*)  Has  your  love  to  fin  decayed  >  If  thi$  change 
were  to  be  obferv^ed,  it  were  a  great  hiefEng; 
but  I  fear,  that,  however  ftrcngth  may  be  foiled 
Iq  far  that  ye  c^niiot  fMlIU  your  luit»  as  formtrlyi 
yet  the  p)d  heart-love  to  them  remains^ 

8.  Old  fiiii)er$,  ye  have  ^en  much  of  the  world: 
aqd  here  laikyou.  Are  ye  not  guilty,  (i.)  By 
i>egleftmg  nxany  difcoveries  pf  its. vanity,  which 
might  have  b^en  of  great  u(e  to  you,  if  duly  ob» 
ierved  I  (2.)  By  retaining  the  fimc  love  to  it, 
after  many  discoveries  of  its  uncertainty  and  em* 
ptineis? 

9.  OncQ  more,  §uid  I  have  don^  with  you. 
Old  finners,  You  have  lived  long,  and  death  is  at 
the  door.  God  has  given  y<xi  much  time  to  pro* 
vide  for  it ;  and  I  fear  ye  are  guilty,  extremely 
guijty,  by  not  improving  time  *  and  for  difcaver- 
iug  your  fm  here,  I  ft^ll  lay  a  few  q^eftipns  be» 
fore  you,  ^  I  plead  that  ye  may  lay  thf  m  homf 
to  your  own  conitiences.  (1 .)  Axe  ye  yet  content 
to  die?  It  is  thev  indiipeniable  duty  of  all,  to 
be  ever  content  to  comply  with  the  will  of  God  in 
this  matter  ;  and  upon  a  call,  to  be  ready  cheer** 
fully  IP  comply  with  the  will  of  God  as  to  death, 
the  time  and  manner  of  it.  Nqw,  old  finners, 
are  ye  content  ?  It  may  be,  (bme  of  you  will  fbr- 
wardly  enough  anfwer,  That  ye  are  content ;  but 
if  ye  fay  (o^  1  alk  you,  (5i.)  Are  ye  ready  to  di.e  ? 
I  fear  fbme  iare  content  to  die,  who  are  not  ready  j 
(bme  may  in  a  fit  of  diicontent  at  the  world,  up-* 
on  the  back  of  ibme  notable  diiappointment,  be 
fo  well  content  to  die,  that  they  wiil  Jay  hands 
upon  theralelves,  who  yet  are  very  far  from  being 
ready  to  die.  If  yc  pretend  that  ye  are ;  then  for  ■ 
iifc.Qvering  the  truthof  what  ye,  lay,  I  enquire, 
(3.)  Are  your  fins  dying?  A  perlbn  whofefins 
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are  lively,  he  is  never  ready  to  die.  (4^)  Are  ye 
in  Jefiis  Chrift?  Thefe  who  aie  out  of  him.  are 
never  ready  to  die.  If  is  only  thefe  who  are  rea- 
dy to  die  in  the  Lord,  Rev.  xiv.  13.  who  are  rea- 
dy to  die,  (5.)  Is  yoiir  pardon  fealed?  Death 
will  try  yon;  and  if  your  pardon  be  not  feal- 
ed,  ye  will  find  that  ye  are  fearce  ready  to  die. 
(j6,)  I  put  this  one  queftion  more  to  yoii. 
Have  you  provided  your  lodgings  ?  It  is  high  time, 
when  mens  houfes  are  falling,  to  be  looking  out 
'  for  hew  lodgings.  This  tabernacle  is  ready  to  be 
diflblved ;  have  ye  a^  building  of  God  not  made 
with  hands  fecnred  to  yourfelves?  God  has  given 
you  time  and  means  for  doing  all  this;  and  if  ye 
have  not  done  it,  then  ye  have  finned  ag^ainft  the 
Lord,  and  agaihft  your  own  fouls. 
•  Now,  old  finners,  if  ye  lay  not  to  heart  this 
warning,  and  lay  not  yourfelves  in  the  duft  be- 
fore God  for  your  fins,  then  this  new  warning 
will  be  a  dreadful  aggravation  among  many  others 
of  your  guilt.  Gonfider  your  cafe  in  time,  before 
it  be  too  late.  Are  there  not  many  who  were  not 
born  for  many  years  after  you ;  and  wlio,  it 
may  be,  are  dead  many  years  ago,  and  having 
wrought  their  work,  have  got  a  biefled  immorta- 
lity ;  yet,  it  may  be  to  this  day  ye  know  not  wliat 
{hall  become  of  your  fouls.  Think,  old  finners,  is 
It  not  a  wonder  that  God  has  given  you  this  warn- 
ing after  making  light  of  fo  many:  and  will  it  not 
be  a  cutting  refleftioh,  if  ye  fit  a  warning^near  to 
the  twelfth  hour  ? 

Now,  children,  young  men,  and  fathers,  old 
and  young,  I  have  by  an  appeal  to  your  own  con- 
fciences  made  good  my  charge  againfl  you,  and 
fixed  a  great  many  particular  fins  upon  you.  i 
fhall  now  proceed,  - 
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rV.  In  the  next  place,  to  ftie%v  you  what  latis* 
fk&iovi  that  fovereign  King,  at  whole  inftance  and 
in  whofe  name  I  have  impleaded  you,  requires  of 
all  and  every  one  of  you.  His  juftice,  at  any 
rate,  muft  be  latisfied.^  It  is  not  congruous  to 
r^aibn,  it  is  not  congruous  to  the  holine/s,  juftice 
and  wifilom  of  the  lawgiver,  that  fin  {hould  e- 
icape  unpuniftied,  and  therefore,  -it  is  impoffible 
it  fhould  pais  without  Ichne  fignal  and  fuitable 
roark  of  God's  difpleafure.  He  has  declared  pofi-J 
tively  in  his  word,  he  has  confirmed  it  in  his  pro- 
vidences, that  though  hand  join  in  hand  the  wicked 
Jhall  not  be  unpunijhedy  Prqv.  xi.  21.  If  angels 
and  men  (hould  lay  their  hands  and  heads  toge- 
ther, unite  their  wit,  and  their  power,  they  fhall 
not  preferve  one  fin  firom  the  marks  of  God's  dif- 
pleafijre.  Some  fignal  and  evident  token  of  it 
"wiHreachfin,  wherever  it  is.  There. needs  no 
proof  of  this,  afi^er  what  Chrift  has  met  with.  And 
ye  muft  lay  your  account  with  it,  that  this  puniih- 
Hient  will  not  be  fome  petty  inconfiderabl^  one. 
It  muft  be  in  ibrae  meafiire  fuited  to  the  crimes 
ye  ftand  impleaded  of:  it  muft,  on  the  one  hand, 
bold/bme  proportion  to  theholinefs  and  purity 
of  that  law  you  have  broken,  to  th^  majefty  and 
authority  of  that  God  whole  authority  ye  havcJ 
trampled  upon ;  yea,  it  muft  hold  (bme  proportion 
to  t^je  feveral  aggravations  of  your  refpeAlve  fins. 
Lay  your  account  with  it,'  finners,  eftapeyou. 
cannot  his  hands  who  is  every  where.  JVhit her. will 
ye  go  from  htsjpirit  F  whither  viilVye^/lce  frorrL 
his  prefence  ?  Jf  ye  afcend  up  into  heaven,  he  is 
^ere,  If'j^  make  your  bed  in  hell,  beholdy  he  is 
there:  if  y^  take,  the  wings  of  the  mornings  ^nd 
'  dwell  in  the  uttermoft  farts  of  the  fea,  even  there 
^fjall  his  hand  lead  thee,  and  his  right  hand  Jhall 
H  3  hold 
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hold  thee,    if  ye  fay,  Surely  the  darkneft /hail co- 
ver you  y  even  the  night  Jhdll  be  Itght  dhottt  you  ; 
ifor  the  darkmfs  hidtth  not  from  him,  but  the  night 
fiineth  as  ihe  day  ,•   the  darknefi  and  the  l^ht 
are  bdth  alike  to  hiniy .  Pfal.  cxxxix*  >.  — —  1 2. 
There,  is  no   darkneis  nor   fhadow   of  death, 
wherb  the  workert  of  iniquity  may  hide  them- 
felves,   Job  xxxiv.  22,  from  hi^  eye,  or  fecure 
themfelves  againft  the  iAcjuiry  God  mwII  make,  or 
the  ftrofces  that  hh  almighty  arm  >viU  inflid.  Pu- 
nifhed  then  fmners,  muft  be.  And  if  ye  a(k,  what 
j&tisfadlioii  wilihehaveof  (uch  finners  ?  I  anf^r, 
I.  He  will  have  you  punifhed  in  your  cftsitcs, 
by  a  fbrfeiiure  of  aU.  .  You  invaiied  God's  poffrf- 
fion  ;  he,  will  caft  you  put  of  yours.     This  is  the 
ordinary  ftmifliment  of  rebeUion ;  and  w6  have 
proven  you  guilty  of  rehellixmof  the  worft  fort. 
Man,  ^xdien  God  made  him,  was  mailer  of  a  fair 
eftate.    The  Ions  of  men  noAv  may  value  them- 
felves  upoti  fome  petty  tenements  which  many  of 
them  hdd  by  no  good  right,  as  We  (hall  fee  anon; 
but  noneof  them  can  vy  poffefOons  with  Adam 
in  ionocency.    He  had  a  paradife  replenished  wth 
all  the  rarities  of  innocent,  of  incorrupted  namre, 
all  the  delicacies  which  the  earth  did  yield,  before 
it  loft  its  ftrengtii  by  that  curie  which  man^  diA 
obedience  brought  it  under,  while  it  was  impreg- 
nated by  the  bleffing  of  God :  and  as  hi^  had  this 
in  poflcifion,  &>  he  had  heaven  in  expeftation/  a 
hoble  and  feemiiigiy  unfailing  prdfpe^  of  a  para- 
dife  above.     This  was  Adam''s  eftate ;  and  this 
fltould  have  been  the  eftate  of  his  pofterity;  his 
defcendants :  but  all  is  forfeited  by  fin.     Had  A- 
dam  ftood,  he  had  then  tranfmitted  to  us  a  good- 
ly Rentage,,  and  tionie  fhould  have  jiad  realbn  to 
compiain  of  his  pofleffion':  but  nOw  we  have  by 
■.     -  fm 
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fin  forfeited  all;  W6  have  o<xeftatc}^ . no'hd-hage^ 
O  imnerd,  by  your  fin  ye  htve  loft  the  right  to  all 
your  enjoyments  here,  aod  all  p^ofpefl:  of  any  * 
comfortable  being  hereafter.  Adam  when  1^  rin<* 
ned  was  bani&ed  out  of  paradif^,  and  that  \iras 
guarded  againft  hi|h« 

Bat  ye  tyill  fay,  We  ftr^  not  forfeited  ;  for  wa 
enjoy  hdufes,  lands,  meat  and  clothing,  atid  a  great 
many.other  (iich  things ;  how  can  ye  then  fay  that 
we  I'ofl  all;  by  what  nutans  get  we  thefe  things? 

I  anfwer,  (i.)  A  rebel  fcntenced  to  die,  \i  by 
the  king  allowed  food»  raiment,  and  other  neceft 
iarks  for  the  fuAentatioil  of  nature,  till  the  timd 
of  the  GK^cution  come :  jufl  (b,  God,  for  holy  ends 
not  now  to  be  enquired  into,  having  repriyed  man 
for  a  wbikf  fufTers  him  to  enjoy  fome  fiich  things, 
till  he  fee  meet  to  pi^t  the  fentence  of  death  in  ex* 
ecatfOQ,  and  then. the  forfeimre  will  take  place, 
(a,)  We  fey,  ye  haVejao  right  to  any  enjoyment 
fave  that  juft  now  mentioned.  The  grant  where^ 
by  innocent  man  beld  all  his  .poiTeflioiis,  was  the 
covenant  of  worjcs :  this  was  the  ground  of  his  fc* 
curlty  as  to  what  he  poflefled^  and  the  fouhdatioil 
of  his  hope  as  td  what  he  fiirther  expefted.  Now, 
this  covenant  being  broken  by  your  fm,  ye  have 
no  niofe  right  to  any  enjoy ment.  (3.)  As  ye  have 
already  lofl  the  right  ahd  title,  fb  ye  have  lofl  the 
fwtetnefs  of  ail  your  enjoyn)ents.  Ye  toil  and 
fweat,  but  ye  are  not  (aiJsfied.  What  profit  have 
ye  of  all  your  labour  under  the  fun  ?  It  is  notable 
to  give  you  fatisfaflion.  This*  we  have  at  great; 
length  made  appear  in  our  leftures  upon  Ecclcfi- 
aftes.  (4.)  To  conclude,  in  a  very  little  ye  will 
be  entirely  deprived  of  alL  The  day  of  the  ^xer 
cution  of  the  fent^ice  draws  on,  when  God  will 
fiiatqh  all  your  enjoyments  out  of  your  hands.  Now 
H  4  in-  V 
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indeed^  Tome  have  ^lore^  and  Comic  have  lefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  pleafiirc  of  the  great  Judge,  \srho 
has  allowed  eyery  one  their  portion,  till  the  day 
of  ex«ciiUon  come,  and  thea  all  will  go. 

2.  God,  at  whbfe  inftance  ye  have  i>een  im- 
peached of  fin,  Will  have  (atisfaftion.  in  the  death 
of  the  offenders..  God  |hreatened  death'to  Adam 
in  paradife  r  In  the  day  that  thaii  eateft  thereof 
thou  (halt  furely  die,  or;  ifying  thou  fhuit  dtCj 
G^n,  ii.  17.  and  the  foul  that  flnneth  Jhali  die, 
fiiith  the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  Ezek.  xviii,  20. 
for  the  wages  of  fin  u  deafh.  This  is  ^ot  to  be 
limited  to  a  natural  death ;  no,  but  is  of  a  huge 
extent.  It  taices  iti  a  threefold  death,  a  death  fpi- 
ritual,  natural,  eternal.  Man  .in  innocency  h«d 
^threefold  life,  eitjier  in  pofieflidn  or  prolpeft. 
<  I .)  A  fpiritual  life^  which  co?\fifted  in  the  union 
of  his  ibuh  to  God,  in  aiheadire  fuited  taliis  pre- 
ient  condition,  and  in  the  fitoeli  of  all  his  facul- 
ties and. powers  for.  a£Hng  and  domg  wh^t  vas 
well  pleafing  unto  God.  (2.)  A  natural  life, 
which  confifted  in  the  unidn  of  foul  and  body. 
.That  lovely  pair,  his  innocent  foul  and  pure  bo- 
dy, were  matched  toge^er^  and  linked  to.  one 
another  by  a  thought  furpalGng^art ;  fo  that  they 
liad  a  mod  near  alliance,  being  compa£^ed  into 
one  perfoi;!,  by  a  ty  £0  ftrong,  as  to  crccafion  a 
notable  iympathy;  and  yetfo  fecret,  that  no  eye 
xould  ever  lee,  no  mind  ever  difepver  this  imper- 
ceptible chain.  (3.)  Man  had  then  a  fair  profpeft 
of  eternal  life,  in  a  full  and  cJofe  union  to  God, 
never  to  admit  of  any  interruption,  or  of  any  fuch 
intcrpofition,  as  was  between  man  and  him  i" 
this  lower  world.  But  now  upon  his  fin,  be  loft 
all  by  vii^tueof  the  primitive  threatening  of  death 
to  the  foul  that  fins.     AnfwerabJy  hereunto,  God 

.  will 
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Vill  have  you  ptmiflied  with  a  threefold  death,  O 
finners,  his  heait  will  not  pity*  you,  his  eye  will 
not  fpare  you.;    You  are  already  condemned  to 
die.     He  that  believeth  mty^  that  is,  every  finner 
by  nature  is  condemned  already y  lays  the  fpirit  of    . 
God.     Nay  more,  y^  are  i¥)t  only  condemned  aU 
ready,  O  finncrSj^  but  moreover  the  execution  is 
begun;  the  fire  of  God's  wrath  is  already  kindled 
aglinft  you  ;  there  are  fome  drops  begun  to  fall, 
before  tke  fhbwer  come  that  will  entirely  deftroy 
you.     (i.)  You  are  fpiritually  dead.     I  fp^ak  to 
all  of  you  who  are  not  (avinglyichanged  by  grace, 
being  begotten  again  from  the  dead,  by  the  refar- 
rcdVion  of  Jelus  Chrift.     You:  are  dead  in  trefpaf- 
fes  arid  fins,  utterly  unmeet  to, entertain  commu- 
nion and  fellowfhip  with  dod.     As  a  dead  man 
cannot  Ipeak,  «ft,  or  cxerdfe  any  vital  power;  fo 
neither  can  ye  act  any-thing  that  is  fpiritually  good, 
or  well  pleafing  to  Godv    Thi»  is  a  heavy  punifh- 
ment,  though  as  yet  ye  bfe  not  fenfible  of  it.   (2.) 
Natural  death,  that  confiJfts^  in  the  feparation  of 
'   ,thc  fouLfrom  the  body,  is  already  begun.  Every 
dii^afe  that  fefcEes  upon  our  bodies,  is  like  the  ports 
that  run  to  meet  another^  to  tell  the  king  of  Baby'- . 
lon^  that  his  city  was  taken  at  one  endy  Jer.  li.  31 . 
Every  diicafe  mj  Ires  a  breach  in  our  walls,    and 
tells  that  ail  will  in  aiittle  falLdown  flat.  ^  Your 
*very  life  is  nothing  eiie  but  a  fucecffibn  of  dying:, 
every  day -and  hour  wears  away  part  of 'it;  :and  fo 
fer  as  it  is  already  fpent,fo  far  are  ye  already  ciejfd 
and  buried.     Difeafes  and  natural  decays  do  lay 
ciofe  Cege  as  it  were  to  yourt>odies,  routit^  their 
guards,  battering  the  walls  of  your  fleih,  and  forc- 
ing your  fouls  to  quite  the  out- works,   and  retire 
into  the  heart :  and  every  minute,  ye  have  reafon 
to  fear*  that' ye  may  be  taken  in  and  becomera 
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.prey  to  deslth.  In  oiie  word,  O  finners,  ye  are 
the  mark  at  which  juftice  (hcx)tsit5  afrbws.  Do 
riot  ye^  fte  (ometimes  the  arrow 'ftce  over  your 
heady  and  flay  fbine  great  perfon  y«!ur  faperior? 
Sometimes  it  lights  at  yoiir  feet,  and' kills  a  child 
Or  afervant,  or  thofewiioare  inferior  j  fbmetimes 
it  paflcth  by  ^our  left  hand,  and  kills  an  enemy,at 
whofe death  poffiblyye  rejoice;  andanbh  itftrlkes 
the  friend  of  your  fight  hand;  and  poffibly  the  ve- 
ry next  arrow  may  ftiike  you  dead,  be  ye  young 
or  old,  eternally  dead,  and  hurry  you  intohell. 

3.  Your  dcathiwill  hot  do  all ;  this  punlftunent 
reaches  your  honours. ..  Rebels , are  wont  to  nave 
thch*  honours  torn:*  a(id  lb  God  has  determined 
with  refpeft  to  you,  O  finner.s.  Man  Wait  in  his 
firft  eftate  advanced  to  d  high  dignity,,  hewas  the 
friend  as  \Vcll  as  fubje£]t  of  God ;  and  he  was  his 
depqty  in  thislowerworld,asthePJ[aimift  tells  us. 
Ihou  fnndejt  him  ttf  have. 'dominion  over  the  works 
of  Uy.- hand;  thoa  hafh  put  all  things  under  his 
feet,  alljheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beafts  if  the 
fields  the  fowl  of  the  airy  and  the  fifi  of  the  fed, 
.P(aL  viii.  5.  Thus  was  he  crowned  with  glory 
and  honour :  but  now,  O  finners,  the  ient^ce  is 
paft  againft  all  the  rac^  of  fmful  Ackms  thus&ith 
the  Lord,  Remove  the,  diadem i  and  take  off  the 
crown  from  the  head  of  finners.  The  cr^wn  is 
.  fallen  indeed  from  your  head.  Nowy  tdl  me,  0 
finners,  do  not  ye  already  feel  the  direful  eifefts 
of  this  part  of  your  punilhment  ?  Thefe  beafts 
-which  were  once  man's  iubje^,  are  now  turned 
hi3  enemies,  bccaufo  he  is  God's  enemy.  Do  not 
the  very  flies  inftiit  you,  and  make  ibmetimes 
ypur  life  uneafy  ?  Do  not  the  wild  beafts  of  th? 
field  terrify  you  ?  Are  not  fomc'  of  them  daily 
making  inroads  upon  you,  devouring  your  catde, 

car* 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  iC 


Part  L    5^  fuiilty  Sinner  €t>nviBed.        12  j 

carrying  away  your  fiibftan(5e  ?  and '  even   thde 
which  are  moll  ferviceable,  and  feem  to  retain . 
fomethmg  of  their  ref^e6ttoman,  fbmetime  thelt* 
Lord,  <io  they  not  rebel?  Doth, not   the  hOrfe 
fometime  throw  his  rider,  the  ox^ore  his  ownerf 
This  mati  has  loft  his   honour;   nay,  rww  he 
who  once  did  reign,  is  become  fm*s  flave,  and 
thereby  fiiUs  under  the  lathes  of  fin  and  Satan's 
Ikves.  This,  O  finner,  is  a  part  of  your  punifhment.- 
4.  This  yet  will  not  fatisfy  juftice.    Gk>d  pur- 
fues!  the  qu&rrel  to  pofterity .  /  am  ajeahus  GodS^yd 
he  in  the  threatening  annexed  to  the  third  tovci^ 
mand)  vijfiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers    upon 
the  cMldren.    Rebels  Children  futFer  with  the  fa- 
thers in  all  nations ;  and  (hall  not  reheljion  agalnft 
God  be  as  fe^^rtly  puniOied,  as  that  which  is  a- 
gainft  an  eaifthiy  fovereign  ?  If  an  Achan  fteal  si 
Babylonifli  garment,   and  fin  againft  the  God  of 
Ifracl,  then  he  and  his  whole  family  fhall  fall,  manf 
wife,  and  child:  nay,  and  the  very  houfhold- 
ftufF,  his  ox  and  his  affes.    God  will  purfoe  the 
quarrel  to  a  dreadfiil  length*     You  m*y  fee  this 
terrible  tragedy  deicribed  by  Godwin  that  7  chap, 
of  Joih.  fi-om  the  24  ver*  God  will  {pare  nothing 
that  finners  havc'ufed.  Becaufe  fintiers  havfe  trodd 
upon  this  earth,  it  mufl  undei'go  the  fire  at  the  laft 
day,  before  it  can  be  freed  from  the  bondage  of 
corniption.     O  fuiners,  ye  tranfmit  a  Hid  legAcy 
to  your  wretched  poflerity !  a  legacy  of  which  ther 
diftreflcd  church.   Lam.  v.  7.  h<;avily  coftiplains, 
^utfathers  have  finned  and  afx  not,  and  we  have 
h^m  their  iniquities.  ( 

5.  Once  more ;  Qod  pnrfiies  his  quatrel  yet 
further.  He  will  have  your  natnes  eternally  ruin-* 
^d,  the  memt>ry  of  the  wicked  Jhall  rot,  Pf  ov.  x. 
7*  After  be  has  killed  your  bodies^  and  fbols^and 

-  chil» 
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children,  and  ruined  your  eftatesy  then  he  wiU 
kill  your  names  that  there  (hall  no  rememberance 
of  you  be  upon. the  earth,  unle(s  it  be  i\vt  ftench 
of  a  rotten  name.  Thus  will  the 'Lord  deal  with 
you,  O  finners.  The  whirlwind  of  the  Lord, 
that  goes  forth  with  fury,  will  blow  away  all  your 
enjoyments)  tarn  you  out  of  all  your  poflefEons. 
The  Lord  will  banKh  you  his  prefence.  That  al- 
mighty arm  that  ftretched  out  the  heavens,  will 
tear  your  (buls  from  your  bodies,  aixd  throw  yoa 
headlong  into  perdition :  the  Weight  of  infinite 
-  wrath  will  fink' you  down  into  the  bottoinlefe  pit; 
iand/omnipotence  will  dig  a  graye/or  your  memo- 
ry,  wherein  it  will  eternally  rot.  For  the  great- 
ncfi  qf  your  iniquity  ye  raayexpeft  this.  This  is 
thy  loty  the  portion  of  thy  meafurc  from  me^  faith 
the  Dordy  becauje  thou  ha/^  forgotten  nifi  and  trufl^ 
'^d  infaljhoody  Jer,  xiii*  25.  Thi,s  is  the  fetisfaftion 
God  requires:  and  think  on  it;  this  way  will  he  be 
glorified  in  your  ruin,  if-ye  continue  inyour  fins. 

I  have  ^t  fome  length  proved  you  all  to  be  of* 
fenders,  that  God  demands  a  reparation,  and  what 
that  reparation  is,  which  he  doth  demand-  of  his  > 
injured  honour,  Lhave  at  fome  length  made  ap- 
pear ;  I  now  proceed,  according  to  the  method 
propofed, 

V.  To  demonftrate  the  reafonablepefi  of  this 
demand.  I  have  (hewn  >W)ur  ways  to  be  moft  un- 
equal ;  now  I  corae  to  (hew  that  God's  ways  are 
moft  equal,  and  that  he  afts  very  reafonably,  in 
de;manding  fo  high;  and  thjs  will  appear  to  the 
conviftion  of  the  moft'  obftinate  finner,  if  the  con- 
fiderations  we  offer  for  cleairing  this  be  duly  Weigh- 
ed.    And, 

I .  Let  it  be  confidered,  That  fin  deierves  fiich 
a  puni(hment  j  and  thertfore  it  is  very  juft  to  inflift 

if- 
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it.  Nay,  I  might  perhaps  run  this  a  little  high- 
er, and  aflertthat  therefore  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
require  any  lefi^  any  more  eafy  puni(hment.  That 
fin  delerVes  it,  is  very  plaint  if  we  confider, 

I.  Againft  whom  it  ftrikes.  This  is  the  way 
of  meafunng  offences  agreed  to  all  the  world  o- 
ver,  that  .the  mealure  fhould  be  taken  from  the 
confideration  of  thofe  againft  whom  they  ftrikc. 
This  we  may  oblerve  m  the  hws  of  God,  which 
enjoin  that  offences  fhan.be  punifhefi  according  to 
the  quality  and  condition  of  the  offenders  and  the 
offended.  The  daughter  of  ;he  high  prieft,  if  fhe 
contoitted  uncleannefs,was  to  be  burned  without 
mercy,  LeV.xxi.  9.  fbwas  not  every  one^Wlowas 
guilty  in  that  way.  Again,  he  that  curfeth  his  Ei-  ' 
therand  mother  is  adjudged  to  die,  Lev.  xx.  jju 
fo  was  pot  he  that  curfeth  his  equal.  The  fame 
mcafurc  is  kept  in  our  laws:  if  one  kills  his  equal, 
then  Jie  dies ;  but  there  doth  not  thereby  redound 
any  injury  to  his  pofterity ;  but  if  a  man  kills  the 
king,  makes||ny  attempt  againft  the  government, 
then  life,  lanas,  name  and  all  goes.  Now,  if  we 
confider  in  this  cafe  the  quality  of  the  offender,  a 
poor  mean  worm,  that  dwells  in  cottages  of  clay, 
that  has  his  fburidation  in  the^duft,  that  is  crufh- 
ed  before  the  moth,  that  holds  all  of  God :  And 
then  on  the  other  hand,  confider  him  who  is  of- 
fended by  every  fin,  not  a  prince,  or  fbme  great 
man,  who  is  butflelh  and  blood  at  the  beft;  but 
the  high  and  lofty  one  that  inhabits  eternity ,  he 
who  IS  a  great  God,  and  a  great  king,  above  all  the 
earth:-  behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  huck-^ 
ttyandare  counted  as  the  fmall duft^jf  the  balance: 
Mold,  he  taketh  up  the  ijles  as  a  very  little  thing; 
(ind  Lebanon  is  not  fufficient  to  burn,  nor  the  heajls 
thereof fufjicient  for  a  burnt -offering.    All  nations 

.  bef<frt 
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btf&re  hhn  ar^  as  ^athiffg,  and  fbey  are  counted 
to  him  kfs  than  nothing  and  vanity »  To  'whom 
t^en  will  ye  liken  God  ?  or  what  likenefs  will  ye 
compare  unto  hitn  ?  There  is  no  proportion  here, 
Npw,  if  it  deferves  lb  fevere  !a  pqniftiment  that  is 
committed  againft  man,  what  muft  it  not  defcrve 
thgt  is  committed  againft  this  God  ?  As  if  were 
injurious  to  compare  God  to  man ;  fb  it  is  injuria 
ops  to  compare  the  demerit  of  any  offence,  com- 
Wtted'againA  man,  and  tJb  dement  of  that  M^hich 
i$  committed  againft  the  great  God. 

2.  Confider  the  damage  that  fin   dbth;  and 
then  we  will  fee   what  fin  deferves :  we  will  fee 
that  the   terrible  punKhment  we  have  been  dif- 
C9ttrfing  of,  is  nothing  too  fevere.     If  we  confi- 
der  man  with  ixfpeft  to  thje  creatures  that  are  un- 
der him,  the  inanimate  part  of  the  creation,  and 
^he  brutes;  he  was  appointed  to  b^  their  mouthi 
by  which  they  ihould  pay  homage  to  tfieir  Crea- 
tor ;  he  was  to  be  their  treafiirer,  to  pay  in  a  reve^ 
.jnucof  glory  for  them  to  their  Creator  and  gover- 
nor: but  man  by  fin  puts  himfelf  o*  of  all  capa^ 
city  for  this  j  he  lays  an  ill  example  before  his  fel- 
low creatures.     But  all  this  isnothing  when  com- 
pared with  the  injury  he  doth  to  Cod  by  every 
fin.    This>  if  jhroughly  and   well   underftood, 
would  for  ever  clear  the  jufl:ice  of  God,  in  puniih" 
ing  fin  with  eternal  puniihment.  True  it  is  indeed 
what  Elihu  fays,  If  thou  jinneftj  what  dofl  thou 
againjt  himf  or  if  thy  tranfgvtffiam  be  multiplied 
ivhat  dofi  thou  unto  him-?  Job  xxxv.  d.  That  is  to 
fay,  God  lies  beyond  our  reach;  we  cannot  by  our 
(n\%  detraft  from,  as  neither  can  we  by  our  hoii- 
nefs  add  to   his  happinefs;  but  this  is  bo  proof 
that  we  do  him  no  injury.     A  rebel  clapt  up  in 
prifon,  or  in  the  hand  of  the  king*s  guard,  is  nof 
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able  to  ircach  the  prince's  peribn,  nor  render  him 
dUIatisfied ;    yet  he  may  then  injure  him,   and, 
doth  it,  when  he  unjuftly  reflects  upon  his  govern- 
meixt.  ^  Juft  lb  is  it  with  fmners :  indeed  they  can- 
not ftak  the  walls  of  heaven,  they  are  riot  able  to 
cUmb  over  the  eternal  ramparts,  which  raife  the 
fence  of  the  Almighty's  (acred  throne^  and  there 
ftab  bis  perfon ;  bqt  yet  they  injure  him  in  his 
name  and  honour,  and  even  in  his  life,  by  every  ' 
(In:  it  is  intended  murder;  and  this  is  death  by 
the  law$  of  God  and  man.     That  among  men  it 
13  not  always  punifhed  lb,  is  only  becaule  it  is  not 
al>vays  difcovered ;  for  when  it  is  difcovered  by 
words,  or  o^'^ert^  though,  ineffectual,  aftions,  it  19 
puniihed.     Ev^ry  fin  fpits  upon  God's  holinefs, 
tramples  upon  his  authority,  brands  his  wifdom 
^vith  folly,  denies  his  goodnefs,  and  braves,  and 
gives  a  defiance  to  his  power:  what  puni(hna«nt 
then  can  be  too  great  for  thisi  Now  fure,  (3,>  Sin 
deftrvcs  it,  if  we  confider  the  obligations^  that  arc^ 
by  every  fin  trampled  upon.    Every  one  will  own 
Ihat  the  fins,  of  children  againft  their  parents,  of 
fervaats  flgainft  their' raafters,  of  fiibjefts  againft 
their  lord,  and  the  wives  againft  their  hulbands* 
are  fins  of  a  black  hue,  a  crimfon  tiy,  and  deferve 
therefore  a  very  fevere  punijfhment;  and  accord- 
ingly are  £0  puniftied  in  all  nations;  but  all  thefe 
pbligatioits  are  none  to  what,  we  all  ly  under  to 
God ;  fo  that  there  is  more  perfidy,  falibood,  and 
tr^gchcry  in  all  our  fins  againft  God,  than  in  any 
ofthefe;  therefore,  it  is  but  juft  that  there  fliouWi. 
be  a  proportion  kept  bewixt  the  offences  and  the  ^ 
puniihment. 

,  4,  That  fin  deferves  fiich  a  punifhment^  is  th^ 
judgment  of  God;  and  we  know  that  his  judg- 
ment is  always  accordmg- 19  truth.    It  is  not  th« 
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miftaken  notion  of  a  man,  who  in  the  moft  mo- 
mentous truths  may  trip ;  but  it  is  the  judgment 
of  the  only  \vHe  God'y  who  is  a  God  of  kAowlege, 
by  whom  aftions  are  weighed.     I  think  we  need 
not  go  (6  far  back  at  prefent  for  a  proof  of  this  as 
the  penal  (anftion  of  the  law,  lb  long  as  we  iiave 
the  death  of  Chrift,  as  an  evidence  of  it,  nearer 
hand.     If  jm  infinite  perfbn,  ftanding  iiv  the  fin- 
ner*s  room,  muft,  for  his  -fins,  have  fuch  a  load^ 
of  wrath  laid  upon  him,  what  left  muft  the  punifii- 
ment  of  the  finner  himfclf  be  thah  eternal  wrath  i 
None  can  pretend  to  believe  the  truth  of  the  go- 
fpel,  and  queftion  the  juftice  of  God  in  punifhing 
linners  eternally ;  for  is  it  not  ridiculous  tq  ad- 
mire divine  feverity  in  the  eternal  puniQiment  of 
wicked  men,  and  not  to  attend  to  infinite  juftice 
punifhing  feverely  his  own  beloved  Son  ?   What 
wonder  is  it  that  wicked  men  (hould  be  for  ever 
tormented  for  their  own  (ins,  if  the  moft  righte-  V 
ous  Son  of  God  fuf&red  for  the  fins  of  others  ? 
He  that  without  a  reproach  to  his  goodnefs,  could 
'endure  his  moft  dear  Son  to  fuifer  Co  long  as  one 
hour,  will  much  better  endure  unjuft  finners  to  be 
tormented  with  eternal  puniftiment. 
'  5.  That  fin  deferves  fuch  a  puniftiment,  is- not 
'  only  the  judgment  of  <5od,  but  of  men  too.  The 
common  reafon  of  mankind   (peaks  its  juftice. 
This  appears  by  the  fentiment^  the  heathens  had 
oP'  this   matter.     They  had  not  a  revelation  to 
guide  them,  and  therefore  had  wild  fancies  about 
the  manner^of  thefe  punifhments  which  they  judg- 
ed eternal :  but  that  there  were  fuch  puniihnients, 
and  that  they  werejuft,  they  had  no  doubt.  Hence 
it  was  that  their  po^ts  did  condemn  Tantalus  to 
fuch  a  place,  where   he  ftiould  have  rivers  juft 
walhing-  up  to  his  lip,  ^nd  yet  fliould  not  be  able 
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to  drihk  of  Afem ;  and  ^  remain  eternally  under 
the  violence  of  thirft,  with  this  gnawing  aggrava- 
tion, that  he  had  waters. juft  at  his  very  lip.  But " 
vte  mky  yet  have  a  more  clear  proof  of  the  judg- 
ments of  men  in  all  natiofts,  in  their  fanftiohs  of 
Imman  laVs.  Do  not  all  of  them  for  cnmes,  con- 
demn to  perpetual  impriibnrtient,  or  to  death  ? 
The  one  is  an  eternal  punrfhment  "of  lofsof  life, 
and  its  concomitant  ad\'tintages5  and  this  punifti-* 
ment  is  inflicted  without  refpe^i'to  a  fixture  life; 
zs  appears  in  thiS;^  That  fuch  laws  are  execute  up- 
0A  Uiemj  of  whom  none  has  reafbn  to  think  that 
they  (hall  have  any  Oiare  in  the  advantages  of  a 
iiittire  life.  And  that  perpetual  imprifonment  is 
TOt  eternal  imprifonment,  is  not  becaufe  that  it  is 
(bought  unjuft,  but  becaufe  neither  the  law-mak- 
irs,  -who  put  it  iii  execution,  nor  they  who  breaks 
it,  live  to  eternityi 

-6.  That  fin  defer ves  eternal  puniflimeot,  ap- 
pijafS'fromthc  acknowlegement  of  the  punlQied. 
This'is  ti  very  ftrong  argument ;  for-  although! 
^icy  who  are  yet  Wallowing  in  their'fms,  and  arc? 
hiUed  fiift  afleep  in  the  lap  of  carnal  fecurity,  will 
not  acknowlegc  fo  much:  yet  if  we  enquire  at 
tfaefe*whom  God  has  awakened,  and  to  whom  he 
has  given  a  difcovery  of  the  exceeding  finfuliieft 
of  their  fin,- whether  with  a  profpeft  of  mercy  or 
AOt,  they  will  alt  with  one  mouth  ackaowlege  that 
fin  deferves  eternal  wrath.  Thefe' whom 'the 
Lord  deals  with,  in  order  to  thr/ir  con3^erfion, 
will  all  (ublfcribe  to  the  juOice  of  God,  ftioald  he 
damn^t^em  eternally.  I  do  not  fay  that  they  Will 
be  content  to  be  damned ;  but  thej  will  o.vn  that 
God  w^re  moft*  juft  ftiould  Ke  deal  fo  by  them. 
And  not  only  is  it  fo  with  them,  hut  even  with 
tbefe  wljo. are  fiink  to  the  utmoft  in  black  defpah.- 
1         _  .  Ji 
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If  we  liften.  to  a  Spira,  who,  b&s  laid  idide  sill  hopes 
of  mercy,  we  (haU  hear  him  ctyiog  cut  m  the  an- 
gmfli  of  his  foul  one  day,  I  amfeuUd  up  ts  eternal 
ivratb  :  I  tell  you  I  deferve  it  \  my  o^vm  confiience 
condemns  me,  whqt  needeth  any  pther  judge  ?  and 
another  day  agai^i  ^e  may  hear  him  (oying  put, 
Though  th^rt  werf  net  another  damned,  yitt  God  is 
jii/i  in  making  me  an  example  t&  others  >•  and  I . 
cannot juflly  complain^  Th^re is  mopunijhm^ntfi 
SKeat  hut  J  havejuftly  definved  it-  Thefe  coniG- 
derations  do  fufficLently  evince,  that  fin  de&rves 
eternal  poniihment  5  and  therol^eGod  has, good 
reafo^  to  demand  it.  r  > 

a.  Our  greftt  Lord  and  Maft^r  Jh^s  grjsat  rgafon 
tP'punilh  you  with  (uch  a  punilbmmt,  not  pi^y 
becaule  your  offences  de%y^  it>i  but.bec^vtfe  he, 
in  the  inJHtutio^  qnd  ^omulg^tjqi^  ^his  kins,  did 
actually  declare  thai  hs  would Jg  panifis  ikejtranf' 
grejhrs  of  [it,..'  Shi  aqd  qfefiilL.  pupl(h|?mrv  "were 
then  linlc^d  together.  With  t^si^p  jan^e  v^ry.bcoath 
that  God  (V^d  to  .^dam.  Thou  fligltke^p  myiQtjm" 
man.dment$;  h^.-^llb  (aid  to  fai;nj.  In  tkedaythott 
breakejl  th^m,  thou  /halt  furely  dk^^  .  Th^t  the«i- 
i^ihilation  of  his;  (91^  ftiould  b^^hfere  intended,  is 
contrary  to  fcripture,  and  h^^  4q  grpv^crf  Ui  -j^-- 
ion;  and  if  only  temporal  jde^jth  is  ?peant,.  .tlijea 
this  would  be'  implied,  to  fayy-tMu  Jkftlt  he  rt' 
liyardcd  with  eternal  life  if  thquji^^ .  which  M(erc 
ridiculous  to  imagine.  Th^|t^ therefore  wliJch  is 
.  intended  is  certainly  eterngj  death.  And  God  bay- 
ing annexed  this  penalty  to  tjig  yiolation  of  his 
law,  there  is  great  reafon  tiiatat,(bpuid  ho,  punftu* 
ally  executed.     For,  ^        -...;., 

I .  The  honour  of  his  wifdom  req^uires  it.  To 
what  purpofe  Ihould  this  penghy  be  aiitfiexed,  if 
it  were  not  on  defign  that  it,fc<;>^ld  be  gutiaex- 
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ccudon?  or  al^Iekfi  it  would  refleft  upon  his  wif- 
c|om;  if  it  might  not  Avirh  great  realbn  be  put  ia 
execmion. 

2.  Juftice  to  his  honour,  as  he  is  the  righteous 
judge  of  the  earthy  calls  for  the  execution  of  this 
law.  What,  I  PKiy,  i«  the  bufiheft  of  one  plac* 
ed  in  ,that  high  ftation,  if  not  to  fc6  law9  execut- 
ed, to  fee  the  compilers  with  them  rewarded,  ^n^ 
the  olBfenders  condignly  ^um(hed  \ 

3.  Juftke  to.tiie  law  requires  the  puniflimcnt 
of  finners :  far  if  th^  law  in  cmqc  part  may  be  ne- 
^efied,  why  not  in  all  ?  The  threatening,  as  welh 
as  the  precept,  has  upon  it  the  impreis  of  the  fii* 
preioe  authority ;  and  therefore,  as  by  the  vida* 
tion  of  the  precept,  fo  by  the  noii^cxecutibn  of 
the  penalty,  the  honour  of  the  law  fu&rs.  If  the 
penalty  be  required,  ^dskSXL  the  honour  of  the  pre«> 
cept  is  repaired ;  but  if  the  penalty  be  neglefted^ 

^  then  the  law  ia  entirely  ajffponted,  and  ther^  is  no 
tepamion,  than  which  there  can  be  nothing  mot^ 
uoreaibaable» 

4.  Juftice  to  onlookers.  To  negleft  the  punifli* 
ment  of  offenders,  is  of  dangerous  infiuenee  to 
beholders;  it  betrays  them  into  one  of  t^wo  0^ 
three  dangerous  miftakes ;  it  has  a  tendency  eithisr 
to  make  them  entertain  light  apprehenfions  of  fin ; 
or  elfe  to  mak6  them  call  in  qutfti^  either  the 
knowlege,  power  or  wlfHom  of  God,  and  his  zeal 
for  his  own  glory:  therefore  juftice  to  them  re-» 
quires  that  the  penal  (an&Ion  of  the  law  be  vigo' 
roully  put  in  ex^ution. 

5.  Juftice  to  God's  faitbfulnefs^  The  honour 
of  the  divine  veracity  requires  it.  God  -  engaged 
his  'faithful  •  word  for  the  acccmpliftiment  of  rhe 
threcitoningj  therefore  eithtt-  the  tmth  of  God 
:•'.  I  ..-■••    .         i  a  inuft 
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txiuft  ly  open  to  fufpicion,  ot*  die  tjae  puni/hmeat 
muft  be  inflifted  uporvyou,     1  *  .     . .    .  » 

(6,)  Ti  add  no  more  confideration^  under  this 
head;  by  annexing  eternal  puniihraent  to  the. 
commiilion  of  fin,  all  the  .divine  attributes  .were 
engaged  to  fee  it  Execute;  of  the  juftice,  wifdom, 
And  fovereignty  of  God/  it  has  already  been  xnado 
appear ;.  anrfit  might  with  equal  facility  be  eidnc- 
ed,  as  to  the  uftchangeablenels  of  God,  his  good-? 
•neft,  pbwer  ahd  knowlege ;  therefore  he  has  .rea» 
ion  to  demand  (q  high  a  {atisla<Stion.. 

3.  Sin  not.joniy  delerves  that,  heavy  and  eter- 
nal puniflMnent  we,have  been  difcqurfing  of,  and 
not  only  has  God  adjudged,  by  an  irrevcrfible  ap* 
pointment, .  that  it  ftiould  be.fo  puni(hed ;  but  we 
iay  moreover.  That  God  has  juft  reafon  to  inflift 
it,  becauie  this  appointment  of  God,  Unking  fla 
and  ^puniihment  together,  is  moft  jlift  and  equal. 
tThis  puts  it. beyond  all  rational. doubt,  that  God 
has  reafon  to  treat  you  as  he  will  dd,  'Now,  the 
juftice  of  this  penal  Cinftion,  I  ftiall  open  to- you 
in  feveral  conliderations.  .  And, , 
o.  (i.)  This  is  plain  from  th:it  which  we  have  at 
Ijreat  length  difcourled  of  already,  in  reference  to 
the  demerit  of  fuv.  We  baye  p«-oved,  by  many 
inconti:oulablei,cvidences  that  iin  delerves  the  high'* 
eft  puniihment  that  can  be  inflifted.  Now,  juft 
Authority  can  never  be  but  jujft,  in  n  puniftiing  a 
''  crime,  oa*  annexing  a  penalty'  to  it,  that  is  propor- 
tioned to  its  own  nature ;  and  this  is  plainly  tie 
ca(e  here.  ~  ... 

2.  C?od  bits  made  this.  £iaftioii;.. therefore  it  is 
juft.  This, rethink  needs  no  .proof,  the  juc^  tS. 
all  the  earth  cannot  do  wrong,. he  is; a  God  of 
truth,,  .and  without  iniquity.-. ;  Our  ways  JBay>bp 
u;ie(iual,   his  can  never  ;he  To :  for  Were  God  un- 
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righteonSf. f>ow*tould  he  then  jiidge  the  ivorldT 
fays  the  apoftle,  Rom.  iii.  6.  His  will  fe  the  raea- 
fiire  of  juftice  to  us.  He  doth  according  to  his . 
w/V/  tn  the  army  of  heavetty  and  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth ;  and  none  can  fay  to  him, 
What  doji  thou  ?  Dan.  iv.  35.  If  once  we  quite  thtf 
will  of  God  for  the  ftandard'  and  meafure  of  ju- 
ftice,  then  we  wander  and  lofe  ourfelves,  and  are 
never  like  to  find  any  other  thing  that  can  with 
any  fhadow  of  reafon  pretend  to  the  place. 

(3.)  This  appointment  of  God  ismoftjuft,  bc-r 
caufe  it  was  made  in  way  of  a  contraft.  There 
was  a  covenant  between  God  and  Adam ;  God 
did  propole  the  whole  matter  to  him;  and  the 
fubftance  of  it  was  this,  Doy  and  livCy  Ji?ty  and 
die.  Man  was  content,  and  that  upon  deliberati- 
on, with  the  terms ;  and  therefore  the  juftice  of 
God  is  clear  in  this  matter. 

(4.)  God  did  warn  man  beforehand  of  thispur 
niftiment ;  arid  therefore  he  is  vej-y  juft  in  the 
matter :  which  will  appear  very  confiderable,  if  we 
obferve  that,  as  irian  is  unqueftionably  obliged  to 

•  obey  God,  fb  God  has  an  unqueftionable  right  to 
command ;  and  that  not  only  upon  accpunt  of  his 
iupereminent  excellency,  but  on  account  of  his 
creation,  preferyation,  and  innumerable  benefits; 
therefore  he  commanding  to  man  what  is  juft  and 
equal,  may  do  it  upon  what  penalty  he  pleafes, 
without  any  (hadew  of  injuftice;  as  I  fliall  make 
appear  by  this  plain  and  familiar  inftance.  I  fiip-^ 
pole  the  lord  of  a  mannor  to  have  placed  or  made 

.  d  precipice  in  fomc  part  ^of  his  land,  and  that  he 
forbids  his  fervant  to  go  there,  and  tells  him  if  he 
do,  he  will  be  fore  to  fall  there  and  be  killed. 
"Who  would  fay  that  he  were  guilty  of  that  fer-' 
vant's  death,  if  the  ftrvant  fhould^go  thcrer?  And,' 
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I  fity,  God  can  vrith  as  little  ^ufllcc  be  charged 
■Wfith  the  death  of  finners,sOr  with  feverity,  fince 
be  gives  them  feir  warning.  They  choofe  dam-* 
nation,  and  their  deftruftion  is  of  themfeives* 
This  wasperfeftly  the  cafe  with'  man  at  firft:  and 
that  afteiTwards  hfr  fell  under  a  fatal  inability  to  ab- 
^n  from  fin,  no  more  clears  him,  or  makes  God 
&ulty,  than  it  would  dear  the  fervant  formerly 
mentioned,  or  make  bis  mafter  blame-worthy,  if 
the  way  to  that  precipice  lay  ftooping  downward, 
jyid  the  iervant  fbonld,  upon  the  beginning  of  the 
4eicent,  run  with  Co  full  a  carreer,  that  he  were 
not  able  to  halt  till  he  had  broke  his  neck.  This 
I.  fuppofe  would  not  refleft  upon  th«  mafter,  that- 
he  did  not  remove  the  precipice,  or  alter  the 
way  ;  and  this  is  the  cafe  between  God  and  man. 

5.  Cor^Cder  the  influence  that  this' penal  finfti- 
on  has  upon  them  that  are  faved ;  and  whereitt 
we  may  fee  that  God  was  moft  juft  in  appointing 
it.  It  is  the  means  to  bring  them  to  heaven.  It 
moves  mLnifters  to  preach,  A!>/ciy/«^/^^  terrors  of 
the  Lardy  ix^  perfuade  meny  v  Gor.  v.  11.  And 
it  moves  the  hearers  to  accept  of  lalvation;  as 
appears  frqm  the  frequent  ufe  our  Lord  makes  of 
this  argument.  And  in  the  original  conftitutioa 
of  the  law,  it  was  del^igned  as  a  mean,  not  only 
for  the  reparation,  of  its  violated  honour,  but  aUb 
to  deter  men  from  breaking  the  law :  Therefore 
God  is  moft  juft  in  the  whole  pf  his  conduft  ia 
this  l^atter ;  fince  the  greater  the  penalty  was^ 
the  more  likely  a  mean  it  was  to  hold  men  in  the 
uay. 

6   I  thought  to  have  further  cleared  the  equity 
of  tills  appointment  of  God,  whereby  fin  is  or- 
dain .d  thus  to  be  puniflied,  /rom  the  confider^ti*- 
on  of  the  neceflity  thereof  in  order  to  th^  govern- 
ment 
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metit  of  the  voi-ld.  ^  If  men  have  yet  ibch  boldi 
nefi  to  ,fin,  notwitbftanding  the  fevcrity  of  thefi? 
fjoniftunemsj'what  wduJd  they  have  done,  if  thcrd 
had  been  only  Ibme  tight  temporarypunifhment  to 
beinflifted?  Thisconfideration  would  lead  me  tod 
txc  from  the  fiifagefV  in  hand ;  therefore  I  but  namtf 
2t^  aiKl  proceed  to  the 

VI.  And  lajh  genefal,  which  I  propofed  for  the 
improvement  of  this  doftrine.  I  have  unfolded, 
atfome  length,  the  crime  charged  upon  you :  I  have 
proved,  both  in  g^.eral  and  in.particular,  that  ye 
have  all  finned^  and  thereby  C9meJhortof  the  glory 
nfG^d'  I  have  (hewed  what  the  iatis&Aion  is  which 
jaftice  requires:  I  have  likcwile  made  appear,  and 
have  given  you  fome  account,  how  reafonable  it 
is  that  juftice  fhould  carry  its  demands  fo  high.  It 
remains  now,  iHat  we  (hortly  rcprefent  your  mile- 
ry  from  the  whole.  But  here  indeed  I  am  at  a 
\o&  how  to  begiA ;  and  if  once  1  begin,  fhall  find 
myfelf  at  no  lefs  a  ftrait  whpre  to  end.  Sinners  I 
have  proved  youj  afnd  miferable  I  (hall, now  ert- 
'deavocr  td  reprefent  you  upon  this  account. 

I.  If  a  vaft  lofe  can  make  you  miferable,  theii 
•indeed  ye  (hall  be  fo.  Your  loft  can  be  imagined 
by  none,  but  thefe  who  enjoy  the  advantages  you 
Jo^,  or,  thefe  who  are  already  in  the  place  of  tor- 
ment,  and  have  their  eyes  opened  to  fee  their  own 
condftion.  It  is  fuch  a^  lofs,  that  you  cannot  from 
;one  place  have  a  foil  profpea:  of  it,  1  mean,  of 
that  little  portion  of  it  which  may  be  known 
without  feeling:  and  therefore  we  fnall  give  you 
fome  different  views  of  it,  as  it  were  from  diftinft 
places,  at  each  of  which  ye  may  fee  fome,  and  but 
fome  fmall  part  ol^  it. 

(i.)  I  (ay  your  lofs  (hall  be  great,  for  ye  (hall 

lofe  the  world  with  all  its  ddights,  comforts  and 

I  4  fa- 

Digitized  by  L3OOQIC 


Ij^        The guiky  Sinner convUled.  Parti. 

fktisfafKoos.  Are  ye  aow  pofleft  of  a  competent 
ellate,  a  flourifliing  fiimily,  health  of  body,  con* 
tent  of  mipd,  and  a  fair  ftock  of  reputation  ?  yc 
(hall  lofe  all  the(e  things:  aiid  will  not  this  be  a 
vafl  lofs  to  you  ?  Are  not  theie  the  things  that 
bound  your  dedres^  and  terminate  all  your  >vl(hes 
^and  en<quiries  ?  I  (car  they  are  fo  to  moft  of  yojj, 
'  They  who  have  their  portion  only  in  this  life,  feck 
no  more  but  thefe  things.  All  the  queftion  with 
fuch  is.  Who  will  (hew  qs  any  good,  any  worldly 
good  ?  And  if.th^  lofe  theft  things,  then  indeed 
they  lofe  all.  They  may  fay  their  gods  are  taken 
away,  and,  what  have  they  more?  Whatever  is 
defirable  to  the  eyes,  or  pleaiant  to  any  of  your 
fenfes,  ye  (hall  at  once  for  ever  and  eternally  be 
deprived  of.  And  is  not  this  a  vaft  lofe?  Since  it ' 
muft  be  fo,  in  many  of  your  eyes,  ye  fhalllofe 
that  which  ye  valued  above  heaven  and  Chrift*  It 
may  be  fofhe  of  you  cleave  lb  faft  to  a  prefent 
world,  that  neither  the  promifes,  nor  the  threats 
of  the  gofpel  can  induce  you  to  quite  your  hold ; 
yet  notwithftanding  of  all  your  endeavour  to  keep 
.  ih^m,  ye  (hall  lofe  them  all.  Death  will  part  you 
and  them :  and,  O  how  great  will  this  lofs  be  to 
you  who  have  no  morel  ,        y  -• 

(2.)  When  God  puni(hes  you,  ye  will  fuHain 
the  lo(s  of  the  gofpel  .which  now  you  enjoy :  and 
tliis  will  appeat  to  be  a  vaftjofe  then.  The  go- 
fpel has  in  it  treafiires  for  the  poor,  eyes  for  the 
blind,  f^tt  for  the  lame,  underfVanding  for  the 
fimple,  peace  for  rebels,  pardons  for  condemned 
malefactors,,  a  dtle  to  heaven  for  the  heirs  of  hell> 
Tift  for  the  d^ad,  happineft  for  the  mlferablei  and 
to  lofe  all  thefe,  what  lofe  can  be  comparable  to 
thifc  ?  This  lofe,  when  it  is  now  ipoken  of,  may 
appear  £nall  to  you:  but  the  day  is  coming,  when 
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ye  mil  kanv  to  put  a  high  value  upcm  it,  tfter  ye 
have  loft  it. 

(3.)  Ye  "Will  foftahi  a  v^  lofs;  for  infelUbfty 
ye  lofe  hpaietXy  if  ye  continue  In.ycjnr  fins:  and 
who  can  tell  M^hat  a  lofs  that  is  f  Who  can  ibuild 
the  depth  of  Acfe  rivers  of  piedfure  that  are  at 
Gofs  right  iandfor  evermore/  Who  can  weigh  * 
'that  fuKJnore  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  gl(h 
ry  ?  Who  can  take  the  dimcnfions  of  that  vaft  in- 
heritance of  the  faints  in  light  ?  Who  can  d^lare 
the  fwcetnefs  of  thi  fruits  of  tifii  paradife  of  plea- 
furc  ?  What  eye  can  difcern^  or  let  in  jufl  appre- 
henfioDS  of  that  bliis*gi^ing  fight  which  the  faints 
enjoy  above,  where  there  are  no  clouds  to  obfcui* 
the  fece  of  their  fky?  Well,  what  ever  there  is  of 
thele  things,. all  thefe  ye  lofe.  O  immenfe  lofs 
indeed!  •       '     .  -  > 

We  only  liamethefe  things,  defigning  now  tb 
haftcn  to  another  fut^eft.  W'ould  ye  know  how 
great  a  lofs  ye  fuftain  in  the  firflinflance  mention- 
ed? We  raay  fend  you  to  thofe  who  are  wallop- 
ing in  the  ddi^hts  of  the  fbns  of  men,'  and  who 
are  glutting  themfelves  with  a  prefent  world.  They 
will  tell  you  flrange  things  txf  your  lofs  by  the  re- 
moval of  worldly  comforts.  If  ye  would  underr 
fhnd  how  great  your  lofs  is,  by  the  removal  of 
the  gofpel;  go  to  thefe  who  have  got  a  heart  to 
embrace  it,  .and  they  will  give  you  afurprifing  ad- 
count  of  their  enjoyments  by  it:  hut  who  can 
tell  what  heaven  is  ?  they  only  who  have  been 
there;  and  even  fcarce  they,  for  furcly  they  feci, 
tbey  enjoy  more  than  can  be  ^^prefV.  Now  all 
thefe  things  ye  lofe:*  but  need  I  fay  more  ?  Yeiofc 
God^  ye  lofe.  your  own  fouls ;  and  if  ye  lofe  your 
own  fouls,  and  gain  a  world,  what  profit  have  ye  ? 
yea,  ye  fuftain  a  vaft  lofs;  what  muft  then  your 

Infc 
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iof.$  W,  tvh«n  ye  not  only  lofc  yoor  owti  icnsls, 
bi'it  Iqfe  with  it  all  that  is  in  this  world,  all  that 
U  good  and  comfortable  in  that  which  is  to  come? 

2.-  Asye  fuftain  a  great  lofs,  (b  yt  rauft  (uf{er 
%  Yaft  torment.  The  former  particular,  viz,  the 
puiviihmeDt  of  loft,  I  did  only  touch  ar^  becaufe  I 
had  OGcafiofi  in  the  do^trioal  part  to  difcotirfeA 
little  of  it  \  but  here^  when  I  come  to  fpeak  joi 
the  puRifliment  of  fenfey  I  fhall  be  a  little  more 
lad^e,  yet  (b  as  not  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  this 
day's  diicogfrie.  ^  fmners, .  miferable  are  yej  ST 
huge,  Taft  and  intolerable  torment  can  make  yon 
fo.  A  view  of  your  mifery  upon  this  account,  I 
Ihall  ^ve  you  in  a  very  few  particulars. 

I .  If  ye  would  underftand  what  your  cafe  i^  ex- 
ternally to  be,  ye  muft  coniider  what  of  you  it  is 
that  is  to  be  eternally  tormented :  oUr  Lord  fells 
us  ^  both  ibul  ^nd  body's  being  deftroyed  in  hell. 
Maitth.  X.  a8.  Fearnot  them  that  kili  the  bodyy 
but  are  mft  ahle  to  kill  the  foul;  hut^  rather  fear 
him  ivh^  is  able  to  deflroy  both  foul  and  body  in 
^hell.  And  this  gives  us  to  underftand  what  is-  fo 
be  the  &hje£t  of  thele  torments  fmners  are  to  fb- 
Aaio.  It  is  not  a  Anger  or  a  toe;  it  is  not  a  tooth 
or  a  jc^int.;  no,  but  it  b  the  whole  man,  foul  and 
body,  that  are  to  be  tormented.  And  how  will 
ye  be  able  to  endur^  this  ?  If  a  drop  of  fcalding 
yater  fall  upon  your  hand,  ye  are  ready  to  cry 
out  of  intcdicvaWe  pain :  but  how  will  ye  then  bear 
it,  when  a  full  fhower  of  brimftone,  a  <ieluge  of 
burning  wrath,  will  fall  upon  the  whole  man^ 
Ye  arc  not  now  able  to  hold  your  finger  to  the 
fire  J  how  will  ye  then  encjurc, when  foul  and  body 
ihall  be  caft  alive  into  devourin-g  fire  and  everlaft- 
ing  burnings  ?  If  now  the  trouble  of  one  part  of 
the  body  occafion  ib. terrible  difordcr,  what  wll 

your 
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your  cafe  be, .  wbcn  every  faculty,  of  yoar  Ibukr, 
<very  laembcr,  every  joint,  Cnew  and  artsery  of 
your  body,  (hall  be  briin-ftill  of  wrath  ? 

(2.)  Gonfider^  Who  i«  the  contriver  of  thcfe 
tonnents.  There  havfe  been  fome  very  ex(}uifii9 
torments  contrived  by  the  wit  of  xnen^  the  nam* 
ing  of  which,  if  ye  undcrftood  th«r  nature,  wet© 
enough  to  fill  your  beams  with  horror ;.  but  all 
Aefe  fall  as  far  (hort  of  the  torments  ye  are  to  en-^ 
4are,  as  the  wifdom  of  man  fells  (hort  of  that  of 
God,  who  is  wijif  and  'mil  bring  evilj  I&.  xxxL 
2.  Infinite  wifdom  has  contrived  that  evil^  thefe  • 
torments  which  are  to  be  the  eternal  portion  of  all 
impenitent  flnner^.  If  man  can  find  out  a  rack,c 
gridiron,  a  furnace  heated  fev/cn  times,  for  tor- 
menting fucb  as  he  has.  a  mind  to  punifh;.  what 
ihall  we  conceive  to  be  the  inventions  of  infinite 
wilHom,  when  it  is  fct  on  work  to  contrive  a  pu*^ 
nifhment  for  finners  ?  Wifdom,  infinite  wifiiomy' 
well  knows  the  frame^  both  of  foul  and  body  ^  it 
knows  whftt  faculty  of  the  one  or  the  other,  are 
ofmoflexquifite  fenfe>  and  what  torments  can 
Urork  upon  them.  God  jDiews  hiinfelf  wife,  not 
only  in  bringing  evil  upon  finners,  but  in  con* 
trivingit,  fb  that  it  ,£^1  iurpafs  what  creatures 
can  inf&A.  .        ' 

3.  Conlider,  Who  is  theinfliftor  pf  thefetor-- 
meats,  and  this  will  give  us  a  flrange  profpeft  of 
the  mifery  of  thofe  who  fall  under  tbem.  It  is 
God,  by  hi5  own  immediate  hand.  And  fi-om  tht^ 
the  apofMe  reprefents  the  mifery  of  fuch  who  (hail 
feH  under  this  puni(hment,  Ftirwe  know  him  tkat 
hathfaidjVengeimce  behngeth  ifrtto  me,  and  I'vaUl 
recomftenfey  faith  the  Lord :  and  again ^  the  L$rd 
fiall  Judge  his  peafie.  U  is  a  fearful  thing  J* 
fail  into  tbp  bands  of  the  livimg  God,.  IJeb.  x.  30*1 
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31.  Should  God  but  give  a  commiflion  to  fome 
creature  to  torment  us,  if  it  Tvere  but  to  a  flea  to. 
leap  into  the  eye,  and  tliere  to  abide,  how  great 
would  this  torment  be  ?  Bdt  much'  more  terrible 
would  your  cafe  be,  if  God  Ihould  fet  his  wiiHom 
41  work,  to  find  out  and  invent  what  mixture  of 
t)c»"ments  from  creatures  would  be  moft  exquifite, 
and  then  inflift  thefe  yyfon  you ;  this  could  not 
but  make  your  c^fc  miferible:  fmce  the  nature  of 
UKia  is  capable  to  receive  comfort  or  diCjuietment 
from  every  creature;  add  God  knows  not  only  our 
•  frame  and  make;  but  that  of  all  the  other  crea- 
tures,, and  therefore  underftands  what  might  con- 
tribute moft  to  our  difquiet  and  torment;  (hould 
God  deal  thus,  it  would  make  very  exquifite  tor- 
ments indeed,  but  all  this  were  nothing  to  his 
own  immediate  hand  and  power.  His  liWe  fing- 
er is  more  terrible  than  the  joint  power  of  ajl  the 
creatures.  As  there  is  nolearching  out  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  fo  there  is  no  fearching  out  of  his 
power,  who  is  the  inflifter,  the  author  of  the  e- 
rcmal  torment  of  fmncrs,  ruho  Jhall  be  pitnifljed 
M^ith  everlafting  deflrudhion  from  the  prejence  of 
the  Lordy  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power ^  2 
Their*  i.  9.  But  of  this  more  anon. 

4^  Oonfider  vfbsx  it  is  that  engages  infinite  pow-- 
cr,  and  (exs  on  infitiite  wiCiom,  and  this  will  give 
you  yet  a  more  terrible  reprefentatibn  of  your  mi- 
ftry^  If  it  were  only  juftice,  ye  might  expeft  - 
that  there  might. poffibly  be  fome  abatement  made; 
but  it  is  anger,  fliry,  the  height  of  fury,  that  fets 
wiClom  a  work  to  contrive,  and  power  on  work  to 
work  your  mifery ;  and  therefore  miferable  yc 
muft  of  neceflity  be,  beyond  thought  or  expreffi- 
on.  A  remarkable  fcripture  to  this  ^urpofe  we 
>vve  in  NahuinJ.  2«^-6.    God.  Is  jealous,  and  the 

'       Lord 
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Lord  revengeth^  the  Lord  revengethf  and  isfiirhus, 
the  Lord  wiU  take  vengeance  on  his  adverfariei^ 
and  he  referveth  wrath  for  bis  enemies.   The  Lord 
is  flow  to  angery  and  great  in  ponver^  and  w Hi  not 
at  all  acquit  the  wicked:  the  Lord  hath  his  way  in 
the  whirlwind y  and  in  the  ftomty   and  the  douds 
are  the  duft  of  his  feet.     He  rdbuketh  thefeay  and 
Tnaketh  it  dry,  and  drieth  up  all  t^e  rivers  f  Ba^ 
Jban  langui/hethy  and  Carmely  and  the  flonster  of 
Lebanon   languijheth.     The  mountains   quake  at 
Mm,  and  the  hills  melt y  and  the  earth  is  burnt  df 
iis  pre/ence  i  yea,  the  world,   and  all  that  dwelt 
therein.     IVho  can  ftand  before  his^indignaihn? 
and  who  can  abide  in  the  fiercenefs  of  his  anger  F 
*His  ftiry  is  poured  out  like  fire ,  and  the  rocks  are 
thrown  down  by  him.     This  is  a  Icripture  lb  very 
remarkable,  that  We  cannot  pafs  it,  without,  of- 
fering yoira  fewobfervations  for  clearing  it  a  little. 
And,  (i.)  Here  ye  may  fee  the  certainty  of  fm" 
ners  being  puniftxed.     If  ever  ye  eicape  whd  con* 
tinue  in  your  fins,  it  nauft  either  be  becaufe  God! 
wiU  not,  or  ftecaufe  be  is  not  able  to  puni(h  you  i 
but  here  ye  fee  *that  he  is  both  able  and  wiQtng, 
verfe  7..    The  Lord  is  great  in  power y  and  will  not 
4it  all  acquit  the  wicked.     By  no  means  will  he 
let  them  go  who  continue  in  their  impenitcncy. 
(2.)  Ye  fee  what  the  puniihmcnt  of  the  wicked  is: 
He  will  take  vengeance  on  his  ddverfariesi'ajid  he 
rejerveth  vSrath  for  his  enemies.     Iris  exprefled 
by  vengea^^ce-'ZtiA.  by  wrath.     It  is  a  piinifiiment 
that  is  the  cffefit  of  Wrath  aftd  revenge,  and  is  to 
be  continued,  by  wrath  thnt  is  kept  in  referve  for 
thatpurpofe.>  (3.)  Ye  have  that  which  is  the  hi* 
Sifter  of  this  puniflimentj  it  is  the  great  power 
of  God.  <  (4.)  Here  ye  hay^  that  whirh  fets  this 
power  on  work  to  punifh  the  wicked ;  it  is  jealon- 
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fy:  N»vjjeahi^  if  th^  rigge  ufa  man,  Prov.  vL 
and  lafi^  aad  jcaloufy  in  Ood  is  tfac  rag^  of  God. 
(5.)  Here  you  fee  the  ruftil  tsffe&s  of  %\m  rage  of 
Qod;  the  Loird  revmgeth^tbe  L9rd  rtveugeth,  Thtt 
esipneffions  being  daubli^d  intends  tbe  %m&€ati- 
on,  uTid  fliews  the  certaSnty  of  it.  (6.)  To  reprc* 
^£U^  if  po(Bble>  the.Urribtenefs  of  this  revenge^ 
in  a  yet  more  lively  inanner,  it  is  added^  the  Lord 
nv^ng^h  an^  is  furiws^  (7.)  'The  Jerriblenefa 
of  thi)B  appearance  ^  God  agakif):  finncars,  is  ftir* 
tber  dedared  by  a  deicription  of  God'^power^  de» 
feril^  in  its  ^Sss&&  upon  the  inanimate  creatures: 
'  as  if  he  hiid  faid,  Lopk  hoW'  terrible  thc.cafc  of 
iinnerd  Is  like  to  be^  when  God  begins  to  take 
vengeanoe  on  them,  aiid  tp  revenge  liimieif  by 
tiiat  pCiwer,  which  by  a  rebufce  dricth  np  the  fea; 
apd  the.riversy  that  makes £aflian  and  Carmel  to 
lac^ifti,  that  melts  the  hilk^  and  makes  the  earth 
to  quifce.  The  power  of  God  was  pttt  forth  in  a 
very  remarkable  mann^,  in  creating,  the  world; 
\\9X  it  is  ej^erted  in  a  more  remarkable  manner,  ia 
punitolng^ribe  wicked*  bereio  is- Jiis  power,  cyte 
the  gjnry  oif  his  power  majpjfefted,  for  ye  are  to 
be  punUhed  V)itb  ey (risking  defiruiUon  frgm  the 
ghry  of  hii  poster.  The  power  of  man  pcpdocoa 
gF<$atef:  ciTe^tsy  whc^  an^r  and  fury  niake  him 
ftraSn,;  ais  it  wcre>  every  finew  and  nerve,  thto. 
v*an  h?  is  cool,  andip  a  fedate  compiled  ftamej 
A.Samfon  in  fuch  a  cafe  pulled  doNjifn  the  piUai* 
of  the  houfe.  WJftt.  fhall  we  then  conceive  Ihall 
b«  the  eSefts  of  GQd>  pQwer,  whe6  !ih!&  heat  of 
anger  and  fierce  indignation  and  fiiry  esuiiies  and' 
afis  it  \  JVfey  I  not  eanclude  tlus  co^kfideratioa- 
with  thflit  of  the  prophet  i£i:the  6  ym*  Wh^-cofi 
ih^ht  Hfot^  Mis  inifgnaiiotti  and  %vhp{.oanjiUdeiH' 
..   .'    \         .  ./  :..•  •  .:  ..A  /    .        Jie> 
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the  fierccnefi  af  ht$  anger  P  His  fury  is  poured  out 

like  fire^  and  the  rocks  4ire  throivn  down  ky  hlrjt^ 

'3.  As  your  loft  is  great,  and  the  puniihmentye 

arc  TO  undergo  great,(b  both  theft  will  come  upon 

you  in  one  day :  and  this  is  a  ter«rible  aggravad-  ^ 

qH  of  your  hiiiery.In  a  moment  ali  the  enjoynaenta 

of  earthy  all  the  gofpel  privileges  and  all  the  hope* 

of  fiitutie  biljs  which  impenllietit  ilnners  have,  Mrill 

rvanKh;  ^and  then,  even  then,  at  that  veryinftant, 

•ivill  God  appear,'  with  his  face  full  of  frowns,  his 

J;ieart  full,  of  fury,  his  hand  fyll  of  power,  and  all 

cUre^ked  tpwaad  finners.     It  is  remarkable  in  the 

j^teace  at' the  iaft  day,  that  with  the  &me  breath, 

at  the  very  iametiiftant,  they  are  Wd  depart  God's 

prefence^   Matth*  xxv-  41.  they  are  likewi(eyjw/ 

into  euerlafiimg  burntJ^s . 

4.  As  both  will  comc.at  once,  lb  they  both  will 
cqmp  fiiddeniy  and  ftirprjfingly.  This  extremely 
increafts  yongr  n^K^ry.  Sudden  deftraftiottj  and 
liirpriiing  difflru^lion,  is,  on.  that  very  ac<X)unt, 
Rouble  deftriaftioQ.  It  may  be  ifaid  that  your  dam*' 
oatioa  lingioth  not,  2  Pet,  ii,  4*  As  Chrift  comes 
quickly^&ev.^icxii.  ao.  io  be  ^omes  in  flaming  fire 
to  take  vengenance  ^n  them  thathn^w-nat  Ged^and 
obey  mt  the  go^d.  7.  Thcff  i.  8.  It  Is  fudden,  be- 
cauft  it  comes  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  expelled. 
Many  of  yob  poffibly  may  be  putting  the  evil -day 
fer  away;  and  yet  ye  cafenot  tell  how  near  if- 
may  be  toibm^  of  you.  Who  can  tell,  but  fimid 
who  this  day  are  her£  in  God's  prefence,  may  be- 
in  the  pit  before  the  next  (abbath  ?  But  whether 
it  be  ip  or  not,  we  are  furc  it  is  not  long  to  the 
time,  when  aU  ofypa  who  remain  impenitent, 
fliall  befentdowato  the  fides  of  the  pit,  <  It  ia- 
iudden  alfo^  becaufe  uiually  thig  ruih  comes^wheti 
the  quite  cbiitraiy  is  expe^edj  wh^  they  fc^^ 

peace, 
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peace  J  peace y  thenfudden  deJiruSHony^  i  TheflT.  v. 
3,  When  the  fool  was  finging  a  requiem  to  his 
own  foul  for  many  years, ,  then  that  very  hightail  - 
this  mifery  Comes  upon  him,  Luke  xii.  20.  And 
this  was  a  great  aggravation  of  his  mifery,  A  blow 
*givcn  when  the  ctotrary  is  expeAed,.is  doubly 
(lunning. 

5.  As  all  thefe  things,  all  the  lofles^  all  the  tor- 
ments V  e  have  been  peaking  of,  come  fiiddenly 
and  at  once;  fo  they  are  all  inevitable;  Impenitent* 
iintiers  cannot  by  any  means  qfeape  them.  For, 
I.  God  has  engaged  that  iinnersihall  be  puni(h- 
cd.  He  will  not  at  all  acquit  the  wicked.  He  ha$ 
pail  his  word  upon  it,  he  fwears  in  his  wrath  that 
impenitent  finners  Jiali  not  enter  into  bis  reji^ 
Heb.  iii.  18.  Therefore  they  may  cxpeft  ti^it  he 
"f^ill  be  as  good  a$  his  word.  ^    , 

^  .  2.  God  cannot  chapgej  there  is  no  vartahlenejs 
nor  Jhadov)  of  turning  ivith  him,  Jam-  i*  1 7.  He 
cpntinues  unalterably  ,the  fame.  /  am  the  Lord,  I 
change  not,  therefore  the  fonf  of  Jacob  are  not 
Qonfumedy  Mai.  iii,  6.  There  is  the  dear  fide  of 
the  cloud  to  his  own  people ;  and  upon  the  other 
hand,  it  be  may  inferred,  lam  the  Lord^  I  change 
not ;  therefore  ye  whp  have  continued  impenitent 
fliall  be  turned  intp  bell. 

^y  Ye  are  not  able  to  ward  off  the  blow;  'The 
apoflle  obferves,  Th^t  the  foolifhnefs  vf  God,  is 
wi/ir  than  man,  and  theiveaknefs  ofGodisJlrong" 
ecjhan  man,  i  Cor.  i.  25.  The  weakeft  effort  of 
God  againft  map,  is  enough  utterly. to.niine  hiiti, 
Lo,  .  at  the  rebuke  of  his  countenance  ive  ptrifly^ 
Pfal.  Uxx,  1 6.  He  can  look  upon  one  that  is  proud ^ 
and  ahafe  hiniy  and  bb  eye  can  caft  about  rage  and 
Jcftri^ftion,  Job  xl.  .11,  12,  13.  If  a- look  can 
ruine  us^  much  more  the  Breath  of  his  noftrils: 
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By  the  breath  of  his  noflrils  we  are  confumedy  and 
by  the  blafi  of  him  nue  pertjby  Job  iv.  9.  Now 
if  ye  be  not  able  to  ftand  againft  his  look,  his 
breath>  the  blaftof  his noftrils,  far  lefi  againft  his 
finger,  which  ruined  Egypt  by  divers  plagues ;  and 
yat  much  left,  againft  his  fift,  Ezek.  xxii.  1 3. 
Whofe  hisart  can  endure?  Whofe  hands  cnn  be 
ftrohg,  in  the  day  when  thefe  h4nds  that  meafure 
the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  them,  that  (pan  the 
'  heavens,  comprehend  the  duft  of  the  earth,  and 
tsJce  up  the  ifles  as  a  verylittle  thing,  (hail  begin 
to  crufti,  ahd  fi}Xieeze,  and  grip  him  ?  for  lefi  is 
aay  able  to  withftand,  when  God  lays  on  the 
-weight  of  his -wrath,  which  preffeth  them  hard, 
as  it  did  Heman;  or  when  he  rims  upon  them 
like  a  mighty  g^ht,  with  his  full  force,  as  a  man 
doth  upon  bis  enemy.  Job  xvi.  14.  In  this  cafe, 
neither  ye  yourfelves  nor  any  creature  can  help 
yeu  J  therefore  your  mifery  is  inevitable. 
-  6.  As  your  mifery  is  inevitable,  lb  it  is  eternal. 
It  is  not  for  a  day^  or  a  year,  or  a  month,  or  an 
age,  nay,  nor  for  millions  of  ages;  but  for  ever. 
It  is  everlafting  deftruAion,  everlaftlng  burnings 
ye  are  to  dwell  with ;  the  worm  dies  hot,  the  fire 
goeth  not  out;  the  fmoke  of  your,  torment  (hali 
alcpid  for  ever  and  ever.  If  one  ever  will  not  do 
it,  ye  (hall  have  more  of  them.  Here  indeed  is 
mifery,  exquifite  mifery  ;  and  ye  would  do  well 
to  think  on  youn  eicape. 

We  have  now^  for  eight  Lord's-days,  infifted 
upon  this  (iibjeil  t  and  may  we  not  conclude  with 
the  prophet.  Who  hath  believed  our  report  I  Who 
among  you  aH,  who  have  been  oUf  cble  hearers 
upon  this '(ubje£^>  areyet  convinced  of  fin?  I  fear 
very  few,  if  any;  If  there  be  but  one  foul  among 
you  all  that  is  awakened  to  fee4ts  fin  and  mifery, 
'  :   '       'K  ^•••.  '-  -  .  ■     .     the 
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the  news  we  are  next  to  bf mg,  will  be  wdcomc 
to  (uch,  and  we  iiope  the  Lord  will  grant  ihcm 
that  which  they  long  for. 

Bi^t  to  ^e  generality,  who  are  yjBt  feft  aikep, 
i^nd  who  are  as  infenfible  as  ever,   we  fhall  fey  a 
few  words  :  And,  (i.)  we  iay  to  you,    Have  ye 
not  heard  what  we  have  charged  you  with  ?  And 
what  anfwer  ye  to  all  ?  I  am  fiire  ye  can  anlwer 
nothing  that  is  of  weight.    And  if  ye  be  not  able 
to  anfwer  a  man  like  yourfelv^s,  think  h^w.  mute  • 
yp  will  be,  wh^n  ye  come  before  our  great  Lord 
and  Mafter,  feated  upon  the  great  white  throne. 
(.2.)  What  mean  ye,  Ofleepers?  Is  it  now  time 
to  be  fleeping,  when  ye  cannot  teil  but  the  next 
moment  yq  (hall  fink  irrecoverably  into  th^  im- 
jgienfe,,  ocean  of  the  eternal  and  intolerable  wrath 
of  God?  (3O  .We  cannot  tell  but  thisyiour  ftupi- 
dity  niay  provoke  God  to  that  degree  againft 
you,  that  ye  fhall  never  have  a  warning  more. 
How  terrible  will  your  cafe  be,  if  he  fliail  fey,  Ne- 
ver fruit  grow  upon  thefe.  barren  and  unfroitftJ 
finners  any  more;  dr  if  this  day  he  fhall  give 
death  a  copiniiffion.  Go  tO' yonder  obftinate  fin- 
ners.  Whom  I  by  my  lervants  have  loi^  been 
dealing  with,  in  orda>  to  bring  them  to  a  convi- 
flion  of  their  danger,  arreft  them,  bring  them 
immediately  to  me,  and  I  ihall  awaken  them^ 
but  not  to  their  advantage.  How  will  your  hearts 
ake,  your  ears  tingle,  and  your  fpirits  fail,  when 
ye  heartKedrfeadful  lenience  pronounced,  Mat.»tv. 
41,  Depart  from  me,  ye  cur/hdy.  into  everhfting 
fircy  pnpared^for.  the  devil  and  bit  -angels^  Now,  tf 
ye  would  evite  this,  awake  in  time,  and  flee  to  Je- 
fus  Ghrift :  haflen  your  escape,  before  the  decree 
bring  forth,  before  the  day  pafi  as  the  chaff,  before 
the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  cojae,w|)onyoujf  before 
the  day  cf  the  Lord's  anger  come  upon  you. 
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,Q  R, 
Tjje  convinced  Sinner's  Cafe  and  Cure. 
P  A  k  T    II.         - 

Acts  xvi. 

29  T'hen  he  called  for  a  light y  andfprang  in, 
and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  SHas. 

30  ^nd  brought  them  out,  and  faid,  Sirs, 
what  mufl  I  do  to  be  faved  f 

31  And  they  faid.  Believe  on  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  and  thou  Jhalt  be  faved,  and 
thy  houfe^ 

'\\  yH  E  N  'we  began  to  difcourfe  to  you 
lA/     from  Rom.  iii.  23.  we  obftrved,  that 

f  y  there  are  three  quefclons  in  which 
njan  is  principally  concerned,  What  have  I  dpne? 
^htjhall  Ido  to  be  faved?  What  /hall  I  render 
^0  the' Lord?  He  who  knows  how  to  anfwer  thefe 
^atisfyingly,  cannot  mils  happinefs,  if.  he  pradtife 
according  to  knowlege*. 

To  the  fir/l  we  ;hav€  returned  anlwer  at  fbme 

length.  We  have  ih^wi)  you  what  ye  have -done, 

K  a  ^        anH 
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and  what  arc  the  confequerits  of  it;  'ye  have  fin- 
nedy  and  €ci' come  Jhort  if  the  glory  of  God.  Noifr 
we  ftiall  proceed  to  the  fecond  queftibn,  JVhaf 
Jballive  do  to  hefuved?  And  as  the  ground  of 
what  we  are  to  fay  upon  this  head^  we  have  cho^ 
(en  the  words  read,  in  .which  both  the  quefHon 
and  anlVerare  dUHnftly  laid  down.    -     *      : 

In  the  text  and  context,  we  have  the  account  of 
the  converfioji  of  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  at  Phi- 
lippi,  a  city  in  Macedonia.  In  which  there  occur 
feveral  things  very  confiderable. 

1 .  The  perfoii  who  wasiconverted'deferves^  to 
have  a  ipecial  remark  put  upon  him.  He  is- a  hea- 
then, one  of  the  ruder  -fort,  who  was  taught 
blindly  to  dbey  what  he  was  put  to^  without  ever 

.  enquiring  whether  right  or  wrong.  He  had,  but 
the  night  before,  put  the  apoftfes  feet  in  the  ftocks, 
and  laid  them  in  cliaiils.  When  God  defigns'  to 
ereft  trophies. to  his  grace,  he  is  not  wont  to  iingle 
out  the  mora!,  the  wife  and  polifht  fort  of  finners, 
left  they  Ihould  glory  in  thcmfchres :  buthe|ritches 
upon  a  Mary  Magdaleri  that  has  (even  devils 
dwelling  in  her ;  a  perfecuting  Saul,  a  rude  Jay- 
lor,  that  no  fleih  may  glory  in  his  prefence,  i 
Cor.  i.  26,  27,  28,  29. 

2.  The  place  where  he  is  Converted,  is  a  pri- 
fon, a  place  where  rainifters  were  not  wont  to 
come,  but  when  they  were  brought  there,  that 
they  might  be  kept  from  emteavouring  the  con- 
verfion  of  finners.  When  God  has  a  mind  to 
have  a  finner,  he  Will  not  want  means  to  accom- 
pliih  his  defign.  He  can  make  a  place,  that  is 
defigned  to  be  a  mean  of  fuppreffing  the  gofjiel, 
fubfervient  to  its  propagation, 

3.  The  exercile  of  the  afpoftle$  under'  their 
c6nfinement,  deferves  a  reniark.    A  prifon  is  not 

^       .     able 
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able  to  keep  them  from  praifing  God.  Sometimes 
they  have  been  made  to  fing  in  a  priibn,  "who  have. 
been  mourning  when  at  liberty.  God  diipenfes 
the  largeft,  the  richeft  comforts,  when  his  people 
need  them  moft.  He  can  fweeten  a  ftinking  dunge- 
on with  the  favour  of  his  (weet  ointments.  He  can. 
Ibften  .hard  chains,  by,  lining  them,  as  it  were, 
with  rich  fupplies  of  grace.  He  can  relax  the 
cloienefs  of  a.  prilbn,  with  his  free  Ipirit,  who 
brills  liberty  whcre-ever  he  is.  Their  hearts  are 
thankfiil  for  mercies  that  they  enjoy;  and  God 
chooies  that  time  to  give  them  new  ones :  A 
fh-ang  proof  that  it  is  indeed  a  good  thing  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  name  oF  the  Lord.  Praife  for 
old  mercies  brings  new  mercy  with  it.  The  libe- 
ral man  lives  by  liberal  devices. 

4*  The  occafion  of  the  jaylor's  converfion  is  an 
earthquake  which  fliook  the  priion)  opened  the 
doors,  and  made  the  chains  fall  off.  A  flrange 
fort  of  earthquake  indeed,  that  looted  the  prifbn- 
crs  bonds.  When  the  Lord  deflgns  to  awaken  a 
fHi^er,  if  lefs  will  not  do  it,  a  miracle  Ihall  be 
wrought. 

5.  It  is  worthy  our  obffervation,  that  the  firft 
influence  of  this  providence  was  like  to  have  prov- 
en ^tal  and  ruining  to  the  man  whoie  falvation 
was  defigned.  The  firfl:  appearances  of  Godvfor 
the  lalvation  of  fitnners  may  have  a  very  fltange 
influence.  They  may  be  fb  far  from  bringing  the 
Atmers,  whofc  falvation  is  defigned,  nearer,  thatv 
they  may  ftem  to  put  them  further  off.  The  jay- 
lor  would  have  killed  himfelf. 

6.  Their  frame  and  deportment  under  this  dif- 
peniation  is  no  lefs,  remarkable.  Though  the 
earth  be  (haken,  their  hearts  are  not  fo,"but  are  in 
a  bleffed  reft  and  repofe.     They  know  that  God 
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who  (bcfok'the  earth,  was  their  God,  and  gave  it 
%  commiffion  not  to  wrong,  but  to  help  them. 
This  keeps  tlie  chriftian  calm  under  {halting  provi- 
dences^ the  feas  may  rage,  and  beat  high,  bufthe 
rock  whereon  he  refts,  remains  firm,  and  cannot 
be  fhaken.  And  a  further  proof  of*  their  frame 
we  have  in  their  regard  to  the  jaylor's  fafety. 
Some  would  have  thought  it  a  happy  occafiori'to 
make  an  efcape ;  but  they  take  bare  of  the  keeper's 
Hfe,  though  it  ftiould  be  to  the  endangering  ©ftheir 
own.  They  dp  good  to  en^nuds;  andv love  them 
that  hate  them. 
-  7.  Their  words  to  the  Jayksf-are  renMrksibft ; 
lyo  thyfelf  no  harrHy  they  feafombly  ftep,  in  for 
preventing  of  fin.  They  reprint  the  lift  fo  as 
it  might  appear  the  more  hateful;  tbey^riemove  the 
temptation. '  •  Herein  they  ka^ve  vs  an  example*  if 
we  would  prevent  th^  ruiiiet  of  others,  we  nwift 
ftep  in  (eafonably.  Had  they -ddayeda  little  long- 
er, the  rnan  had  bderi  gone  paft -all  remedy,  tf 
We  would  difcover  fin^fo  as  tcrmake  it  appear  fm- 
ful,  we  muft  reprefentit  undisf  thdfe  forriis  which 
are  moft  likely  to  engage  finners  to  renourtp^  it* 
I>6fhyfelf\no  harin,  Self-prefervatidn  is'tbe  prime 
diftate  of  na-t^ure.  Yot  one  to  deftroy  himfelf,  is  to 
aft  crofs  to  the  Very  foundatlo^x  of  reafon,  which 
leads  to  the  irie  of  all  means  that  have  a  tendency 
to  felf-preiervation.  And  then,=*they  remove  the 
temptation.  The(e  who  wouid  effefhiaily  dif 
fuade  finner^  from  fin,  muft  kr  them  fee  that  all 
the  grounds  thoy  go  upon  are  miftakes.  The  man 
fuppofed  they  had  been  gone,  and  that  he  would 
be  punlRiedfor  them;  and  to  evite  this  imagina- 
xy  danger,  he  would  have  really  ruined  himfelf. 
Thus  finners,  to  evite  imaginary  evils,  run  upon 
ital  ones ;  and  to  gain  imaginary  advantages,  they 
.     .  iofe 
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loie'tke  true  gain.  And  therefore minifters  o 
cbecBy  in  dealing  with  them^  fhould  Hudy  to 
deceive  them  in  this  matter;  Do  thyjilfm  ha 
for  vjt  are  all  here. 

■-  ifere  ibme  may  enquire,  how  they  faw  L 
when  it  was  now  night,  and  he  did  not  fee  th< 
To  this  I  anfwer^  There  might  be  either  mc 
light,  or  a  candle  In  the  uttermoft  room,  ther 
<they  might  lee  what  was  done  there;  but  ye 
.  could  not  lee  into  the  remote  comers  of  the  ini 
'  moft  priibn  where  they  lay  in  chains. 

8«  We  are  to  oUerve  the  influence  that 
check,  this  fidonable  ad^ce,  that  carrried  a 
proof  in  its  boiom,:  faiid-  upon  the  man;  it  c 
vinoed  him,  it  put  him  into  this  trembling  hi 
ble  pofturewefirad  him  in.  Here  I  might  obf! 
many  very  coaiiderable  truths.  Grace  ufiially 
gins  to  work,  when  (imiers  have  gone  to  a  hei] 
•  to  an  excefi  of  fin,  WJiile  the  man  is  pradi 
a  bloody  crime,  aiid  had  murdered  him&lf  in 
fign,.  then  grace  ciiooies  to  lay  hold  on  1: 
When  Saul  was  grown  mad  in  his  periecut 
casrrying  it  even  to  a  foreign  country,  grace  t 
the  opportunity*  It  doth  not  beipeak  fmner 
dieir  lucid  intervals;  but,  to  fHew  its..powei 
resicbes  them  when  at  their  worft.  Again,  ] 
niighty  a  change  can  a  word  work,  when  the 
iit  of  CrCfcd  concurs  ?  He  whom  the  earthquake 
not  deter  from  finning^  is  overcome  with  a  W( 
A  word  makes  him  thit  put  their  feet  in  the  ftc 
fall  down  afc  their  feet.  One  word  opens 
marj'si  eyes  to  fee  w;hat  he  never  faw  before,  it 
his  heart  with  ccmcern  about  Falvatior>>  a  t] 
he  had  not  minded  before ;  and  the  fears  of 
wrath  that  he  little  thought  of,  when  he  was 
going  to  throw  himfelf  fearlclly  in  ita  hand 
K4 
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ielf^murdery  now  make  him  .tremHe,  and  fitfll 
<lown,  and  cry  out,  IVhat  nmft  I  do  fa  be  fimed^ 
It  makes  him  pay  tcverence  to  them  to  whom  he 
paid  nojie  before.  He  calls  them  Sirs^  a  term  of 
honour  and  refpeft.  A  great  change  indeed! 
Here  areS  a  multitude  of  wonders.  The  terrors  of 
God  make  a  ftout  heart  to  ihakc.  An  uncQ£icern- 
ed  perfecutor.lay&  faivatton  to  heart:  and  jnoeh 
concern  in  the  heart  di(coTrer&ltielf  by  its  ef&fts; 
it  breaks  out  in  the  trembling  of  the  body^  and  the 
anxious  queftion  in  the  tc:^t. 

9.  Here  it  is  worth,  c^ir  . wiile  to. enquire; 
What  he  was  convinced  of  ^  That  the  mtn  is 
convinced  of  danger  is  plaiji  ^rthat  it  was  not  the 
danger  of  being  puni(hed.far  letting  away  the 
prifbnerSy  is  no  lefs  plain ;  be  was  now  eafed  of 
any  fears  he. had  of  this  ,fbrt.  In  one.  wordy  he 
was  convinced .  of  his  fin*  and.miiery*.  This  is 
plain  from  the  apoftlcs  direftion.  It  ix^ere  blafybe- 
my  to  think  that  they  miftook  his  citfe :  andjthe 
event  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  they  were  not 
miftaken;  for  the  cure  is  no  Iboner  applied*  thin 
it  takes  cffeft.  The  direflion  quieted  the.  man's 
mind ;  and  this  makes  it  plain,  that  it  was  iln  and 
milery  that  was  now  In  his.  view;  it  was  the  curie 
of  the  law  that  was  purfuing  him.  c  We  need  hot 
,  Jpend  time  in  enquiring  what  fins  he  was  convinc- 
ed of.  That  the  fin  of  felf-murder  was  tlic  firft, 
leems  probable  from  what  has. been  already  diC- 
cotirfed.  When  the  candle  of  the  Lord  fills  the 
bofoni  of  a  fmner  with  light,,  the.firft  fin  that  is 
feen  is  ufually  fbme  great  fin,  and  for  moft  part 
the  fin  that  was  laft  committed.  This  finwas  juft 
now  committed;,  and  a  monftrous  one  it  was; 
but  though  this  mi^ht  be  the  firft,  we  have  no 
rcafon'ta. think   that  it  was  this  only;  nay,  we 

have 
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have  rcaCin  to  think,  that  the  Lord  gave' the  man 
a  broad  fight  of  all  his  other  impieties*  When  the 
Lord  lights  a  candle  in  a,finner*s  bofom,  though 
(bmeone^reat  fin  occurs  firft,  yet  he  quickly 
turns  to  others,  and  looks.  thVough  the  ugly  heart 
that  was  never  feen  before,  and  fees  it  full  of  fins. 
The  Lord  itells  fmner*  fometimes  all  liiat-  ever 
dicydid,  by  telling  them  one  fin ;  and  thus  no 
doubt  it  was  with  the  jaylor.     In  the 

|o.  And  Jaft  place,  the  pofture  the  poor  man 
is  in- when  he  puts  the  melancholy  qucfl:ion,  What 
tnufi  I  do  to^efavedP  defervcs  our  notice;  he  is 
fi^lkn  upon  ihis  faces  not  to  worfbip :  this  the  a- 
poftles  would  not  have  permitted,  as  they  did  hot ' 
upon  othi^.occafiQnsc  but  either  it  is  onJy  a  civil 
re(peA  he  pays*  them  after  the  fafhion  of  fuppH- 
cants  in  ;tte  eaftern  countries;  or  his  trembring 
legs  werenbt  able  to  fiipport  his  body;  or  partly 
the  one,  and  partly  the  other  occafioned  this  po- 
fture. i  .  '.  '  ' 
^  Tfafe  next  thing  that  felfs  under  our  confiderati- 
on,  is  the  anfwer  which  the  apoftles  give  to  the 
jaylor's  qaeftion,  Believe  on  tie  Lord  Jefui  Cbrift^ 
und  thou  Jhalt  he  faued  and  thy  hcuji;  Thiscofir 
tains  the  fubftance  of  the  gofpel ;  and  it  is  this  part 
of  the  words,  we  princijially  d^fign  to  infill  on.  I 
flull  refer  the  explication  of  them,  till  fudi  time 
as  I  bav^  done  with  what  is  defigned  from  the 
.  queftion;  becaufe  I  dp  not  incline  to  burden  you 
with  too  tedious  an  explicaton  of  the  words. 

From  the. queftion  itielfthen,  according  to  the 
account  juft  now  given  of  its  meaning,  we  fiiall 
lay  before  you,  and  difcourle*  of  this  one  doftri- 
nal  propofitipn. 

**  A  finncr  that  is  awakened  and  fbundJycon- 
*'  vinced  of  fin,  and  of  mifery  itsneceflary  confe- 
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.^^  quehtand  co^ipanion,  will  lay (idvationftriotrf^ 
^^..  Ifjr  to  heart;  or  will  with  coDco-n  put  the  quefti- 

^^  on,  /^i6tff  rm^  I  Jo  to  befaved?*'  . 

This  we  fee  is  the  firft  fruit  of  opjiviftion  in 

.the  ja^ter,  ^irsy  What  muji  I  do  to  befaved? 

.  This  was  the  immediate  reiult  of  convifHon  in  the 
awakened  converts,   A&s  ii.  37.  And  thus  it  will 

v-be  with  aU  who*  are^  indeed  awakscHdd  dnd  con- 
vinced of  fin,  unlefs  there  be  fbme  lach' conconii- 

rtant  drcuniftances  as-  binder  it  Qeceffiu-ilj>  of 
which  anon. 

In  .dtfeourfing  this  doftrine,  we  iMl, 
.  I.  Prenufe  a  few  things  for  clearing  the  do- 

-Arine-  >  * 

1     Ik  Enquire  what  this  falvationi^^'wfaibh  awak- 

'tned'(iiR|iers  feek  after. 
.   III.  We  fhaU  endeervour  to  giv«  fome'accoant 

'  of  this  concern  about  ialyation,  whlchis  the  rdult 
of  Gonviftion.   .  '  i       • 

IV,  We  (hall  ftiew  why  it  is  that  convinced  fin- 

-ners^  db  lay  falvafiour  t6  heart.  NoW,  of  each  of 
thefe  in  order.         1  ::  : 

. '   L  We  begin  wWi  -  the  firft,  ai»d  for  clearing 

-our  doSrine,  we  offer  to  your  confideration  a  few 
propofitjbhs. 

I.  €onvia-ion  is  that^ight  of  (in  and  mifery 
wbidi  finncrs  get,  when  the  fpirit  of  God  prefents 
them  to  the  foul's  view,  in  thfeir  nature,  and  their 

.  necefiary  conneftion  with  one  another,  together 
with  the  finncr*s  interefl:  and  concernment  in 
them  J  and  that  in  fb  clear  a  light,  that  he  cannot 
but  take  notice  of  them,  (i.)  We  fay  the  fpirit 
of  God  fets  fin  and.mifery  in  their  own  nature  be- 
fore the  fihner's  eyes,  in  a  clear  light.  There  is 
no  man  who  has  not  fome  apprehenfions  of  fin 
and  miferyj  everyone  dilcourfes  of  thefe  things.. 

Edu- 
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Education,  the  difpen&tibft  of  the  word,  andcon- 
veriehavc  begot  fbrae  notions  of  fin  in  every  bo- 
dy's mind:  but  fc«^  any  deaf  difcoveries  of  fin  in 
its  nature,  few  have  them.  The  thoughts  of  men 
abeut  fm,  are,  ftw  the  moftpart,  like  the  thoughts 
of  a  man  whonevei»  faw  a  toad  with  a  full  light ! 
if  any  man  diould  tell  hini  how  lothfom  a  crcai 
tare  it  were ;  'and  withal^  in  the  twilight  fhew  him 
one,  when  he  could  not  diftinguifh  it  fforh  a  piece 
of  curious  jet  lying  .by  it,  h^  would  not  be  much 
Siflcded  with  the  account,  nor  would  his  thought* 
of  its  deformity  and  uglinefs  ftnfwer  the  thing  it- 
ielf  t  but  if  the  Sun  (hould  dait  down  a  beam  of 
Its  fight  upon  the  lothfom  creature,   the   man 
would  fee  it^  and  it  may  be  then  his'  flefh  would 
beglh  to  fhrink,  and  it  would  fill  him  with  aver-* 
fioh.  Jufl  fb  is  it  with  unconvinced  finners:  they 
fee  Gxiy   but-fit  is'cHily  in  the  twilight  of  reafbrij 
education,    or  the  external  difpenfation  of  tht^ 
word ;  therefore  they  are  no^afFeaed  with  it,  no^ 
do  they  fee  any  peculiar  deformity  in  it,  until  tha 
Spirit  of -God  let  in  a  ray  of  fupematural  light; 
and  then  this  very  quickly  fills  the  foul  with  a  view 
of  its  exceeding  finfialnefs,  which  makes  the  heart 
begin  to  fhrink  at  it,  and  entertain  it  with  averfi*^ 
on;     The  cafe  is  jufl  the  >  fame  with  refpeft  to 
that  mifery  that  is  the  confequent  and  companion' 
of  fin.     Till  once  the  Lord  make  bare  his  arm, 
in  the  finner's  view,  and'  caft  in  fbm'e  drops  of 
wrath  into  his  foul,  with  a  certification  that  thefe 
are  but  drops,  he  will  never  be  duly  aflfefted  with 
it.     (2.)  The  Spirit  of  God  in  conviction  noton*-' 
}y  prefents  Cm  and  mifeiy  to  the  foul  in  their  owi> 
nature,  but  likewife  in  their  connection.    God  ha* 
Im^ed  fin  ^nd  hell  together.     It    always  was  To; 
but  finners jio  not  always  think-  fo.    GroundleS 
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apprebenfions  of  God,  as  if  he  were  all  mercy,  his 
patience  in  forbearing  the  execution  of  fuch  as  de- 
ferve  double  deftruftion, ,  the;  liibtil  realbniags  of 
Satan,  the  world  and  deceitful lufts,  either  beget  < 
a  perfuafion  that  fin  and  ^yrath  may  be  (eparate, 
or  el(e  a  fiifpicion  that  it  is  not.  certain  that 
they  are  fb  linked  together,  as  the  word  lays,  and 
^ini{la*s  aver.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  preients  the 
two  in  their  dependence  and  connexion,  in  fuch 
a  light  to  the  finner*s  mind,  'that  he  cannot  but 
jjelieve?  that  there  is  no  parting  them.  (3,)  The 
Spirit  of  God  difgovers  to  the  finner  how  deeply 
he  is  concerned  in  fin,  and  confequendy  in  that 
wo  that  is  linked  to.  it.  He  not  only  lets  him  fee' 
the  toad  crawling  at  a  diftance,  but  upon  his  very 
clothes.  He  not  only  tells  him  that  a  certain  man 
has  finned,  as  Nathan  did  in  the  parable;  but  ap- 
plies the  parable,  apd  (ay$.  Thou  art  the  ptan.  He 
nop  only  lets  the  finner  fee  hell  and  fui  linked  to- 
gether; but  alfb  lets  him  fee  the  one  end  of  the 
chain,,  fin,  feftened  to  himfelf:  and  all  this  he  dif- 
90vers  with  fuch  dearnefs,  as  ob%es  the  finner 
to  notice  it.       . 

2.  We  premife  this,  That  there  are  different 
degrees  of  convicHon,and  that  both  as  to  its  clear- 
nefs,  extent  and  continuance.  Upon  fblne  per- 
ftins#  fome  faint  rays  break  in,  ^nd  open  their  eyes 
fbmewhat  above uature*s  power,  letting  themfte 
a  little  more  cleai'ly.  Upon  others  there  come  in 
full  beams,  difcovering  all  diflinftly,  like  the  Sua 
fhining  in  his  ftrength.  Again,  fbme  difcover 
only  a  few ;  others  get  under  their  view  maay 
fins :  the  light  that  ihines  upon  fbme,  is  only  like 
a  flalh  oFlightening,  that  fills  the  houfe  with  fur- 
prifing  light,  and  is  prefently  gone  again;  or  like 
the  warm  blinks  of  the  Sun  before  a  fljpwer,  which 
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arc  prelently'  gone,  and  the  flcy  filled  with  dark 
clouds.  So  various  are  conviftions,  as  to  tlieir  de- 
grees of  clearnefs,  extent  and  continuance.  Thefe 
conviflions  which  are  only  feint,  and  reach  only  to 
a  ftw  fins,  we  are  not  here  Ipeaking  of,  when  we 
fpeak  of  a  finner  that  is  throughly  awakened  or 
convinced. 

'3.  The  iflucs  and  confequenccs  of  conviftion 
are  no  left  various.^    Thefe  feinter  difcoveries  of 
fin,  which  many  meet  with  in  the  difpenfatlon 
of  the  word,  or  by  awakening  pi;oVidences,  ufii- 
aily  caf ry  people  the  length  of  iome  faint  defires 
after  deliverance;  or  if  they  rife  higher,  it  fHdom 
goes  fiirther  than  good  refblutions,  and  there  they 
die.  ,  The  great  flafties  of  light,  which  dart  into 
the  minds  of  Ibme,  very  often  mifcarry,  and  turn 
to'  nothing.   It  is  much  witli  the  perfbns  \tho  fall 
under  thenj,  as  it  is  with  a  man  that  is  awakened 
by  a  flafh  6f  lightening  that  darts  into  his  bed: 
the  noife  of  a  thunder-clap  that  comes  along  with 
it,  may  make  the  man  ftart  up  before  he  is  well 
awaked  j  and  the  light  unexpeftedly  difcov^ring 
many  things,  occafions  a  great  conilifion  in  his 
mind;  but  prefently  the  noife  is  over,   and  the 
light  gone,  and  then  the  natural  temper  of  his  bo- 
dy, the  fbftnefs  and  eafe  of  the  bed  he  lies  in,  do 
invite  him  afrefh  to  fleep;  and  though  by  the  light 
that  came  in,  he  might  fee  the  room  full  of  ene- 
mies, he  is  eafily  perfuaded  that  all  was  but  illufi- 
ons  of  fancy,  and  therefbi;e  he  lays  himfelf  downa- 
gain,aIldfallsfef^afleep.  Thus  it  is  with  many:  they 
hear  the  thunderings  of  the  law  in  the  preaching 
of  the  wbrd,  and  fbmetimes  the  Spirit  ofGod  lets 
a  beam  of  light  into  the  heart  with  them,  tHat  fills 
all  the  foul  \vith  fear,  difcovering  the  deadly  foes 
that  are  lodged  and  fecredy  entertained  there;  this 
' .  makes 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  I  • 


1 58  '    Min*s  Reirovery^        iPart  11. 

make^^ncrs  ftart»qp>  and  it  may  be  cry  out; 
they  arc  awakened  out  of  their  fecurity,  and  raife 
themfelves  out  of  their  beds.  Now,  one  would 
think  thefe  perfbns  in  a  great  forwardjaela,  and  ve- 
ry well ;  but  ere  ever  ye  are  aware,  diey  are  fiifl 
afleep  again,  7i6^j/  return  lukh  the  dog  in  the  vomit, 
and  with  the  foii)  tBat  was  wajhedy  to  the  "wallow* 
t^g  in  the  mre^  they  fall  in  with  thfeir  own  fins. 
Why,  what  is  the  matter  \  No  degree  of  convi- 
ftioa  can  change  the  heart;  and  conviftions  of 
fliort  continuance  do  rather  fright  than  fbundly  a- 
waken :  therefore,  w^en  the  natural  iiiclinatibn  of 
the  heart  prefles  ontto  a  Uttle  more  fleej);  and  Sa- 
tan Joining  i/Tue  with  this  frame  of  the  carnal 
mind,  contributes  his  part,  and  endeavo^rs  to  lay 
the  foul  afleep  again,  it  cannot  choofe  but  fall  a- 
fleep;  for  the  flalh  of  light  is  gone,, and  the  voice 
of  the  minifter,  or  providence;  by  the  noife  of 
theie  felicitations,  are  baniihed  his  mind :  and  here 
ends  the  religion  of  a  great  many,  who  at  commu- 
nions, and  fbme  other  occaiions,  appear  to  be 
fomething. 

4.  When  we  (peak  of  a  pcrfbh's  b^ing  fcundly 
and  deeply  convinced,  and  of  abiding  con vi^ons^ 
we  do  not  mean  that  there  is  any  oiie  degree  of 
Conviftion  that  all  come  to,  who  are  faved ;  nor 
do  we  mean,  that  there  is  any  degree  of  con  viri- 
on which  is  always  followed  with  j&ith,:  for  teefe 
who  are  moft  deeply  convinced,  may  one  way  or 
other  mifcarry  and  be  loft.  They  may  fell  into 
4efpair,  or  they  may  fall  in  with  falfe  remedies; 
or  they  may  wear  out  from  under  conviftions,  as 
Ibme  have  done,  a^  jbcn  turn  openly  profiija«. 
Nor  do  we  intend  that  every  one  who  believes,  be^ 
fore  h6  do  ^>  Jf^tift  ly  a  long  time  under  convi- 
ftion  J  for  we  fee  the  contrary  in  the  jaylor,  who 

pre. 
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feneJy  bielieTes  and  rqoices;  and  ib  was  very  fi>ohr 
out  from  imder  his  conviftions.  In  fine,  we  only 
ipeakof  deep  and  found  coiivi<ftion,  in  oppoiitioa 
to  tfaeie  Winter  obes^  .which  feidom  raiie  the  pei^ 
fons  that  havie  them  above  the  fluggard*s  defires^ 
or  (bme  ineife^al  reiblutions:  and  when  we 
fpeak  of  abiding^  conviAion,  it  is  in  oppofitlotita 
thefe  flaihes^  which  are  pre&ntly  gone^  and  have 
no  other  infibences  thah  to  make  half  awaioened[ 
Cnners  flart  up,  and' cry.  out /of  their  fears,  hutl 
pre&ntly  their  iears  are  hufhodjand  they  ly  dowv 
and  &11  as  kA.  afleep  as  ever*  1 

5.  Our  doctrine  muit  only  be  underflood  of 
rhoie  who  are  y;et  in  time;  for  damned  finners  are 
indeed  fiiffidendy  awakened,  yet  cannot  be  faid  to 
put  this  enquiry,  becaufe  they  are  abundantly  rcxi^ 
vinced,  that  falvation  is  not  tq  be  expelled.  And 
the  fame  is  to  be  (aid  as  tothefe  who  have  f|£t  up** 
on  the  rock  of  delpair,  who,  though  they  be  not 
yet  in  hell,  do  judge  notwithftanding  their  efcapc 
inipoifible.  Our  doArine  is  not  to  be  underAood 
of  thefe  peribns* 

6.  We  lay  not  in  our  doftrine.  That  convifti- 
ons,  howcvo-  deep,  or  diflinft,  or  abiding,  ifliic 
in  iakationy  but  in  a  ferious  concern  about  it.  A 
perfon  may  be  conc^srned,  and  put  enquiries  about 
that  whidi  he  may  never  attain.  He  may  aflc. 
What  fliall  I  do  to  be  laved, '  who  fhall  never  be 
faved.  Theyoung  man  in  the  gofpel  afked,  What 
mufi  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?  yet  for  anything 
the  fcripture  makes  appjsar,  he  did  never  inherit  it. 
Thefe  things  being  laid  down  for  clearing  the  do* 
ftrine,  we  now  proceed  to  the 

n.  Thing  propofed,  which  was  to  enquifey 
what  that  IMvatipn  is,  which  awakened  finners  are 
concealed  about,  and  which  they  feck  after,    Sal*^ 

va- 
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tadon^  as  every  bne  knows,  figmiies  a  delivery 
from  fome  one  thing  or  other  that  is  looked  upon  as 
dangerous,  evil  ahd  hurtfiiL    None,  are  capable 
af  fel\'ation,  fave  thde  who  are  either  under  fbme 
liich  evil,  or  who  are  in  danger  of  it :  and  then 
they  may  be  (aid  to  be  laved,  when  they  are  freed 
from  it,  or  from  the  danger  of  it;  when  they  are 
delivered  from  diftrefTes^  x>r'when  their  lafety  is 
provided  for.     Tliis  is  the  plain  import  of  the 
word.     But  as  it  is.  ufed  by  convinced  finners,    it 
takes .  in  more  s  it  xiolt  only  re(pe6b  di^liveraoce 
from  evil,  but  alfo  the  enjoyment  of  God  and  of 
good.  It  is  frequently  fi>  ufed  in  icripture:  Cdva- 
tign  there  is  put,  not  only  for  deliverance  fmm 
kell,  but  for  the  title  to  heaven,  and  hoice  belie v- 
trsare^ftiled    heirs   of falvationfH^.    i.    14. 
Where  the  apoftle,  (peaking  of  the  angels  fays, 
^£  tbey  'not  allminifteringjph^itsfent  forth  torm^ 
nifter  to  them  iv  ho /hall  be  heirs^offalvatimf  In 
one  wprd,  this  Ovation  that  awakened  finners 
jCbek  after^  takes  in.freedom  from  fin,  and  a  title 
to  life  ;  and  hence  the  qUeftion  in  tbe  text  takes 
in  other  two.      ,     !   ' 

N  I.  What  /hall  I  do  that  I  may  get  pardon  of 
Jin  ?  The  finner  fees  that  it  is  fim  that  draws  hell 
upoa'him  ;  therefore  unlefs  this  be  pardoned,  he 
defpairs  utterly  of  freedom  from  hell  and  wrath. 
The  one  he  fees  impoffible  to  be  obtained,  unlefs 
he  can  firft  get  the  other.  As  fin  draws  pa  hcU ; 
fo  pardon  is  linked  to  falvaiion  from  hell,  or  ra- 
ther falvation  from  wrath  is  linked  to  pardon. 
This  we  fee  plainly  enough  in  the  carriage  of 
thefe  convinced  finhers,  in  that  vi  of  Micah  and 
$.  Wheremitk  /ball  I  c^me  before  the  Lordy  and 
.  baiv  myfel/ before  the  high  God  P  /hall  I  come  befort 
Mm  with  burnt^offefings  and  calves  ^fa  year.  oldP 

mil 

<        '  Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


^Piit  IT.  by  Faith  in  Chrijk  i  6 1 

U^t  the  Lord  be  pJeafed  with  thoufands  of  rams  y  or 
tenihoufands  of  ri-uers  of  oil?  Shall  I  give  my 
fiy-^'born  for  my  tranfgreffiony  the  fruit  of  my 
badyfor  the  fin  of  my  foul?  This  is  ,the  genuine 
language  of  a  convinced  finner.  Pardon  he  would 
hav^  at  any  rate. 

^»  a..  The  other  qu^ftioh  that  is  implibd  in  this, 
in  the  text,  is  that  oF  the  young  manthat  came 
to  Chrift,  Mark  x.  17.  Whatfhall  I  do  that  I  may 
inherit  eternal  life?  Though  pai*d6n  of  fin,  or 
freedom  from  wrath,  be  that  which  firft  occurs  to- 
ftn  la  wakened  finner,  as  the  objeft  of  his  defiresj 
yet- it  is  not  all  than  he  defir^s.  Salvation  would 
be  very  incomplete,  .  if  eternal  life  ^  came  not 
in  to  boot :  for  man  might  be  fSrgiven,  and  « 
ye«  beUumed  into  nothing,  or  iiot  adrnitted  intd 
the  enjoyment  of  God.  A  rebel  may  be  pardon- 
ed, atid  yet  never  be.naade  a  favourite.'  That  diis; 
as  well  as  the  •other, '  will  be  much  upon'  the 
thoughts  of  a  folidly  convinced  i(ihner^>  appesirs 
fioncL  feveral  confiderations. 
•  (r,)  When  God  himlelf  condefcends  to  direft 
fiich,  he  makes  fbn^ething  more  than^ardon  ne* 
ceflary  to  them.  Hof.  xiv.  2.  There-. the  rem« 
Bant  of  the  Jews,  whom  the  Lord  hai  a  mind  to 
do  good  to,  are  told  what  they  muftfeek  from  him 
vrhen  they  return,  and  what  wjis  riecefljiry  in  or# 
der  to  their  happineft :  not  only  muft  tfieyhave 
their  iniquities  pardoned,  but  they  muft  have  gra*  - 
cious  acceptance  with. God,  or  admiflion  into  his 
favour.  Take -with you  luords,  arid  turn  to  the  Lord, 
jay  unto  him^  Take  a^ivay  all  iniquity  y  and  receive 
us  gracioujly.  Gracious  acceptance  with  God,  is 
ftdl  as  neceflary  in  order  to  tlie  content  of  an  a« 
wakened  finner,  as  pardon  of  fin. 

(a.)  Awakened  finners  in  all  ages,  have  by  their 
L  pr?» 
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pra^ikc  evidently  difcovet-^d,  that  pardon  alon^t 
did  not  feem  (uflScient  to  latisfy  them.  -  Thfijf 
have  ever  been  i]beking  after  fbme  righteoafiiefi, . 
wherein  they  might  appear  before  G6d,  and  up* 
on  which  they  might  found  their  title  and  clatm 
to  eternal  life,  as  bsing  fenfible  that  pardon  of  fin 
alone  cOiild'not  do  itl  The  Jews,  who  expofierf 
pardon  fix)m  the  mercy,  of  God^  yet  went  about  tm 
cflablijb  a.rjghtcoujhers  of  tMr'owoy  being  igno* 
rant  afihe  righteoujhefs  (ffCod^  Rom.  x.  3.  - 
.  (3O  In  one  word,  a  conyimred  finner  is  oniJ 
ihat  is  periuaded  of  a  fiiture  fhte,  and  that  the 
things  of  this  world  cannot  make  hinx  ha^py-: 
therefore  he  certainly  means  the.  feme  by  this  que* 
,  ftion,  Whatjhall  I  do  t^befavedf  that  we  mean 
Wihtti  we  enquire.  What  Jhall  ntake  u^  happy  ^ 
Thiit  every  awakened  finner  is  convinced  of  a  ftt-r 
tore  ftate;  i^  unqueftlonable ;  fince  the  wrath  .ho 
wouki  fo  fain  be  freed  frpn^,  is  ohiefly  in  a  future 
fiate ; .  nof  t$  it  lels.  plain,  that  it  is  complete  hap* 
pineis  he  aims  at,  and  that  all  his  trouble  arim 
ftom  the  apprehenfions  of  the  inconfifiency  be* 
tween  his  |iap{^ineis  and  unpardoned  guilt.  That 
which  only  jreh:iains  to  be  made. appear  is.  That 
pardon  of  fin  alone  cannot  fecure  him  of  eternal 
happineis :  and  this  is  eafdy  prbven ;  for  there  are 
two  things  which  pardon  doth  not,  and  yet  without 
liiemboth,  it  is  impoffible  that  man  (hould  be  hap 
py.  I.  Pardon  of  fin  gives  man  no  title,  no  claim 
to  eternal  life  and  happinefs.  innocence  in  Adam 
did  not  give  him  a  title  to  heaven :  can  any  then 
think  that  pardon  now  can  give  us  a  title?  Etcr- 
nal  life  was  to  be  the  reward  of  a  courfe  of  obedi- 
ence; nor  had  innocent  Adam  any  pretenfions  to 
it, till  fnch  fimeashe  had  fulfilled  a  courfe  of  pcF- 
£b£1  obedience :  far  lefs  then  could  fallen  maj(i  h^ve 

any 
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4ny  prctenfion3  to  it,.  if<}nly.fais  finS' were  pardon- 
ed. 2.  Pardon  of  fm  dioth  not  make  man  mee« 
for  the  inheritance  lof  th^-  ftints  in  light,  for  con- 
Yerfe  and  intercoucft  with  God.  A  convinceii 
finner  viU  fee*  th^t  ther^  is  no  poffibi^ty  of  ac-^ 
cds  for  him  to  the  eBJoyin/ent  of  God,  unLsfs  there 
iDe  an  entire  change  wrought  upon  his  nature ;  for 
hovr  can  two  of  io  very  diffisrem  natures  have  any^ 
naumal  comi^acency  in  one  another  ?  God  can> 
have  none  in  the  finful  xx^ture  of  man ;  nor  caa 
Ae-  finftil  nature  of  man  ijavc  any  in  iht  holy  na- 
ture of  God  t  and  it  is  what  none  can  (ay,  that 
pardon  d)anges  thj&  nature  of  the  perfon  that  is 
pardoned. 

Now  to  fum  up  what  we  have  laid  under  this 
beady  when  an  awakened  idnner  puts  the  queftion, 
H(haPniuft  I  dotoiefuved?  he  juft  means,  Hcnv 
Jhall  I  obtain  happme/s?  And  ihk%  has  thefe  three 
in  it«  I.  How  ihall  I  get  my  fins  pardoned  ?  2. 
•How  Ihall  I  get  a  title  to  eternal  life  ?  3.  How 
(hali  I  be  made  meet  to  be  a  fharer  of  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  faints  in  light?  Unlefs  the  mind  be 
£]l}y  iatisfied  as  to  the(e  three  enquUiea,  it  can 
never  think  ttieif  fecure  qx  happy.  That  which 
comes  in  the 

III.  Place  to  be  enquired  into,  is  the  nature  of 
this  (concern)  which  is  the  genuine  iffae  and  ne- 
ceflary  refiik  of  found  conviftiOn.  The  nature 
and  effects  of  this^  >ve  AiaU  un&ld  to  you  in  Ihe 
following  particylars.    And, 

I.  To  lay  falvation  to  heart,  or  to  be  concern- 
ed about  it  ierioufly,  imports  diilatis&dlion  with 
all  other  enjoyments,  (6,  long  as  the  foul  is  in  the 
dark  about  t^is.  The  man  may  poffibly  be  poA 
jEeffed  of  great  things  in  the  world,  he  may  have 
all  going  there  with  him  ac^iording  to  w^ih  y  but 
•      ,  L  2  i^ 
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he  begin  to  take  felvation  t6  heart,  he  \^ 
►titeiK  of  mind  in  none  of  thefe  things, 
one  caft  his  eye  upon  his  enjoyments, 
bis  honours,  his  pleafbre&,hewiU  be  (ure 
de  as  Haman  did  upon  jinother  account,  E 
;  '^•Tet  all  this  avatletH  me  nothings  fo  long 
nn  uncertainty  about fahaticfn,  Thefe  thii 
t  latisfy.  What  are  they  to  a  dying  man  ?  C 
>prehends-himielfjuft  ready  to  be  (wallov 
the  wrath  of  God,  Can  relifti  no  fweem 
of  thefe  things,  till  once  he  be  rid  of 
f  that.  Thus'  we  fee  it  is  with  the  ^iyh 
rho  but  a  little  before  was  (b  anxious  ab 
ifoners,  that  he  was  ready  to  have  raj 
f  away  for  fear  of  tfceir  efcape,  turns  n 
ccrned  about  thefe  tfeings;  and  we  hear  n 
kvhile  all  the  doors  were  open,  he  made  2 
ion  for  their  fecurity,  nor  did  he  receive  2 
^ion  from  uiiderftanding  that  they  were 
This  diflatisfaftion  is  not  fiich  a-di(c( 
>  Ibme  fall  into,  who  are  noways  awaken 
leads  them  to  fret,  grudge  and  repine, 
their  lot  in  a  prefent  world  is  not  fuch 
VQulAhave  it  j  noy  but  it  is  fuch-a  diflatii 
as  flows  from  a  folid  perfuafion  that  th 
cannot  afford  happineft,  or  avert  impend 
ireatened  mifery,  which  is  fo  terrible  in 
f  the  alarmed  fmner.  . 
This  concern  about,  (alvation,  impc 
itfulneft  about  the  threatened  evils,  and 
I  of  preventing  them.  When  the  foul 
jot  a  vieW*  of  fin  and  mifery  in  their  nat 
s,  and  fees  mifery  threatening  it,  then  t 
1  the  thoughts ;  the  mind  can  ply  itfelf  to 
tiling  with  pleafure,  but  only  to  the'  w 
leans  of  efcape.  .  If  other  thoughts  intru 
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they  are  pre(ently  reje£bd  with  contempt,  •  as  im- 
pertinent. The  nwn  indeed  doth  not  deny  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  be  concerned  about  other  things ; 
but  he  thinks  it  not  prefent  duty,  nay,  he  thinks 
it  impertinent  for  hi'm  in  his  prefent  condition. 
He  is  like  one  that  lives  in  a  befieged  city  :  the  e- 
nemy  has  made  a  breach  in  the  walls,  and  threa- 
tens a  loddeh  irruption.  In  which  cafe  the  man 
knows  very  well  he  is  obliged  to  attend  to  the  du- 
ties of  his  ordinary  calling  and  ftation ;  yet  in  the 
prefent  exigence,  .  he  doth  not  judge  it  perti-^ 
ncnt  to  look  that  way ;  for  if  the  enemy  once  en* 
ter  at  the  breach,  and  lack  the  city,  then  he  folr 
ever  lofes  the  advantage  of  any  thing  that  he 
gains  by  his  other  endeavours;  therefore  he  ra-^ 
ther  turns  his  thoughts  and  contrivances  to  the 
reparation  pf  the  breach,  or  the  pacifying  of  the 
enemy,  if  he  find  the  place  not  tenable  againft 
him.  Juft  fo  is  it  in  the  cafe  of  an  awaxcned  fm- 
ner:  he  know^,  that  if  the  wrath  of  God  over« 
^e  him,  he  is  for  ev^r  ruined ;  therefore  his 
thoughts  are  wholly  bent  upon  this,  how  he  may 
be  ddivered  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Thus  we 
iee  the  Plalmift  employed  under  fears  of  impend- 
ing hazard,  Pfal.  xiii.  2.  flavj  long^  fays  he; 
fhall  I  take  counfel  in  myfoulj  having  forrow  Ik 
my  heart  daily  ?  Ho^  long  Jhall  nine  enemy  be  ex- 
alted  over  me  P  The  apprehenfions  he  was  under 
of  danger,  put  him  upon  many  contrivances  how 
he  might  fid  himfelf  of  it.  This  is  always  the  na-* 
ture  of  concern ;  it  irrefts  the  thoughts,  and  keeps 
men  fixed  upon  that  about  which  the  foul  is  con-^ 
terned^  ■  '     r  • 

3.  This  concern  has  In  it  always  carneftncfs  of 
defire  after*  falvation.     Defire  is  ever  implied  in 
conoem  of  mind ;  if  a  man  be  concerned  how  ta 
^    ,         L  3  *v^rt 
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avert  a^tbfeatoed  evil,iifc  defires  freeflom  from  it  p 
if  he  be  concerned  how  tO  obtain  any.  good  hxt 
wants^  or  retam  what  already  be  is  pofleit  of,  the 
foul  ever  immixes  its  concern  with.defire.  This 
flows  from  the  Very  nature  of  man's  foul ;  for  de« 

.  fire  is  nothing  cUe,  but  the  cleaving  of  the  ratio-' 
nal  foul  to;  that  which  ap^earfr. congruous,  ofeful, 
and  neceflary  td  its  happinefs :  .fo  one  that  is  awak  « 
encd,  and  iees  his  hazaf d,  Vvill  certainly  xiefire 
fiilvation.  Hence  it  is  that  we  find  Ghrift  the  Sa- 
viour, among  the  other  titles,  which  are  given  .t* 
him  \Vi  fcripture,  obtlain  that  Amous  one,  The  tk^ 
fire  €fall'HaiiottSy  Hag.  ii.d,  7,  For  thus  fiiitb 
the  Lofd  ^fbaffs^  Tet  once,  it  is  a  little  while ^  and 
I  will /hake  the  heavem  and  i  fie  earthy  anifhefea^ 
and  the  dry  land:  and  Iv>ilijbake  all  nations  yiand 
the  defire  of  all  nations  Jhdll  coMe;  and  IwiUfiU 
this  houfe  with  glory  y  faith  the  Lord  6f  hofts.  A ' 
feviour  Will  be  defu-ed  by  fuch  of  all  nations  as 
are  awakened  to  fee  their  need  of  hina. 

4.  This  concern  about  falvation  imports  a  com- 
motion in  the  affcftioiis.  A  foul  full  of  thoughts 
about  wrath  threatened  or  felt,  will  have  its  affefti- 
ons  employed  about  it,  according  to  the  account 
the  judgment  gives  of  it.  If  Wrath  be  in  'any  itiea- 
fore  felt,  it  will  fill  the  foul  with  grief  and  forrow; 

;  if  it  be  looked  upon  as  approaching,  it  will  make 
the  man  ftiake  with  fear;*  if  it  be  reprefented  as 
ruining  and  dcftruftivc  to  the  foul,  it  will  raifo 
the  higheft  hfttred  and  averfion ;  if  there  be  any  ap» 
parent  poflibility  of  edape,,  it  will  excite  hope  \n 
the  foul.     In  one  word,  in  a  foul  that  lays  lalva- 

,  tion  ferioufly  to  heart,  every  one  of  thefe  paffi- 
ons  will  take  their  tbrn,  according  as  occafion 
calls  for  them,  or  the  pr«fent  cxercife  of  the  mlt>d 
requires  and  fjigtei  them.  W>re  we  difo^U^Gng 

.    ^  .      of 
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c»f  f his.  concern  abont  (ilTration  only^  asit  r^fb  in 
the  mind,  we  (hould  hold  here ;  but  here  we  ari^ 
conTrdering  it  not  only  as  it  is  in  its  6mi  nature, 
but  as  it  doth  manileft  itielf  in  its  eiiefts;  Ind 
cherefore, 

•  5.  We  (ay,  where:  the  (bal  is  thus  uneafy  for 
'«rant  of  &lvation,  thoughtful  about  it,  and  going 
forth  in  ddQres  after  it  •  this  inward  temper  and 
frame  of  the  mind  will  ditcoveritfelf  in  the  word< 
and  language.  Words  are  the  indications  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  mind  ;  and  where  thQ  mind  is 
(wallowed  up  of  concern  about  any  thtng^ib  as  io 
have  all  its  thoughts  ingroft  by  it,  then  of  neceffi- 
ty  the  words  mud  intimate  fo  much.  A  man  \n* 
deed  may  be  concerned  about  ibmething  of  Ie(s 
importance, and  this  not  hold;  but  when  (idvation 
is  laid  to  heart,  then  the  tongue  \\'ill  bfc  employ- 
ed as  well  as  the  mhid.  It  is  ftoried;  That  the 
£ither*s  hazard  made  the  tongue-t;^cked  child  (peak; 
xi^uch  more  would  its  own  hazard  have  done  (b. 
Our  Lord  (ays,  Out  of  tbs  ahtmdance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  fpeaketh^  Matth.  xii.  34.  and  indeed 
where  there  is  very  much  concern  this  way,  it  will 
not  eafily  be  retained  ;  it  will  be  like  a  fire  that 
cannot  endure  to  be  pent  up  clo(e  in  a  room,  but 
muft  have  a  vent.  Thus  we  (ee  it  was  with  thi 
jaylor.  That  which  lay  neareft  the  heart,  takes 
the  ftart  in  difcourfe;  Sirs^  (ays  he,  ^vhat  mkft  I 
do  to  be  faved? 

6.  This  inward  frame  of  foul,  this  concern  of 
znind  leads  to  the  u(e  of  means.  As  the  tongue  will 
be  employed  in  enquiring,  and  thte  mind  in  con- 
triving ;  (b  the  reft  of  the  man  will  be  employed 
in  following  after,  and  ufing  the  means  that  arc 
fill  ted  to  give  relief.  T^us  we  (ee  it  was  with  the 
jaylor ;  he  prcfently  comes  to  the  apoftles,  and 
•  L  4  (ccks 
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eeks  after  dircftioa  and  help  from  them;*  !• 
loubt  he  hflidhfeard  of  them,^  what  the  ppflef] 
lamfel,  inthcrijthyerfe  of  this  chapter,  cries  01 
h^t  they  nv.ere  fhefervmits^  of  the  living  Gad^  w 
nade  it  their  work  to  (hew  to  men  the  way'bf  ( 
nation;  aad  this  makes /him  iddrefi^hirriielf 
hem,  as  tlie  -readieft  pcpcdidnt,  the  beft  mea 
:q  get  rid  of  his  fears,  and  to  be  folVed  of  the  \\ 
portant  fcruple  that  now  lay  (b  near  his  heart, 
7.  Not  only  will  this  concern  drive  to  the  i 
^f  means^but  it  will  ftir  up  to  diligence  in  thei 
Df  them.  It  will  fire  the  foul  with  fuch  aftivii 
IS  will  carry  it  over  that  natural  fluggiihnels  tl 
is  in  the  heart  oif  man,  as^the  natural  and  genui 
fruit  of  the  depraved  naiturcw  The  unconcei 
ed  man,  the  man  that  is  half  awakened',  will  i 
with  thi;  fluggard,7'/^^r<?  is  a  lion  in  the  way^m 
(hall  bejlain  in  thejireets.  He  will  have  a  thoufai 
trifling  difficulties  that  will  retard  him,  and  ke 
him  back;  but  when  one  lays  lalvation  to  heart, 
will  foon  get  over  all  thefe,  and  fell  clpfe  to  t 
diligent  ufe  of  means,  in  fpite  of  all  difficult 
Thus  it  was  with  the jayldr.  ^^fprang  inydndca) 
treinblingy  and  f aid ^  SirSy  what  mufl  I  do  to 
favedi  He  wanted  not  his  own  grounds  to  fi 
the  fucceft  of  his  attempt.  What,  might  he  thin 
will  thefe  men,  whom  I  uledfb, hardly  hat  t 
night  before,  deal  fb  kindly  by  me,  as  to  he 
me  in  this  miferable  pinch  ?  And  will  i\ 
God,  whom  I  havef.  provoked  to  bg  my  cr 
my,  tender  me  atiy  relief?  But  wrath  purfucdhi 
to  cjofe  at  the  heels,  that  he  duril  not  ftay  off  < 
any  of  thefe  accounts,  but  hazards  the  iffue 
vvhat  it  will.  An  awakened  finner  is  ever  broug 
to  the  lepers  relblution,  2  Kings  vii.  3,  4.  He  fe 
la  inevitable  npccffity  of  dying  if  he  fit  ftill  in  \ 

pi 
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prefent  cortdldon,  or  if  he  join  himfelf  to  his 
old  friends :  and  thereifore  he  will  rather  choofe 
to  venture  all  upon  the  mercy  of  God  and  hiis  (er*- 
vantSy  whom  he  takes  for  his  enemies ;  as  know- 
ing that  there  he  has,  a  peradventure  for  life, 
whereas  he  has  not  that  fime  any  where  elje. 

8.  This  concern  will  difcover  itfelf,  by  putting 
the  foul  in  an  aftive  and  waiting  pofture,  re.ady  to 
Tcceive  any  injunftion,  and  to  comply  with  it 
-without  delay.  One  that  comes  thus  to  be  con- 
cerned about  filvation,  will  not  ftand  to  diipute 
the  terms  propofed ;  but  will  greedily  wait  for, 
and  readily  accept  of  them,  if  prafticable,  if  pot 
iiUe.  Thus  we  fee  it  is  with  the  poor  man  in  our 
text.  He  comes  not  to  make  but  accept  terms. 
Sirs;  lays  he,  what  mufl  I  do  to  befaved?  as  if 
he  had  laid,  I  am  refolVed  to  feruple  nothing  yc 
ftiall  enjoin  me  ;  tell  me  but  what  I  (hall  do,  and 
here,  am  I,  ready  to  accept  of  any  propofel  that  yc 
Ihall.in  God*s  name  make  unto  me. 

^  Thus  we  have  unfolded  unto  you  the  nature  of 
this  concern  which  a  folidly  convinced  finner  will 
have  about  lalvatipn,  and  that  from  the  text,  1 
iball  now  proceed, 

IV.  To  enquire  why  it  is  that  a  folidly  a\\^ak- 
cned  finner  does  thus  laylalvarion  to  heart  above 
all  things.  An  account  of  this  matter  we  con- 
ceive may  be  given  in  two  or  three  propofitions. 
I.  A  ftrong  defire  of  .felf-prefervation  is  inlaid 
in  the  mind  o(  man,  and  foclofely. woven  in  with 
his  very  frame  and  make,  that  there  is  no  getting 
rid  of  it.  Man  may  as  foon  ceafe  to  be,  as  ceafe 
to  defire  his  own  prefervation.  No  man  yet  hated 
Ms  ownftejhy  but  cherifheth  it,  lays  the  apoftle, 
Eph.  V.  29.  If  that  hold  in  the  laxer  fenfe,  when 
a  man's  near  relation  is  called  his  own  flefli,  it 

mufl 
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ixmft  hold  nnich  morfc,  whteix  it  i^  taken  in  the 
^  moft  drift  and  clofc  fenfe,  for  a  man's  felf.  . 

2.  The  necefFary  confequence  of  this  define  of 
lelf-prefervation,  is  an  utter  abhorrence  unto  eve* 
ry  thing  that  is  contrary  to  nature^  or  that  ap^ 
pears  deftruftive  of  it;  and  everything  appears 
more  or  lefs  terrible^  as  it  is  more  or  leis  huttful 
to  nature.  Thefe  things  which  threaten  ns  v  ith 
uttier  ruin,  cannot  but  fil]  the  mind  with  terrible 
horror.  Hence  it  .is  that  death  is  called  the  Idng 
^terrors;  becaui^  it  threatens  nature!,  not  with 
£>me  alterations  of  left  importance,  but  with  en- 
tire diilplution.     Death  of  all  things,  is  the  rdoft 

.  oppofite  to  natures  and  every  other  thiiig  is  more 
or  left  terrible,  as  it  has  more  or  left  of  death 
m  it.    ' 

3.  An  awakened  foul,  a  folidly  convinced  fin- 
ner,  fees,  by  that  light  that  God  has  let  into  his 
ibul,  the  wrath  of  God,  the  (econd  death,  ready 
to  lay  hold  upon  hira,  and  ruin  him  eternally ; 
therefore  caniiot  but  have  the  greateft  averfion 
poflible  to  it.     What  ^ill  put  a  man  to  flight,  if 

.  not  the  fight  of  inevitable  death  behind  himf 
Then,  if  ever,  wiH  a  man  flee,  when  he  fees  him- 
felf  brought  to  that  kmentable  pinch,  that  he 
muft  either  flee  or  die. 

4.  Hence  it  inevitably  follows,  tbatfuch  a  man 
who  fees  htmfelf  in  danger  of  utter  hiin,  in  the 
cafe  he  is  in,  will,  nay,  of  neceflity  muft,  lay  him- 
felf  out  to  the  utmott,  or  be  concerned  above  all, 
for  filvation  from  threatened  ruin  or  mifery^  That 
principle  of  felf-prefervation,  and  that  abhorrence 
of  what  is  hurtful  to  nature,  which  arc  the  fpring 
of  all  a  man*s  aftions,  cannot  but  carry  the  whole 
man,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  man,  to  its  a/lift. 
ancc,  when  ie  fees  that  the  Vidiolc  is  endangered. 

Hav. 
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Having  dit»  fhordy  dHcofied  vehat  telsongs  x& 
the  explication  of  this  truths  we  proceed  now  to 
make  fome  praftical  improvement  of  it.  And  ai 
ifiong  many  ufo  that  Xnight  be  made  of  it,  we 
fhatl  only  make  one,  and  that  is  of  trial.   • 

Is  it£>,  that  a  fbundiy  ctrnvinced  finher  will 
lay  (klvation  to  heart  above  all  things  elfe?  Then 
iweis  a  tpnchftone  wherel^  ye  may  try  whether 
©r  not  ye  be  mdeed  convinced  of  fin^  and  whe* 
ther  fburidly  or  not;  and  in  the  name  of  God  we 
©bieft  yoo  to  put  this  to  trial ;  for, 

1 .  Uniefe  ye  know  whether  ye  be  convinced  of 
fin  or  not,  ye  cannot  know  .wherh«:  ye  have  got 
good  of  all  that  w^  have  difcourfed  to  you  former* 
ly.'  This  we  know,  that  ye  are  either  bettered 
or  worfted  by  it ;  for  as  the  rain  comet h  downy  and 
thejhowfrtm  heaven^  and  returneth  not  thither^ 
but  naatereth  the,  earthy  and  maketh  it  bring  forth 
and  budy  -4 hat  it  may  give  feed  to  thefo'ii^ry  and 
bread  to  the  eater :  fi  fhmllyny  'word  be,  laith  the 
Lord,  that  gaeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth :  it  /halt 
not  return  unto  me  v/tdy  but  it  Jhali  accomplijh 
that  which  Ipkafij  and  it  fjhall profper  in  the  thing 
'whereto  I  fend  it,  I&,  Iv.  lo,  1 1 .  We  have  fpent 
many  fermpns  on  this  defign  of  conviftion;  and 
now  ye  are  concerned  to  try,  and  we  are  concern- 
ed to  try  what  has  been  the  fruit  of  them.  If  ye 
be  not  yet  convinced  of  fin,  then  ye  have  loft  the 
advantage  of  all  that  has  been  (aid  on  this  head. 

2.  Try  this  fairly,  we  obteft  you ; '  for  if  ye  be 
not  convinced,  ye  are  like  to  lofe  the  advantage  of 
all  that  is  to  be  (aid  from  the  text  we  are  now  en^* 
tiering  upon.  Wc  (hall,  if  the  Lord  will,  from 
this  fcripture  hold  forth  and  make  offer  of  ChrlJ} 
Jefus  our  Lord,  as  the  only  Saviour  of  loft  fin* 
ners:  and  ifye  be  not  convinced  foundly  of  fin. 
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e  advantage  of  luch  oR 
ne  or  entertain  them,  (av< 
inced  of  fin. 

Lord's  fake,  whether  yc 
not;. for  not  a  few  wof 
t  this  matter.  5Fhey_take 
rncd  acknowlegement  of 
ed  to  by  cuftom^  educar 
>r  that  folid  conviftion  w] 
to  bur  cordial  acceptanc( 
deceit  is  of  moft  dangei 
e  it  lies  near  the  fl^undati 
uft  of  neceffity  be  fatal 

it  a  point  in  this  matter, 
hefeveral  parts  of  that  del 
his  concern  about  ialvat 
iv  have  you  to  trj»^  yourfe 

vc  upon,  this  trial,  there  is 
Duld  (et  by,  as/not  concer 
as  are  openly  pn^^c^dru 
whoremongers^  thieves,  \ 
s  folly  to  make  a  trial  off] 
.  upon  their  foreheads.  Ti 
from  being  concerned  ab 
epm  concerned  to  make  tl 
;  in  as  far  as  they  take 
id  ftraigbteft  courlc  to  n 
1  their  damnation  lingers  i 
aufi  they  run  upon  a'  (tti 
rce  compaffion.  who  can 
:h  things  is  guilty  of  dea 
but.  take/pleafurein  them  i 
ivour  to  make  a  difcover] 
1  application  o£  narrow  i 
Icar 
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leaf ching  marks,  were  as  if  we  didbufy  ourfelves 
in  (eparatirtg  huge  ftones  from  corn  by  a  fine  five, 
^wh^n  it  were  much  more  eafily  donc^  with  the 
hand.  Thefe  we  fet  afide'in  the  entry,  becaufe 
their  fins  go  bcifbrc  them  into  judgment.  But  be- 
fides  thefe  notorious  finners,  thene  are  others  whd 
are  n6  left  ftr^ngers  to  fblid  Conviaion  than  they,  ^ 
upon  whom  nevertheless  it  is^  fbmerhing  more 
hard  to  prove  k.  And  therefore  for  the  difcove- 
ry  offtch,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  deal  a  little 
,  more  clofely  with  your  confciences ;  and  fince 
your  concernment  in  this  matter  is  (b  great,  a« 
we  juft  now  did  fhew  it  to  be,  we  obtefl  you  to 
be  ferious  in  this  matter,  which  is,  pafl  all  per* 
adventure,  to  turn  either  to  your  eternal  advan- 
tage, or  to  your  eternal  difadvantage. 

Ye  all  do  profefs  yourfelves  convinced  of  fin. 
But  now  if  it  be  fb,  I  demand  6f  you  in  God's 
name.  Have  ye  ever  to  this  day  been  concerned 
about  falvation,  or  laid  it  to  heart  above  ail  things? 
If  ye  haVe  not,  then ;  to  this  day  ye  have  never 
been  foundly  convinced  of  fin,  whatever  your 
pretences  are  :  and  (b  ye  are  found  liars  in  this 
matter,  and  deceivers  of  your  own  fouls.  If  ye . 
layiye  have  been,  or  are  ferioufly  concerned  about 
lalvation,  then,  ; 

1.  I  pofe  your  confciences,  and  I  demand  ye 
maypofe  them  with  this  quefMon,Gan  ye  be  fatis- 
ficd  ^vlth  other  things  while  ye  are  aun  utter  un- 
certainty about  falvation  ?  If  fb,  if  ye  can  be  well 
pleafed,  and  have  reft  in  your  mind,  and  liver 
\:ontentedly  at  an  uncertainty  about  falvation,  pro- 
vided ye  b^  in  health 'of  body,  and  youf  worldly 
coneerns  thrive,  then  we  fay,  ye  have  never  yet 
been  concerned  about  fitlvation,  and  therefore  are 

yet 
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y«t  <ftr9Dgn'S  to  th^i  found  GQnyi£ttot^y  without: 
^hich  nope  wi|l  be  content  to  accept  of  Ghrift. 

a.  I  pofe  you  in  God's  name  upon  k,   What 
tjioughtjs  do  ye  lp^n4  upon  this  (irfDjjeft  ?'  Per^ii$i 
who  can  (pend  whole  d4ys  andnigivts^andweeluy. 
zfid  never  have  a«feripus  thought  about  ialvation^. 
t}iey  qertainiy  are  not  laying  it  to  heart ; '  but  that- 
\  may  bring  this  (t^coad  queAion  yet  ^  little  cloier 
'  to  the  (^onfcience,  X  QxaJl  break  it  into  one  or  twa 
others ;  and,  ( iO  I  -po^  you  on  it,  What  tboughu. 
de  ye  choofe  I  Perfons  may  fometimes  -bt  oppreft. 
'with  thoughts  that  they  entertain  the  uttlrmoO  a* 
ver&on  to;  or  they  m.ay  be  forced  from  the 
tMights  they  would  for  ever  dei^re  tp  dY^eU  upon* 
A.Wa  that  is  J  throughly  awakened  m^y  by  the 
impetuous  violence  of  temptation,  or  the  iqevi- 
t^k  occafipns  of  life,  be  obliged,  ^s  \i  were, 
4>metimes  to  intermit  thoughts  ok  &li^a|ion,  and;, 
entertain  thoughts  about  other  things :  but  when 
he  has  leave  to  make  choice,  then  he  W4II  choofe  ta 
think  of  ialvation.     Now,  if  you  choojfe  ordinari-^ 
fy  to  think  of  other  things  than  of  f^viKion,  then 
tjiere  is  noiuch  force  upon  you,  it  diicov^s  you* 
unconcerned  about  ialvatiou,  and  confequently 
grangers  to  that  folid.  convi^on,  that  ijOTues  al- 
ways in  foch  a  (erious  concern  as  we  have  been 
Ipeaking  of.    (2.)  I  forther  pofe  ypu,  whether  or 
not  do  the  thoughts  about  lalvation   frequently* 
prefs  in  upon  you,  when  ye  are  bufied  about  the- 
ordinary  occafions  of  life,  when  employed  in  your 
ordinary  occupations,  when  ye  are  working,  or 
converfing? ,  If  fuch  thoughts  are  ruever  wont  to 
vifit  you  even  then,  it  is  a  fid  fign  that  ye  do  not 
ky  falvation  ferioufly  to  heart ;  for  certainly  that 
which^  the-  mind  is  much  poncerned;  about,  will 
frequently  drive  the  thoughts  that  way.    (3.)  \ 

put 
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pot  ^is  oae^quei^on  more  ro  you.  What  tbou^M 
aje  tbefe  on  wbich  yoar  own  time  <  is  ipetu  i  Alt 
.ypur  timc^  ye  ma^y  think,  is  your  own  time:  ^ut 
there  is  a  certsJn  portion^  of  time  which  may  \>e 
called  (b  upon  a  peculiar  account;  fuch  are  thefci 
fbA&xia^  w^er^n  we  are  neither 'engaged  in  bufi* 
nefi  nor  ih  dlverfion,  as  when  we  walk  alone  iis 
the  Relief  vfh&a  we  iep^ate  ourfelves  m  order  to 
reft  a«  nigHt,  when  we  are  undrefRnf^  ourfelves^ 
or  when  we  are  ^waking  upon  our  beds  in  thd 
night  time,  or  before  we  engage  in  company  in 
the  mom\ng.    Now,  it  is  in  re&rence  to  fiich 

fiafbnsasfibfii^r^^^'^^^^^^^i'^  ^^^o  Y^^  thoughts, 
Ifthefi  leaibns  be  not  e  nploy^d  in  thoughts  a-^ 
bout  iidvatipn,  it  is^  a  iad  iign  that  ye  are  not  in 
parneft  about 4 1  indeed. 

J.  I  piit  dii&queftion  to  you,  What  are  your 
ddSres  ?'  Man>  is  a  deiiring  creature :  he  is  (enfible 
of  felf-infiifficiency,  and  therefore  is  ever  deiiring 
and  iongQig  after  feme  one  thing  or  other  that  i^ 
iuited  to  his;  need,  or  at  kail  Which  he  thinks  to 
be  fb.  Now,  what  is  it  that  ye  deiire  ?  Is  it  fai-' 
vation?  Is  it  Chrift?  It  may  be>  ye  never  have  a 
dkfire  aft»  ^Ivation,  but  when  ye  are  laid  upon  a 
fick  bed,  and  fall  under  fears  of  death ;  and  evea 
then,  where  there  is  one'defire  for  eternal  falvati- 
tjon,  there  are  many  for  freedom  from  death,  fo« 
fame  longer  fife.  Dymg  David  (peaking  of  thai 
tosvemm  whereby  lalvation  was  enfured  to  him, 
could  call  it  all  his  iejirei  aUhough  my  houfe  be  not 
fo  ivith  God;  yet  ht  hath  made  with  me  an  ever* 
lofting  covenant  ordered  in. all  things  andfurct 
for  this  is  all  myfalvation  and  ail  my  defire,  aK 
though  he  make  it  not  to  grow^  2  Sara,  xxii}.  5^ 
If  your  fouls  do  not  frequently  go  out  in  defirei 
lifter  God;  after  falvation;  It  is  a  ihrewd  evidence 

that 
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17^  ^Mdn^s  '^coverf.         JPart  II, 

that  ye  are  not  concerned  about  fal^idoh^  and 
confeqaci/tly  that  ye  are  not  yet  cpnvinceAof  fin. 
4.-  Are  your  heameveraiFoftedabout  falvatkai? 
When  there  is  a  concern  about  any  fcbing  in  the 
lout  of  man,  it  pever  feils  tofet  the  heart  a  woiic> 
and  to  fill  the  afl^ions.  -,  Now,  iurely  if  ye,  be  in 
any  good  degree  concerned  about  falvatibnye  will 
be  ane^ed.  ( i .)  Have  ye  never  zxi^  fears  offal^ 
lingjhQrt  j|(Ffalvaiipn  ?  Let  us  fear ^  kjlaprcmifi 
being  left  us  of  entering  into  his.rejij  day  of  us 
Jhouldfeem  to  comejhortf  lays  the  apqiUef  Heb« 
iv,  I .  A  heart  weighted,  and  ^bally  i  concern- 
ed about  lalvation,  will  fee  many  grounds  ^  to 
fear  that  poflibly  it  may  lofe  lalvation  at'lafl.  The 
falls  of  others,  the  difficulties  ;and:oppofittoti  in 
the  way  to  fdvation,  and  its  own  ifeit  iveakiieisy 
will  ever  occafion  icarin  the  heart  about  .this. 
"What  pne  is  very  concerned  to  have,  he.is^alwa)^ 
feared  to  lofe.  C2.)  Do  ye  never  tkfte  any  tWng 
oflheajiger  of  God  in  the  threatoiinga?  Thcfe 
that  are  concerned  about  falvation,  get  liich  a  tafte 
of  God!«  difpleafure,  as  is  wont  tofijil  their  hearts 
with  grief  and  Iprfow^  If  ye  know  nothing  of 
this,  it  looks  very  ill,  and  fpcaks  you  not  du* 
Jy  concerned' about  falvation.  ,  (3,)  Do  ye  never 
find  any  thing  of  ihame  for  fin  rifmg  in  .your 
heart  ?  If  none  of  thele  affcftions  be  moved,  it' is 
a  fad  but  fure  evidence  that  ye  ace  not  concerned 
about  falvation,  and  confequ^ntly  that ycarc  not 
I  yet  iblidly  convinced  of  fin.  .       -       ■ 

5.  Whither  runs  your  difcourfe. commonly? 
Dq  ye  never  fjpeak  of  falvation.?  We  told  you 
formerly,  that  wh6n  the  heart  is  much  concerned 
about  falvation,  the  mouth  will  fgmetimei  be  em* 
ployed  in  fpeaking  about  it.  Now,  where  runs 
your  talk  commonly?  Is  there  never  a  word  of 

falv 
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lieyier  ye|,w^#.^Qnyjnced  oi^  fiA,  that  yp  ney^*: 
yet  laid  6lii[afi9^  ^be^it^  .  poiioit,fhiDfctbai.it» 
'wjll  clear  3roo,  to  ttlj  thasyc^pai^  j?C)»%^yqi;tr 
^icc^urie  to  tjbe  tcmfcr  '^f  .i^iewjlK^  'whqva..)ftt 
cbivwfe;  fpr  .1  %, .  ^\ ,)  ,Po^  ye , ^fvj^. i?Oflv««ii 
lyitlijaw.bofly  ifcair,T|prol<^  ^nwrj^ff 

diftjc^i&abppt^^vatipp^  If  it  he,fcy.thei>4:4|l^, 
lur^ it i^cbo^re  i^i^ . &9t;:^|icc^ty, ma|»es  it.  £>;, 
Aistbferefii^j^  If  li&rrhwpprpofi^  yo^r  uneoiit. 
ocrned^ft^bout  .iM^ati^^-^yellisbf.  tb«  convei:i^' . 
of  fuch^ssi^y.jiclp  yoM„  /(;^,i)  Arg  >ye  ni^vcr  \»f  * 

^f^Mzj[^^Qe.9ihm^  apy  ft-* 

pPfipr,  4,*5n  tan?  an^OgA  WW  »ftiwwr8,y5f  ^poay. 
KftVje;ji^^,Je^g,of  thctdycpi^l^^  naj,:^<«ehyci 
pe  iefvai^ts^  yC;m)iy J^r»e .  t^pe.^r  otjier  hay«  a$ 
£u»r  9|»jeteace,.  to  pre(cH^.  $9  oiber$  the i^bjc£^^ 
^^4i(covrfi;i  a?  they  have  to  preicpibe'tayou.  (3,} 
If^yejiiuift /the  evidence  {mthen^ 

i<Bij^j^,^  two  toyoq,  which  Nii|l>  if  fiuthfijlr 
^y.fW^M^r:,^^  a  ^pvery  of  you  \n  this  mat* 
tei;:  an^TU  Doye  net  we^iry  (^f  tbe^onijpany  and 
of)  t|if  d4(cojide  that^S4kiK>,  reQ^A.  ito  &lva;ion  ?  / 
2.  Is[;it  }^%  jreftrsMut  uppn  youy  wben  ye  are 
kiept  fro^diicouriing  of  (alyatipn  \  If  ye  be  real- 
ly xqpqerhed  about,  it^  I  a)?»  fiii«t  it  .will  be  & 
i^^t^ac^  wit}i  yoUr>  Bat  I  proceed^  and  in  the 
^.,^k\Plap&j:V^  the;q^efl:io^  tp  y<)u.  What 
dilig^f^4sj^^^  in  ^iiag  the  m^ans  of  falvatioD^ 
J^q^m^p  t^t.ui^erftaods  efther  icripiure  or  rea* 
(qi:^^  >ca^^thi^.  tl^  nun  concerned  about  falvati*  ^^ 
on,  (that jiietH  not  the  means  of  ialvatioo.  Now, 
faecayij^  I;  j^qj^ge^tfa^  here  we:  Q;iay  meet  with  not 

4^P^!^46^^^*y<^^  flN^^  ^19  .n^tterr    The  . 
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..™ .^ MaY'fM)  «K'tB^^' 

(fSdd^tA  to  jrotfl  ''^Akd]  '^^JVAfe^'i^^Ti^Wa^fs' 

MV^ft*  ydui%i^f«r#  f.lB^^p^i^^  ^'^ftQ'Pffef^  BjyL 


eA^;-'  'Ejo^tiStidi*^,- 1  Wjiy fay j^  stre '^hejggmi^e  rfi 

id  'tire  gt'eiit  «amfei  'o**  religion  I  afeid^  tjiffencti^  of 

botitfilWtiofn,  ^ha  \vntit  oFdtfe^  rifteft  •  W  Gbd! 
Pferftwis  'duly  con(*ei*iied"afe6tit'  la!Vkft>rt-«Jlf'rp^k 
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Po  yc  kam  lo  tda^  the  iwprds  ofithc  I,iOrd ;. 
^ye^endcav^lV  ^  Mmkrifa^d  whi^  ye  read? 
^word,  are  ye;^^cdwi|h  Mfbatycrt^,  ora 
jrenot?  If  yebpocn,  fihmiit4£!evi<MKer^ii6i^ 
that  ye  are  not  cpti'c^med  l^rlQtdfy.aiboiit  Alv^tio 
ft)  that  yc  are  not  Iblidly  qanyinc«4  pf  fio<  I  If ; 
either,  heglcft  tfei  pfe  of  thefe  w«ans  of  ialyatio 
pr  prove, unconcerned  ^  to  th©  ]G]^^(p($  oCypQi^  t 
c^ttierai,  it: is iuHJkiulH^ly:(user.|h^/ypf'^^^^ ba 
npt  laid  6lv$fc^Qsi  to  l^it.  :  I  dio  «K>t  iadf^^i  & 
t»ut.)?ven  tjbe  cliUdren  of  Gpdriliay^  moiip-rem 
^t  f^metime^  thaji  ^t  ottv;r  |in^^;  but^ftocirely 
Hj^ft pr. proyewncon^emodj^fh^; ci^naot^  n 
Indeed  can  ^ny  thatMi  laying r4Mr&tipp,K>  bea 

lC0riifi,,.}tK  the  fecoi^cpjg^ HK>-tfi|qttke  in 
your  di}]0snc<;  U;^  yo^r  fiimiKas  9  and  )^  I A^ 
%^nly  ty^rtbingSf  (lO  This^  fiORMjerp .abc 
ialvatioQ,  wHI  no^e  (bofe  v^ho  bavie  ^odlieacu 
^  in  th<s  per^mance  of  farai)y*duti;ff»  ^n4  th( 
jH^hp  are  Q>f,mt>erd  of  inm^lies  Qai^  iA;fi^(teq4ax] 
v^pgvk  tl^fmeA  When  once  11  o^tija  >%ious  ^bc 
(alyatipD>  h^  wUbe  fur^  to. fit  lAa^t  thcfc  dut 
i?/h|ch  raay  a^^y  May  contvij^e  4^  t^^is  4a|ety  ai 
fihdblUhmcmt;  (a-)  Whiiii\^^£>4  ia  o»ce  co 
€eme^  abt^  Ovation,  then  tberc  yOit  ioine  i 
gard  be  had  to  tbefiicc^s  of  (uch  4»UfSx.that 
^^cb  an  Qoe  wm  1^^  care  to  ]a;if>w,.M^|ac;tber,he 
(;Hpttier  or  worfe  by  -  the  duties;  he^  foUpMf  Sv  J^o 
bring  thafefWQ  Borne  to  .youF  owntc^Qf^leBa 
ind:  1^  me  jJk  JKW  yrhar  coi)fej«ice  ye  mi/x 
^rlbrml^gpr  of  ailcnding;tp  itie^di^^?.  If 
elthej  negkft  them,  Or  turn  Indifferent  ^  10 1 
fucceis  of  them*  paft  all  peradvemiprje,:  ye  afe  h 
dangerona<:^dl|too;.  A  man  |bai  fees  tnnifelf 
ilAate..ofjBaiftryi  4m*  thjuto  <eriprtly.,<)f  fiiva 
-•V'    ^  .'  '  ■  s  .^:  c 
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oa,  Witt  not  Be  coif^tAit  to  ti^iflc  iii  tlieft  dtitiei 
which  have  fb  htimediare,  fb  remarkable  an  influ* 
ince  upon' his  eterQ^  cond;ticq.    If  he  ncglcfVs 
them,  then   he  lies  open  to  the  fury,  of  Goif^ 
which,  according  to. the  prophet  Jeremiah's  pray^ 
er,  ^yill  fill  upon  the  heathen,  and  the  families 
that  call  not  on  the  name  of  G9d,  P(aK  bcxix.  6i 
Jer.  X.  25,  If  he.  prove  remilsj  he  falls  under  the 
wo  denounced  againft  the  deceiver,  Mai.  t.  14. 
Curfid  be  the  deceiver  'which  Ikth  in  his  flock  a 
male^and  vpweth  and  facrificeth  io  the  Lord  a  cor* 
rupt  thing.     And  he  thinks^  his  cale  bard  enough 
already^  without  the  addition  of  that  new  wrath. 
The  liaft  fbrt  of  means  of  i&lvation  are  fuch  a$ 
are  called  pufilic.    A  concern  about  lulvation  wilt   , 
diicover  itfelf  in  reference  to  t^clc  many  ways ; 
of  which  we  (hall  only  name  two  or  three.    (i«) 
It  will  inake  Off  lay  hold  upon  every  oppormnity 
of  this  fort.    A  man  that  is  m  great  danger,  zn^ 
knows  hlmielf  to  be  fo,  will  be  fure  to, frequent 
.  thefe  places  which  promife  him  fifety.    (2.)^ll: 
wiU  be  a  (atisfiifUon  and  matter  of  joy  to  hiiii 
that  there  are  any  iiich  opportunities,  and  that  his 
cafe  is  not  entirely  dc(pcrate  and  h.opelefs.  (3.) 
When  he  comes  to  them,  he  will  ftill  have  filva- 
tion  in   his  eye,  and  will  greedily  look  what  a- 
<peft  every  thing  he  heais  aud  lees  has  upon  his 
own  felvatipn.    (4,)  He  v.ill  not  be  fetisficd  with 
any  thing  anlefi  he  fee  how  he  may  be  laved.* 
Now,  is  thii  your  cacriagCy  when  ye  pretend  to  be? 
concerned  about 'lalvation  iV  Do  ye  with  fatisfiiftir 
on  embrace  every  oppormnity  of  the  ordinances? 
Do  ytjoy  vjhen  they  fay  to  you,    Let  ^^go  up  to 
the  houfe  of  God?  Do  ye  keep  your  eye  fixt  upon 
(alvation  ?  Or,   arc  ye  more  intent  upon  other 
things  >  This  is  a  good  way  to  know  wlicther  ye 
•       •  M  3  \  ^         be 
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^en  i;nto  tk^  fe^t.  ap4.  i$  in  ^i^z^x4fft^^^^ 
\^1J  l^g.up  ^p^Diarid  (^^iy.tbiflgtba4;  ^p^y.^cupytribute 
Xq  Jus  ffifety ; .  a^cjl  yrh'qrv  be  cp^es  nfar  |be  (borck 
fire^-wHl  rwit  Ip^ad  ^^e.iii  Qbfejryinj.th^  foTRji  cwf 
^flr  flj^i;<?^  biat  itg,/ufejrulael^  to  blgi.'  •  3q.  ^  ^isia 
titat  (f^s  bimfejf^(i?,4^if}g^n  ^f  fmJuSg  ia  tbe  wrodx  , 
9f :<5P^  Fill  lp@^  .4f?i  §^.  th^  n^e^pf ..  of  .Cily^ioi^t ; 

^Wr .  w4  tbpM*'.?^  atid  majuxer  of  performing  l|-,. 
thai:  l^v^k  p^Qft /Jif  ^ly  al:  his  (^  vation,  ^yiU  gfetfil 

^ui^beft,  7M^  ;\.   .,     \/  ..   . 

. 7/A  ^i>d.  I^j^  pM^?>  ^^^  ws  .one  dueftU^i^  mom    - 

.pane  to  yovf/of^rfaJ. .  AVjU.  fi7)a|f  aixd  JncoiiUi- 

FabVdifficultip!i*make  yo^  lay  aCdc  thovi^hts  of 

vati9n,  oi^  the  jude  oi  the  means  i  if  (b,  it  is  a» 

il  figa  thatye  are  not  y^t  ajTrived  at  that  goucepoj^ 

yrhich  is  the  fruit  of  fpujad  ^phviftipa.    On^  that 

\s  loundly  conivin£;edvOf  On^^nd  is  iiipnce  .induced 

tolj^y  (aivatian.to  h^art,  \vilj  iW  ftpp  at  amy 

t^jug  he  me^t^  "vvith  in  his  way  : .%  "he  gan'fee 

jpo;lioa  in  the  >^<3y^that  is  fb  terrible  as  that  wrath.    . 

(ffQod  he  fftLS-pi^rUunp^  Kim  j  n^r'can.  be  hw  pf    - 

apy .  eiijoynient,  tp  nLike  him  tv^rn  back  ^^aiu,. 

ij^H  ia  fo  valuably  a^  that  fiilvation  hi  Itclfes  after. 

A:H  hinderances^thjit  ye  <an  meet  with^in  the  way 

to  heaven,  I  mean^  fuch  as  are  prpppfed  fof.rati- 

9aal  .inducfJ^ents.  to  pei  luade  you  to  give  Qvcru 

jpay  .be 'reduced  to  one  of  two.     The  tempter 

muft  .either  fay,  DeGll:  and  quite  thoughts  offal* 

vationj  for  ye  will  run  a  great  hajjard  if  ye  fiep 
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'^^'ft^.r^^r^  ?^'!^P?.n\^  ^i^.:  Whim 

mvmo^clNrnihei;'  Has  twg '  qiiel(\toi^s .  th^t -are  j^; 
oagh  l^r  ever  tb^^nfouQ(i'.ao4Xi'l,^pq^'Ju9li.w^ 
orals.,  v';r8e'Ci'.y  IS  this,  Y^e  tell , me;  ti^|.  i^  1 
old^pn,,,.I..ft^gm  'm?et  wjt$  Iiiqh  j^  J^^        :  1  rautf 

jie^nv^t  wrth  all'tbe  )j\  v^^i^t^(:^,x)^^\i}:\^^4^ 
li^,  tj>9 . wpr}4,  VoJ  .fib'^ca^  glv^.  me::but  .npV) 
atau,  j;havq  pne'queftipn  ]t(>  prcjppfe^iQ  yoyhV^. 
Te  .all  thele^.  taken  togetHer^l*?  lU  as  dampa^ippj 
'  nor,^,th^  '  1  ivill  'hold  '  op-.^  j^ut  vihtvp^^j.  Q 
rmpte^,.  (2,)  Vc^' fay^  TbaV  t.fliaU'  get  ^is  please 
r.^he  otbfr,jiH  defiK^p4^u^^^^  ^ay^thgt  I 
ave  e^jQ^ugd^ '  i^flc  you>  Is  .tJiJ^t  JjIj afure,  a?  ^qo/;J 
s  etemd  faWation?  Or  .wijj  U'rpak^  daniiVajti(i^ 
)lergble?  Theft  t>vo  queftion^^ma^  i^  %^U^  ^^ 
;  r^allp^  (;o^er;iedi  abp^t^^^fp^^^  Iipja  c>ji:^  .i^f) 
le  diligent  life  of  meai:^?...  /A.^4p  if-ey^i^  h.^J^^ 
nntheri.rpq,  ^vJ[le^  he.h^yhap|4njjf$m-lus^^^^^ 
ad  mifery  purfyipg  htoi^.  an^  tbuaii;  'if  vjit^  cve- 
>^  finne/-  ;h»t  fe,  th'rpughIJ^'4,^^a^^5e3^ 
atioh  to  Tjeari ;  ihfemQre.ltTs.  09,'^^on^  ^^  ^jp 
n^  r^f^ft>)  be  difcourfige^  pf,^Vi^  cfv^-^  \v^b^^ 
^er  he  m^ets  with  in  the  swiy ;  byt  p^y,  fire  th^j; 
ot  among  y6ti',"not  a  few  who*W4il  be^fta^tled.Jil 
le  Jeaf);  ,di,fijiculty,.  a|i4  ,qVJ>te  thoughts  pt  fhe 
leans  of/i^lvatipnj  for  v^y^trifles,?'  ^his  i§  af^id 
videricj?^'  Xh^iy]i  ^^re  not  i^ic^'^ed  fpUi^ly  cfuivinq^ 

f  fin.;     ■\.;jr\t  ■     '     V  '^     X-  ':.'-         •"  ; 
^^YfX^jv^^  moft\j^.j^n  through' thefe  V^f4o^ 

onfcielnces,  as  weWent  through j^^Wo'i^*>  ha\*i 
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it4  Marfs  Recovet^  *ftrt  IT. 

it^at  bi  them  ?  T*p  fuch  qf  ybu  iis  hayc  not  appfi<- 
ed  them,  i  (ay  oxily  in  lb  many  wbrds,  (i.)  If 
ye  will  nm  judge  ypurfelves,  ye  (hall  ftrely  be 
condemned  of  the  Lord.  When  ^erfbn^  yill 
tot  try  their  taJS,'  itl^  a  ftre  (ign  that  matrersare 
not  right  with  thiem.  Qi.)  Wemayfif^y'ehougft^ 
determine,  thai  ye  are  cinconcernedabdtit  iiilyad- 
OFtt  and  fa(^' aileep  In  Votir  (uis,  hay^  dead  !h  them.  > 
(t  );^  Ye  wifl  ibme  to  nicli  a  (enHblc  det^mjflnatSoo 
?3f  youf  eftatc  ere  it  be  long,'  as  wBl  force  you  tf> 
t^ink  upon  thele  things  with  ieriouihefs,  but  not 
With  iatis6£^toit.  Bat  to  (uch  a^  have  Jbeen  apply- 
ing tbci^  marks  as  wi^, went  along,  in  the  ' 

2.  Place^  I,pr6pdle  this  qufefti^n;'D6  ye  find 
tipott  trial  that  ye  have  indeed  been  laying  lalva- 
tion  to  heart  ^iboi^e  all  things,  or  that  ygt  ye  are 
not  in  i^arileit  aboiTtit?  I  beg  it  of  you,  nay,  I 
obteft  you,  to  deal  Itnpartialiy  with  ifoMt  own 
ftiits  i  and  I  arii  (uit  ye  may  come  to  underfland 
liow  it  is  with  yon.  This  quc;ftion,  if  feirly  appli- 
ed, win  divide  yon' into  tti^o' forts.  / 

X.  SufCh  as  are  not  layjng  ,(alvatlon  to^heart, 
and  fo  tetve  n^t'bcen  convinced  of  fiil. 
*'  :^.  Such  as  ar^  really  concerned  abdut  (alvati- 
on,  and  arc  with  the  j^ylor,  faying,  fVhat  mufl  I 
do  to  btfaved?  ' 

I  (ball  ioncjiudc.  thii  doftrinc  in  a  (hprt  addr^ls 
to  the(e  two  forts  of  pcrfons,  and  then  proceed  to 
tlie  apolHes  anfwer  to  the  jaylorV^ueftion. 

^  I  begin  with  the  firft,  foch  of  you  ar*  are  ndt 
convinced  of  fin,  and  therefore  do  not.iay  falva- 
tion  to  heart.  Arcttefe  any  futh;  miftkbte 
wretches  here,  after  all  that  has  bcefi  (iid  ?  'Nd 
doubt  there  are ;  ind  I  fiat  that  the  mcjft  part' are 
fuclr.  *  Toyou  Ifay,  '. 

^  r .  Whence  is  it  thit  ^e  4rd  tftOtf  convinced  <if 

'•  '  your" 
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and  at  (b  gmtlfength  inttilcatc  lipon  you  ?^  Sure- 
ly it  Auft  be  uj^oh  6£ic  of  three  accounts  ;  citjier^ 
j^,  Ye^hiitrc  fiiot  heeiied  what  has  been  faid;:  or, 
ficottSfyf  Ye  hat^  ncft  bdicved  it.;  .pr,  i6irJlyf 
Ite  have  ^fcttie  bir<?' faliS  defence  or  other,  unto 
vrhiA  ye  It^J  '  Ndw*  becauft  ^this  is  a  matter  of 
no  fittaU'  morilent  febih  to  you  arid  lis;  wc'^iall 
here  <fifcoQrte  a  little  of  ttefe  thl-ee.  |t  is  of  great 
mom^t  to  yoii  tol»  lindeceived  here,  becawfe  4 
deceit  here  vrtliftiln  you  eternally;  arid  it  is  of  great 
moment  to  u^  becaufe  unlets  we  get  you  ^nde^ 
icdved  in  this  matter,  ^e  lofe  att  our  pains  in 
feoldiag  fimh  Chrift  and  the  way  of  felvatibrf  by 
him.  Perfons  wht)  are.  not  convinced  of  Cn,  y^tUj 
naft  all  peradventure.  make  (ight  of  Ckrifty  and 
t^fehim.  •  ■'[  . 

(u)  Then,  I  ftia3l  Queak  a  word  to  fuchai  have 
not  taken  heed  i6,.or  regarded  what  has  been  (aid 
<bf  their  cbnvidloil.  I  make  ho  'doubt  but  there 
are  feme  fiich  hfere,-  whofe  hearts  have  been  with 
'Ae  fod's  eyis^  iri  the  corners  of  the  earth,  and 
who  have  fcarce'been  Ihiriklng  all  the  while  what 
Aey  were  hearing. !  .Vour  conftierices  can  tefl 
you  whethfcr  thij  has  been  your  praftice  ;  and  if  it 
hasi  then  1  fay,  (t.)  it  is  indeed  no.  wonder  that 
ye  do  not  lay  filVation  to  heart,  that  ye  are  not 
convinced  of  fin ;  finceye  will  not  hear  what  witf 
icrve  for  cbnviftion,  and  isdefigned  that  way.  (a.) 
Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lordy  Ofooliflj  andwtixitfi  > 
Mas  God  cbnd6fcended  fo  far  to  you,  that  be  has 
ftnt  hisferyiants  to  you,  and  will  ye  not  be  at  the 
pains  to  give  them  a  hearing  ?  How  do  ye  think 
wbuldyour  mafter  or  your  ruler  take  it,  ftiould  yc 
deal  thus,  by  him?  If  when  he  were  (peaking  tp 
you;  eith^hifnifelfor  by  his  (ervants,  ye  ^txt, 

turn* 
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:ver  mors,  ^tfempfypur.;  cor 
you  wh^  jbq^ep^rxsYrcOT  y 

Viaiited  9Q<?r'gfip  w*?f^^  '^vfa 

-rOrd.eQJoiQ^'bptfi  to  obfefye 
ir  of  iliearidg:  as  Tie  gaye  tji 
cortjmapdii^  fo>hg  ^vjU  t^J^e.c^a^fejhftf  .th^y  bei 
/lighfed.  /  He  \v.ilj  ^vcnjg^:biijiii^lf9ft)ie(e,\vhp 
fpile  his  ajilhpti't^f .m  thert^,  A'rvi'ffcerelQre  I  i 
(6.)  If  y^  refufcjillt^I^^Ioi^er^t^  theu-i 

jike,  nay,  it  is^grtal;i,  he  .^vyill^if  ea]^  ,to  ^ciu^  hi 
felfj  and  makf  you^t^jkej^eqd^  jf^H^t  .ta.\vh^t 
\iear,  j^et,  to'w(\At^yc';/^an  Tq^|,;,t;a,  yW ..etg-: 
"  -  '  *'  '  ^'^*  fpeaktQyouin^ 


the  houfe  o^^aely.or  of  th(^  fir  anger, that  fojoui 
fth  in  Ifrqdj  ^jjhlch  fiparatetk  himfplf  fr^vi  i 
find  fet^  up  his  idols  i^i  his  hearty  and  futteth  ^ 
fiumbVmg'block  of  his  iniquity  hef^re .  Ins  face^  a 
cgnitthfo^  a  prGj>het  to  enq^uire'^^qf,  'h}m  conQenn 
mel  tfhe  Lord,  -will  anfwer  J}vi%,  by^  'myfi^fl  A 
of  people  there  was  |n  ^thjs  proph^j^'s  daysy  \s 
were  his  bearers ;'  and  th'ey  came  .vir|ic|ef,I^r<^tcr 
^bf 'hearing  ox  enqijiirin^  in|9  jJ^^-Pfi^^sC^*^ 
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KaWtkJt*  ^dttfiMsbur  ^tt^  *Jul  tHe  teAimo- 

tty^of^God,  ^c^ciintibrlre:  tnd  hfe  that  bcliev- 
#tfc  hdt-ftt?  reecffa  ierfGod,;  hath  made  him  a  liar  • 
iha»whichr  iioirfe  can'diargei'giieaterimpjic 
to  tfW  holy  G<xr;  Vhd  yaTtf«1iMi^^  t^is, 

rtja*;h€'canitot  lie,  which'ls  peculiar  to  God  only; 
for  however  there^  be  cY  the  crfcatufcs  that  do  not 
lie,:  yet  of  none  df  them  caa  tt  be  Aid,  that  they 
tannoif  He  ;  this  is  God's  fole  .prerogative,     (2.) 
Ye  have  (hut  your  eyes ,  upon  cl^ar  light.     Tour 
fin  ind  mlfery  have  been  fet  before  you  in  the 
deareft  light,;  the  light'^pf  God's"  word*     The 
thatter  ha^*  tiox  been  midc^d,  but  ye  have  been 
plainly  and  freely  ^d^lt  tpfth  uppn  this  head: 
Aerefore  ye  need  to  look  \«rdl  to  yourfelves,  that 
G9d  ftrlkc  you  not  judicially  blh^d.    This  he  is 
fr^tienfly  wnt  to  do  to  thofe  who  refift  dear 
lights  iie  leaves  them  to  Sataft,  the  God  of  this 
World,  to  bliiid  their  eyes,  and  pvcs  them  up  to 
ftrortjir  ddufiorls  to  befieve  lies,  that  they  may  all 
be  d'amhed  that, believe  not.    C3O'  Wd  did  call  ia 
heaven  and  hell,  the  creator  an,d  the  whole  crea- 
tion, as^Withifles' of  that  certain  and  (ad  tfuth, 
thnt  ftAh  lias  JlkHeddnd  comefiori-  cf  the  gliry  of 
God.    I  know  not  one  ^tncls' h^bte  But  ien^  and 
lincc  ho'KS  is  like  to  dbj,  take -care  that  fijnfe  of 
mifery  donbt  convince  you  of  tti  truth.  Hell  w}U 
make  you,  'even  the  moft  incredulous  of  you,  be- 
lievci  and  tremSk  too,  a?  thedievilsand  damned  do. 
^j.)  I  come  now  to  dlftoui'fc  thofe  who  there* 
fere  are  not  convinced  ef-fin,  er  induced  to  ky 
ikivation  to  heart;  ndtwithftandingthe  pains  taken 
M  them,  becauft'they  have  defrndcd  thcm&lvcs 
Jkgahift  tHe  fcrceof  the  trtitlh^  pf  opofed^  by '  Ipme 
Alifo;  tribicft  iSpoh  occafibn  they  ufe  for  quieting 
er  keeping  quiet  thexrconlHetites.    Of'ihisTort  f 
>>^'  fear 
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faianejs,  can  ridi.c%  th^m^^d  glf,  thcni  hypo- 
crites? t  fear  there  my  beJS^ 
1  .tell  you,  ye txavcnp^U^k but  fiidj  as  m^y^^ 
hell  widi  you.  Faith  w^r^  ^^few^  jai'li^r-pw- 
rifyiag/^race,  dnd  jdlfcp^v^rij^el^^^^^^^  of 

obedi^nce^  according  to  ^^itpftW  ^NPpAle  Jaixicsy 
5)5^^71;  wf;'  thy  faith  wh^dut  fhji^  'wir^\  0n4'I'UfiU 

T<i  fajf  W  believe ;  wKen  ,ai^;yc  SeUeyft^^^  Pi^  ye 
llwiys  ixjlieve  ?.  Yes|  we  4wm  did>elieve.''  S w 
ye lo r  O horrid ignoranpe |j jT^fiy  ^p aid  al^^ays 
fc^ie^^'^.  I'fa^,'  ye  did  ^^Yf T  ^^tlSs  ^^y  jbeKejr^  ^ 
lor  we  are  not'bdra'believersV  W  4»n^li^vei^^* 
aivd  jC/Sr^Xf^?^  j^l?^.^^^^  Mic?y,  it  is  ^ 


brckjf  phough,  that  to  this  day  ye  s^re  ftrapgo'js.  to 
he  prjecidus  faith  of  Goci^s'Si^ft,  .J  fhaU       ' 


<^  fai^,  iand  pf  the  differetice  betwixt  it^  aod  thoi(s 
cquntcrftits  oif  it  whereon  many  do  hily.  Cinl)( 
i  fey  atprelent,  ^  that  where  faith  is^  it  wiiljead  xq 
concern  about  wlvation,  anfl*  wtH  Uy  hold  uppn 
the  dycovmes  of  fin,  and  that  IfS^ith  which  isnpt 
endeayoUriiig  to  get  the  iqul  in  'jwrhich  it  dwdls, 
mofp  aM  mpre  convinced  6)^.  a^dhumt^^^ 
{tn,.Uio'befu(pefted,/ "..''•  7  '  .  V  *..-., 
lil.  >Vhea  fin  is  held  fortli,  and  the  law  prewj|i^ 


days 

ftate^  of  eftrangement  and  alienJldon  from  God^ 
and  pbl^  tlieni, .  when  they  l^^ppon  a  fick-bejl,  of. 
a  ae5^-t>ed,  as 'to  their/fta^V.  th^ywiIjTay.  t^^^^ 
l^bpa-'k'-N:  weiJ^  tKeyihall  b^  Wd,  theyVw 
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the  wrath  'of  God.  Wo's  me'^that  there  is  aiijf 
fo  grdfly  ignorant,  in 'a  cbdrci^  that  ^lasb^en  Weft 
led  with  more  clear  and  fetisf^hg  ^di/covcries  6f 
God's 'mind  and  will,  than  moft  churches  in  the 
Vforli  Ye  fiy,  ye'hav^  done  no  man  any  inju- 
ry, and  therefore  ye  will  be  l^yed.  I  anfwer,  Ye 
have  injured  God-,  and  therefore  ye  will  be  dam* 
nci.  Ye  (ay,  ye  hav^injiired  ho  min ;  ranfwer, 
¥e  uKd^ftand  not  wdl  whk'ye  fay;  otherwifeye 
fhould  not  have  the  confidence  to  talk  at  the  rate 
ye  do.  (j.)  Ye  have  irijbred  4II  with  whom  ye 
have -convened,  .in  whom  ye  are  concerned,  in  as 
fer  as^  ye  have  not  laid  out  yotirfelf  in  paying  the 
debt  ye  owe  them.  >Love"is  a  debt  we  owe  to  all, 
Roni.  xjii.  8.  and  he  that  has  never  evidenced  his - 
lore  to  them,  in  a.feriou^  concei'rt  a^out  their  iil- 
v^tfnV  Is  extremely  injurious  to  them,  inas^r 
as  he  detain^  fironi  them  that  which  Is  uuquefti-  . 
onably  their  due :  and  pafk  all'  peradventure,  he 
that  was  never  feridus  about  his  own  Hilvation,  was 
ntver  really  concerned  about  the  falvation  of  o-^  . 
thers;  and  therefore  has  detained  from  them 
what  was  their  undoubted  tight.  (2.)  Didfttbod 
never  fee  thy  brother  fin?  No  doubt  thou  haft; 
"Well  then,  didft  thou  'Vepxx>vc  him?  I  ftar  noti 
Yea,  mAny  of  this  fort  of  perfons  can,  it  may  be^; 
lee  thei^owfl  children,  wives,  ftrvants,  and  near-* 
eft  relations,,  commit  grofi  ifta  offing  and  yet  ne- 
^.yer  reprove  them.  Is  it  not  fo  with-  many  of  you? 
i  am  lure  ye  cannot  deny  it.  Well,  is  not  this  a 
real  injury  done  to  thofe  pcrfons  ye  (hould  have  re- 
proved  ?  It  is  a  hating  tkem  in  your  heart.  God 
himfelf  fays  fo,  and  fore  his  judgment  is  accofd- 
mg  ro  truth,  Lev,  xix.  17*  Thou  Jhalt  not  hate 
thy  brother  in  thy  heart :  thou  /halt  in  any  xways 
rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  fujferjin  upon  him* 
-  K  la 
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ne,  ^i^h  what  c^nfi^^^ce  dar^  ye  %  yc  ha 
p  no  maa  wy  WWyr  >vhcn  by  a  tra^  of  ^ 
lave  been  dpiog^  i;he  utmoft  y^  coul4  fp  bri 
xi  thewraij^  of  a  fm-jrcyengii>g(J<jid  jipop  yoi 
^$3^  aAdppp^?.  all  wl)LQ  live  with  yoji-i?  thefei 
^ty?'  :  ^\^./.  ■'■  ^i  :  ;  .  ;■,;  ;  -.Ir-rT 
iT.  pthcrs,  w^aa.frtir^ed'^by  the  dircover 
inj,  apt  {^jL  behind  tbiQ  church  privijegcs,  ^ 
k  there  to  (creep  jth^ni((elve^  frp^u  the  wfj 
jod.  Thus^it.\vas  with  the  wretches :fpoii 
y.  the  pr^ph^f  Jpr^mif h, .  in  tbfit  vii .  ch^p, 
book ;_  they  .414  7?^4/,  mnrd^r^^  cppmnt  a^^ 

L,or4  thfeatiya^jihein.  with  wrafh^^  .^kls  th< 

nd  their  v^ys.  and  theift  49'ii9g§-.  )?"^f  ^^^X 
fecif re  mA,  iwcpn^erpjed,  n^v  ?r  a^dted,  ,^itl 
i  the  dijcovcry-of  fm^  or  with  thi'eat^ii^$ 
tb.j  A\^hai;,i^  4^e  mc-^trej:.?  )3ave  tb^men 
b  of  hazard  a|  alU^  They  qould  noi;  ^||ogetl 
their  eyc5  upon  t]>e  clear  diicp verier  |hd  pi 
lji\^dei  ofiibeix:  fi<|^  t9  tj^em,  or  qf  that  con 
[iti4  mi|ery  hp  dj^  th^r/^atea  theni  withal ;  t 
E^fhelt^r^  thenjfp]pfeg^i>ebhxd  their  qhurch  p 
jes,^and  they  cry  put^^  hlr^^Tielenjfle  ofi 
i,  the>tejj^p(&  ^  fl^&Jj[.(^rd,rt^e  Hmfk' cjf  i 
i  are  th^Jk,  v^ii.  4'  %  A»d  I;  mal^e  nq  .doi 
it  }s  Co  with  i^?  pCy<^^«  It  I9^y  be^  ye  re 
a»  Mai^p^h  ct;»4jii^f?tipther  xaie,  .^  />4^.Z^ 
fned  tQ  d^rrifj  ^  i/s ,  ik^^  iv Quid  nat  hef,  ye  gi^n 
n/iHces  as  h^  h^s  do\i€.  Now,  I  only  olfer  tr 
:i>ree  things,  that  will  fpfficjentjy  eippje  t 
jtncfs  of  this  defence,  or  hiding  pl^ce.  Ar 
I  fey,  Ye  may  indeed  rej\fpnthi?S5^  God  \ 
>liilied  gojfpel  ordiniijices,  the  Cgns  of  his  pj 
e  arapngft  u? ;  therefore  he  will  iave  fbme.  J 
i\pt. bring  the.means  of  graqc  w^hcHit  dpii 
K  for 
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□fe  good*  bj?  them-  Yet,'  (a-)  X /ay  je  aaixA 
ace  infer  that  he  Vtli  five  yoii  j  for,  iw  <Mj( 
vfho  have  had  the  gofpcl  ordinances  have  beei 
ntied.  2.  k  15  not  the  having,  but  Ae  faiiP 
vmgofthera  that  fives  any.  ,3.  Tb  lean  up 
th^m  is  tht  worft  mifimprbvbracnt  ofithelx 
able,  and  therefore  take  care  that  ye  Srt^  n^k 
nng  wrdsyjaying,  Tit  ietripltoftbe  Ijordjlhi 
pie  of  the  Urdare  thefe.  li  '  ! 
L  Qthet"s  6rKlingi  no  (hclte^.fram  their  corivii 
as  here,  betake  thcmfelVcs  to  ithdir  good  du« 
We.  tell  them,  they  are  finncrs,  and  laji 
n  to  their  eyes  their  miferable  and  wretched 
dition  aad  ilatc :  they  turn  their  eyes  to  theii 
es,  and,  like  thfi  Pharifidb  !(pokea  of  by  oui 
d,  Luke  xviii.  1 1 .  they  will  flop  the  mouth  d 
Siieoce,  "^ith  an  ennmeratiod  of  their  perfor* 
K:efiy  whereby  they  excel  others.  True  it  is, 
fuch  an  oi\&&yf  I  have  fishid :  huton  the  ©• 
hand,'  I  am  not  guilty  of.  grofe-  outtreakikgs^ 
fcandaUus  fins i  nv^ y  more,- 1  am-  much  and 
uent  in  the  performance  bf  the  duties^of  reH«» 
I,  I  pray,  I&ft,  I  communicate, .  and  a  great 
ly  other  things  I  do,  and  therefore  I  hope 
|et.  heaven  nocwithilanding  all  my  fins.  O 
'.natund  is  it  for  man  to  prefer  a  defcncelefi 
ag  pjace  of  his  own  contrivance,  to  the  im» 
;nable  city  of  refuge  conttived.by  infinite  wif^ 
L  and  grace,  the  homefpun  robe  of  his  own, 
le  heaven-wrought  robe  of  Ghrift's  righteouf^ 
\  Here  many  of  you  hide  yourfelves ;  lpri\y, 
id,  I  feek  into  God,  aijd  therefore  all  is  well : 
d  condufion!  To  this  plea  I  anfwer,,  (i.)  If 
(lionld  diflfolve  in  tears,  pray  till  your  ktice^ 
V  into  the  ground,  and  give  all  ye  have  in 
;,  and  faft  everyday;  all  this  will  not  atone 
N  2  /or 
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tne  fin.  OaO  Your  beft  duties  cjibtit  incn 
guilt.  This  the  church  well  &Wy  l(a.  L 
^(?  are  all  as  an  unclean  tBhtgj  af^d  all' 
temfitefs  are  a^^lthy  ragSj  (3.)  *Good  dii 
nueftea  on,  h^e  daninedrnahy,  but  n< 
•nor  ever  iball  (ave  any.  To  lean  ta  then 
ty;  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  Te  are  ourgt 
L  that  the  I-ovd  fiirbids  a^d  abominates. 
I.  Ahother  (brt  of  perfbus,  when' convift 
lold  of  ttem;^  abd  their  fin  and  mifery 
ily  apd  cdeariy^dlfcoveredto  them,  get 
nd  their. :gaod.reft)K3rtion$;  and  thereby  1 
:cr  themfelves.  They^refoiye  taconfidc 
raatterat  a  more  convenient  leafiwi,:litee 
who  diCnifled  Paul  when  oj^te.  he  cam 
cloftly  with  hiih,  and  promifed  him  ah 
afterwards:  Up  do  many,  whennhey  are  ali 
zinced,  ^bey  dtiriifi  cor^vidiems*,  abd  jpvxy 
ear  ;thWn  afteri^  ards.A  Nmv,  I  ftiatlad( 
elf  tolfuch^n  a  few  ferious  expofluytory 
)S.  Andy  ( I .)  -  L  enquire  at  yiiM^  Ts  the  c< 
ition  of  fm  andmifery;  ami  of  ycoir  ef 
a  it,. (a:^,bvifinefs  to.be  delayed?^  Is  there 
g  that  ye  catjf  He  concern^ed  about  th^t  deie 
►e  preferred. ta  this: Ms  there  arty  .hafeard 
ination  ?  ^any  ix^eojy.  comparable  to  ialvr 
ci  the  wrath  ^of  God  ?  If  a  hian  gain  a  w 
lole  a  foul,  is  lie  profited  by  the  exchai 
Who  is  better  judge  of  the  moft  convex 
ifion,  God  or  ye?  He  has  determined  the 
opportunity  to  bethebeft:  Now  is  tht 
ed  titne,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation^ 
len  art  thou  relblved  to  take  under  lerious 
ration  thy  fin  and  mif€ry>  that  now 
:eft  the  thoughts  of?  Ye  muft  furely  lay, 
^iH  be  .Ibmc  time  after  this.  But  tow  I  aik 
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What  <rertainty  have  ye  of.  fiick  a  rime  ?  And  what 
certainty  haveyethat  ye  fhalJ  then  hiave  the  means 
that  are  nedd&ry  in  ordec  to  this  end  ?  I  believe' 
ye  dare  not  fiy  tbatye  are  ftire  of  either.  (4.) 
Sure  I  am,  '^me  who  in  the  lame  manner  have 
made  many  iair  promifes  ^d  refolutions,  have 
thereby  -cheated  themfeives  out  6f  their  fouls  * 
But  a.   r  v» 

VII.  Sort  get  in  behind  their  owh  ignorance, 
and  think  to  flielter  themfelves  there.     They  pro- 
^  mife  therafelves  fifety,  though  they  be  not  con- 
cerned about  ialvation,  becaufe  they  are  but  igno-^ 
rant.    God,  fey  they,  may  deal  (everely  with  o-^ 
rfiers  that  know  better  things;  but  for  me,  I  hope 
he  will  have  mercy  upon  me,  becaufe  I  know  no 
better.     With  what  aftonifhing  confidence  have 
we  heard  fbme  plead  this !  Ye  (ky  ye  are  ignorant,' 
and  therefore  God  will  hav^  mercy  upon  you<  I 
lay  ye  are  ignorant,  and  therefore  God  will.  A^v^ 
no  mercy  i^pon  youf  Ifa.  xxvll.  11.   Ye  arc  igno- 
rant, but  whole  fault  is  it  ?  Has  not  God  given- 
you  the  means  of  knowlege?  Has  not  the  light  of 
the  glorious  golpel  (hined  clearly  about  you  ?  Have 
not  others  got  knowlege  by  the  ufe  of  the  vuy 
lame  means  whicb  ye  havfr  negleftcd  and"  flight- 
ed ?  This  is  a  common  excufe  for  fins,  but  a  moft 
unhappy  one  as  ever  any  meddled  withal;  for, 
C'l .)  God  has  exprefly  told  us,  that  ignorant  people 
Ihall  |?e 'damned,  2  TheflT.  i.  8,  9.     (2.)  He  has 
told  us  that  ignorance  will  be  the  ground  of  the 
(entence.     This  is  the  condemnaticm  of  ignorant 
Xlnners,  that  they  love  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
John  iii.*  J  p.  Nor  will  it  excufe  you  to  tell,   that  ^ 
ye  want  time ;  for,  (i.)  All  other  things  fhouid  ' 
g've  place  to  this.     Seek  firft  the  kingdom  ofCod^ 
and  the  rtghtcoufnefi  thereof,  and  other  things  will 
N  3  '  c(>me 
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eosxe  in  tbdr  own  room  and  place.   '<2.)  Otliers 

,  have  had  as  iittk  jdine  as  )re  have^  -who  yet  hftve 
takeo  care  of  tbeir  Ibois,  and  have  got  the  kno^** 
Ije^  ofGod.*  .C3.)  Ye  loie  as  much  time  i^ksd 
tiifleSy  or  doing  noting,  as  migfatibring  $^ou  to 
%  competent  meafiire  of  the  knowlege  o£  thefe 
things  which  .60  beloi:tg  to  your  peace^  wer^  it  but 
frugally  managed:  fb  that  this  will  be  found  to 
be  a  w^ak  cfcfimce,  try  it  who  will^  And  yet 
here  a  great  .many  (helrer  themlelves^  and  that 
two  ways,  (i.)  Hereby  a  gresft  jnahy  are  not 
capable  to  underftand  what  we  fpeak  to  than  a- 
bout  their  fm  or  their  danger,  and  fb  we  have  no 
acceft  to  them  to  convince  them.  (2.)  Others  do 
think  that  their  ignorance  will  ^tone  for  their  o- 
thcr  feults  %  and  this^is  ^  fancy  fb  deeply  rooted  in 
the  thoughts  of  hiany,  that  nothing  is  like  to  cure 
them  of  it,  till  the  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jeius, 
for  their  deftruftion  who  know  not  Gt?d,  do  it. 
^  VIII,  There  is  one  defence  more  whereby 
vlbme  put  by  iconvincing  difcoveries   of  fin,  and 

^  that  is,   by  oomparing  themfelves  with  others. 

!  When  it  is  born  clofe  home  upon  their  confcien- 
CCS,  that  they  are  in  an  eftate  of  extreme  danger; 
then  they  fay,  Well,  one  thing  I  am  fi^re  of,  it  is 
iike  to  fare  no  worfe  with  me  than  with  others; 
and  if  I  be  damned,  many  others  will  be  (b  be- 
fides  me,  ,0  defperate,  and  yet  common  de- 
fence I 

Thou  layft,  if  thou  be  damned,  then  many  o- 
thers  are  like  to  be  fb :  Well,  it  fhail  jndeed  be 
fo,  many  ifliall  indeed  perifh  eternally  as  ye  heard 
before:  But,  i«   What  will  this  contribute  to 

'  your  advantage  ?  I  make  no  doubt,  but  company 
will  contribute  exceedingly  to  the  bteflcdnefs  of 
the  iaiQts  above:  but, I  cannot  fee  what  fblace  or 
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nfort  the  damned  can  havtr  from  tl>df  em^a. 
)nis';  nay,  pa(l  nil  pcradvrotiiPQ  this  wUllm 
nee  their  milery;  their  cafe  being  ftich  as  eaU 
mk  of  na  all^tation.  (li)  KnoM^eft  thoo,  O 
etch,  -what  thw  (kyft,  Mirbcn  thou  talkeft  at  that 
e?Jt  is  plainly  to  fty,  I  xvill  h^ard  the 4ifif^ 
it  nrhat  it  will;  than  whkh  nothing  can  bfc 
tfc  extravagant  and  fooliftit  art  thoQ  i^rtUlngte 
Mrd'etenial  wnfth?  Can  y^  d*ivtU  nukh  everhfi- 
burningiF  Qanyt  Avidlvn^dito^iuringflamest 
there  be  any  fiich  's^rret^h  her e^  ai  is  nefoiviedtb 
Id  on  at  this  rate,  and  hazaird  the  Iflbe,  I  havb 
3\r  qneftions  to  put  to  him :'  is  there  any  thing 
the  ^orld,  "worth  the  (ecking  after,  that  ye 
uld  defire  to  be  fure  of?  If  there  be  any  fuch 
ng,  theh  1  po(e  you  on  k,  if  there  be  any  thl6^ 
iiparahle  to  ialvation  ?  If  ye  fty,  there  i^y  the*i 
nquire  further,  Is  there  any  thing  that  tvill  go 
:h  ycM  after  thii  life  is  done  ?  fe  there  any  thing 
t  will  make  up  your  lofs,  H*ye  lofe  your  foub? 
hat  will  be  able  to  relieve  you  Under  the  extrei. 
ty  of  the  wrath  of  *  fin-revenglftg  God?  Again, 
en  ye  fty,  ye  will  hazard  the  iffue,  then*I  de- 
;  fo  know  of  you,  do  not  ye  thirik  it  as  prol5- 
e,  that  ye  fliall  be  dafmneoy  as  that  ye  fhall  bi? 
ed  f  Sure  ye  have  reafon  to  think  (b  iildeed,  A 
fon  fo  little  concerned  about  (alvatibn,  mnft 
Ik  Godhasa  very  fmall  efteeift  of  falvation/tf 
tliro^  it  away  upon  fiich  as  care  not  for  it.  Fl- 
ly,  feacej'^are  likely  labe  damned  in  the  iflu^, 
rey^iew  diourfit^^t  damnation  imports?  I 
ieVeiJOi;'  I  ftml  only  refer  you  to  that  (hort 
ount  of  it,  which  x\it  final  doom  of  impeni- 
t  finncrigives of  it, in  that  x5iV  of  Matth.  4t. 
partffi^mey ye  cufjed,  ini(y  ever la/i'mg fir a^^ 
pared  for  the  devit  dhd  kh  angels. 

'  N  4  I  cari- . 
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,   .1  cano^t  now  <9nter  upon  the  coafidemticui.of 

maay-  other  pretencefs*  wjiereby  .fibers  ihdtcr 
thornfelves  from  Gi)n}^i^iDn^  •►  only  I  \vifti  3'^e/4ittay 
rivet  upon  youi*  hearts  three  truths,  which  wiU 
help  to  preferve.  you  iErom  laying  ^dght  upon 
.them.  ( I  •)  Be,  petfupded  that  there  ane^but  /hv 
thaf  wU  bt  favedf  Ghrift  has  (aid  (b,  and  wlio 
dare  give  him  the  lie?  (2.)  Believe  it,,  .they  who 
Jhall  be  faved,  fhail  not  be  feved  inan  eafy^icay/ 
,The  righte/kis ar^fcarcely  favedy  i  Pet*  iv»  18.(3.) 
Ye  are  to  eadeayaura:firiidconviftion^  that  there 
i^  jap  ftlvation  for  you  but  in  the.g(0el  vm^,  Afts 
iv:  12.  Undertfland  and  believe  thefe  three  truths, 
and  this  will  b^a  meaato  preferve  you  ftom  a  re- 
liahce  upon  ^ings  that  cannot  profit.  Arid  this 
tfor  xhejirft'  word  ^e  defigned,  to  fuch  of  you  as 
are  not  convinced  of  fin  and  mifery.  I  ihall  pais 
thk^  and  in  the  .     '        . 

"  Second  place,  to  foch  of  you  as  are  not  yet  a- 
•wakened,  as  are  not  yet  convinced  of  your  Io(Vand 
undohe  ftate,  I  &y,  ye  have  reaibh  to  fear  that  ye 
ilx^ll  never  be  awaketied  and  convinced.  ;  There 

,  isf  ground  to  fear,  thkt  Chrift  has  faid'to  ymyfkep 
,Qn :  and  if  it  be  (b,  tlven  the  thunderings  of  the 

.  la'^,  the  ftill  and  ^ajni  voice  of  the  go(pel,themofl 
fweet  and  tharfning  providences,  3^ea,  the  jnoft 
terrible  threatenings  of  providence  /hall  never  be 
■j^blejo  open  your  eyes,f>F  make  you  confider 
4iind  lay  to  heart  the  tbiags  that  belong  to  your 
peace;  but  ye  fhall  fleep  o|i  in  your  fecttrity,  ^U 
ihe  wrath  of  Godoomeupon  you  to  tbeuttermoft. 
But  it  may  polfibly  be,  that  feme. whofe  cafe  this 
is,  (ball  fay  or  think,  or  at  leaft  carry,  as  if  they 
thought,  there  was  no  danger  of  this  at  all.  • .  But  I 
^aillire  fuch,  whatever  tjheir  thoughts  may  be,  there 
is  great  hazard  of  this;  foi*,  .   , 

/  ...  do 
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(i .)  G^has'tafcen  niach'})dih^  upon  yb^'alreacfy^ 
to  bring 3«>u  ,t6^z\(hnie^<yF  your  fed  ftate^nd  tixiSr 
^ion;.  but  he  has  not  dealt  fo^vithctthcrs.     Hfe     ' 
has  not.dealt  fo  \vitJi  many  of  the  heatheti  nati- 
ons; he  has  not.dealt  fo  M'ith^  many  whcr have 
been  taken  away  fuddenly  after  their  refufel  of  the 
firft  offer  of  the  gofpcl";  he  has  not  dealt  *fo  with 
not  a  few  others  who  hive -had  the  gofpd  ligb't 
^quickly  taken  from  them  upon  thetr  refuiM  of  ft. 
'  A*  for  the  way  of  God's  deding  with  the  heathens, 
there  is  no  place  to  dotjbt  of  it ;  and  that  the  Lord 
has  not  dealt  fo  with,  or  beai  at  fo  great  exp^nce 
.either  Of  time  or  pncans  with^  others^'  is  plain  in 
your  own  experience.     Teliae,  O  fiflners,  Have 
•japt  niany  been  foatcbed  away  by  deiith,  frororthe 
advantage  and  uie  of  th^  ordinances,  fince  the 
Lord  b^n  to  deal  with  you  in  order  to  your  con- 
viftion?  Sure,  few  of  you  can  deny  it:  and  that 
the  Xord  did  allow  others,  a  fliorter  thnt  of  the  or- 
'dinanceSyis  no  le&  plain  from  manifold  evidences, 
both  in  fcripture,  and  in  the  experience  of  the 
,churdi  in  all  ages. '  Ye  ];iave  had  m'ore  time  than 
•Capernaum  and  many  other  places  where  Cbrift 
preached,  in  the  daysof  &is  perfoual  miniftry  up- 
-on  earth.    '  • 

(2.)  Ye  have  reafon  to  fear  this  terrible  ifllie,  if 
ye  confider  the  way  that  the  1-ord  has  taken  with 
you.  He  has  not  refted  in  a  general  difcovery  of  ei- 
ther your  fin  or  danger;  but  has  dealt  particularly 
with  every  one  of  you,  as  it  were  by  name  and 
.firnamc:  he  has  fpoken  particularly  to  you,  by  Ms 
word,  and  by  his  providences.  In  bis  name  we 
ii^ve  dealt  particularly  with  young  and  old  of  you: 
-and  by  his  providences  he  has  be«i  no  k(s  parti- 
cular. What  pcrfon,  what  family  baSv  not,  either 
in  tbemielves,  or  in  their  relations,  felt  the  ftroite 
S  -^  V  ^  '  of 
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dd'S' 4iahd  ?  wtiicK  teHs  all  t^h  whom 
9,  th^t  tbcy  %2LyQ  /mmd^  kiad  cnkejb^rt 
i^ryofGt^d^  I  believe,  .theceis^icarcc  oik 
lioiife  vtfho  has  noefmarfcd  thbway.  So  t 
e  ife  there  oiie  amphgft  us  who  has  not  wi 
I  particular  dealings  of  God  for  his  iotivii 
4nd.thiSiis^ a  {Wficifer^t^ground  to  fear  that 
nej^cr  be  coavlnpcd;!  fincc  all  the  ways  t 
In  wont  to  takffj  :tire-«*tther'gffncral,  wheii 
i  wi^  t  perfbn  in  ebreihibny  by  apropofil 
fchingr  as  ky  ,oj>0[i  thciln  and  miftry  of 
rneralj  or  paTticulir,  .when  he  makes  a  i\ 
pplic^tion  of  th^  general  chaise,  either  by  1 
I,  or  by  hisrprovlddhce,  and:fiiys,  as  Nath 
7%ou  art  the  man ':  o^  what  can  be  do 
)  for  your  cohvi£ti6n  ill  the  Vay  of  meat 
.)  He  h*s  not  only  ufed  thcfe  ways  and  naea 
ionedv  but  has  waited  long  upon  you  in  t 
f  the  mcitms,  evi^n:  h^Diti  the  morning  of  yc 
ill  nofv^.  Many,  if  not  all  of  5rou,  have  h 
ft  ttp6n  precept y  and  Hne  upon  linCy  hen 
andthei'e  a  little.  Chrift  has  rifen  up  early^ ai 
leak  with  you,  by  fending  one  mcflcngcrs 
idther,  one  preachirig>aJ&€r  another,  one  pr 
KC  after  another,  and  yet  ye  are  notconvin 
|d  a^^^akened.  This  ftiggefts  great  groun 
tr  the  itfue,  if  it  be  confidered, 
)  That  the  Spirit  of  God,  though  he  may  lor 
:  with  finners,  yet wH  not  always  ftrivc  wii 
,Gen.  vi.  4.  And  the  Lord faidy  Myfpiritjhd 
Iwayrftriveivith  many  for  that  he  aljoisftefi 
;he  JUord  had  laid,  I  have  long  dealt  with  the 
by  an  awakening  miniftry,  by  awakenir 
a(ations,bythe  inward  motions  of  my  fpik-it,t 
s  of  their  own  con(cience,tocoavinte  tlyemc 
fin  anddanger,and  to  rsfocm  them ;  butiicr 

.  Ifin 
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|feidall»hi€ans,incflfedualj  th^  kti  ei^cty' cor- 
rti|>t;  therefore,' I  will  coAvinfec them  no ' more y 
I  will  ^re  thejin  till  they  fill  up  thctf  cup,  and 
be  femed  againft  the  day  of  fllughtcr-r  but  wffl 
riev^nmotv  cpnvince  riiemsor  endeavour  thdr  con- 
ttoioia.  And  "^ho  can  tell,  but  the  Lbrdhas  tfiii 
ddy  pronounced  thfe  like  {entente  Agalnff  the  un: 
convinced  fioners  of  Certs,  or  fprte  of  them  * 
Yonder  ii9  a'pepple  with  whom  I  liavc  long  ftriv- 
rn,  by  the  word,  by  providences^ly  morions  of 
my  fpirit,  and  by  fecret  checks  of  confcience,  and 
yet  they  arc  not  awakened,  are  not  convinced  t 
therefore  I  wtU  ftrive  no  longer  with  them  V  J  will 
either  take  them  away  with  a  delugie  of  wrathi 
as  I  did  the  old  world ;  or  I  will  take  my  ordi^ 
nances  from  them,  as  I  have  done  from  bther 
cb^irchcs;  or  I  will  give  my  (ervants  a  commiffi- 
on  to  make  their  ears  heavy,  their  hearts  fet,  an^ 
their  eyes  blind ;  and  I  will  pronounce  the  bar- 
ren fig-tree's  curfe  againft  them.  And  that  all  this 
19  not  a  mere  empty  bugbear,  fet  up  on  purpofif 
to  fright  you,  will  appear  evident,  if  it  be  confi- 
dercd, 

(5.)  That  this  is  the  ftated.  mbafure,  th(*  ordi- 
nary way,  that  the  Lord  has  laid  down,  for"  pro- 
ceeding with  perfons  in  that  cafe ;  as  ye  will  fee 
if  ye  turn  over  to  that  terrible  fcripture,  Hcb.  vi.' 
7,  8,  n&  earth  which^ drinketh  in  the  rain  thai 
Cometh  oft  upon  ity  and  bringeth  forth  herbs  meef 
for  them  iy  whom  it  is  drej/ed,  receiveth  blefjing 
from  God;  but  that  which  bearefh  thorns  andhri^ 
ers,  is  reje£^edy  and  is  nigh  unto  curfing^  ivhofi 
tnd  is  to  be  burned*  Here  k  the  ftated  and  ordi-J 
nary  rule  pf  God's  procedure  with  finners,  who 
liye  under  a  gofpcl-difpenlation^;  and  that  both 
with  fuch  as  improve  and  wth  fuch  as  milimprove 

it: 
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it:  ihf^;^^}^t  9^4  takes  wUh  the  &A  fort, die 

imprdv^r^  9f.ityi&  tliisj  hegivcf  tjipm  themeans^ 
tis  w.or4  ^n4  ordinances,  M;!tvch,<  like  .tjie  rain, 
com^  down.ffQm  heavcp,  and  have  a  fi-uftifying 
^flicacyy^ 'wh^ri  they^ &JI  upop^goodground ;  and, 
upgn  ijheir.  ^rijPfgif^g  forth  good  frUit,.  called  llrqit 
th^t  is  mc^t  for  the  u(e  of  him  wh<>:;drei&th,it>  hs 
Weffeth  t^en>l.  On  ^he  other  ha(id>  w^  Ji^ye  th^ 
carriage  xif  God  toward  th^e  reft,  ;%Dd  their  Garriage 
foward  him,  j)lainly  eoough  reprefented  uptous; 
which  J  Cia]!  let  before  you  in  a  few  pai:ticiilvs. 
/Jrr^^  God  gjyes  them,  as  well  as  qthsFfij,  Sequent 
ftiower^/  hcgives them  fometimes  the  njeans, and 
that  xrj  great  plenty.  Secondly,^  The  generality  of 
fhem  Ji^fe  the  means ;  toth  the  one  ipit  and  the  o- 
tHer  }s  iupppfed  to  drink  in  the  rain ;.  for  there  is 
^o  dpubt  that  thcfe  who  openly  rcje<5^  the  counfel 
of  God:  againft  them  (elves,  as  the  Pharifees  and 
Scribes  did  of  old,  Luke  vii.  30.  ihall  be  burnt  up 
with  unquencliable  fire,  Thirdly^  Tho*  this  fort 
of  perfons  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  drink  in^he 
rain,  as  did  the  other ;  yet  herein  are  they  diffe* 
renced,  they  bring  not  forth  fruit  meet  for  the  ufe 
of  hinvby  whom  they  were  thus  watered;  but  on 
th€4:oj;iirafy,  they  bring  forth  briers -anjd  thorns. 
That  is  plainly,  the  dilcoveries  of  fin  djd  not  cqn- 
vince  tlienl,  the  dilcoveries  of  danger  did  not  a- 
wakcn  them,  the  influences  of  grace  did  not  qqick- 
en  them,but.  rather  made  them  more  Aupid,  more 
dead  and  unconcerned.  Fourthly^  Upon  this  ac- 
count theLorci  rejects  them;  that  is,  he  either 
gives  overdealing  with  them  entirely,  or  at  leaft 
%yithctraws  his  bleffinq  fiom  the  means.  Fifthly^ 
During  the  time  of  his  forbearance,  they  a^-e  nigh 
unto,  cdrling ;  there  is  nothing  to  keep  the  curfe 
of  God  from  them ;  it  is  fall  upon  its  approach  to 

them; 
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irt  II.         bf  Faith  in  Chrijt.  ^  lo 

em;  they  ly  opdii  to  it,''ar>d  are  d^JKh^^cTtl 
r£ti  Thfertfofe> 'iii  tMe  Jhth.^^ctyhthuti 
:h  in  the  end:  Thh^  O  finriers,  is  the  6rdm 
way  cif  the''Lord^s  d^ialmg  with  finners."  Aii 
►w  fee  and  cbnfider  your  own  concernment  i 
is :  the  Ix>rd;  as  was  Ciid  before,  has  ofteii  l*aii 
down  upon  ybu ;'  ye  have  ^reterid^to  rec^ii 
sfe  fhowers>  have  been  Waiting  liporl  th^  riie^h 
t  havfe  not  brdught  forth  good  frtitt  y  nay,  c 
2  contrary i^  ye  have  brbught  forth' to46i-s  at 
orrisf:  v^kt  ffeafon  have  ■  ye  fhen  tb  ^dfeud  tl 
nfequence?  Have  ye  ftot'reafbn  io'Ml*  that  ^ 
t  rejefted,/ahd'(b"nigh  unto  eurfog,^'ahd^th 
erefore  yotir  '«nd  is  to  be  burned  ?  And  that  i 
is  may  hot  a|>pei^r  groundlefs,  loffer  thistd ybi 
nfiderktion,  iii  Ihe- '  -     I  -  n^.-^    .  . 

(6.)  Place,  As  God  has  laid  down  th^  rule  ji 
>w  mentioned,  a^  rha^by  which  he  has  w'alki 
id  will  walk  with;  ail  to  -si^hbm  he  gives  the  g 
el,  I  mean  for  ordinary  ;  (o  in  his  y^dvlvJen 
e  find  him  dealing  acc'ordirigly  \wtH  fir^rS.^ 
all  only  lay  befbire  you  two  or  th/ee'inftafrites^ 
od*s  dealing  with  fihncrsaccordlng'^^otthi^'rtii 
heyfry?  i^  thact  of^the  oldworld.  The  Lord  <i 
ial  Ibi^  and'  Jjftrticularly  with  theM,  by  t 
eacbing  of  Noah,  in  order  to  their  con viftio 
ley  weie  not  convinced,  but  pthet*  grew  Woi 
id  woHe;  whereupon  the  Lord /ejeAed  thfei 
ive  avei*  ftriving  with  them  fMd  though 
lared  thefmj  Gen.  vi.  3.  y^t  it  was  not  on  a  c 
gn  of  mercy,  but  only  to  fufFcr'them'  to  fill 
leir  cup,  that  they  might  be  without  excufe,  a; 
^at  their  condemnation  might  be  the  more  t 
ible.  Thtjecond  inftance,  is  that'  of  the  chur 
f  the  Jews  in  our' Lord's  time.  He  preached 
ticm,  and  endeavoured  their  conyiftibn)  butth 
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e  |i<J^  ^tiaGjg4;  jh^r^loFe  fee  tejc^  then 
I  fbppgh  j:j^y  b^  .a  ^;^5^1^^  r^fpk^'  yet  tJ 
],gs.thatcUd^di€^g,t9  theti*  peace'<w€r«  now 
j^lly.  I^id: frpis^  their  eyp,  LukgxiiXv  41  j,  4^. 
^(elf  teJis  t]iei[n  5  and  therefore .  tft^y,  had  .n< 
>g  to  1  |@c^  for,  but  jadgmei^t  giid|,fo.iy  iiidign 
1,;  lnjSisteiJ might  jp  the  (anjapvirp^fe  fit  b 
3  jovir  .eyp,^,  P^ai^y  ^j|iftai;ices  jij  tlje  gdipel  <huF< 
:e  th^  djiys'of  ChyiJ[V^:\vhereiif>  tl^  JLcir4  ha$€: 
.y/oJ4<^^d..the  finr^  meafcr^s.^  Now^tdl  m 
finn^rs,  ch^ye  iye  not  t^a/<j^t> .  tp  :l^f:'&om  2 
t  \}A§  {]^^i\  jak}  hefpi^e.ycHi,  th«t*  ye  (hoU  fle( 
*apd.n^^4>^  coi;iviiK?94ftrn^V€r  awal^eHed 
tl>i^  ^s  p.ot  ^U,  for  we  mvift;,t;elJ[  yot^, 
|.  p  ancpftyiQced  fimxers,  af^r  fiU.the  pab 
tlias  been  taken  upon  yqu  for,, your  falyatiQ] 
;  higfi^-pM>te>aWc  tjiatyq,^^^  fave( 

t  h^VjB  juli^now  Jaid  before, yon  many  reafor 
haye  to  fearji  that  ye  who  naye  {h^t  your  ey< 
ong  ppon  th^.difcoyeries  of  yoMr  fin  aac}  dki 
,.{hrt  liejf^r.^get  them  opened  }::m4  if  tfoeyn< 
^b^ii>pm^>.:^^^}^Jim?y'^  i&yilhal,  ia^  fare  i 
^. UVt^juPO^^k  ipul  cf -yj^s  (hftll  be  6ved :  Foi 
)  !J^  ff  J?V:not  cc^yince4>:  ^i  y^  g^i  ■  not  yot 
sfupenedl,  to/feeyp^r  finiOiia^  mlfery,  yc  wi 
;Cr  }^y  lyy^tipq  tp.  hearty,  ^s.  appiea]?8  from  whi 
tte^  ^reacJy  difeovirfed  tp  yo^  at  gteat  lengtt 
)If  ye  ^}^y_^(j^t:,{alvati0n  to  b^rt^-  tjim  liire  y 
I  neve.Tjfep]^  ^ftejT,  or  look  to  it  fi^^iourfor  fahra 
u  ^iKJhaiS  fhiak  they  ft^j  •wUl/npt y^c eye 
e,  fufh  fli^  tlvttk  thenxfelvea  rjcb  enpttglx,  wii 
Ipp^L  after^pjd  tried  in  the  firi^;  ftchasJlee ni 
ard  <jrf'  d^mnatic^na^  will  not  feek  after  j&lvati 
(3;)  ^C  y^  '^^  J?^  rieekit>g  after  a  (avjour 
ti  tl^ugh  he  cope  to  you,  yetAV^Ui  )re  not  re 
ic  him :.  Afty>  ys.will  ^ej^A  bii)»>  ft»d"  that  Vrtl 
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contempt.  AndintdMcbio  cannot  <?then»i]fi  be^' 
viiho  w^ujd  not  wkh  ftoi^n  rtytSi  tile  o&ttff^ 
fdiyiicsan,  that  {hould  pirds  upon  falmt^allbg  me« 
dicines^  Wihtn  he  'was  nor  fenfible  of  any  dileaie} 
Ha  is  a  fool  that  ofi*ers  a  pardon  to  a  man  M^ho  ]ft 
¥ioi  condemned,  or  Us  hand  to  help  up  a  mad  ^)io 
iS4i<^t  (aUeny'Or  iirater  to.WaQi'a  man  that  48  not 
defiled :  add  fuch  an  one  ts  Chrlfljn  fho  ^^i  of 
all  that  are  not  convinced.  Sach  an  one  really, 
he  b  in  your  eyes;  and  ycwtl)  beiure  ta treat, 
him  a$  fuch. .  (4.)  The^ieceffary  conftquenccof 
thia  is,  ye  muft  be  damned^  ye  <umnot*be  (aved^ 
for  thiBre  is  no.odicr.way  of  obtaining  eternal  &1* 
vationi  but  dnljr  by  Jefus  Chrift;  for  theM  if  no 
flM^r  name  given  under  heaven  among  fneny  wksrs' " 
fyjinuers  can  he  faxxedy  hut  cnfy  that  of^J^fik 
Chrifly  Ads  iv.  12.-  And  damnation  U  th^  ^tsrnal 
lotof aJL theia that rejefit him^ Mark-xVi.  Vd.'^i^ ' 
farther^  ':..'.  '  .  ' 

4.  Wc%,  Wotoyou>  Oftupid^  hardJicart* 
ed^  and  unopnvinced  fmners;  for  if  ye  jflliait  bci 
daainsd,  yoiir>  4dnli1arioa  wiU  be  moft  tei^rlbi^) 
yaox ftate viiU be unipeakably mi^rable«  Andthrl 
will  appeiir  plain  to  a'n)^  vvho  ferioufly  ftu^l  i^ink 
upon  It;  fbr^  (i.)  Damnation  at^e  beft  iiimbft 
terrible.  This  we  did  make  appear  to  you  noc 
'long  ago:  and  indeed  though  we  had  ipoken  no* 
thing,  the  thing  Ipeaks  for  itfelf.  What  is  ter- 
rible, if  eternal  burnings  be  notfo?  Who  cmdxvell 
wth  devouring  flames  f  Who  candwell  vjttk  ever^ 
lafliug  burningi  ?  Who  can  abide  the  heat  of  the 
Tofhet  thafh  prepared  of  old^  that  is  made  large 
and  deepy  and  has,  for  its  pile,  fire  and  much 
VfQcd,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty  {ikeaflream 
of  brim/ione VXn^Wna  it?  The  coldeft  place  there 
wil]  be  hot ;  the  mgit  tolerable  place  will  be  into* 
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e  aadthccefore  diidaifeof  alt.who  gothi 
iMe.  'But,  (2)  Your  icondiddn,  O  mi 
iitxoeik'v  ^Hl  be  more  terrible  thaa.tfaat 
who -fteUibe  there--  Ciirift  (ays,'  Wo  u 
hGmzin^  'WO  unto  iheeB^Ubfiuim  :  for  if 
Knvorks,  ivhich  hav^  bstndone  in  tbee^  i 
melntyrc.cmi  ^idonithsy  idguldhaverepe 
\  agOi  in  Jadkchth  and  afheis  but  I  Jay  u. 
^  Jhall  kc  pto/r  taleruble  for  Tyre  and  Sit 
d^  of  judgment  than  far;  you.  And  /> 
iaitm^  which  art  exalted  unto  heaven y  Jh 
dghtdownto  h^llifnrifthe  mighty  lu^i 
have  hem  done  in  theCy  bad  been  done  in  - 
[/•  luotdd  have  remained  until  this  day ;  i 
"into  you,  it  fhall  he  more  tolerable  for 
^  Sod^m  in  the  day  ofjiidgrnetU  than  for  th 
•  )p.:  3^1,. 24.  In  \*^hich  jemarkable  denur 
)of  rwxatb  againft  J:h9le  finners  whbni  < 
lad  endeavoured  to  convince,  and  yjct  w 
i^Hk^Ae^i,  i^is  plain,  Fitjiy  /That  fbnoe  fli 
hoter  anjd  n>ore  intolerable  placi^s.int 
others.  5^cdAf///);,:Xhatithcy  o«i  whom  m 
bft^  beet!  beflow;?d>ifillliave^thfe:hoteftpla 
ding  to  thi$  rule  g^>  ,tbe  diviae  proccdi 
i^ners^  I-^hall  now  procqedjt  andJaxbeJ 
^foji;  I  lay  unto  you,  O  unconvinced  1 
a.  the  congregation  of  Ceres,  before  wh< 
Jn  ai^d  miiery  has  fo  fully  of  late  been  1 
your  hell  will  be  hoter  than  that  of  ma 
'u  Wo  unto  you,  for  it  will  be  more  in 
e  th^n  that  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  Tl 
finned'  againft  the  means  of  g;race,  as 
done.  Upon  this  very  account,  when  ( 
fends  forth  his  difciplcs.  Matth.  x.  he  t( 
,.  That  it  'WGuid  be  more  tolerable  for  Son 
jpm'^rrha  in  the  day  of  Judgtnent,  than, 
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fici  dbjh^utdrefufi  ttie^,  Seiev^rie  the  14/1^ 
V^  thfeh  t^e  cafe  with  y6tirth€  heathen  worldy 
'  hell  wH  bfe  hot  indeed ; '  but  yoiir.  ftmace  vnH  be 
heated  ieven  times  mbre.-'Agairi^'^o  unto  you, 
Ibryditir  hell  will  be  more  intolerable  thin  that  of 
Capematimi  Bethfaida  or  Ghorazinj  nay,  than 
that  of  thcfcldiers  that  crucified  Chrift,  and  oF  the 
Jew^  that  condemned  hirti,  for  Aey  only  finned 
agaihft'Gbrift  in  his  eftate  of  humiliatiola  ;  but  ye 
hSve  rejefted  him^.  fiow  when  he  1$  exalted  upon 
high, .  and  featM  at  the  right*  hand  of  God.  AVp 
unta}^,  it  will  \>q  more  intolerable  for  you,  than 
ft>r  thcrfe  who  live  in  many  other  :churche$,  where 
the  go(pel  is  corhipted ,  with  a  perverfe  addition 
of  human  inventions  and  d^AHnes,  that  are  alien 
from  it:  for  ye  fin  againft  the  clear  light  of  the. 
gofpel,  not  darkened  by  the  clouds  of  falfe  do* 
ftrines-  Once  more,  W^  unto  you  of  this  con* 
grega^otti,  if  ye  be  found  rejefters  of  the  golpel, 
as  certainly  ye  will  if  ye  continue  unconvinced;  for 
yoiur  hell  will  be  more  intolerable  than  that  of  ma- 
ny others  in  Scodand,  wholiavc  not  had  thatpains 
tsiken  Ujpoil  them  which  ye  have -had,  who  have 
not  die4  &equent  and  clear  difcoveriesof  fin  and 
4ttty,  iwhlch  ye  have  had  by  one  of  Chrift's  fcr-^ 
Tanu  after  another.  Now  tell  me,  O  wretches, 
can  ye  think  upon  your  own  ca(^  without  horror^ 
Sure,  if  ye  undcrftodd  it,  ye  would  not,  yecodd 
not  do  It.    But,  ^ 

^  5.  Ilay  further  to  you,  who  (hut  your  eyes  up- 
on your  fin  and  mifery,  notwithftanding  all  that 
has  been  feid  for  your  awakening,  If  ye  perifli, 
and  petifh  ye  Jhall  if  ye  be  not  convinced,  then 
your  deftruftion  i^  in tirely  of  yourfelves.  And  O 
how  galling,  how  cuning  will  this  be  to  you  eter-» 
luUy  \  That  It  is,  I  make  apfiearagaiAlt  you  thus. 
:  O  ^      Wher 
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J^Jicrec^y?5,by:th?  bl^mc  pf  it?  .dO^Dftr^j 
ky  that  ye  [wapft^^the  in^^s  pf  filya^o^^  W 
bis  ye  can^QCjtyi?.  d^reiJ^iot  (ay  ;  for  if  y|s  ftu^l  i 
lo,  we a^e.aii/hcr^  ^Wtne^es  for  Gk>cLagailift  yoi 
lay,  youF  q^TO-con(ci€nc€^  ihalLarileNuid!  By  i 
^our  fiices,  and  fbrce  you,  though  tinwiUiDg,  i 
>wn  ths^t  ye  have  had  the  rtieans.  (i.)  Dare  3 
ay  th^t  the  m^a^s  aire  jiot  fuHici^t  to  the  end  f( 
yhicbi  they  ^r«  offered  ?  No,  I  am  Cure  (there.  As 
lot  l;>e  one.  that  fsyer  h&d  then^,  who  ihaU  dare  1 
Aarge  them  with  infiifficiency.  Aad  If  any  < 
^qu  ftiould  arrive  at  that  height  of  4Qtol6rable  u 
Epience  aisd  ir^ppdence  as  to  do  It,,  it  were  ta\ 
IK>  ftop  their  mouths  s  For  Gkxji  might  ^  yo 
when  Aanding  at  his  tnt^tial,  Firfif.  How  do  ] 
know  thera  to  be  irifiifficlent,  fince  ye  were  nev 
at  the  pains  to  try  them  ?  iV5?x/,  He  might  ,ftc 
jrour  mputh  thus,  Behold  here  upon  my  rigi 
tiand  that  innumerable  company  out  of.  aH  kti 
dreds,  tongues  ^dnations  i  and  how  were  they  ik 
sd  ?  If  ye  ihould  go  to  them  all,  and  aflc  tbiem  01 
by  one,  would  they  not  all  with  one  voice  anfw^ 
(p  youreter<3Lal  fhame  and  confiiCon,  that  by  tl 
ufij  of  (heft  y^ry  m^ans  you  had,  but  negjeft© 
they  were  ftved  ?  (3.)  If  yet  ye  will  not  fe^hata 
the  blame  of  your  deftru^on  will  come  only 
^our  own  door,  then  I  aflc  youy  ,oa  whom^^  yfiil] 
kay  the  blame?  Care  ,5^  by  it  Upon  amy  other  b 
j^ourfelves,  with  any  tolerable  (ti^dow  of  groUn< 
Itaww  ye  dam  not.  Tot  blame  tbe  devi^  or  tl 
worlds  15  downright  npafenfe ;  for  it  i^  (alvatic 
from  them  that  ye  wa^to  feefc;  and  to  tell  th 
thefe  are  the  caufe  of  your  ruin,  when  ye  had.r 
ief  agsiinfV  them  offered,  is  vain  ;  for  it  may  cai 
ly  be  aflced  at  a^.pedpn  who  has  lived  under  tl 
;of^l,  andgiy^a  Satf^a  oc  the  .world  li^ JUame 
^  t.iV.     '     •  .    "   o    .  I 
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irhJJj        by  F^&in  CArifi.  tu 

9  ruixki  Was  thei^  noi  ^divmince  fiom  Sat^ 
k1  the  world,  (^ered  to  you/?  W<re  not  tbc 
«apf  tMQCkH>e4  fufficient  ?  Thia  will  eternally 
quk  mesoLat  tt>  your  deftruQion»,  and  l6dge  h 
)oa  youmives  as  the  pruicipal  cauie  of  it,  which 
idt  we  plead;  for  we  do  Dot  exeme  them  from 
(hare  in  the  guUt  of  it.  Now>  ihk  being  in-^ 
kQfeftabty  evident,  it  remalna  that  €\xhct  Chrift, 
hit  mmUHxa  are  chargeable  with:  your  dami^« 
m,  or  that  ye  yojurlelves  only  are  6>, 
As  lor  our  UeflTed  Lord  and  'mafter,  we  oi&r 
)w  to  uiukrtake  hi$  vindication  againft  any  that 
all  dare  to  acoule  him»  We  have  abundance 
fpeak  in  his  bebalT;  and  4reielolved  to  aicribe 
;hteouiae&  to  our  Maker,  In  bis  vindication ,  I 
ipealto  your  own  conlcieQces  in  a  few  particut 
^.  ( I  i)  Is  h^  net  indeed  a  -  fufficient  ^viour^ 
t  Me  tojav^  H  the  uittnmft  M  that  C9me  totta 
)d  through  himP  Deny  it  you  dare  not  j  fyr  this 
the  atteftation  <!>f  fhe  gjorious  cloud  of  witneA 
\,  who  all  have,  by  iaitb  in  his  name>  got  above 
e  reach  of  fin^ .  death  and  hetl.  (a.)  Did  ever 
y  of  you  coioe  to  him,  andgetarcAiftU  Pro- 
oe  yourinA^nces  of  tbi^iortyif  ye  can.  AVedare 
Idly,  M  oar  Lord^  nain<(»  give  a  defiance  to 
rthcn'hell,  to  produce  one  inAance  of  this  ibrt. 
.)  Has  he  mit  allowed,  nay»  invited,  intreated, 
y,  commanded^  you  to  come  unto  him  that  y« 
^t  be  fafed?  If  ye  (haU  deny  this,  the  word 
God>  the  feryants  of  God  are  ^dmefles  agakil 
q.;HAs4i^  not  wailed  long  upon  you?  Has  be 
t  giiven  yoil  precept  upoapre^ept,  and  line  upoa. 
e  I  And  now»  to  condode,  I  pole  you  on  it,  w>at 
iildhe  have'done  more  to  you  thathefaasnot  done! 
Bat  it  iwy  be  ye  will  lay  U  to  our  door,  and 
\  dioiigh  C^ttift  did  blS:  part,  yet  his  iervants 
O  a  have 
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Ill  ^ 'Mdfi^s''}tlc9i^y'       Ritrn 

tov£  not  ilontfJthc1fSj>  fhty  have  ncin'giiMCyoi 

&ir  "w^rAt^.^   Aw  for*  their  vindicattoil  I  alhlwe 

«fewthing8'<  ftrtB»l  %,  (i.)  Th6ug!i  thfe^  ma; 

-be  guilty,  «id't6ifttJ€al,  or  at  leaft  fait  of  feilhfal 

jlefi  in  their  ilaty,^  ypt  youf  daitiRatioii  Is  of  your 

ifilvBs:  fdf  y^have'th'e'Word of  God'that  is'plafin 

that  is  ftill,  iri  its  reprefentation  of  your  fin  an< 

mifeiy;  and  had'yoii  piid  a  due  regatd  to  Aai 

ye  .could  not  l(^ve  miffed  of  4al  vadon  :< '  then^re 

yet  your  deftroftioji' w  'of  yourfel vi^s. •  'But,  (2. 

We  refiife  th^'chiarjge  of  your  blood,  ^«nd  tell  ya 

that  ye;  have  driVmyed  yourlMves,  if 'ye  fleep  01 

in  your  fins,    ^d  'for  otir '  o'^<^A  vjndlcatfon, 

put  a  few  things  home  to  you:  HaVewe  notpiaic 

iy lotd  you  your  fti  and  danger?  Have  we  flc 

done  it; frcquei^Iy ?>tta^e  We  not  been  pa^Bctlla 

in  dealing  with 'young' and  old  of  you?  Have  "w 

not  been  f)refErig,  in  order  to  your  tonviftion 

We  have  told  you  with  earnpfthefi,  both  yo&r  fi 

and  danger.     We  havfe  Jooked  from  our  Watct 

toWer  through  the  ppofpeftof  the  word  of  God;  an 

fcavc  feen  the  wrath  of  God  ready  to-ftJie-you 

and  we  have  not  concealed  hisrighreoufiicfe  witf 

in  us.    And  nt)wV  the  Lord,  'the  righteoii<P  j\idg( 

be  witnels  berwikt  ybu  and  us,'  for  we  have  clor 

as  rnuch  as  will  frebui^^fyottr  bloods' '  IndeedA^ 

dannoi  deny  OutifelVes  to  be  finhers;  ahdmU 

own  that  we  have  finfled,-  even  with  #e^eft  1 

yout  but  thls^  Will  hot  mak^  ydar  Mood  to  I 

thargedupott  us  ;  fihte,^  in  brdwtd  out  cbeotie 

.  ation  ds  to  th«,Mt  Itr^onl^  te^uifed  *t 'gi^  yc 

warning  of  yodf  da^ger^raiifl^ye  fefe;flaJft'flee] 

ing,  ye  are  to  blamfc^^    iTher©  is  one  wWd^morc 

hive  to  fay  to  youJili  the  •    -■     -  ^  ^     '^^  J- 

^  •  '6ih  Place ;  ^and  ititti  1 4h6li  |eav6.y^u.^  •  Wh 

bave^^ we  to  dO'moVei^^iifc^yoi ?  If^ -tgmjpfy  n 

-      .       ■  '     :^    J       ^  wi 
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!^'<fe^i>fi#A:i>^«  ^  (>ol'Thdfllg^'  y«;waf  he  ft 
to  refiife  the  fecond.  Chrift^iwlll  t)e'  refufed'  1 
jrouyitidrwdAvlll^feemt^  ^iiloe  them  Ait  m<K: 
Bur ^hateotet  ufi  y<^irfatc€x>fft,«Jwc^ftlsilti)Pocd 
in  GUI'  work > -m^  tf  wtT^pF^vevho*  ii^'&^\ir 
iife  liitd  i^ouv'V^  Blall  prbvetbi^ftifdUf  Opijeatl 
for  tvbiifcrc  a Vwi^^'/jiT/^r.Wi^?  tVA/^iif  /A^  /(J, 

*  S^hMOkf'^  Ir^  (pfeak  a  \?(mS  W  fucb  ^as^ar e  avfi^l 

thr^<tfekt,^>/W^iif^VZ  i?'rf>  Tl^^i' jgfi;drf»^  'arid  1 

^  f  i-1Mfeft^6  LbKt;  -whtPte^ftpimttd  yoar  eye 
3fe'^w<M'<t^at)ttfally:as  ftiycfi^  kirfitftd  i<ft  ileep  oiv< 
othidffi^j  &nd'4t^49  ^fy  tSe^^^ingaWiii:^  gobdne 

•  4;^^8t»d^^m21^€^  ybAiv5^¥  <)p(ft;'  ^  If  ye  'fl* 
ii€iw  again^  ^ttd  m&'^c6n^\E\\m^'x\\tn  ye  ms 
lev^-neecii^^cr  theM  fligiifi;  t^lf<y«  qdench  the  Xp 
•it,  4t»k^hafSd  td  ijy  but  ^6  »Sffi»3'ma^  prove  fe« 
:or  ^Jtou.ni  ff  God?  iJ^'Agi  fi^cM}^  ^by.  your  fl 
iing'<5ocivia:ion,  IffeaH  giv<f  4Ver  4^Knjg  with  ybi 
[  mafy  %,*AVig>imcpy^>fop^3«B^'ai'e  i^  etc 
lally.  And  that  ye  have  got  y©ar  ^yes  opeffi 
n  fc»ne  weafiirey  ito'dWc<[Mrei?  ybur  l^azafd;  will  I 
b  fer'  frdm  ra^nding  thb'mattet^j^tbat' it  will  mal 
tmuch  woffe;  itKvill^fiSt  afl^^tJ€eht  upon  yoi 
in,  and  likewife  wpoft  ]^K'{iutfiftiraent. 

'  3.<^»£ndfeavt)»r  to  imptoveothe  difcoveries  5 
M,Wj^ot'^f£ii,:an^  feek  not  ^nly  to  keep  yoi 
^es  opeay  but  to  have  theni  fiftfther  opened.  Tf 
tiotexrleal:  th^  fight  bf  •fin  Is,  'which  ye  get,,  t} 
inbre  Ji\idc^nie-witt  ye  m^k^  the  ]go(pd-tend/2i-  \ 


vGooqIc 


Pfttrcy  mi  relief  j&pj  mow?  finowriy  jmd  hwifl] 

wjll  jrc  clQ(e>lth  itifi  ^  \      L  .     i   v  ^    »  ^ 

.  4»  ^oqld  yt  jstiAi^  Ik  fitved  ?  th«n  take  th( 
gdyjceiri  the  ttxt,^9<?lie^  in  the  lorJtJtfus Chriji, 
m^dthdu/h^Hhefavtd^  Thialeadl&m^iiothatwhid 
Ididprincij^yidefiga  inf  the  €lu)k:e0f  t)u9  Tub 
j^;  ch^re^e  I fli^U^if  the tx)rd  WiU»  infift  upon 
a|  at  lengtln^bec^Ufe  it  is  the  veiy  fiim  and  fub^aoa 
of  rh<r  golpel,  tb4t  ^^hich  cortj^rifes  dl  ilj(fc  r*^. 

.  We  have  hitherto  rcprelenwsd.your  cufe  by  na 
WW,  aa  ye  art!  under  tni  ai>d  Jiave  jtottwl  ihoctlj 
lit  your 'C^fe,  A  vmd^  .th<  l»flii^iic<ii  of  tktf  .fririt  ii 
conviftioil:  now  Mife  iball  proioeedto.a  diMover] 
oT  the  gofpel  relief  that  is  provided,  by  infinitt 
•wiCbm,  foriwrf^'t^  A^e^waken^  to  a,di(covery  o 
their  loft  and  und<)n0  Aa|p;  and  that  Ue$  befon 
us  id  this  3 1  yer^;  r  fXfe  may  ^ipembipf,  di^  whei 
we  did  open  toiy^u.  tbcjcontcxt*  we' did  reftt  th( 
explication  of  tl}ts  v^&»  ViU  (jbch  timeas  wchac 
ended  the  fbrmcn  This  being  now  done,  I  flial 
briefly  op^  the  wocds^  ^  then  draw  thoiceiomi 
fiich  comprefaennvi;  iru^  as  may  give^pund  to  ^ 
courfe  of  that  wlsii^^ir^  have  principally  in.onrcye 

,  The  words  cOntain>  a  direfUw  given  to  the  di 
ftreiTed  and  awakenedtjaykr:  and  in  tbism  w< 
nuy  take  notice>    .    ;  ;.  ..- 

.1.  Of  the  perfon  tpt  whom  the  direftion  is  giv 
en  ;  and,  as  wjis  juft  now,  ifaid^  he  is  an  awakienei 
and  convinced  fvnnen  Ti^is  is  the  gofpel  method 
it  propofes  its  remedy^  not  tp  ri-.e(c  who  are  whol 
and  welly  in  theix  own  eyes,  but  to  fuch  lis  ar 
di(eafed.  Chrift  is  tendered  to  fiich  as  need  him 
and  arefofible  that  they  do  fp.  l^he  fouadatior 
of  the  go(pel  is  laid  in  conviftion  of  fin.  Heno 
it  b,  that  we  find  gofpel  minifiera  begin  thei 
work  here;  cf  which  we  have  many  eminent  am 

no 
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atableinftahces  in.  the  iibripttm.  .  J<ifah/the^Bqsf 
il,  whole  bufineis  it  ?waa  to  nudkc  way  &r  Ghriil; 
tad  pb^cq39fliiixfU)er^(foremei;takiing^^ 
oTpel,  bejpos  his  nuiuftry '\rith  CDavifticaiy  with 
reaeho^  oflin  tofaijstelilpci;'  'RepeMi^taiAiYi^ 
w  the  iin^am  ofheMidhitjahmtih  i  He  imarD 
f  rebbket  fudi  k$  came  to  liim^aiid  fidly  unfbidi 
}  tbtsna-^ixtir  nccdof  a  Savtt)or.r  Tho-e  wereh^ 
^rtsxif  ^opk  thatsameta-  Um^jas  .we  read  in 
liat  iti  t)£  nu^h«iV4  The  orcikiary  ifertof  peo^l^ 
od  4be.iiMdfe  refitted  £)Ft^  ^^Scdbeaand  Pte^i 
^;  and  he  deals  with  them  accordingly.  .The 
lore  gro^  fort  he  direfUy  pre^  tor.repentance, 
a  co^icfeiatioa  of  .the  appfoachtoftfae  gofpeb 
rbeir/ins'ibene. beforehand  kktoijodginttiu:  Mat» 
srs  of  fkft'dicy  <xMiikl  noi-dda^  -and  therefore  h^ 
treiTes  Ihefti.tdjoaditbeir  ic6ii&i«nq»'.wIthafW^ 
)f dieih:. '  :Thfi> 'ipore .  refiaed  /icBii '  of ;  finnens.  lie 
ftkes  amntheiuw^y  of  dcalijo^  with  fi  the  calls'  thenQ 
i^erx^  t&rebyr!poihting  tLhsm/dl  i^^^bad, ,  if  €1^ 
iroribjlhanithq:ioozxlm9aiibrvi<iidbbcats..d^^  ko^ 
Ke  (bongniMolfl^  thcy))^efv/tsrbnt/to  ^bdtnr  tbem« 
blves  lojtrwxi  the  AbnnslDf^isai^wakcnexI  conici^ 
nee : i  th'mkMot  tofky  mitiioiy^uifebks^ M^e ^have 
Ur4knn  taldWjr.  father ,  etc.  This  was,  their  ordfc 
lary  Veli^sf;!  4nd.ttus.he  difispvers  tk/t  ^feanity  of,  in 
irdentopnrpdrethem  for:  the  eotectainment  of  thn 
[ofjscl .  The  ;£ime  coaric  wns  foUcwteS  by  Jd;ic  a# 
>oiUes,  .AJiSbiaK.  Theiamc  oaiethod  did.<}ur  Lord 
iie.widi'theapoftlePaal  in  i^£b  iaL.cand  this  me^ 
hodliavc  we  eodeavonred  tgrfoUow  iiLderJ^  with 
^(XQi;  \i^  have  laid  Ha  before  yoii;  ^d.irisfbi| 
iie  igdcB  ef  (pcb  as  are  cokmnted  among  yoa,  tha; 
ivehtf^'^entorednpon  cbd cpbfideration of  thisxei 
i^rthat  hEonly  £iited.  fo  cbnvincediinne^c  3utj 
2.  In  the<  wokIs  we  niay  take nnotlce  ;6f  the 
04*^  per- 
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ptiilbasrwfad^ropofe  this  rdief  tn  dts  aw^Uten 
{inner>  wz*  Paul  and: S'das.'Ih  refcreniic  tcrthi 
thereiare^oidytUJQk  ihiiigsl  bbfe^  k 

ny,  the  ohcp  that:  rthey  ^  were  pcrffeni  who  Jiaic 
pommiffidn  itom  Ghrifl  tx>  preach  the  go^el>;  t 
otbeFy  that  fbey^c»lce^faacl  Bee]:iin.tfae.&me  c 
ibiUTirelve^!!  wfaiqfa^!t^i'o;  Mrben^cjr'hieetin*^! 
help^to  fit  a  ihan.t<>(&e  a :coibpktr.mt]dftcc  ;'Io 
who  ki  his  oaeafoc^  wiILbe:4:apablc!^oxpflDer*t 
jdiarafterjghriii'  c#<Jbrift, '  that  A^  iudi  tSje  itbng 
-df  tVk  learned  '^o^fptklt  ^ir  lubrd  mjcafmi  t^iutA 

.  3.iWe  may  take  notke  of  the  \^ay  ^hcw 
fhey  propofe  thU  dkedi^on :  and  bene  lUb  txciai 
'Sbk,  jdiainth^y  :dD  it  fpeedily,  they  ^do  'it i  plain! 
No  iooner is  the  t^ftloKi  pcopoiedjtbut  it  is  a 
fSKered.  One .wcmhL  have  thoaght,  that  it  h 
been  the  apofUes^iicbtn,  to  capitalize  witfaJuJ 
andihoiid  himiin^  fiiipence^  tUi  iirchlai^ 
^lOuld^g^CoVositribute  for  thdr  efi  b 

fhey  wDuhi  noivdoi^v^l^^^F^^^y '^>^rlum  r 
Jief;;  having  <lherafeiv«ijbecn'ac^iiaint;iwth  i\ 
terrors  'of  .the  Lcnxl/.  they  ;k^o\i^:  how luiieafyi 
would hecfiwjiim'fo. continue  in  tliat^ fiaiferal 
perplexity,  nay^  hbwxsxiel.it 'would  be  no^to  < 
theiF  utmoft  four  his  /ipeedy  relief,  <T]^ey  nnnd 
i3D(ore  the  finher'sietcaial  &lvation,.t&an  t^K^*  pv 
tcni|!iDi^  fcfety*  ;  They  had  greater  regard  to  t] 
glory  of<lhrift,  tham  Co  thieir  own  iai^. , .  Th( 
wore  more  concemicd  to  (atisify  a  poor,  convina 
and  dqe£bdi  iixitktt^  ithaa  their,  own.  .jHtva 
grudge?.  And  this  they  do,  not  by  prop^fingtl 
go(pa  x\x  fuch  a  dark  and  obioire  ii(ray  iis  mif^t 
mufe.  and  confound^  bat  in  (b  &it  and  plain 
way,  as^  might,  be  underfloodeafily  by  di0  po< 
diftreflediman. :'  1  '  •  ..'  :.  .  :  . 
-.  •        /  -    .     ^  u  •      4.] 
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4.  m  iSbcr.mniAt*vm'%TG  to  ncfiertke  dittAtdfi 
df>  .Believe mihe'Urd'fefits  Ght^ifti  In  ^hkfh 
un  we  arc  to  obferve  three  things,  Ae'Alty 
uittdtd,,t)ieJpfei<>ii')n4iom  iire%ktt^,  rsbd"  the 
iy.hpwikird}>easittm*    Th^.  d[a«y'p»<ft«d^lo, 

bdicvkV}^^%  is,  aGi:  bidi  upcfe^  Veeeik^e  Mid 
luppn: 6ii7^ iloolt itntb^limt  ^^il vthefe^cirds 
nify  exlftly  onfe  and  the  fame  thiri|,^afe  weiiiall 
\  anoo^  if.theVi2^ixi;iHl]oThe7«ifroiV%fai^^ 
th  reTpt3fts9  is  the  tord  ijefiis  Ohtift*:  H^^we 
ve.a  tfiMJeftdd: titlir^ven  to  %im^;<'4^e  Is^tdiMd 
sLordpirbich  ipmnts  at  hi^'aathdrSty^and  donmliii- 
^  HfelsCkord'oVoi?  ill  things- and  pcrftms^^^b^- 
ufibbrdidpcr^alCy  and  doth  ftiU  uphold  UbemV 
ebh'e  is/fe'tD\a  vpdculiar  manner^  osJbb  ii  there- 
eaier.oEdir  p^c(ifa,|br  vhd[94>^faoo£A]Hkssr^ 
B  put  iiHis  Msihaiids/  iie  being  miHlebcod  viim^ 

tbingB  torlthb/ciiqrohJ  xAffain/»herisiacited<Je> 
s^  tO'pohit  itJl»<:defigJi  of  his  loi^fiiqDi>atiAi^ 
idjon;  aa»'h£L\i^iQXflIted*t6  beuBrindd,  .feteit 
Lewiie  to  hk%  iSaviaubi<  ivSay^  the  'defign.  of  jAs 
iyanciBiBent>ta^thalt!idohii|1io»^^  .id 

mtas'ifedidkroryi^^  tbiHthim  toibeaiSivioori 
hichi}&idaB^  fropocimpon  ^  Ae^atne  Je(us:^  ao- 
►r<in0  to  tfaeicHpture  accoqnr'of  .it, .  Thoi  (hnft 
ill  hm  f^mk  f^^Sj  hecaufe  SerfhaUfiDmihirpek^ 
e  fr!(m'ihdr]finSyiMzttAk.Ai  21.'  In*  fine,  he. is 
iled  cairift>.jL«.  Aiiomtcdybccaofe'lie  istanokiti 
1,  dcfig^edv  %nd  J  fiirnilhed'of  Bod  tb  be  a  Prmrt 
ni  a  SavkHifntCigtve  repektaact  a^d  retn^sn  'of 
my  ^fits  Ti^yf  •  The  laft  thing  we.  did  notice  hi 
le  direftidrl  i&elf,  is  the  nature  of  that  .-^ftQjc^ 
hidt  this  f^th  Jhas:  ^tQ  Ghiift  r  it  \L  not  fiddy  Bej- 
eve.ihs.lArjd\'^JiM^€hri(hi  but  A^f/flrw-fodjiiw^ 
r  [inj  J««fc  it/isiictt/fimply  ta^TOicr^it  to'hit 
^,  anditaice  a^  truth^i^liaieyer  he.  haal  &sd^  bui 
^      .  il 
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hx\k^.i^f-oniiimito  putooi"tr«ft)la  Wrrt, 
rOiicj  tt\m'\i  afeto  to  £^V6  iueb^to  ^comevvtmto  G 

«*  ?^^rto,the  woTcb  /we.aisfto  oblenrf^.fhe  cno 
.n^gemffiitf'^^hatk  given,  taenlgage'ta  a  compUiu 

<H!rnddce>t(;i);5;The  thing  that  Is  promifcd,  a 
ttet  is?  f^lpft  tioii^ !  <hc*  very;  i^hing;  thar  the  Ittma  tr 
Iw1ri«g.  (a.)  Thd  orckii  in  wWc^  itia^offaeAa 
ieti^WM  til  Lard  Jtfusi.andtthujkak  t^favt 
;(-^.>:  Thferejb  UHc  cfeitjsiitt^^on^itaioni.tfetwixi:  t 
^aeand  thbeotl;ierrYio«j>Zi4uS^)^^£/Sri;Ql^/:a£  on 
>thc«aibitf  tJWiri:  '\Vliefe,  by  .tfacibj^  wb  cannot;  h 
fi^  ho«iteiDfrthcdi£feixrotthfh]^nBde«ftbe  Arn 
43fa]it!dafi:iim'k)f;|uAi£catito^  ^  <^f .  tbe 

•)»yikaRdfiSk&a0^  cupcin  tiA^-<oos£m  0£ai>i^ea( 
iimakcii.  ^HudrBasil  iaid  tohim^  j9tt/tft;6«if^i^I^; 
J^  /!^M  iFiye  (haQ  hold nitiJd^  fiixhco  the  en^ 
(Ckmiy»  iiiail  te/iamd ;  ifi^ihoidfcair  mli  rigfa 
^ lieor^.  (haliJ  be  well.  Il^  I  fay^otW»iqioAle  hs 
tttnd&rlhlseprapDTflU  Sds  }tbe.pDOI^qnaa  tiiigbr; dia^ 
}ieh  iliH  upondmigrbond^  and  >trembled.  Jill  h 
4aysi;<\iftv^  Ibdi^VfjouId  shavte  gt^cH  laomv^  at.  bd 
but  a  jiiaj^  be;,  fon  hist  eternal  filvatioo^^and  efcaf 
from  etsinalHtoilefjf^  Bot.h^re ttemiisa^groun 
fbrpfefenCaadaaahigcbmfott';if#^Kwe  tf«  /i 
iiordfefits  ChrifiimUi  thou  Jbalpif^faued.  .  Ti 
t  ^tfi^Wi/bi'anch  txf  the  fiacouragomem  is'-^acra 
i8«i/tMyii6ti^  fhaM  be  iatredi  .  ,\V^cfad$;hot!fat 
be  uhdcl-ftocid^  ais  if  itfrebyatwere  pVomifei  tfc 
feh!i^rJ6i^^attoQ*  flxoald  ablbkftoly  d;e(feeiid  iipon  hi 
bdieh^riibiaiib«oaldhmfiaiVe'ihe^^  i^ice  di 
tcffiptiaod  isebcprerSf^  tbailfaaltbat  belieVietbaiot;  eve 
■••■••'  /, 
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ry  :^t6loaM  p^tSm^^Hto  dub  not  bdmc/  flittl 

b«  damned';  odl  ufRm  ^(s  other  iutidtluitleveiy 

partkular  ptspfoni  thai  beiieves  fiiall  bie  £ived,  xho' 

thare.flioald  iM3t 'One   nioi^   betieve.    But  die 

meaning  of  the  tiroiids  I  ihah  aftiL  to.  ybtr  Aortfy 

itiUst  wheaat  k  wAM^^Mnd  thyh'9i^;'X\6&  e96- 

inreffion  ino^qrts^Xi  .^:  Tiiat  ailM$  hdufe  had^oeed 

of  fitlvctlon,  a$!  iwdi  oiBr  Jrimfelf.    One  'niilglitrpit)f- 

iibly  think,  as  ibr  vbac  hide  fd|k»w,.wha«itated  the 

iefvantsof  Chcift  fe  iil^  ^  ba»nQKbto<^4)^ii»i^ 

feuchis  iimoceutchitdh^aiegjttilt]f!  of  luMhftf^Ykat 

can  ^eqdniger.theirehotiat'hapinAefipt^chenfcgr 

the  ^At<9  imlmhtt  tba|;.ttief  needed'  fidtaiioHY  als 

well  as  he.    C 2.)  It  imports  che  conanbtxitefi^  df 

^s  diicaioa;^  as  if  xhe  apdfUcs.  had  fsUd^  iTbis 

direftibn  ts  not(fiich!as  is  peculiar:  QSi^fach'  fllneat, 

notorious^  aikdiflaf^i^us-fiiiiisrs  as^tbeu<haft  beesr; 

tet  it  is  the  oemiiiion  toad  urbereia  offaen  JtiaUs  td* 

vard  happinefsi  diere  Is  one  \«ay  forydo  and  ranr 

lM|a&}tD  be  ftyed  ioii  <3.)  It  impocts  the  extent 

of  tU^  Ismedy.i  as  if  they  had 'iaid^'l^fafoiiiiriuit 

otdy  fidBcieat  jv  re^braadbeBflfis^ypuv  ibm  ii^s^ 

ibch  as  may  readi'  all  in  yoar  faw(e^..and  afae^ 

may  have*  the^  fanie  advantage  ay  ye  may  hzya* 

i/j^y  It.imjpons  the  ieertaipty  t^filKrarioR  tadiem 

upon  dbie  &me  tcrma.' Afrif  the  apofties  liad  £udv 

And  let.  thy  hou&  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefia  Chr'tft^ 

,  and  they  likeWile  fliail  ^be  ^&vdl.    (  <;)  it  imp»rt» 

this  much«  That  hetrby,  hit  famiiy  ihouki  ob» 

Cain  bayt  ipecialjadvanl^s  in  order  to  their  £4* 

vation.   .   '  -         '        ♦ 

Now  beeaule  I  deCgn  not  to  ipeak  any  moiv  of 

diis  part  of  the  text,  1  ihall  here  m^ndJon-  feme  of 

thefe  advantages,  ^vhIch  the  jaylor^s  children  or 

houie  had  by  bis«fkith,  and  coniequencly  which 

llie  children  of  every  bcUcver  lus  by  tthe  fiutb  of  ' 

^'      .  their 

■   Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


d  by  Google 


iff  Iff       lf:FafU%ithriJk  tit 

:wHl  n6tcl6.fo/  ,(4.)  The  children  of -b^Ket^ 
g  pafeAfe,"  tliey-  ^ayp  'their  faf^tntt  gdod  ^xarafi 
e ;  ^hd  thW  W^liy  tinids  has  mor^  iriftjeneertwflftr 

Eecej^t  and  hyftpudfon :  hence  it  19  Ihat 'w<5  gn^ 
e  apbiftlfe  Pettrf  exlKorting  wives'to^a  hrff  WdftJ? 
at'thHrtiriBelfevinghuibilndg  mi^ht  be'»W0i^  by 
feeircofevcfffatibri.  Xe'vjives'y  (ays  hty  befit^fH 
ioyour' (nvrt'huJhaHd^y  thdt  if  ahy  o^ey^Ptot^hit 
jjordy  ihey  alfi^mdy^^vithout  tie  worJ/  ^^wmt^ 
the  converfatidJi'df'  thi  i^\v&s;  ^hik  they  h&hoU 
your  chajh  converfation  coupled  nvifk  feaf-]  l^'Pet,- 
fii.  1,2.  Fki*%iaa^  Vlfible  iil^  a  hdy  ^f^X\^f)x^  '4 
mofl:  attrafting:  and  Engaging  ajjpcttirafiee'f  fri^ 
beaatifiil  to  an  Wgh^  dcgrte. '  (5;)  If^itel^  >fchilw 
dren  llkewifif  haVe^thfe: advantage  of  *tt  B^ttah-. 
ces,  ^vhich^art-'the^irieahs  of  (ahmti<Miv^''(5oidly 
parents  will  take  ca^eJbbth  to  bHri^tbfeifrffiMtW 
to  the  ordinances,  and  to  bring  theoi»dinanccfcr  to 
them.  ((J.)  To  add  no  more  to  this  purpofe,  the? 
children  of  believers  have  this  advantage  is 'they 
are  theirs,  that  God  has  a  particular -i*||«^*^tcJ 
them  ^  which' we  find  him  expreffing 'updnr  feve- 
ral  oe^fidhs'td'th^^diiWrdn  of  M^TtfrVaKtt.^i-  -^-3 
Siace,  as'I  fiJd  beftjre,  I  defi^n  not  t*  rtort^>j|fc 
gain  to  this  part  of  ^heVer.  I  caianot  bISitlipplyviriiit 
truth ,  That  the  children  or  houfe  of  a^bdfitevtp  hks 
grett  W^5lntages»  by  his  believing  in  oVder  td  thcit 
falvftfibnr  And  this  I  ^all  do  in  %-  ft^  "trorfs  to 
four  Cw-ts  ^f  pe^fons,  (i .)  Believers.  -(3.)  Thdf 
children.  (3;)  Unbelievers.  (4.)  Thdr -children; 
'  To  thie  jfjH/?  (brt  I  (ay  only  a  few  wools'.'  Ob^* 
lievers^*  is  'rt  13  that  your  children  as^weW  as  y* 
y6l*r(elves  hav6  fo  matiy  advantages  ^itt  taiiti  t^ 
their  falvatioii?  Then,  ( I.)  Blefs  the  L6!*d'!wh<i 
hal  g^^  fqfa  fiiith,  wMch  not  only  is  lhe-T^i|g 
■^^       ,  ^  of 
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U  mMmtrzhin  n^ vant;ag^  u>  yyurfelvesi  b^  al* 
iq^mimls  ia  iBiany  upo#i  yot^r  yjcfy  howfej.  (x) 
Bk&tlve  I<^,  «d4  $e  tbaakfiil  for  the  exteatdf 
ibe  covenmti  that  it  Is  Co  widc^fo  |c;ftcb  not  oi^ 
1^  jrourfcives,  biiit  even  -  yQiir  cUMrcou  It  )i^ 
^m  fluich  mercy  h^d  God  giv^n  yoq  your  ioolji 
lot »  pccy^  though '  he  had  never  given  yop  Ao 
leaft  profpoft  of  mercy  to  your  ofispriog.  <3#) 
T^9  car^tbat  your  children  loie  none  of  tbtfe 
advftfHagirs  1^  your  negligence :  £>me  of  them,  as 
ye  have  heard«  are  of  (uch  a  i^mre  that  depends 
oot  Qply  ^pontbe  being  of  grace  in  the  parents, 
^^ppnitsexercii^*  If  yeUvenot,faolily,  and 
lendei^ly  before  th6m>  ye  foay  lay  z  ftumblui^^ 
block  tn'  thebr  vniVy  which  may  coft  you  d^ir. 
Tbe  H^ligf^ce  of  fom^  godly  parents  tb|s  w%y, 
bath  beep  heavy  to  tbemi  when  they  came  to&, 
'  ^iyl!(ibi3(i^tiiiief  evenbelbif«.(4.)DonotquarrdG^ 
pr  repine,  If  after  all  your  chUdren  (hall  fall  Ihort 
of^lvation.  If  ye  h^v^  acquit  yourielves  £iiti^ 
luUy,  then  ye  have  and  may  have  peace,  tboiigh 
ihey  prove  final  mifimprovers  of  their  own  mer« 
ciee>  Ghrift  has  nowhe^epromiied  that  tbey.  ihaU 
be  all.^yed  s  the,  word.of  God  gives  a  contrary 
aeownl  of  the  matter ;  J^pi  hav^  Ikvcdp  and 
tfifi  b0U€  Ha4ed,  Rom.  ix.  iv  ' 
Sip€md^Axt  there,here  any  wboaretbe  children 
of  believers?  Then  to  luchl  (ay,  ( i .)  Ye  have  great 
adv^ntagesi  andtherefpre  have  an  eminent  c2l  to 
fbafikfulnefs,  BleisGod  that  ye  have  religious  pa^ 
rents.  Many  have  found  it  not  a  little  relieving  to 
theoiin  their  ftraits  and  fears,  that  they  couldfiiy,  . 
thai  they  were  early  devoted  toGod  by  their  parents^ 
and  thai;  tbcy  had  early  accefs  to  know  God»  and 
had  pr9yers  early  put  up  for  them.  (2.)  Reft  not 
upCA  tbafe  advantages ;  for.  your  parefl^sftkh  wilt 

*        '  not 
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Part  IS.        byr  FabJS^Jpi'CM/l.  ^t^ 

uM  five  yop^ :  WtiAixft  toS^mUHkt  fmOM^ 

'W^  bave9belfera|.tcy'oor  Ikthavitindi  therekne^ 

all  wUl  be  mil.    Efm  bad  fiich  aa^netb  bis^^ 

irhcr^'  and  yrit  otent ^bsti ^v  auid  not  ^ feDv-otheit 

lu»re  gOBtt  the:  fiutcb  way. :  Kt;>  <  j.)  I  fay  td 

you,  If.ye  ihall  be^damocd/  all  theie  advantagef 

'wiUbeMrimeflcsagainftyoUj  Youriaicfaera  doVot^' 

ed  yoa  tx>  Oody  ^ut  ya  deiioOKl  ysoarkbfe9  to  Sat. 

tan;  your  rfadi^ta: prayed. fear  yoi^  bur  ye  prayed 

tiocfitf' yquriehres.  TfaeieaodmaiiyAclrwmooaie 

in  agaiaft  you^.aa  aggr^vationi  of  your  fin,  aikl 

wtUettrnaily  aggravate  your  milery.  (4.)  There^ 

lore  ye  are  called  to  ^vork  out  your  ialvation  Mi|j» 

fear  aod  tremblmg.  Smceifyeben^jfte^^yeiAuft 

be  ioMvith  ai^itnefr;.  if  ye^  to  hnUy  itmufi  be 

a  hoter  hoUt  thercfbreimprove  .v^got«u<)y 4ihe  ad<^ 

vantages  put  in  your  htnd. '  Refblve  wkk  Moies, 

Exod»  XV.  2*  He  if  my  God;  and  I  wiif  pripar^ 

Urn  an  hMiatim^  he  h  my  fathers  Gad^  ami  J 

'mill  exalt  hint*    (5.>  Pay  a  douhk  vdpeft  toyuor 

believing  parents.    Ye  owe  them  vqxlA^  as  your 

parents,  ^nuch  as  believers,  muob  as  in  Cbrifl  be-^ 

fore  you,  and  much  as  inftrumencs^made  uiie  of 

by  God  in  promodng  your  eternal  weU^lDising.^ 

(6.)  T^e  dre  that  ye  mm  nora^^^  of  thelt 

vay ;  fmce  this  vrill  proveiprcjadicfiil  ^minentiy^ 

noronlytoytnirielvesy  bQtu>yoarpoftenty.    In 

fine,  I  &y  to  you»  \£y^  trace  y«>ur  parent&fieps^ 

ye  (hall  attain  their  bkmng,  even  the  ^nd  of  your 

Ikitb,  the  ALvation  of  your  fouls. 

Thitdiyy  I  have  a<few  vmds  &om  this  head  to 
fitjr  io  unbelieving  parents:  ye  are  mUerab)e  your- 
ielves;  ibr  faetbatbelievcth  not 'is  trndemmtd  dl^ 
rau/X)  and.  the  wt/ratb  v/  God  ahUkth  «»  hhn.  Ye 
entail  as  many  disadvantages  ti{>on  your  pofteriiy, 
ss»Miev)ers  tnminjx  fdvantages  (o.;hein»,  ye  dcf 
\   -  prive 
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privCLtbott  rf:itanylhiflatiir'«4bidiilthqpiiiiglirm^ 
jpgi% .  yc.ruiii  them,  by  yoor dj^mple^^  yeprofvolce 
Godi^ainft.  your  fkixuties  f  io^fine,  I  ^^9  wfiar  in 
youi  lie^.  to.  nun- tbem  cttttiailynJb  ttnt^  not  on- 
ly your  pwn  blood,  but  the  Uodd  of  their  fixds 
iviU  God  nequ^r^  iat  your  hd&dflt '  Tlherefbre,  «ur 
ye  tehder  thdr  eternal  adtrantage,  as  ye  teiider 
yoorowny  belttr^.ia  the  Lprd.JieQiaChrifL 
.  Fourthly i  I  have  a  few-  w^nk  to  (ay  to  the? 
children  of  irreligious  pareotiSy.aiid  then  i-(h^ 
proceed.  Ye  ace  at  agreat  lofs  indeed  by  your 
p^reots  iafiddity  and  impiety:  yet  it  is  not^anir* 
v^j^arahieoiie;  for,,  the  door  is  open  to  you,,  and 
ire  are  c^^ledito  enter  In.  >The.promi&of  (alvad-' 
on  isnotroaly.ta  belWer$.afid,tOv their. children, 
but  it  is  to  Mil  that  are  afar  offy  cum  as  ma»y  as 
the  I^ri  9mr  God /ball  .cally£i&s  iL  ^-^^  Th^re- 
fi>re,lay  bold  upon  the  advantage  that  ye  have  of 
mercy  ofiered  to  you  upon  the  goQ>dl  tonnsi  See 
tfiat  ye  believe  in  the  Lord  Je&>.  Be  very  tbai^* 
fill  to  Gody  and  aidtmre  the  riches  of  Ms  Undeierv^ 
ed  kindnefi  iahaving  a  reg^d  to  you,  and  calling 
you,  notwithftanding  your  own  iniquities,  and 
the  iniquity  of  your  lathers.  Take  care  that  ye 
tranfpiit  not  th^  inconveniencies^  that  y$  your-* 
(dvea  ly  under,  to  your  poftdcity.  .  And,  if  ever 
die  Lord  do  you  good,  leek  by  all  means  the  ial- 
Vation  ot  your,  parents  :  and  if  ye  obtain  not  an 
anlwer  of  peace  with  refpeft  to  them,  then  I  cah 
a/Tune  you,  your  prayers  Ihall  xecurn  into  youro.\m 
boibm,  and  Ibye  fliail  benolofers. 

Thus  far  have  we  profecute  the  laft  clauie  of  the 
i^er.  u>/which  we  defign  not  to  return  again :  we 
(hall  JQOW  proceed  to  that  which  is  our  principal 
dcHgn,  the  difirovery  of  Jefus  Cbrift^  as  the  only 
relid'of  iinners,  itf  the  only  jonc  that  can  effiiChf 
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ally  (quiet  the  confHence  of  an  awakened  Cd- 
ner.     •  -  ' 

We  have  iuTBcIently  exphinedthe  words  al- 
ready ;^  that  which  I  fliall  now  itifift  upon  at  fbrae 
length  from  them,  is  exprcffcd  in  the  following 
doftrinei'  , 

An  av)akened  finnery  betaking  himfelftOj  or  be- 
lieving  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifty  /hall  be  Caved. 

I  think  there  b  no  need  of  any  proof  of  the  do- 
ftrine,  it  lies  fo  pjain  in  the  words,  and  is  (q  fre- 
quently aflcrted  in.  the  (cripture,  that  one  (hall 
icarce  look  into  the  book  of  God,  but  he  (hall 
find  fbmt  one  proof  or  other  of  this  truth.  In 
the  profecution  of  this  doftiine  we  fhall,  if  the 
Lord  will,  follow  this  method*     \ 

(1.)  We  ftiall  tell  you  who  this  convinced  (in- 
ner is,  of  whpfti  we  (peak  in  the  doftrine.    / 

(11.)  ;We  (hall  offer  you'  fome  amount  of  the. 
Lord  Je(us,  in  whom  he  is  to  bdSrVe; 

(III.).  We  (hall  (hortty  explain  (cveraF^ripture 
expreifions  which  point  out  this  duty,  tliat  from 
them  we  may  underftand  (omething  of  its  namre, 
and  then,  :  ; 

(IV.)  We  (hall  hold  forth  the  nature  of  this 
faith  in  a  few  particulars  which  may  receive  light 
from  the  former  general  head. 

(V.)  We  (hall  enquire  what  that  (alvati^  is 
which  they  (hall  have  who  believe  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  : 

(VI.)  We  (hall  offer  (ome  evidences  of  the 
truth  of  the  doftrine,  and  then  apply  the  whole, 
if  the  Lord  allow  time,  and  opportunity,  and 
ftrength. 

I.  We  bejgln  with  the  j/ir/?  of  thele,  which  is  to 

ftiew  v^ho  this  convinced  finner  is,  that  (hall  ob* 

tain  Iklvation  on  his  believing  in  the  Lord  Jefus 

^  Chrijl.'. 
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Glmft; .  I  <haU  ipffer  you  hi$;dwra£U|-  ^\iJus  ^ 
following  partfcurars,  in  as  far  as  we  think  \i  need- 
ful for  oiv  jpreftut  dcCgo:.  for  t)3pt.it  j^  in^l^e 
xaeafiire  reig^uifite,  is  plain,,  fmce  j>oj^  can  be 
,^Y€d.but  foeh^s  believe^  .an^  none  ^g^il^lieve 
but  convinced  and  awakened  finners.  Tafce  t}i?Pi 
the  cbarafter  of  liich  an  pne,  thus.      -^         ^ . 

£ .  •  He  is  an  ungqdly  man*  It  ^  is  only  iuch  a3 
app  ungtxlly  ^ho  are  iaved  by  believing  in  Jeijis. 
71?  him  thai  ivorketff  not^  bijt  believcth  on  ^im  ^ho 
j^fliptib  the.  tfngodiyy  is,  his  J'aith  counted  for 
mghteaiifnefs y  Roip,.  iy.  5.  Perifons  who  ?ire  not 
ungodly,  hkve  no  need  of  Jcius ;  and  peribns  who 
fpe  not  themlelves  ta  be  fuch,,  will  oevec  look 
after  him.  ^    ^ 

2,  He  is  one  that  ifecs  himfelQ  upon  thi^  ^cpiint, 
obnoxious  to  the  judgment  of  Gpd^  even  that 
righteous  judicial  fer^tence,  that  be  ynho  cammitteth 
JiHy  ts  worthy,  of  death.  .  He  fees  iijmjeif  lying  0- 
peA  to;  thg  ctufc  of  the  law>  to  the  death  it  threa- 
tens aga'^il  fin-pQrs,-  ,  >V'^l>en  the  law  lays,  tie 
Joui'tJ^atJ/ns  /hi^fli  die,  the  fmner  hears  l^s  own 
dooi^i  in  that  fentence,  becaufe  he  fees  his  fi^me 
in  d^e  {eiiteace..  Th^  fentence  is  againfl  the.  foul 
t^at  fins,  9114  jiiis  he  kpo\Vs  to  be  feis.veiy  isame. 

3.  He  is  a  ielf-coridernqied  man,  Jie  riot  .only 
l>ear§vGodpafli»g  femifnceagau?fthiii5i,b]Lrt  bepaf- 
%h.fentence;again!ft  h\mfelE  Thus  k  is  wi^  e- 
very  convinced  finner ;  he  is  as  fevere  10  himfelf, 
asGoi^r  the- law.of  .Go]d  qip<be;  what39V0r  thele 
charge  him  with,  all,  thaH  he  takes  with,  whatever 
tfeey  determine  to^be  done  agjilnf^  him.,  he  writes 
down  under  \Xj  Juji ;  the  Lord  is  righteouSyfarl 
hm}e  (fended.'  " 

.  At  'H^  ^s  oiie  tha^t  h(^s  his  tnoufb  flopped,  as  the 
npoijie,  ipe^ks,  Rpp.  iii.  i9,,  Heh^^  finned^  ani 
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*f$il  fc^gWifi  (tor  there  as  J39  fei^fif^g  of  it..,  Hc^s 
^iJrjr^  2^viif  tt^ei^e  \%  ip  «|{?u^.    He  \^  eyery  \y35r 

.  .^al  Hi.  t%*The fcripturel^ath^o^ck4G4 ^ uxi^ 
Jff»;  th^t  is,  according  to  the  f^rcepf  the  yard, 
'tbe^feriptiMCC  bath  every  5^[ay  (hut  uj>  or  fhyt  in  ^1 
.under  fm,  that  the  pr^mfiif^  ff^th  ofjefus  Cbr^ft 
mighs  te  ghi^f^i  to  {hem  th^$_  believe.  In  Cfie  ^woj-d, 
-be  is  a  criminal,  that  has  got  fuah  a  jSght  of  hja 
(?rime,  that  he  dare  nekW  4eny  it,  nor  en^le^- 
vour  to. hide  it^  nqr  extenuate  it,  but  lubicribes 
.  to  the  truth  of  all  that  the  taw  of  God  and  his  own 
«  conJcience  charge  him  widik  And  as  for  the  ftn* 
tcricc  paft  againft  him,  he  ftblcribes  it  juft;  he 
too^vs  tjiat  he  cannot  flee  frqm  it,  nor  is  able  \o 
undergo  it.  He  is  an  enemy  to  God,  brought  to 
iiich  a  ftrait,  that  he  is  able  neither  to  fight  nor  to 
ilee.  Aiid  when  he  looks  to  himfeJfi  ancj  ail  thofe 
things  )ie  once  laid  fome;we^ht  upoi),  he  fees  no 
profpeft  of  relief.  .  Such  an  one  is  the  convinced 
finner  we  (peak  of;  and  fjK:h  of  you  as  acver  we^ 
brought  to  this  pnfe>  never  did  believe  on  .the  J*prd 
♦  Jcfiis  Gbrift.  This  being /once  cleared^  proc^ 
we.  now, '  •  •  '  :     ,  • 

■  II.  To  give  feme  ac<?oq4|  pf  the  JLord  Jefus 
•Gbrift,  ori  whom  he  is  called  to  believe.  Hjere  ya 
larenojto.eKpeft  a  ftUaccfpuw  of  Chrift,  this 
'Oone  can^ye;  nOr,  £hafU  I  nj:  large  infift  on  wh^t 
.may  be  fenowA  of  him^  but  only  glance  ^t  z  fpw 
things,  wh^ch  fpit  the  c^fe  jpf  tibte  ooavinqed  {i^» 
-  aer;  of  "whbrti  we  hav^  juft  i  jnp\v  been .  iljpegki^g  2 
,  and  this  ,We  (bril  do  m  a  |fe>y»  partiqulars.  . 

.  ii ;.  The  Lord  Jefos  /Chrirt,"  on  whom  we  ^aiv 

'hid  ht\\tv^  Iff  hnmanuel^  GqH  wth  us,  God  la 

,  but  tiattire,  God-man  in  pne  per/bn.     In  the  ^f- 

.'glnning  viisii  iheJV^J^  ^i  th^Wxird  3^s  wftA 

Fa  Ccd, 
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^Cfbdf  and  the  Vt^d  ii/ar >  '(7<yi/.  And  the  Wordihdt 

•In  tHe  begihmag  was  WHh '<5b^    anwi  WasGod,*  in 

» the  fuineS  of  tittie  nvds'^inadcflejhy  0Hd  duuelt  n- 

tnong  men  upoh  earthy  Vfho  did  behold  his  glory ^ 

'^}the  glory  as  ^f  the  only  UgdtPen^the^fathery/ull 

•  of  grace  andlruth]  This  thic  apbftle  John  doth 
"^fevince  at  grea:t  lengtk  j  thi?  be  cxpfefly  teacher, 

iii  the  firft  chapter  of  his  gofpfels;  and  th^  firft 
fourteen  or  fifteen  -verfes  of  it.  No>V,  thisf  dit 
'covery  of  Chrift  is  extremely  crtcouraging  to  a 
finn^r  who  is  under  thedeep  Convlftion  of  fin,  afs 
was  the  jaylor  in  the  text.  If  ye  tell  (iich  an  one, 
when  he  cries  out  with  him,  ^hatmuji  Ida  to  be 
'  faved?  GOy  believe  on  God;  it  would  give  hirti 
ho  relief;  for  all  his  fears  are  from  God;  k  is  de- 

•  ftruSion  from  God  that  is  his  terror.   He  fees  the 

'  holinels,  the  truth,  the  wildom  and  jufVice  of  God, ' 
afl  breathing  out  threalenings  againft  him.  Holi- 
'  nefe  cannot  look*  upon  an  impure  finner.  -  The 
trufti  of  God  has  become  furety  for  hisdeftruftioii: 
the  juftice  of  God  pleads  ir  reafonable  that  the 
finner  ftiould  tie  puniflied ;  and  thereby  evil  tak- 

-en  <iway,  God's  honour  and  the  honour  of  his  law 
repaired  ;  and  wifdom  is  (b  deeply  interefted  in  e- 
very  one  of  thcfe  claims,  that  it  feems  to  join  with 
th€n\'.     Hence  it  is  that  the  finner  x%  horridly -a- 

'  fraid  of  God.    So  fer  would  he  be  from  looking 
.    toward  him,  that  like  Adam,  tie  vncnay  flee  from 

'htm,  and . endeavour  to-bide   hlmfelf.     What, 

•  would:  fucb  a  pbor  trembling  fitiner  reply  unto  any 

•  nrho  (hould  bki  •  Kifti  believe  in  God,  ftiall  I  be- 
lieve on  him  wha  threatens  me' 'With  deftril^Kon, 

>on  hVm^'  all  whefe  dttflbutes  icofeipite,-  ahdithat 
iin6ft  juflly,  J^^f  everiafting  vd«ftra£lion  ?  He .  hds 
••t6ld  me  already  v^hflt  I 'airt't^^  expert  atWshand, 

•  even  fuft  knd  In^Vitiihfc  death,  4A  t^.^  day  t'hcM 
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^4tejk^.  th^HJhaltfurely  ,d^^  d^i^  /C^pd  is.^  <^J^m: 

o^iriivaiij,  tell  fuch  ^;caftvv?cci^  fixa^Hwr  of;  ^ 
f!^!Lh,.fii[f;\piF€  marxf  aQ4v^  l^imJppH  to; him  fens 
relief;,: this  at  firi]t  blufh   appev?  otterly  yaiiju 
.  .Whfit ».  ^r^.iipt  ail.meniljfiyp^jrqdjw  tjie  fame  cala-J 
mity  with  ^n^  ?  ape  thcy/ppt  ^unable  to  (avetbem'J 
'Helves,.?  What!  is,man.abic|a(iaft^;the  weigb^ 
of  ^atheiivy  ft5ok6'.o£\Yra^]^,  wt^i^lji  enri\gedom^^ 
pjippf^ncyJs:  ready  ta  Jay  on  J.  Thgs  it  apge^rstl^ 
ji^^iiji^ :  jpiefe: God,   npr  njusre  man,;  is  fuitedjig 
.giv^/;&^fif  i$>.^he  fij)ner  oft  whorayfe  (peak  ;;,bij| 
G/3td»^4  ,n)aaui)ited  in  q^r.i^  ppea??s  e^^ceediqgly; 
filled. to  £tye  iii«i  feliefjjij  'jij^^re^arc  three  tluAgii 
\ybich..aa  ^^yakened.  fini^p  wli  $be,,  ajt  ihefixij: 
vre,w>  Jn  the  pcrfen  i^]Q\^u^}    (i,)  He  >yill  ice 
him  to  j^.iwf^  thfa^  n^ay>l^ approached  by  him. 
'\yhe^oiieis;ipsu:i^^r|^ble,qf  J^  own  finfulnefiji 
fi>  6r.  will;  1^  Uf^^  froj»i  ^J^ring  a  Jij^t  of  God^ 
ths^  he.  will  ^^ttrejr  fa(5^t  m  tbp.  thoughts  of  it,  /Ji^p 
hjp.dtfil^frh^.C.'uinoj  fe^cMm  •?!)<}  live.  \Nay,'fu€lr' 
4s  the  wcakncfs  of  man;fi*^c«^t|ie,^ll^that  the  figHx 
cvenof  :a- cveatjed.angelfhait  madeJome  of  the 
mq{^  emii>ei>^;(iints  pwcep^ingly^fraid,  a^>v^  have; 
inft^snce*  i^one-,  thap  one  'm  the  icripture.     But 
tter^  is  pot  jhac  dread  in  the. fight  pf  oni?  that  is' 
yptbjjtdl  ifith.flelh,  that  appears  in  |he  Irkenefa  c- 
y^i}iO(^{|ii4d/fle(h^,^om,  yiii,  3..  as-to-detpr  from 
apprwhipg  to  hlm>    J^Iay^on  flie  copirary,  will 
npt  evpy -one  in  tWs  caie  readily,  draw ^, near,  in 
^xp!e4^<^  of  relief  fi  om,  fuch  an  one,  knowing    . 
hiaHjfc^be  boiie  ofhisjfi^ey,  Viiyi.JltJ7j  cfMs  flejhf 
T)aij§-Ji$  ^ne  of  the  ejcec^eQcies  iii',Chrift*s  pei-'fcn  , 
that  rayiifh^s^the  h^art  pf  a  Cq^pfrthat  is.  looking. 
out  for  rfiicf;     (2.).  The,.perfon  of  Chrift,  thus 
(^(^fifUng  of  ihe^diyine  and  bi^Ti*Tfn  nature  unit.ed 
P*3^     ^  in 
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Hi^biite,  af>pijk^'AdteBly  fitted  for  undcnyjirig  the 
n^Brk^  bf  *  ifei^-rtian  betwixt  an  aiigty  God  and 
i^Bd  Kfftftril  Kt-l^it^MzW^  intfercfted  mborii  par- 
He?:'  btiH^<!]%dl/fhe  ferto^Vi  exaftly  what  all  the 
prppertibs  of  GRi>d  dd  dehiahd  of  flutters;  afiid be- 
W^  ti«<ri,  he  1«nbU*'  <^H'\;irHat  itian'd  ftbie  is;  ^ThtiS 
the  firmer*?  FedVt^  rehibvtd,  tiiat  there  fe'/^^f  i 
'  fcyj-ifi^n  'v)h6'f^m  tiiy  his  hand  u^H  the  lead  &f 
tWh parties y'  ihj'6}5e4friaes It.'  (j.)  Atbhvlhc- 
ed  'finner  here  JSesH>ifei'h<it  ohly  cTapibie  tc^  kh6w^ 
biit  cVeii  td  b<f 'toididrvith  the  fedkig  ^f  Iris  in- 
firmities, Tvh(f^  trilthaF  fiis  wiftlom  'irid  ^pdwfet'  td 
Ifcfiprove  any  ISnle  tfielms  of  our  miftryt<^  o^^  ad- 
Vatjtrfge.  Th?^js%Hat'  the  coiiVinced  finfter  \wth 
admiratloh  vie^s'ln^Cftflft'/  who  is  the  great  ray- 
My  ofgodlkiife,  dbd' mi!rtifeiled  in  the  fle(h. 

'  i.  The  L(MkI^'leru«^  GhHft  i$  clothied  ^lA  a 
i^i-eefpld  office;  ^Wr^thg  behoof  and  advahiJage  of 
ftttH'as'%ili  BeReiie*^6ir'hiAi5-  He  is  a'ltirig>  d 
irT^ft,'  and  kftb^ii¥r^^Aha  each'of  tfhddis^t- 
itp^ngly  fuired,td'fli%"i4li€f  of  an  awakcwed  fift- 
ner/as  we  hia^  he^it^aftefwkrds.  ^ 

(C)  I  (aj^  he  is'i^^rdphet;  and  as  fuiih  hc'was 
pro.n^iiKl'of  didfo 'the'cfiurch  by  Mofeaf,  Jfro- 
y^hef/hdll  the  tof^i\&i^  Gedri^ifi  up' i^ymfrom 
tLtnon^ your  h^ethrtny  llys- be. ' •  Becaiife 'this  ftri- 
pfiire  fiirnifhei  Iss^vitK  a  fell  account  i.^fChrift'? 

i>ro6hetitil-  dffite;  wfe^fnsty  take  a*  vitW^'^  it  at 
bme^lerigth.  \  Bo  then  that  text  ruft^/'/'^iW^yarj 
God\  rdtfe'theht'up  a  troph'H  from  Ofrii^  their 
S?ethren  like uhtx>  thee;  and  I  '^iU' ptiffr^'"V>^ds' 
in  his  mouthy  dndhejhalijpeak  unto  them  alt  that 
t  Jhalf'cbmhtaT^dKm  I  ^dne^t^fltdil  come  topers  4hat 
'iojhojfhetcf'  wtli  not'J^arktfi  Id  my  vjords  \vhich  he 
'JhallJ)>eak  in-  tnj^  ntmify  t  'will  require  it  •  of  hiffif 
D?ut.  xyin.  f^y  i^.  WW  in  •'this  Ibripmrewe 
■  ::     •  '  have 

^Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


PartJL  hy  Fnhl)hi:eSrtj}.  ^  sp 

kve  (b  &Al/an  aocomit  of  ChrilV^  |aro|dretici;il  oH 
fics,  wi^h  irefpeAtQOttr'prefti3it^di|^n,'that  Icaixv 
not  better  Unfold  this  matter  th^uii  by '  making  &m^ 
remarks- trpon  it/  Aad^)Ci.?)f  H^ne-' we  fee  thait 
Chrift  i^  isKlecdva.projAet:  fornfo  hie  is  exprefl^ 
called,  1  jand  «5i«ch.  he  is  hercripixmiifed.  -  Th^ 
it  is  Chrift  wJMwn  Mqfes  here:  intcfids^  thefpirit 
of  God.h^s.ktnigfinc€.l>y  lh«  rnourte^f^the  ^poftle 
Pet«r  iuUy  .deecroiiaed^  A£h  lii.M2vi  (i.)  Here 
wefeeiU^aAl  to  Itjjat  i  qrffice*.  d'^Ht  taifi'4ip  a 
prnph^^  &jti<jdAi  t\!isx  b,  I  wift  caFl'ind  f^ton^ 
aparrioH'klBaftwxM^k.  (3O  Wefee  fiirthefibis  ftir- 
nituDe*fiir  ^QMroricx  twiil.put  mj^^n{offds  4^  hh 
moMtb,  (4.)  AJTe  fe^  what  his  work  and  bufindi 
is:  itidr>«!>.fpcak  to  them  all  that  is  coinmanded 
him  o^Godv  tb>'deH\terto  dicm  thi?  vhok  couit^. 
fcl  0(1  Godl  foe  tbeiii  ialvation.  (5.)  Here  we  fes^ 
'wka.  ihei peHbQ$:iatrc -to  whom  iGoih sis  a  regard,  ill 
the  djJ^iwwSxtt'OiftiGhpift  tO' this  office? ;  ttty^af^ 
finneiss^  ieil£bU  tfaiat  it.  wasimpoflKle  ibnthbm  rd 
hear  iGodtifgBiiLrto .  them  kniiibdiatdly,  dnd^^et  t 
live;  which  put;  I  them  upon  that  defire  exjsreflfed 
inthe  ii6/A/Vflirfdif)fthis  chapter,  hefmenotheaP 
agidn-  the  vGic£.^fi  tfye  Lord  my'  Qad>;'^n8ithtr  ht 
me  feet  l^grcu^.  fire  any  morky4hat  I  die  notJi(6/) 
We  morepver  itt  Gad's  defign.ia  appointing 
Chrift  a>  pEdphct^  even  a  compiiMicc.with  the  de^ 
fires  tatui  aedcfBties  of.  convinced  finders. ,  Thi$ 
appears (pfaihiy. to  be.hlfe  defigii,  if  yeobiet^e  the 
cooxnexioii  betwixt  theist^Sind2  6t£i^tks*<£'MM 
chapter.  ..  Th^  Lord  prbmifeis,  in  the?  15/^  verl 
Chrift. to  berk  piroj^hctriand  in  the  16th  he  cells) 
thatitf.\yai,caca>fding:t<:>  their  defires,  in  Hdrebs 
(7.)  We  may  further  take  notice  of  the  quaiificai* 
tionS'\wbich  they  'deiirerin  this  "prophet^  and  Wihlch 
Chnflt  accQi-dingly  is  eadvicd.ivith:;.\«iidithgr.are; 
P  4  that 
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that  he  he  oee  of  themfelvct,  one  iipfco  'by  hP 
greatnefs  fhouldnot  be  a  xtrtwto  them ;  and  that 
he  be  faithfiii  tn  deciding  ta  them  all  that  the 
Lor4  fhould  acquaint  him  with.  Thus  i?e  fee  in 
ibme  meafiire,  and  hereafter  may  iee  meretfiilly, 
of  what  iile  it  ts-to.finncr^s,  in-  ordier  -to  their  be. 
lieving  on  Ghrift^  that  he  be  a  prophet   • 

(a.)  The  laird  Jtfm  Chrift  is  a  ptieft, former 
izfter  the  order. of  Me/cii/edek,  Pfil.  rxi  .4.  God 
bavving  made  him  fo  by  an  oaihc  >  Apd  ia  hisdif- 
charge  of  this  ofEoe  doch  nofinaU  jjatt  tdf  tfaec^n- 
4:emmcnt  of  awakened  ilnncrs  ly.  It  is  *nat  my 
^elign  at  prefent,  to  enter  upon,  any  hu^ge  dif- 
courfe  of  this  office  of  Chrifi.  I  muft  here  take 
notice  of^  and  open  up  the  nacureof  this  office,  in 
order  to  that  end  and  icope  which  we  nOw  drive 
at,  the  relief  of  convinced  finnan*.  I^ihaU  not 
ftand  updo  a  recitai  of  all  the  a£b  which,  do  be- 
long- to  this  office^  of  which  not  a  few  might  be 
ixtentioned.  .. There  aVe  two  whkh^fefo^^e e^ieci- 
al  confid^atioa^  his  oblation,  and  his  intercdEon 
thereupon.  •  The  firft  is  the  fbondatidn  of  tbcfe- 
cond.  Now  itha^  ye  may  undei^ftand  what  advan- 
tage flows  fr6m  this  office -to  theperfons  of  whom 
we  difcourfe,  I  fliajl  a  litde  enquire,  wrho^rhe  per* 
fon  is  to  whom  Chrift  offers  ficrific^,  wbo^tbey 
are  for  whom  he^oth  £>«  who>he  is^that  ofiers  fa* 
cri&e,  and  whkt  that  lacrifiee^.ts  thai:  hooSers: 
andjupon  the  whole  it  will  appear,  of  how  great 
ad^vantage  this  office  is  to  finners,  and  bow  much 
he  is  thereby  Htted  to  be  the  objeift  of  iinners 
faith.  I  fiiall  only  touch : at  |Uch  things  here  as 
are  inJifpenfably  needful  in  om»?  to  ky  a  foun- 
dation.for  &ith« 

.   Firftf  A^  for  the  per  (on  to  whom  he  offers  fa* 
crifice,^  and  with  whom  he  Intercedes,  no  doubt 

.    it 
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it  i^  GodiiDfill^^qBndlthaitas  faeiiAsojun^  Ihe^iti- 
rev^n|^Tig..GecH'  ^&4^  has  ^edaHBd  tfakt  He  will  iy   > 
;?o  m^sci^  tie  guUty^inayi,  ^^.thefi^tkdt 
finneth  JbaU^e^  .^ktrt  wa$.iiOvp|acei:for.  ftcil- 
rices  before -.Gck!  \ya^  ihcenfed  by  &i.    It  had:«o 
placeiund^ihitiitft  cbvedaiTt,'  whercm,  ;A€Um  was 
allowed  ta  coraeint<sjithe.prelentevof  God^'  wirhr 
out  any  inter poial>6n.;his  .bchaJBbyr  jtny  ^^bthery 
G(xi.beii|g/ihen 'w<^  plcafed^^ 
ceptance  wth. -God ;  -andiby  tirnict'of  fatsVaoci^pf^ 
ance^  had^arigh^iOy  .ahdinigHt^aflt  and  hikve'^ha:»* 
ev^r  was(jie^<^L(ibn<hii  bapp^dlk  But  upon^  tb^ 
entry  of  >fin  into  dteiwbrld>Gad!ifiHrbar\wteturii- 
ed  uitdWgeir.and^mdignationragailliA  iinfid  m^^ 
This  cms  him  f£  ironi  the  ^xpe£)^tidb  ofi  adva«^ 
tage  by  God;.  t?.ay  rtiore,  threatetis^hjhi'^.vrkh  in^^ 
vitable:  ruiin  land  defiruftion  £t>m%im^  ^without 
the  in  terpoial  pF  fbme  one  or  othar,  vi  jsl  pneft  to 
appeafe  .the  v^rath  of^he  £h'te^hgi^l  God. 
Whence,  in«&e /■  *■■   '    .      .  r^'.  >  a:  ■^•■:Si'-  '.A\ 

5erffiirf  place,  it  is  eafy  to;tmde>{hiiftli!irho  die 
perfons  are^for  .whom  he  offbrs^&icrrA^  f  they  ire 
finncM;  tbio  are  ahmxious  to  tbe'^raih  of  GoiL 
upon  Phe  account  ©/-yT/? ;" who  not  ohiy'are-cift  oUt 
of  the fevour  of  Gcd,  but  raoreover  ^tc iyirtgo- 
pen  to  the  Uroke  of  vindiftdve  juftfce,  and" this,  ^ 

7 Wr/Zi^^,  Clears  to  us  who  he  is  that  mud  irster^- 
pofe  as^  prieft :  ^jhcmuft  be  one  acceptable  to  Go)i^ 
fuch;aja^ii^A-/rir/?,  fa)^  tbe^apoftle;  became  uti 
'mho  is  holy^f  h&rmlefs,  undefiledyaMdfepatat^frorH 
finners^^.  Heb.  svrii;  26.  On€*who  Uponrthe  acGoiint 
of  his  own  fins,  was  obttosdous  to  tiie*^pift  IhdigHa- 
tionQf€k!)d^  OTuld'be  of  noiifotO'>lit»iibrs  in  this 
nutter.  Again,  iie  muft  he  csne  xWi«f  ^fuscapibh 
of  being  aff^edx^iih  the  feeiktg  igj^joat  infitnib- 
tics,  that  he  Jnj^hthave  campatffionui|^^ti^i  bhd 

'        upon-^^ 
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^^jU^ni^y'tteat  jitmight  kt «  fAarsifiei  xadftutk^ 
fitl  1>igkpritfl[mthiags  pe»iaimng  to  6W,  td  fnake 
rtfitineiliitionf^r'thejSnsoftkepeople':  far  in  that 
i*e  bmfiy[^^Maihfi^eredi  Jfm§tentptei^.  hi  is  aUt 
tpfitcc^  than  that  are  titrated:  For^  as  thefame 
apidftle  faai;  k^  JH6b<  hr.   15.  We..ban^  not  an  Mgh 
fri^  hMqk^dnmt'l'e  i^zschednvith  the  feefmg  €f 
-our  infinriitief^i'imt  nms\im)alF' points  ^tempted  Ifie 
-^i  /we-  arei^  jtet^ifvuiffoat  fin. .  In  jfine,:  M  ^imift 
.l^one  oalkd  g^^Gaord  to  this  dffi<i6;>£>riMD^inr 
Jt^het  i^'iUas^dlla-oiEcb  but  he  thai  if'/ltikd  of 
.Gadi  ^i^ildatvani:   AllwhichrquafigostkstiB  an^ 
4^»i^ih) (abnflfp  afid  m  him.  dafyy .  wha  is:  thk  a-' 
piJfl^^dcU^.pnie/tnf.ourprcfi^im*     * 
1  J-  J^ywtlfljuiWft:  zrt  tQX3onfideb  what  ibat  facfUice 
i$  iirisik^'iAinibit^z'  prveft  xloth  bfftr  unto  an  ixv- 
.4^il&d^Ged:?fer«£3ihem.    That  he  fiiouldhave 
fbmething  to  cfffer,  is  needful  abfislutdy  opDil  ac- 
j)6uDtftif!Ael^oe  ^ for  every,  high  pri^iis  or- 
Jmnesd'  tot  vffkhg^fts  and  fixer  ijmeSf  ^erefare  it  h 
\^  neteffitytbat  tbi^  manhofi/efijnvsmhataljate  ef' 
j^/ifefei-  yilii.  3.  ^  Whaf^  that  fsterifitpe  :was,    th€ 
iamca^<sftie  ftelb  us,  Heb.  i!jc.  i  jw  For^  fiiith  hc> 
if  tbi.hlepd,^'Mf/s^  and  of  goats^  and  the  afltei, 
^ifan  hetfi^rjptinklviq  the  tuicleanfitkS^rfiethio^the 
p^ifying  vfitbe  fiefiy :  Amv  mudh \  mart.  flyalCthe 
t^Qod^efi^hrifl^'viift.tbr^tigb  the  etefnatjpimtoffer^ 
td  KwfilJfi'withfut'fpot  h  Gady  purgbfaur  confeh^ 
wees  fioft^  dtadj  w<?r^,.  to  ferve  the  M/i^  Chdf 
Tii€  fiO'ififje-bfa  offers  is  himfelf/  / .  1. 
. ;  What*h0S'  hecft  faid  of  Chrift^s friQAty  oAcs,  I 
•A^l WiAgbotoe^to  the.bufitief^  inh^nd^'in'tlie 
&w  foQoMWig^^pafrt^ulars* .  Fronft  .^at^has  been 
laid  it^^pMatSiibatthc caie i}etw|xrGodancl  Gn% 
^  "  *.    .  •  fi/l 
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and  tMreby  provdked  06^*  ro  t*ri*a»fe^  ^  (2^5)  ttfi. 
ceAfed  juftice'  lays^  liciM  bf  fmfiil  iftkft.  ^Kl^  hhfi; 
andv  like  I&fitc>'bma!i  hitn,  ^ndH^^  the^knd^ift 
the  knHe  in  h/io^  fe€h¥'fti%kfc  <te^j^t3p^^^^^ 
fi«i^er.  ,(^0  ih  Mi  cMfe|  ti^^ WijWri'/*^  fefrs  of 
the  fmtlfer^  nrfyj  nor  dhy  thiftg  that  *h^  fiificr!  iift 
lhihfcuik)n, 'can  av&ii:>  ^^r^^  A;ri[  ^rlf^  fhhk 

"Wfeik  things  are4rf  fhiS-&q)Si^te*t?oftdhK:)ii*WH 
the  fimier,  GhHff,  btti^g^  ,^icte*  d  prleft,  'a^J'h*. 
tieen  OtiA^  byv\fk\iedfbUAfHi:k  Ite^s  inknd^id^ 
fe^'ttiefinYle^,  ^dd-biftrls^'hliiafelf  iri  the'Tiiirtter^ 
roekn;  to  fuflfer.wlaift  jiafcc^  Ws  ready  tb  haxtd  itji 
flifted  upon  the  fimier;  -  -^5.}  JfiiftKfe  abtte^ts^ 
the  ftcrlftce  of  this  kmbctf  God's  prb^^Kifcjg;;  ind 
ktsrthe  finner  go,  but  flays  A^  fid/iRci.- ^6,^ 
This  bemg  done, ; God  '«  appeafed;  hfe'has^  nft 
more  tocharge  thSe  fmhefr  ^ith'j  fdr'ttib  ^'crificfe 
has  (ufifered  5  nay  mo*ie,  the  fterifite  be!tt]j  of  ini 
finitely  mote  vaiae  thaifi  tbe-'fmrter^-  d'otK  dcfenr^ 
irnd  porchafe^  i  great'  mmy  ftVour^^ f6i:  iilnvi  all 
which  this  high  {^Hcft  takes  care  to  MVe^  beftdMred 
on  him;  that  fe  to  iay^he  Interfcedes  fbr  htrti,iha£ 
he  may  lofe  n6ne  efthefc- things  whick  €brift  hai 
purchaled  for -him  :^  for  hi«  intefceffi6n  is  hothing 
clfe^  b^  thftt  oare,  if  I  itiay  (6  (peak,  M^iiebthe  ' 
hifeh  prifcft  of  Ottr  prbfyhoil  takes,'  that  afl  thefe 
for  whom  he  did  6ftfer'hiiVifelFa  facrffice  6btmn 
the  advantage  of  that  fecrificcu  And  of  how  grea,^ 
ufe  this  office  is  to  fuch-fihnfers  Ware  iix  tHeJay^ 
lor's  cafe,  may  appear  in  part  from  what  has  al- 
ready been  difcourfed  on-  this  head,  ^tid  may  more, 
ftlly  appdar  from  ^hat  "i^reWhaU  Afterward' (fif^ 
eourfe  orf  the  fatti^.  Nb^  we  come,  '  *'  ^  -  ^  ^ 
(3.)  To  Q)eafc  of  Ghrift's  being  $t  mngj  '-'/k 

'  .  he 
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l^if^^J^ AI^point?4/  to  4>f  .4  pt59phe|,  and  a 

^xpf^f^^l^jvy  holy  UlI'ofZip4iffirM  ii*  6.  His 
'  {^^i{4WH^i:eiic4to  thisoft  hip:)  ins  li6b.  TJiis 

|^I^^Q^  4ap^4  |0'Q>^ak  of  iaU>the&  •  th^n^  which  d<^ 
^elong;^9  ghfift>  kingljf  oiBcp,..  I  d^  o^y  hinr 
^t.afew^tbjpgsw^  ^f  efpecial.ufe  ta.our 

^i[c*feht:pLiF^6fe.  (i*)  He  has  power  ,an4  authQii- 
t^,,hyyin\M^Qf,  thie  pffice,  ;tcv  ena^  all  fuch  laws 
'^  inafiy^cqtitril^utejt^r  th^igqod  4(>d  advai?i^$ge,pf 
liisJ^j^^s.  (2.)  j^8  has  power  tc|  reduce  all  £iGh 
ps.4f>.f>^(^gio  Hs fcmgdo^y  to  bis  pljpdifyig?. 
Tfyi^jef^k'JhaU  be  -wilHitg'm.tU  dayafthypptv^r^ 
'j&y.Sj.Go^tQhki^  Pfitcx.  j.  Somjetimes,.the  fab- 
jet^Qf^i^  .kingdom  do  rebel  agatnil  him  but  ho 
^a^es  then|.^i^  bis  power  willingly  tc^  iiibrait  to 
Jiira^  (3.)  iie  has  power. to  proteft  his  fobyefts 
ag^lnft^all  t^^r.  enemies:  and  Wqupon^it  is^t^at 
th^f^jiiur^i^'s  cgnfidence  is,foundedj|l^,  xxxiii.  22* 
*tl>4^/f^r^i^\purjudge^  fharJL^rJ  js  our  lawgiver^ 

fas  Pfiw^r  ^^rdy  to  makf  a-^cpnqu^ft  of  all  hi$ 
eoeraif s^^  ipf  )ie  tnufl,  r^eiff{tiU  ipehaih  put. ail  his 
e ften^ep finder  Ais/e€tii^(^r.:^v,  ^§,,  ln>  fine,  he 
ha^ a. ppwpY,  whereby  ^jc;  is  able  ev]?n  tp  fiibdue  all 
il^i^ig&^ifi  himklffall powenhqnggfvefi  him  in  hea- 
vcn  aad  in  mr^b ;  ai^d  bei^gt  made'  head  over  all 
thii^g^sjo  the  i^urcb^^  be  >*^iJltaHe:s:aretQ  eipploy 
and  lay^t^ll  for  the  a4vanfag^,:pieacey  reft  and 
(|babiU()(  91^  hi,S;cW'cb  and  people.  But  leaving 
ti^s,  ^irejprpc^ed,    •       ;        •'".,. 

.'i'Tf  To  give^a  for Aer  ^accoiint  of.  the  Lord  Je- 

fi)^  Cl^tjft  on.whom  ilnners  ar^  Q4)kd.  to  believe. 

,Two  things  we  have  (aid  pf  hiix),;  pne'^  that  he  is 

Gftd  \^fm  V^'^^Xs^^ .^tkery^s^jA  ^  is  clothed 
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him,  that  hd  fe  one  in  whblA'  thfe  'cJdh^iAfcdd  fity^ 
ner  wSI  firrd  relief  a'gafthA  a  threefofd  evil{  un<kr 
which?hd  lies.  ^  Therd  ire  three  ttiftgfe  ^hkhr  d6 
exceedingly  luurden  the  conftierice  of  a  (inner  ib 
any  good  "meafure'  aWakened,  igndriarl<^V  guilli 
and  the  po\Vcr  of  fln^    ( i .)  He  Hnds  himfelf  ex- 
tremely ignorant,  peifeftly  iti  the  dfirk,  ds  t^  the 
mind  and  -will  of  Goii-  He  knows  not  what  hand 
he  (haH  turn  to,  whktl^  lih,olr  what  is  du;y,  ^he* 
tber  he  had'  befl  ly  ffiU,  or  move  out  of  his  pre- 
fent  ftater  or  if  h6  fii^d  it  ruining  to  ly  ftill,  he 
knows  hot  what  cburfeto  betake  hirrifelf  to:  Now 
for  this  plague,  which  is  one  of  the  difinal  confer 
quences  drman's  apdrfacy  frdm  Gdd,' thefe  i^  re-- 
lief  in  Chrfft*s  Jjrbphetical  office,  by  which  hie  doth 
tranflate  finners  oUt  of  darkneft  into'  his  marVd- 
Idus  light.    What  before  Was  hid  from  ihe  *yes 
of  all  living,  that  fie  reveals  to  finners.  That  there 
were  any  thoughts- of  mercy  or 'grace  fonlmners 
in  the  heart  of  God,  toold  heWr  h'ave^eeAkfiown 
by  any,  had  not  Ohrift  tevealcd  it:  Fdr^  ^no  man 
hath  feen  God  at  any  tifn^^  t^  ^y-^e^6nknS(k^ 
'whtch'h'tnthe  kofifn  of  the  fat  hir^ -he  hath 
declared  hli^,  John  i.  i8.*(2.)  Mart  k  -preflfed 
down' Vlthf\^iSiti!,  and  it  is  x>tily  in  thrift's  ^i^ftly 
office .ikat-'the  awakened<  fihner  can  find  relief  a* 
gainft  this ;  for  there  is  na  way  of  porghig  the 
confcience  from  dead  works,  but  only  by  the  tppli^ 
cation  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  whooffei^dhimfel^ 
to  God  through 'the  eternal  (pirit,  for  this*  very 
endi    Kj.)  In  hirti  there  is  rdiefagainftthet pow- 
er iof  fini'  which  is  one  parr,  and  that  no  ihiaU 
partljtdPrfie  mifery  whic?h  man  fell  utideir  by  his 
apolfajd^/firomjCrod.   'He is  infult&d  ovito/«nd.^- 
»  "  flaved 
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^mfiiMyfy^^mA  *ere  ae^  ^j«)  ©or :c%n  fherc 

vhorJb^^i^  ilWVf  P  w^lf^  i^.  is  ^ble  to  fuhdoe  al 
tWuagP  W/WmW-  !fte  «W  Jireng|;Jifjn  the  weak, 
«t)diP£^fc«^  unwiHifig.to>bec9^  by  4 

d^y^i^f.  ^h  pQ^er^  ^n^  t^nthe 4\/iiftf^ent to  the 

.V.4,  Thfi'Lprd  Je^f  Gbrift  i^  pne  in  whom  the 
fiomcr  l»i^  a  t^feipld:  tgfftmting  fcrupU  full}' 
fatHJi^'     Wihen  jti^  j^ord  opejns   the  finner's 
«y^j  ,aiiil,gijvf»  hin?k  a  vie^y  of  feis  condition,  how 
TnWer*  ftefid  betwijct  <jod  ap^  l^im,  then  there 
%tc  fhrtee  thtogs  which  ly  |e3fcf?fidingiy,hea^  up- 
on the  fifin^r.  .  (i.)  Vl^feere  (b§ll  I  get  one  that 
ha?  ^biUty  ftfficient  to  ijn4prtajte  for  me?  The 
fini«r  fee^  icMnuch  x>eedfiil  to  begone  in  order  to 
Jli^/^l^  jthiK  .he  Q%Xi  thiojc  pF  none  \x\  heaven  or 
fi%rth  -^hat  ^a^We  to  relieve  Jjiin.  He  is,  asuwere, 
IdH  in>  gcavejrhat  ^Ms  ai^^e  roii^  to  the  door; 
tlW'  in^ny  4  tim^  fciUe  forW  tp  i>nt  the  queftioa, 
■AV^  fwiU  i^l-awj^y  the  Aoaje  ?  If  e  fees  mountains 
jymg  In:  ih^  ^^y,  a^.  f:*nnot  ihinjc  of  an  arm  fuf- 
ificient-tpj^ft  th^m.  ylrxC3iry^pn\y  c;an  he  befa- 
tte^^d^  He'iti&.wbpisth^'fnjghty  one,  oft  whom 
dhe'Loid  Ms  ifl^d  be}p,  .Pf^j  U^s^^.  19.  one  Ao; 
Jen  ot|t  gf  rtw  people. for  that  .v^ry  end,  that  he 
-^Tiight  he  th^ftmngtb^ilich  ^.pu/t^heir  .-traft  b 
<him-    He  if  the  Lgi^  o;  Jpi*.©  f  ak^  »« rwhom  there 
is  evetlafting.  ftreDgdi.    '(a.)  When 'the  finner 
heart  of  one  that  is  abte,  thi$  gives  him  no  relief; 
for  pxcfeatly  aiiotber  doubt  perplexes  him,  and 
iills  bU  foul  with  anxiety  :•  beie  indeed  I  ftc  abili- 
V  ifitficifi^^  V  oh !  but  I  foir  he  has  no  mind  toera- 
.ploy  and  liy  out  his  abiliry  that  way^  TMs  mad« 
<snany  in  the  days  of  G!baft^fle<h,.'when*hc  Jivd 
wpoBn«^ithp  conieitQ  hSiafli  ^vith•  thtmheartsiull  of 
♦.^   .J  ■     fear, 
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fear;  ^b^dhtobd^cttd  'itigbtLnotbelxvttlkig  >o 
eir^U>y  bi& . fkiU^' to  tiy out.  hi&ahilir^  febtWrf 
help  aljdir^lieif,  '  If^tb^  toiY/,  fifaj  Jthe;leJ)or> 
/i^d:/  canfl^nake  m:cleaHy  Matth;  \itiii,  2.  And  ib 
feys  tb©  firmer,,  il^ioiiv  in  t&e  jdiCrdvilyr^if  C^rift 
that  is  here,  m^de^iuge  fee  ^nianAvier  to'tfafis  fioubtt 
as  he  is  the  Jjorii^  oirae-thati^s  aliipcwer^ih  h«a^ 
ven  a«d  in  earth ;  At^hence  k  is^thatihe  farm^hty 
tofavcs  ibJae:is.'Je|rus,.  one  that  i^'Willin^r* awd 
dcfigns  to  lay  but;' and  .improve  kiQiJablKtyi  that 
way.  But  here,  (3,)  Another  dpctot  may  ftar4 
the  finner  broad  ui  the.  face;,  there^jk^rlAps 
wanting  a  commifQon&r  the  ^ot^t'thiriLora 
Jefus  Qhriii  ^ants  neither  power  >n6i  will>  butf 
much  queAiom  the  father'^  willittgtfels.  ^^^hk  ma>^  ; 
ny  tinies  ftidcs  long  ^ith  diftrefled  fittner-s^  -But 
in  this,perfoa,  there  is  an  answer  totit&s  <$  i^dtdit 
the  foaner :-  he  is  Chrift,  him  hatl^  Gid  fke^Dathef^ 
fialedy]  anaint&dy  and  fit  apart  for  that  vdry  worki 
^e  it  is  tzhat  bath  exaiced  him  to  beMi^^><)^%^<^ 
put  power  in  his  hand,  for  completing  his  Avotk^ 
andj&.ving  to  the  mmoft  all  that  <:ome  toG^A 
through  him,  ^        ',  -^     • 

5.  Chrift,  as  ctotbcd  With  his  llhrdefeM  bffitfiy 
is  able  to  remove  a  threefold  obftruflton  ^a«ftood 
in  the  way  ofxbe4inner*s  lalvationirid  hjU^j^rt^rs^ 
arifmg  from  th^  nature  of  God.  <1.^  Jtittice  had 
a  plea  againft  the  finncr,  and  ftood  betwikt  hini 
and  falvation^  Thefent^nGe  of  jttftice  ie,  -Thaf- 
he  wlio  doth  iin,  is  worthy  of  death.  -Well,  the 
iinner  that  believes  in  Chrift  aiifwers,  I  ttm'  dfead/ 
I  fiifFercd  iniChrift.  (2.)  HoHnefs  fayi,  nothin|»^ 
^all  approach  k  that  is  impure.  ^V'ell,  Ghr|ft 
%s,  I  have  powet  to  purge  them  from  thiiF  filthy 
by  the  fpirk  of  judgment  and  of  bitrnilig,  (3.) 
But  then  the  difficulty  remains/ as  to  the  dilcovery 
'     .         /'  ^  '■       ••     '  of 
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of  tibhi^H»7'tlHr  fione^j    If  Gbd>fli6iibl  call  him  to 

<  Mf^Ajipiy; Hi^mtjlri  ,nnt'  Kparr?  it's  but:  here  Chnfi 
undett;ake5  to  he  the  me^^figer  ta  impart  the  wel- 
come  neMTSy'  That  ^1  iMe  ri^  are  colt  <if  the 
.  way. '  Th/^,thihga  lotily  jiadaLe,/bccauie  I  have 
Inht&d  ^'thgm  already ;  and  hereiAbr,  if  tiie  Lord 
gtvd  lifeiacyi  ilreogth,  .may. ha.v^  oftafloQ  to  ireat 
dieJBpf  mere 'accurately  and  diftindHy.    At.prefcnt 
tvWi»  d«fign  ratbtr  foundnefi,^  than  accaracy,  ra 
thdr  fatisfafbioia  to  the  diftrdfed,  tban  pfeaJure  to 
thci^uriousrcaqUircr.i      /-    s^     ,r 
:    <ii  G^rift  isooe  M'ho  is  able,  to  do  the  (inner  a 
fbL»i<{fQJdridQ[dne(s  \ftth'xdpe£t  to  his  fpiricual  ad- 
terfiri^s.     Three  things  they  do  agpi^  the  fin- 
i^er*  firfit  .They  charge  hinxi\\?ith  S>ings  that  he 
Ciujnot  deny^    Secondly y  They'  lay  deep  contriv- 
•  an(Je§,againft  him  that  he  cannot  difcover.  n^hird- 
ly%   Tbey.6il  upon  him  with  a  force  that  he  is 
not  able  to  refift^  and  thereby  endeavour  his  ruin. 
Aj.for  tbeyfr/?,  Ghrift  puts  an  anfwer  in  the  fin- 
ner's  mouth  _  to  all  Satan's  charges  agakifl  him. 
As  to  the ^parf,  be- gives  him  wiCiom  to  efirape 
his  ihares,  to  know. the  depths  of  Satan.    And 
4s  td  ihef  tufty  he  fiirniihcs'  with,  power,  whereby 
be  is  made  more  than  a  conqueror  over  all  ene- 
mies that  put  themfelves  in  his  way.  > 
,   :   7:.  Thaj  there  may  be.  nothing  wanting,  this 
LoRix  Jesus  Christ  is  one  who  can  fetiS^  the 
mind,  .the.  conscience  ^ud  heant  of  finfiil  man, 
He  fills  the  mind  with  light;  he  pacifies  the  con- 
fcienc^,'  and  ftills  its  difbrders ;    and  he  prefcnts 
to  the  willa- fuitabie  good.    He  as^a  prophet  0- 
^pens. blind  eyes,  and  enlighttas  a  dark  mind;  as 
a  prieft  he  flops  the  mouth  of  adifturbed  and  di- 
fturbing  conicience;  and  as  a  king  he  btAows  up* 
'  . .  .     >  u^ 
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^fi  ffiin  '^hat  Is  fuftciient  to  contint  hii  iicari>  even 
^Biralitf;  Wid  all  things^  elfe.         .'  '  .  /  '  '^^ 

''-•  8;  To  conclude  all,  he  is  '<mt  offered  ik  ff^' 
^^JPjtiy' (or  all  theft  glol-jous  ends)  h'dUv)//o,neei 
htm:  He  has  bid' all' that  ^xt/vbeary  and  'hectO^ 
ietdetiy  come  to  Hina,  and  has  promtfed  thenji  Wef- 
cQnae:  *  He  is*  one'A^hom God  ha^  In '  the  eVerlafN 
kfggdil^l  proppfed^i  th'e  <^j[eft  oPfaithy  oiiAvhoAi 
UhftersaFc  altewed*,  warfatited,' iriay'; command^ 
td  Ijeiicve,  in  order  to  their  lalyatibii.  Thefe 
things  -we  fliall  not  iany  furthei*  iiifift  oh  atpri4 
ftAf; '  'l'comen6\v,;  \'  \  \  '/■'/•'I  - -'^'i  "/-^ ''  ;■' 
'  •  '!l£!r .■'  Ttr  metkii6ft '  ahd  '^eh  •up4hefe  fcripturc? 
«tpreffiofti  ^her^by 'this  duty  of  belie vihgii  h^d 
forfbi  and  that  ar€  of  the  lame  imjjort  with  that 
tothe.«e5ijt.  •  Thii  is* a  duty  whereupon  ftlvaticyit 
tind  damnation  do  depend  ;thjjfeft)i*e  the  LcWf  • 
bad  tiJeen  gte^t  csittf  to  inake  itsiiaf«!tt-e|>laiii :  and 
becaufe  fmnfej^s  fifrg  6f*imany  diffeiiertt  forts[  ^and 
have  diflfetent  ways, of  takihg  up  tiieir conditiott/ 
dtC'Lofd  has  exprefledit  fb  many  Ways,  that  e^^fey- 
Fjf  ode  rtady.fee'thrft'th^  duty  iff 'fitifabte  td  theltf 
circumftaftces,  and  cxprefled  iri  )i  i^y'that  is  a**^ 
dapted  to  ftheir  capacity.  Thi*  ^ftquiFy*'^  ard. 
tsm  to  enter  iipon,  may  be  of  g^erft  ufe ;  ther^'^ 
fbre^wefliall  infift  at  the  more  la^ib  tjpon  ir; 
SoAic  arc- ignorant  ofthe  natute  <)f 'ftith,  knoM)t. 
ttot  what  it  is :  this  enquiry  is  liki-td  fcad  them^ 
into  in'underftanding  of  that  <iuty,  \vhich  is  tW 
fooridirtion  of  all  othei^s,  wthout*  which  they  figi» 
nify  nbthing  in  order  to  the  ialvatioh  of  fuch  as^ 
perform  them.  Others  know  what '^ith  is,' but: 
are^iiDC  coniSrmed  in  their  appfehenjRons  of  its  na^ 
ture^  and  therefore  may  be  eafily  Indoced  to  thiiik; 
thcttvfelvcs  in  a  miftake.  To  fuchlt  will  be  of 
n6t^ble:3aie'to  underiland  that  the  thoughts  of  it^ 
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expreifions:  In  fine^  this,  enquury  is  li]|;e  to  Mog 
^wii  the  thing  tp  the  capacity  of  every  one  of 
you,  who  will  giy^  heqc[  j  fince  fuQ^  4?  canaot 
take  it  up  under  one  notic^^:  may  under  apother. 
And  I  might  add,  That  it  may  be.  of  ufo  to  con- 
firm fuch  ^s  have  faith,  that  it  is  ib ;  and  to  con- 
vince th^mwhp  want  i^,  thatth^y  dp  fo.  Ai^,  to 
concfude  ^11>  it  will  give  light  to  the  Qes.t  g^ixeral 
head,  and  con^rm  the  deicription  Ive  delSlgii  to 
givi^  of  |t^  i!t\pik  th^S$  h^iy^  ii^du(;ed  m($^  not  on- 
ly  to  enquire  into  the  feverai  ^xprefliQ]a3.  ^hereby 
the  Xcfiptuifef  hp}d  fi^rth  this  diity,  but  to  inQfl;9p- 
911  t[iem  at  (pinewhat  more  lengdi  th^  we  are 
wont^tp  ufe  upon  fiich  occafions*  This  t>dng  pre- 
mifed  fpr  ihewing  the  ufe  of  this  enquiry^  we 
^o^n?  npw.tP  epje^t  upon  it,  .  : 
,y]^..  ;Thei>,  tK>  believe  on  tholiord  JefusGMfti 
^  to  look.ui^tQ.hlm,  lia.  xly^  92,  Look  unto  mcy 
^^Hy^fav^ii  Mi  *ke  ends  qf  the  earths  for  I 
at^  Qody  and  t^erfi  i^.n^n^  ^Ifi*  And  to  the, toe 
Bprjpp(e  i§^;tb^iC;b|:th^  gggftl^,  .Hct>.  xii  I,  a. 
Wfj^iCefprffieiHg  '^e  Mfii^^  cdm^JpfdjAn^  wW 
J^gi^0t  a^i^lq^ ^  it^itneffis^ M  Hi  lay  afiifieve- 

^f;^  ^i  lit  us,  rujn  mithj>fithn^^.  tie  roff^  that  is 
fit  ^<S^r<  uAj  .hohim  mtpfifit^  ibt  AUtiw  andfi* 
nifhex  ^fourfajfb. .  I  <;oaci?ive  that  the  Sfirit  of 
Qodi in^  tbi^/ex^peeSQ©,  .Eludes  tp  the  braien  fer- 
|)ent'rfet  i|p-  iatb«  wilderiAefe.  Tho  cWldrcn 
pf  Ifrael  finucKi.  ^gaiuft  th^lord;  tberefiare  he 
fent  $ciry  feap^ntSAvbich  ftung  them,  and  many 
di^  of  thwr  wounds.  The  jCord  in  his  pity,  not- 
yrithftanding  the  dlihQi\our  they  had  done  to  him, 
Vas  pleaftd  i^Qrdltin  .the  e/eftibn  of  a  bra^  fefp 
pent  upon  ^.jpQlc^  th^t  wboevfic  wia.ftuiig  might 
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loakiie^Jt,  '«d  b^  (irvf d  from  dcatb,  Juftcfb, :  ajj 
meo  are  ftnngby  f«l  j  wd  all  men  had-died  of  the 
Mfaw^  <b»d.iiOt;Gpd  beep  fieafed  to  Jetiiop  jofio 
GhrifV  and  givep  .command  that  41  wbi^  fed  the 
{fom  of  fin  ftu)i4ld. look  ui^to  him  a«Kl  be  fivoi 
In  tb«»  ^pr<ffion  w^  in^y.  iec  vh^^t  is  jtbeiwttu^c  of 
fiith*  .  Ci.)  We  fe§  jiyji^  it  i^  th«(  Wiwcs^.ttb 
one  timJ  fe  ftimgj  A  feficr  that  is  i^nfibl©  ^JTitl^ 
fam  rof  im.    Siy^  g^ld  fuch  qnly  will  believe. 

Therg^h.pkIfraeiy:i5ir^ftcb»^1iVwe«oitqtieh6d,<»  ' 
fech  ,3kS  '^^re  <i^t  .fe^fiWe  that  they  ^w^vi^^  touched 
and  ili«Qig  by  ;th4  ferf^irts^  wwld  «kQf  kok  to  tfad 
brafcii.fcrjp^nt*  they  Jbad  no  bf^fi^ofe  to  d»'avitb  . 
it;  itw£^  none  of  their  iconcemmflnjt;  ithadna 
nfeiotfaQm,    Juftfoifis  iiM^itli  wbokfintiefs  that 
\ver^  m^m  piimd^x  d^  te^rt  for  fm.-  ,<hcy  ftd 
no  oc<^lio»  for  Gh.rift>  ^awd  cannot  imd*rftafid  df 
whatufe  he  is.     (5^)  Weice  Jbere  whit  it  is  that 
gives  rife  to  faith ;  it  U  a  fnaarting  feoife  of  |^re* 
feqtpai©  and  futur< danger.    The.itjen  thafwci^  ^ 
ftkwig- found  tbemfelY^s  HI,  and  faw  Aground  to 
dnead  tb«y  mig^^  b«>  >^rle,  fince  .the  ;fting  wa^ 
momk;  tbi?  made  tbem  ^ook^.    And  , this  makes 
finn^^look  to  Je;fi^.Qhrift;  th^y  find  thjC  iMflr 
foa  pf  j[in  alr^j^:  ,t^ii»enting  tbem^  and  ihej 
fee  th^ihis  is  bm  t^Ke,  beginning  of  icffrows,  .the 
diftcmper  b^ng^mc^r^li ,  (j.)  Here jwl^e  ;fe  M5ha!t 
it  is  tt^  ^Wclh  the  finner  locdcs;  itris  unto  Jefus, 
and  that  Mis  G<fed,  ^vnd.a  God  laytr^g  outt  bimfelf 
for  the  falvation  of  fiinaers.     It  is  Q^qd  ;^nd  ncine 
elf^  that  nJMil  ftwe  fmncrs,  if  they  be  &vcd.  (4.) 
"VV^e  aiay  b^ije  fee  fufthor^  how  the  firmer  looks  , 
to  him/  and  wbatlbe  loofes  at  in  him;,  which  is, 
that  be  is  the  ordinance  of  God's  ftppoin«mcnt.for 
his  fily,atioB,  andprofofed  as  fucb.     Moireover, 
(5.)  Here  ,we  &«.^^t  feith  it&If  k,  for  this  ex- 
'0.2^  '         pref- 
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preffioh  of  it,  looking  to  Jdiis,  plainly  imports, 

1.  That  the  perfbn  is  convinced  of  the  itiffici- 
enc;  of  that  remedy  that  God  has  appointed. 

2.  Expeftation  of  relief  from' it.  And,  3.  The 
heart  is  I'etoig*  here,  and  trufting  to  it  for  healing, 
without  betakuig  it^lf  to  any  other  thing,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  own  need  on  the  one  luind^  and 
rf  the  (iifficiency  of  this  relief  on  the  o^er. 

a.  To  believe  on  Jefiis  Chirift,  is  to  come  to  Um» 
So  faith  is' exprefled  both  in  the  old  and  in  the 
New  teftament.  In  that  forecited  xlv  of  Ifa*  we 
fee  that  the  L\>rd  prefles  his  people  to  believe,  un- 
der the  notion  of  looking  to  him,  in  22  ver.  and 
we  find  that  in  the  following  verfes  he  prpmifes, 
that  they  (hatl  obey  this  command,  that  they  fhaU 
believe ;  ;and  then  he  exprefles  faith  by  coming. 
Surely  J  Jhail  one  fay^  in,  the  Lord  have  IrighfC" 
eujhrfs  and  flrength  I'  eueh  to  him  fhalhnen  come^ 
and  all  that  are  incenfed  againfi  him  /hall  be 
ajhamed.  In  the  Lordjhall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael 
bejufiifieiy  'and /hall  glory.  The  fame  duty  wc 
find  exprefled  by  the  prbphfct  Jeremiaji'in  tfie 
fiune  manner.  Return^  &ys  the  Lord,  ye  hack- 
/tiding  children,  and  I  will  heal  your  hackflidings, 
jer.  iii.  22.  To  which  they  3Xifvfcry  Behold,  ive 
come  unto  thee  :  for  thdu  art  the  Lord  ^Ur  God, 
And  what  their  errand  is,  the  promiie  God  makes 
in  the  beginning  of  the  veV.  and  the  profeffion 
they  make  in  the  following,  plainly  enough  infi- 
nuates ;  it  is  to  get  healing  to  their  hackflidings; 
and  it  is  to  get  that  falvation  from  him,  which 
they  had  in  vain  looked  for  from  the  hills  and 
multitude  of  mountains.  And  &ith  is  frequently 
held  forth  by  this  fame  expreiBonin  the  New  Te- 
flament  alfo,  John  vi.  ^s,  j;.  All  that  the  Father 
giveth  tttCy  /hall  come  to  me;  and  him  that  com- 
V  '  .    eth 
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-efk  to  me  J  I  wiU  in  tiq  iifays  caff  out.'  He  that 
Cometh  unto  me  Jhall  never  hunger i  and  he  that 
helieveth  on  me  Jhall  never  thirji.  And  b^  xqpi- 
plainsj  John  v.  40.  that  they  'would  not  come  to 
Mm  that  they  might  have;  life.  .  Now  the  Spirit  of 
God  expreffing  faith  thus,  gives  os  to  underftand, 
I .  What  the  ftatc  of  perfons  is  before  they  do  be- 
lieve; they  are  at  a  diftance  from  God,  iik^  the 
pro^gal  in  a  far  country,  not  near  his  father's 
houfe,  where  he  fuftains  many  inconveniences, 
iiiffers  hunger  and  thirft,  is  opprefled  by  enemies; 
and  in  one  word,  meets  with  all  inconveniencics 
that  tend  to  imbitter  his  life  to  him,  and  kill  him 
outright  at  the  long-run.  2.  Jiere  the  J.ord  infi- 
nuates  to  us  what  is  the  rife  or  the  occ^ions  of  the 
(inner's  motion  or  of  his  believing,  both  upon 
God's  part,  and  upon  the  finner's  part.  Upon 
the  finner's  part,  it  is  a  conviftion,  a  fmartinjg 
fenfe  of  prefent  want,  and/ of  fiiture  wrath.  He  is 
hungry,  and  can  have  no  food ;  he  is  thirfty,  and 
can  have  lio  drink  5  and  unlets,  he  get  food  and 
drink,  he  knows  he  mufl:  die.  He  finds  the  prc- 
fent  fmart  and  pain,  ands  knows  he  muft,  fuffer 
more,  if  ,he  get  not  a  fupply.  Th^  ftarving  pro- 
fiigal  was  hungry,  and  would  have  been  glad  of 
f he  ftanteft  allowance ;  but  he  could  not  have  it 
tn  that  unhappy  place  where  he  was,  Juft  lb  is  it 
with  finners,  when  at  a  djftance  from  Chrifr ; 
when  the  Lord  opens  their  eyes  to  fee  what  their 
condition-  is,  a  preffing  fenfe  of  want  following 
thereupon,  is  as  it  wer<?  the  fpring  of  their  moti- 
on toward  the  Lord  Jefii?  Chrift.  On.the  Lord's 
'  part,  that  .which  occafions,  nay,. caufes- this  com-r 
ing,  is  his  calling  them,  and  his  drawing  themr 
He  calls  thQtn. to  come  unto, hiin,  Mat$h..5^i.  2?. 
(iomi  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour^  and  are  heavy  la- 
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'deky  md  r^itt  yea  reft.  Aud  he  powefftJHy 
ttriaws  them  td  himf  fbr  no  man, can  come,  ex- 
cept he  be  drawn.  Therefore  ^ve  find  the  Lord 
firomlfing  peremptorily  in  that  jcrfV  nov  <Jtao«e4 
IbripRire,  Ifa.  xlv.  34.  that  tmto^  him  ftktli  men 
C4me^  3.  AVe  fee  to  wht^n  a  firnier  corner  by 
fejth;  ki«  tothe  Lord  Je&s  Chrift,  in  -iJl^hom  iherfc 
fe'righieadfnefe  and  ftreftgth  to  be  had^  ivWck  is 
matter  of  glorying  to  poor  finne^s.  4,  We  ice 
^irhat  this  coming  itfelf  is,  it  w  the  feme  tvirii  be* 
lievlngorthim,  And,  ^2^,  "Thi^^^tstyofexpref^ 
fihg  felth  imports,  That  rtje  finnerde^irs  of  be- 
ing relieved  \Uhere  he  is*  K  the  prodigal  could 
have,  been  ftipplied  where  he  was,  he  Mrould  not 
have  come  home  :  fb  neither  would  finncr*.  1$^- 
condly y\K.  imports  a  perfiiafion  notonlyofChrW*s 
fiif^cien<?y,  but  of  his  willingnefs ;  or  at  leaft  that 
he  fs  not  unwilling  that  we  fhould  be  bettered  by 
bis  fiifBciency,  and  have  lupplies  for  oiar  wants, 
^cofding  to  the  riches  of  bis  glory.  Thirfifyj  It 
Imports  the  foul's  rejeftion  of  aU  othter  thiiig» 
which  have  any  ^ppearanee  of  relief  in*  them :  for 
when  we  come  to  one,  we  go-  from  all  the  #cft. 
fourthly i  It  imports  an  expe&ation  ofreKef  from^ 
bim^  this  holds  die  foul  moving,  and  without  thJ$ 
iti  could  4ot  move.  In  fin€,  the  whole  o(  this 
matter  of  deliberatiqnj  after  felt  infiifficiency  in 
Other  things,  the  foul  <:o(me8  to,  arid  acqv^fces  in 
ChrFft  for  falvation; 

3,  To' believe  on  Chrift,  is  to^ee,-  tSr  run  to 
him.  'He  i^thztfttoHg  towtt  to  'whkk  the  rtgb* 
H^»$  run  and  arefafe^  Prov,  xvHi.  Jo*  And  to 
tbe^me  purpbfe  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  Heb*- vi. 
j5.  vhe#e  God  is  faid,  by  two  immut^bkL  things, 
19  J)^^vide  for  the  fi^ng  ^^nfolation  of  ibch  as 

^ave 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  iC 


iiXTtfkdfir  refuge  td  bty  hold  0^  ihe  hspefei  hi^ 
^fore  tifem^       - 

Tliiis  exprdTion  t^es  in  all  that  is  in  the  fbrm- 
(Sr  y  for  cbming  is  indadedin  &^sig}%rid  running^ 
yet  the  exprefficm^  of  running  a»id  flying  import 
fometfaingmane,  viz.  the  linner'6 being excee($ng^ 
ly  moved  by  a  fight  of  his  danger,  and  his  extraoT^k 
dilMiry  earheftnds  to  be  out  of  harm's  \iray.  Th6 
avFakehed  iQnner  is  like  the  m^-flayer  of  old :  \it 
iwas  fefe  no  where  but  in  the  dity  of  rtfagc;  tliere* 
^e  he  run  thither.  He  was  cbnbkiotts  to  juftlcei 
the  avenger  of  biodd  had  a  comn)iffion  to  kill  any 
murdener  he  found  out  of  this  city*  So  is  it  with 
liaaiiers:  thty  are  in  continual  hjizard  of  their  life^ 
JuAice hai  a  ple&  againft  themvandpurlues them. 
Death  is,  as  it  were,^  the  feijeant  th^t  follo*ws  the 
guilty  dole;  and  if  It  overtake  them  before  they 
Mt  into  the  city  of  refuge,  then  they  are  gone } 
it  will  kill  them  doubly,  it  Midll  put  an  end  to  their 
preient  life,  and  prove  the  begkuitng  of  eterfitd 
mifay  to  them.  Hbw  excelknt^  fiys  the  Pilakttjft, 
h  thy  living  huidnefsy  O-  God!  therefore  thecfhU^ 
dren  of  men  put  their  trujl  under  thejhado^  pf 
thy  ivihgsy  Pfal,  kixvi.'  7.  It  h  the  excellency  of 
Cod's  loVirig  kindhefs,  as  revealed  to  (litners  in 
Chrift  Jefudi,  that  ehgagss  (infers  to  betake  them* 
felves  to  him,  and  tnlft  under  the  ftvadow  of  his 
\Krings;  as  the  purfiied  birds  ai?e  wont  to  betake 
ihemfidves  to  the  dam,  and  thetie  to  flielter  them* 
felves.       '  .        .    .        -     ^ 

.  To  believe,  is  ib  roll  over  our  burden  upon  the 
Lwd  Jefus  Chrift,  Pfal.  xxii. .  8.  The  word  that 
is  there  rendextd'/m/?^*^,  in  the  firfl  language^ig^ 
nifies  rolling  ov^  Ht  truftedin  the  li?r</,  thatis, 
ie  rolled h'mfelf  ever  upon  the  Lord.  Hence  it  is, 
that  wo  findour  Lord  inviting  foch  as  are  weary 
ci  V  0,4  and 
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aact  heavy  kbde%^  td  coni^  lo^  him.thfif  tb^  iiia?f' 
find  rgft  j:o  their  fouls.     Sin  is  one  of  tbe  iiamt^ 
of  burdens^  :  Man  Would  fink  under  it  gui te«   .  E- 
yery  one  that^leeh  the.wdghtiof  j(beir.iin€>  \^iU^ 
yfith.  thePfeimift,  own,  That  they  are  too  heavy 
for  ihem  to \iQi^,  ..MtHe^iniquitief^  iays  h^  are 
gone  over  mn(L:hmd;  as  m  h^avyy  burden^  ibey 
ere  top  hea%}y:fmr[myf&\v.iiXmX^i/:^i   They  proy 
y^d.a  burdeovfp  heavy  to  tbe^aigels  thiat  fmiied, 
that  its  \yeigli:t  i&r^k.  thclm  into  the  bottonjefe  pitt 
^hey  are  at  ithisf day.  fo. heavy,  that  thetvio/r 
creatiotzgrom!j:md^r>  the  prieflure  .and  weigfat  of 
them^/J^iPW  vui»  gia.j'Thcy  Iwhi^/have  the  ficft 
fruits  of  jtbe  fpkit^  land  fo  haYe,;'«s;lt  were^  die 
beavieft  end'-of'rtb?:.  burden  takelllQff.  thepa,  ye^ 
dogro^re  being iurd^nej,  2  Cor.  v^.4.  The'very 
being  of  (in,  though  its  guilt  .be,  taken  away,  is 
foch  a  burden,  aa.the  ftints  find  it  hard  to  bear* 
Jti  every  one*  of  th^fe  we  mighttate  notice  of  all 
the  partiailaA'$:  formerly  :noted  in  the  two.firft  fort; 
pture  exprel&ns  ^vhkh  we  mfifted  opon;   but  it 
isneedlefs, tp  repeat  the  f^me  things  oVer  and 
oyer.      .   ...•  •;../.■    .  .-.      -'•■.-''  ' 
.    5.  To  believe  ^n  the  liord  Jefu^  Chrift,  is: to 
put  on  tie  Lord]JefiiS:,K(mi.yM.:i4,  Pmt.^e  on  the 
Lord  Jefusi.  Man  by  nature  ia  like.  Adam,  naked; 
and  though  he  etidegvour  tot<*QVjer  hirhfelf  with 
fig-leaf  aprona  of  his  owii  framing,'it  willinot  fervc 
bis  turn ; .  it  will  not  hide  bis  nakednefs ;  .nor, will  - 
it  prefei-ve  him  from  the  ftorms  6f  wrath,  that  aue 
the  ineceflary  cdnfequents  of -fin.:   ,No  robe  cap 
cover  him,  but'thatof  Ghrift's  imputed  righteoot 
ne6^  andtahdteve,  is  to  put.oh€hrift  forrigh* 
teou&efi.    Now  here  we  fee,,  (j.). .  What  man's 
ftate  without  Ghriil  is ;  he  haS'  no  ornament,  <h« 
fliame  of  hi&  nakcd;nc&  is  fcen^ad)he  is  expoied 
:  j>  -       to 
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to  ftorms,  <2'.)  Here  -^Ikty  what  ts  diat  clo- 
thing tbat  iinners  betake  themlelves  lo;  it  s 
GhrS ;  >ih^  votDit  to  him  for  white  rayment,  that 
is  for  b^ailiy'.viUicl. glory,  and  dofvering  their  fhamc 
(3.)  Wc-ice-MFbefein  thc:naturc  of  feith  liesrc 
and  \ye  oiayitake.tit  up  (in  three  things..'  Fir/f^' 
The  finner  fees'in  Chrift  what  i^  (iifficlent  for  ori- 
nameat;  lor  hiding -of  his  nakednefs,  and  preferv* 
ing  fi'om  the  injury  of  the  ftorm.  Seeondiyy  He^ 
being  convinced  of  his  need,  puts  dhrift  as  a  cop 
veritig  betwixt  him  and  fpcdhitors,  that  when 
Shey  look.to  him,-  be  is  npt  feen,  but  onlytHhrift. 
His  delprmity  is' hidden  under  Chrift's  beauty  and  , 
glory.  Thirdly,  The  finner  refts  faere^;  he  thinks 
of  no.  otbfei?  coveting  or  ornament. 

6.  To  believe  on  Chrift,  is  to  receive  him, 
John  i.  11.  To:as  many  as  received  hitky  to  them 
gave  he  power  to.becimte  the  fons  ofljod,  even  tv 
them  that  believe  on  his  name,-  And>  ellewhere  lit 
is  exprelied  in  the  fame  manner ;  only  the  objeft 
is  varied,  for  they  who  believe  arc  laid  to  reccivi^ 
remijpon  of  fins  ^  AQs  x.  43.  and  to  receive  the  t^ 
tonementy  Rom;  v»  1  i .  Here  we  may  again  under- 
hand fbmethttig  of  the  nature  of  &ith :  for  here 
we  fee,  (|.)  Who 'he  is  that  bfelievcs  ;  Jie  is  one 
that  wants  Chrift  j  he  is  one  that  wants  righteouP- 
nds;  one  that  as'condemned  to  die,  and  wanti 
a  pardon.  (2.)  We  lee  what  it  is  that  faith  eyes^ 
that  the  fSafible  lina^r  receives^:  it  is  Chrift,  and 
aU  with  him,  zs.oflcred  to  him:  for  as  he  is  laid 
to  receive  Chrift,  fo  is  he  faid  to  receive  reraifli- 
on  of  fin9>  etc.  And  it  is  xnoft  certain,  that 
none  can*  feparatc  Chrift  and  his  benefits  y  he  that 
takes  one,  takes^alK  (3.)  We.fee  what  faith  is^ 
it  is  the.  acceptation  of  what  isofiered^  for  the  ends 
for  which  it  is  offcced.  Chrift  and  all  his  pujrch«& 

is 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


^^o  JM&h^s  Rtcavery  Part  HI 

4s  madh  ofbr  k£  tp.  fiimers^  and  xlnsak  fireety^  and 
the^  ficcept  of  the<^fi€r»  and  receive  him. 
:    7.  To  bcHeve  oD'Che  Lord  Jefiss^  is  X6  kan  up'' 
^m-MtHy  to  Jhmjf'omrfelves  on  him.   H^is  tkis  that 
Tconteth  up  fromthe 'wildenK/i  leanipigupm  het-  be* 
htxti?  QixiWvm.  5.  ihatb,  bdieViag  ^n  her  be- 
loved.   And  in  the  like  manner  doth  the  prophet 
•Uaiah  exprefi  him&i^  Ua.  K  10.  Wh^isam^g 
f&u  thdtfeareth  the  Lordy  that  cheyeth  the  voice  ^ 
4ns  fervanty  that  walketb  in  darknefs  and  hath  no 
Ugbt?  Let  him  trUji  in  the  name  dfthe  Lord,  and 
ftdy  upon  his  God.  ,  Now  here  we  agMn  Wxy  lee 
vhat  the  flnner'^  ftate  ia  before  he  doth  believe « 
lie  is  in  a  tottering  condition ;  he^  is  ftot  able  to 
fland  under  th^  xvdgbtof  that  burdeii  hje  has  up^* 
.on  him.    He  4$  not  able  td  abide  the  Ihoek  of  the 
iftortn  that  is  blowing  againft  him ;  if  hd  get  not 
Something  to  lean  to^  he  muft  faQ:  and  if  be  fell,  he 
j£  crufhed  entirely;,  for  he  fiands  up>on  th^brltik 
tif  the  pit,  and  if  he  falls,  he  falls  ihio  that  pit>  . 
5vhence  there/is  no  Fcdcmptioft.    If  be  tiiifi  a  ftep> 
«nd  piling  intt>  the  pit, .  there  is  no  ftepping  up 
•thence  again :  tbisiie  fees  to  be  his  dafe  \  he  is  fen* 
fibte  of  his  daiigtr,  and  fees  Chfifl:  abfe  t<^  fupport 
hitny  to  eflabli^  him :  therefot^  he  leafts  to  hinj  \ 
he  expcfts  to  be  able  to  ftand  the  (hock  of  all  the 
ilorms  that  can  blow  againft  him  in  hisdependence 
pn  him. 

'  8.  To  believe  bn  ChrifV^  id  to  lay  hold  on  him,  tS 
Itake  hold  of\  hisfirength.  Let  hifn  take  hold  of  my 
.flrengthy  lays  the  Lord,  that  he  may  hiake  peace - 
Viithmey  andhejhalt  make  peace  Kviih  fne^  I&. 
ixxvii*  5.  Andtt  Is  called  a  taking  hold  ofCod^seo* 
penantf  Ifa.  Ivii  4.  And  in  the  ne^l^  teAamem  it 
is  called  an  apprehending  o/Ghrifi^  Phil.  iil.  U. 
Nat  as  though  JRAad  already  attaint f  eithek'wd^^ 
..i  *  '  al- 
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already ^tfia^il^Tfalt&mtifitr,  ifthdfi'mify 
apprehend' fB^at  fir- ^hich  dljb  I  am  apprehendeA 
Jf  Jfjhi  Chrifl.  And  Heb.  vi.  1 8.  it  h  calkd  a  fay- 
*  r^  held  on  the  hope  fit  hef6re  ur.     The'  finner  Is 
Kke  to  firrft;  and  feeing  Chi-rft  by  him,  h^.catchdj 
Jtold  of  him,  to  keep  himlMf  frwn  finking;    "Wc 
might  midhipiy  other  cxpreifions  of  feith,  foch  a$ 
cteaviftg'io'^^e  Lord,  opcmng  to  Chriff,  fitbtnitting 
to  the  fighteotxfmfs  rfGod^  2  Kings  viih  5.  Deut, 
iv.  4.  Thefe  we  pafs,  itot  defigning  a  full  enume- 
ration^ *  but  \that  may  lay  a  foundation  for  the 
following  enquiry,  and  lead  us  into  the  meaning 
of  this  \vx3rd  ufed  in  the  text.     We  might  havc^- 
infiftcd  hi  (hewing  thde  thrte  or  four  laft  cxpref- 
fions,  to'be  cbmprehenfevebf  all  the  particulars 
noticed  m  tJie  two  or  three  fii^ft  expreffions :  but 
'what  is  obvious  needs  not  be  infiffed  upon.     We 
Ihall  therefore  wave  the  exftfica^ion  of  any  more 
texts  to  this  pttrpofe,    Jtnd  proceed, 

rv.  To  enquh^e  what  is  implied  in  thils  duty 

enjoined  in  the  text,  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefut 

Chrifl.  This  enquiry  %iri  beeafy  after  fucb  aToun* 

.  dation  has  been  laid  in -the  p'rececding.  Bblievin^ 

0rt  the  Lord  Jejits  Chrtfi  imphes  then, 

I.  A  fenfi  of  Jin  tmdmtfery.  This  is  plairl. 
from  all  the  exprefBons  whereby  the  Spirit  ot  God 
eHewhere  points  forth  this  duty.'  There  is' not 
one  crf^them  but  carries  in  it  an  indlcatioti  of  this. 
Theftung-lfraelite  \t  fcnfible  of  his  finart  and, 
-danger  before  be  looks  to  the  bralen  ferpetit.  The 
prodigal  knows  his  want  befote  he  thinks  of  com- 
mg  to.  his  father*s  houfc':  The  Manftayer  under- 
ftand^  his  "fin  and  danger,  before  he  ffees  to  tha 
chy  ofrefiige.  The  bardened  finner  is  ^fenfible 
of  the  weight  of  fiti,  befor<5  he  roll  it  over  upprt 
another :  and  tlic  Kke  may  be  faid  of  all  the  reft 

of 
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.of  the exprdCons  mendoned ;*  pu^^ngon, receiv- 
ing, leaning  to,  laying  hold  of,  ojpcning,  and 
cloving  to'  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift.  All  o£  them 
pUunly '  intimate  this.  That  a  fenfe  of  fin  and. 
danger  is  the  ground- work  of  this  duty,  neceflarl- 
ly  prefuppofed  to,  and  implied  in  it.  And  more- 
over we  may  not  only  underftand,  th^t  the  fenfe 
of  fin  and  mifery  is  implied  in  the  duty,  but  alio' 

^what  fort  of  ^  fenfe  of  thefe  it  is,  which  is  requi- 
fite,  and  which  is  implied.    And, 
.  y   ( I .)  By  thefe  expreflions  we  may  fee,  that  it  is 
a  diftinft  and  particular  knowlege  of  our  fin  and 
mifery.     The  fmner  that  betakes  himfelf  to  Ghrift 
by  faith,  knows  his  fbfe,  imderftands  well  the  €• 
vil  he  labours  under.    It  is  not  a  confiifed  and 
general  apprehenfion  of  danger,  fiich  as  pedbns 
who  are  melancholy  fbmetimes  fall  un^^r,  with- 
out undei'ftanding  what  it  is  or  whence  it  flows ; 
but  they  can  tell  diftinftly  what  it  is  that  pains 
them.  The  ftung  man  knows  where  he  is  wound- 
ed.    The  prodigal  can  tell  what  he  wants.    The 
manflayer  can   tell  why  he  makes  fiich  hafte 
to  the  city  of  refuge.     The  burdened  finner  can 
tell,  that  it  is  a  load  upon  him,  under  the  weight 
of  which  he  is  lik^  to  be  crufhed,.  that  makes.^m 
flee  to  one  that  has  (boulders  able  to  carry  it. 

(a,)  This  fenfe  of  fin  and  mifery,  as  it  is  di- 
ftinft,  fo  it  is  deep.  A  great  many  of  thofe  who 
live  ijpder  the  gofpel,  and  are  fiirnifhed  with  any 
tolerable  mcafiire,  of  knowlege,  it  maybe,  cain  tell 
pretty  dillJnftly  their  fin  and  danger;  and,  it  may 
be,  know  likewife  many  particular  fins  they  are 
guilty  off  yet  their  fenfe  however  diftinft,  is 
not  deep;,  '  But  fiich  as  do  believe  have-  a  deep 
fenfe  of  fii>  and  mifery.  It  is  fiKh  a  fenfe  as  is  fix- 

.  ed  and  has  rooting  in  the  mind,  it  cngrofles  the 

thoughts. 
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thMightSy  and  fills  the  mind  with  apprehenfions 
about  the  the  (bul's  ftate  and  condidoli.    And 
moreover,  it  doth  not  hold  here,  but  finks  down 
upon  the  heart,  and  takes  hold  of  the  aHeftions^ 
and  fills  them  likewife.  Fear,  grief,  hatred  and  re-' 
veiijgc  take  their  turns  in  the  foul  a  grief  for  the 
offence  done  to  God;  fear  for  the  confequenceof 
it,  with  refpeft  to  ourfelves ;  hatred  againft  iiii- 
and  fclf-revenge,  becaufe  of  our  folly  in  brmg^ng 
on  the  guilt  of  fo  much  fin  upon  ourfelves.    Ma- 
ny in  the  vifible  church  who  vwU  pretend  they  are 
fenCble  of  fin,  have  never,  it  may  be,  to  this 
day  been  af{e£ted  with  it;  never  had  any  grief  or 
fear,  any  hatred  or  revenge  againfl  it  and  them- 
selves on  its  account.  Such  perfons,  pretend  what 
they  v^ill,  are  indeed  ftrangcrs  to  feithjj  and  one 
day  will  be  found  fo.     The  m^  that  flees  for  hi? 
life  to  the  city  of  refiige,  not  onlyNkno>^rs  what  he 
has  done,  and  what  fin  deferves ;  but  moreover 
has  a  deep  impreffion  of  both.  What  do  ye  think 
was  it  diat  bufied  the  man's  thoughts,  ^dien  flec«^ 
ing  to   the  city  of  refoge  ?  Certainly  his  fin  and 
danger  were  the  things  that  fluck  wth  him,  and  afr 
fcftSd  Ms  heart  with  fear,  which  made  him  flee  a- 
main  to  the  city  of  refuge:  and  the  like  might  be 
i&id  with  refpeft  to  the  other  exprelEons  of  faith. 
(3.)  This  fenfe  of  fin  and  mifery  is  a  prelBng 
appfehenfion  of  both:  and  this  lies  in  two  things. 
Firfty  It  makes  his  prefent  flate  and  condition  in- 
tolerable,! mean  it  makes  a  ChrifUefe  flate  utterly 
intolerable.   It  is  fo  uneafy,  ii^cannot  be  endured. 
It  is  not  like  that  fenfe  of  fin  which  mofl:  part  have, 
and  have*  no  more,  that  foffers  them  to  live  con- 
tentedly all  their  days  without  Ghrift  in  the  world. 
Who  of  you  will  not  pretend  to  befenfibleof  fin? 
And  yet  who  of  you  doth  not  find  it  an  eafy  thing 

to 
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tp  %(;  Ji&  that  c^4itfogEi^?  I  fipp^al  tD.^uf  octtiici- 
^cvces  wj^pnet^^  tp  he ienfible  pf  fiBi  y^g^^^^  ^ 
qot;  y^  could  live  conticntj^^y  aU  youc  dpys  ia.  your 
P^rel^  ftate,^  lud,  ye^  but  corn»  and  wiae,  and 
qU,  all  the  neccflarksfor  a  prtiknt  life?  I  aana lure 
ovoil  of  youx^anoot  but  qwii^  that  ye  \^  ouid  and 
qOiu}4  daio;  ye  could  ,ea£iy  dtgtH  iis^  and  get 
'    r^  of  djilurbaace  irom  that^^  l(  dungs  in  a  world 
vreat  well  with  yau*^  .^.fedaaid  fure.  lynaptom  is 
this  that  iutheartQ '  ye  ajro  not  fcufibJe  of  fin,  and 
tfeerefcM'ed.p  not  believe.^    Secondly,  If,  ptofi^fistc^ 
4iltge|i(  endeavours  afler  ^Ivationy  9^  obibhxtclj 
A^^ry.  The(eIliIli)defll;^)e^^as;  he£^«apt;|-^^ 
J  ^cqui^ice  with  iatlsfadion  W  hi^  pire&u condition, 
(ait  i^kes  him  teiUel^  in  looJoHg  a%f  jrelief. 
A^.  thefe  thing^  appear  ib  pJain  fram  ."wi^t  has 
jE)rmp,rly  been  diicourfed,  in  the  ^i^Ucaitlon  of  the 
feye^al  fcripture  eKpii-eilipris  which  poin^^tfe  this 
duty,,-.that  it  is  needlefe  to  JAfiil  upon  the  proof  of 
them  by  new  icFiptores;.     And  inflep4>  thOMgt 
the,te{tiinonies  alk^ed  ^^  not  giveq  ijuc^  pr^- 
H^nJt  pFp9f  of  this,  th^  reaibn  ofihe  tbUigUfetf  \i4U 
diicovcr  It  to  be  indli^^nj&bly  i^oc^JGicy  ^  jfaith, 
that  th^re  be  a  diftinit,  deep,  and  prqfiiig  feofe 
drfia,    For,  (i.)  Where  there  i$  only  a^-confaf- 
ed  appf-ehenfion  of  dwger>  or  Jndiilun^  npfipn  of 
it>  it  confounds  aiid'diiTurbs-tlaeJ^ner,  and  puts 
him.  perfeftly  out  of  cafe,  tqjodge  €^  the  iukabk* 
nds  pf  any  relief  that  is  offered  tp  hiii;^  ^e  Jcnows 
not  where  thic  fore  is ;  and  therefore  c^  neitfaer 
know 'what  would  be  uieful,  npr  where  to  apply 
it.     (2O  If  impreffiofts  tiffin  apd  danger  be  not 
deep,,  and  amount  to  nx^  more  but  fo«ae  notioas 
jHoating  in  the  brain,  every  thing  wiH.  carry  the 
»iind  oif  from  the  g9J[pel-Feliefi  and  ^tafee  '4  to  0- 
'        ther  things,    Unlefs  the  affections  be  Ccm^  way  or 
|,        '  *  '  other 
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otliaf  t^gkgsAi  ;m  ibltdotii  da  a^y  dybgito^jniri. 

pQtt  in  a&yi  btiS4eifi<    In  Rn^  a  maa  that  feiils 

ibme  p^m^  aia4  feir$  £>nie  <kpger>  may  d^rand 

nqg^lt  iii^gcung  to  ihi^phyficiah;  but  om  that 

1$  und^r  int6kr^bk  pain^  i^uft  take  Come  one-mkj' 

or  oUier  fqt  his  reli^  ^xid  v^ifi  (Uck  at  noihthg  A 

be  m^y  obtain  it.    It  is  much  with  thefe  finDers^ 

who  bavQ  Ibme  (enle  of  fin,  bnt^e.Arzngfix^  tQ 

this  diilinAf^  deep  and  preffing  apprehetifioirxtf* 

their  6xk  ^nA  int&ry,. which  &iili  comprehends 

a&d  implifl$inits  nature,  as  itii&wkh  one  who«hai 

Jomefbrein  bis  leg:  lie  knows  where;  the  p9ar\  i$i 

he  feels  fame  finart  of  the  pain^.bat  it  isnot  fiidt 

aiinartais  4iiables  him  entirriy*  from  walking  or 

converfing  with  others:  he  goes,  indeed  uni^eajflly 

\tridi  it;  ay;  but  he  goes  itiU,  jm&  itmny  be  £>me^ 

tunos  he  g^  rid  of  the  thoaghts  of  Ic^^and'^enR 

lore  can  nuake?  fliift  to  live  in « that  conditioti;^    H* 

one  tell  hu^«.  that  it  will  turn: to. a  gangp^ne.' and 

provt  mortal;'  he  flatters  himfeif  ths^poifiisiy^ii 

may  cure  o£il$  own  accord,  or  by  the  nie  of  (bme 

domeftKmmediea;  and  therefore  he  will  rather/by. 

fiiU  in  that(  condition,  than  go  to  a  phyfid^ftnwho 

ci]i!e$  by  ^cutting  off.   Juf^  fi>  is  it  with  half  awak« 

edsd  iinners/:  diey  never  come  the  Idngth  of  i)e» 

lifiving,  hecdule  their  ien&of  their  £n.  is  not  fy 

deet>,  'fts^  to  make  them  in  earneft 'think  of  the 

phyiidan.    They  hope  to  get  their  wbund,  curdd 

aft  home,  byulomejcfalier  remedy^  than  the  cutting 

off  the  right  h4nd  or  foot^  and  plucking  out  the 

eyef.    But  where  the  (enie  juft  haw  %oken  of  is 

found,  fiich  aa  one  will  be  fadsfied  with  none  of 

thofe  things.    This  fenie  is  not  only  psreluppc^fed 

to  fakh's  ficft  afbings ;  but  moreover,  it:  continues 

in  ibme  mea£u«  in  tbeibul  aalongas  v/e  live  hevt' 

•  by 
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*y  ftith/  ahd'istheTpring  6^  alt  tlsfe?fta*4iaingi 
of.  faith.  But  paffing  this,  this  iieltekrlng  iixipiies| 
!  ctv  Some  kiiGrvidei^  of  Ghrift  ;}e&s;  Hence  it  ii 
that  we-findf^ith  calleid  ktio^^e,  by  the-pro! 
phet  Ifa,  liii^  II,:  He  flfOU  fie'^'  the  travel  of 
iUfiu^y  andjbdll  hefafisfied.^  By  his  knowiegi 
Jhail  my  righteous  fervani  jufiify  lifiany;  fbr  ht 
'/ball  bear  their:  im^mties, By  hli"- Ancfmlegey  that 
i8,by  ^iV*f«  fam,<hall  my  Hght€pui>ftriwitit  juftify 
many:  now  this  knowl^e.isi evidently  ireqidike. 
S^cndl  that  formerly  has-been  bifited,  m-  the  open- 
ing up  of  the  {ciiptures  weiinfiftedmif  hot  one  of 
tlwnr  but  (peaks:tbis  needfol^  Andhem-theflre'  muft  I 
three  things  be  Inowii' in  reference' loJefiis-Ghtift.  | 
\   (i.)  ThQ  excellency,  of  Ms- perf6Hl^'l^^  I 

^hich  fdthjExes  ^ts  eye  upon  firitUtiihiitiA»epn'  i 
maarily.recdve;  it  is  to  Viuivfo  kbk^:\f^'fteer  we 
run^ixtti  on  YiimsVi&Jeany  ive  flatr  obrieive^^ and 
jroil  over  our  burdeias;.  therefore  bisc'pei'lbnmaft 
-bc,4hawn.i  We  nnifl  know  thaa  he -is^Qod  and 
aiaain  one  perfoH^.  God  mamfeftedii^  the^flejh. 
J^bwthat  this  kiiowlege  of  .the  |)er(biitofX:hiifl  is 
a  neceffary  ingredient  in  'feith,  i^^coiily.. appears 
fit>jEn:the  confideration  jufl^  nbw  :bid^idowA>,:but 
alfb  from  this^  that  otlierwiie  weiCan<^  know^oo' 
thing  of  his  ^(efulnefi  to  us ; .  flnteiaUvthiat  lias,  its 
rife  from  the  glorious  .confHtutioii  of  Ws  peribn. 
It  is  from  this  that  he  is  one  able  t6  fave  loftfin* 
njers ::  therefore  of  necefBty  this  muft  be  known. 
•.  ''(Ji.y  Believing  implies  the -knowiqgfe  of  Ghrift's 
jft^nefs  to  fave. . :  There  is  iio  .faithr: without,  this. 
It  i$  the  knowlege  of  inffidency;  alone  diat  can  in- 
dac<s  to  reliance;  and  if]  there  be  hot  in  Ghnil  a 
fulnefs  of  all  chefe  things  that  are  requifite  Jn  order 
to  the  efiifeftuating<the:(MYatii^ELDf,iiaaiers,  -then  is 
he  no  meet,  no  fuitable  perfon,  to  be  believed  on. 
•     '  ...  There- 

Digitized  by  L3OOQ IC 


Partli;         bfFaitftn'Chrtfl.  2^7 

,  Thttifcre  oPn^ceflify  he  miift  be  known,  as  the 
Mfy  begotten  of  the  Father  y  full  of  grace  and  of 
truth:  '  And  this,  as  was  faid  before,  flows  from 
the  conftitution  of  his  jperfon,  which  therefore 
muft  be  known  in  order  to  our  acquaintance  with 
this-  And  the  Word  *was  made  flefh  and  dwelt  a* 
mongp  us  ;  and  we  Beheld  his  glory^  the  glory^  a^ 
of  the  only  begotten  of'  the  Father y  full  <if  grace 
and  of  truth,  'Tis  tcoxxi  the  uniori  of  the  two  na- 
tures into  one,  the  Word's  tabernacling  in- flefh, 
that  this  glorious  fulnel^  bf grace  and  of  truth  Bows. 
'  (3^)  Believing  implies  the  knowl^ge  of  Ghrift's 
fiiitablenefii  to  the  finner'stondition.  There  may 
be  fulnefe  aind  fufficiency  where  there  is  not  fuit- 
ablenels.  The  city  of  refuge,  tho*  its  gates  had 
been  (hut,  and  the  ways  to  it  impaflable,  would 
yet  have  been  fiifficient  to  have  preferved  fiich  as' 
ftiould  get  within  it':  ^ut  in  this  cafe,  a  finner, 
the  man-flayer,  could  have  no  relief  from  it,  there 
being  no  way  of  the  commMnic^tion  of  that  lufR- 
ciency  lo.him,  noway  for  him  to  have  that  fecu- 
rity  communicate  to  hirh.  Juft  (6  it  is  here,^^Chrift 
doth'd  in- human  namre  Is  indeed,  andcouid  not 
but  have  been  fiifficient  to. do  ail  that  was-  requi- 
fite  in  order  to  our  eternal  falvationi  But- in  order 
tofinners  accepting  of  him,  it  rauft  beunderftood, 
thar  there  is  a  way  of  conveyance,  whereby  all 
this  fttlnefs  may  be  called  ours.  We  nuift  know 
him,  not  only  as  full,  biiit  as  he  has  afTumed  the  ~ 
exercife  of  his  threefold  office,  whereby  alithc^be- 
nefits  he  has  purchafed  are  made  over  unro  us^ 
and  do  in  yery  deed  become  ours.  But  we  pro* 
ceedtoa 

3i/  thing  implied  in  believing.     This  duty  not 

only  implies  the  fenle  of  fin,   and  the  knowlege 

of  Ghrlft  juft  now  infifted  upon,   but  moreover  it 

R         •  ^      implies 
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implies  forae  knowlege  of  tte   gpfp^l  c^er  of 

Chrift.  This  is  abfolutely  .necsffj^^  in  ordfer'tc^ 
our  accept^ce  of  Gbrift,.  It  wgs  not enough  tOL 
fet  the  maaflayer  a  running  rf6/the  city  of  rc&ge, 
that  he  kilew  th^r^  yvas  a  city  that  bad  gates  iDpen^ 
and  was  fufficient  to  pr^ferve  him ;  bqf  nioreoy^r 
he  iiiuft  kii0w,  that  itwas;  ^fign*d  for  that  pur* 
pofe,  th^t  h^  had  warrant  to  en.ter  in  at  theieopeti 
gates,  anid  fo  to  eji^ft  proteftion^  And  Jierc^ 
there  ar^  tw^  things,  rn^ft  of  nOfi^ifity  be  known.  • 

(i.)  ThatCtirift  andall.hi«  ben^ti  are  Indeed 
offer<i4.i'rt..the»gpfpeltQpobrfian^r9,  jind  that iree- 
ly.  Henc;? jh  i^  that  our  Catechifm  doth  thus  qua- 
lify the  object  of  faving  faiths  .^hile  it  deftribes 
faith  in  Chrift  to  b^  afaving  grace  in  hereby  'wc 
ficceive  attd  refi^  upon  him  as  he  is  offered  tta  us  im 
thegofpeL 

(2.)  As  ^emuft-  know  that  he  is  offered  to 
us,  lb  we'muft  underftand  what  the  teems  are. 
wherein  be  i/s  oiFercd.  Tb.at  he  is  offered  frcdy, 
doth  not  hinder  his  being. offered  upon  teems.  If 
qne  offers  ahothfcr  a  fiim  of  iAoney,  if  he  -will  re*- 
.  ceiye.it ;  he  may  be  foid .  to  offer  it  upon  t^rms^ 
and  yej.tovoffer  it  freely  ;  and  juft  fuch  arc  the 
Gofpel  terms  upon  which  the  Lord  ehdft.is. 
offered  ;  whoever  will  take  him  and  u(ehkn>ihalL 
have  himi  But  to  be  a  little  more  patticubr^hsre 
we  may  learn  what  theft  tdrms^-re,  from-  thut  of 
the  Apoftle,  Phil.  iii.  J.  Fdrwearethe  circumci^ 
fim  whichwrjhip  God  in  fhgyj^rity  and  rejoice  in 
Chrijl  Jejits^and  have  no 'confidence  in  the  flejfh^ 
Theic  are  tbeN.perfons  who  have  an  intereft'in 
Chrift,  who  come  up  to  thefe  terms :  And 
the  knowledge  of  them  is  neceflariiy  implied 
in  believing.  We  muft  know  that  upon  thefe  and 
no  other  terms  may  we  be  j&ved.  (k)  Wc  Auift 

know 
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fcidwtliat  k\\  confidence  iniht  flefh  is  intirely  to' 
be  ihahdpned.     Thefe  muft  be  no  expeftatjoxi  ot 
rdkf  orx  fahration>^  from  any  external  privilege, 
pr  aay  performance  of  duties.  -  We  muft  know. 
that  our  own  prayers  and  teafrs  can  be  of  no  vaclue 
irji  this  matter.     (2.)  We  miift  know  that  we  are 
only  to  rejbicfe  in  Chrift  Jefus.     What  Js  here  cal-  - 
led  Rejoicing  is  elfewherc  called  glorying.     That 
h«'  that  glorieth  m&^y  glory  in  the  Lord.  And  here 
'risoppofed  to  a  having  confidfente  in  the  ff^fh; 
'S^'hichiays  plainly  that  this  rejoicing  in  Chriil  Je- 
liis  is  placing  all  ouf  confidence  and  comfort  in 
him  alone.     (3.)  We  muft  worfhip  God  in  the 
fj^inu     In  the  'ftrength  of  that  (pirit.  which  Chrift 
did  purchafe  for,  arid  beftows  on  fiich  as  do  be- 
lieve on  him.    We  muft  fcrve  God  in  the  way  of 
hi^  owft  ajipolntment;  Upon  thefe  terms  is  Chrift: 
offei^ed  in  the  gofpel:    And  thefe  jnuft  be krtov/n,- 
The  knowlege  of  them  is  undoubtedly  iinpMed  in 
faiths  as  well  as  the  knowlege'  of  Gn  and'  of  Chrift ' 
formeriy  infifted  upon*     This  leads  me  to  the  ' 
-  4ih  Thing  implied  in  beKevihgf;  and  that  h^  the 
heart's  clofirig  with  thdgoij^d  tefrh&jufthcHy  meii-' 
tloiied.  Thisisthe  {Principal  thing,  without  whith 
di^re  can  be  no  feith>  no  belfe\4fegt     F6r,  if  ^' 
feodWfp^ftfc  ftriffly,  thk  i^faith,  and  all  th^i  btljef ' 
things  nafeiitionediire  6t>ly  pre^equFfitei  *  yet  they: 
are  llich  as  ate  not  only  prc-fiippofol  to  the  firft 
sfaittgSoffaiifh,  but'iiuft  alfiy  ateompany  it,  in 
fbme  meafiire,  asf  I6kig  as  h toncinues;  iA  the  foul,' 
thait  is,  as  long  is  belrever^  are  oh  eahh.     Np#^ 
this^  acceptance  of  Chrift  ufpori  the  gof^l  terns'^ 

takes  tct  ^fee  things.- :..  . 

(lO  A  renunciation  <5f  all  othet-^ttihigs.  Helice^ 

it  k  that  believcjrs  ai^e  (aid  to  hfav6^  no'  ^onfideric<* 

id  the  fleiai,  that  i%  they  have  no  eacpyft^tion  of^ 

-•'•  ^  .    R  a  ^^  ;.  relief 
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relief  from  any  of  thefe  things  corrupt  nature  is' 
wont  to  incline  us  to  rely  .o|i».   The  foul's  motioa 
to  Jefus  Qhrift,  is  ^  motion  from  all  other  thijigs.! 
The   fb^l  that  rolls  the  weight  of  all  over  upon 
him,  doth  not  lean  to  any  thing  befides  him.  All 
the  exprefljons  formerly  openqd  i^p,  doluificiently 
intimate  to  us^  that  this  renunciation  of  all  .confi' 
dence  in  other  things  belongs  to  the  nature  of  faith, 
and  mufl  go  to  the  conftiiutionof  it ;  and  the  ftme, 
the  Seripturp  plainly  enough  declares,  'syhen  it  ej^? 
prefly.  enjoins  Gnners  this,  as^-p^rt  of  their  duty^  or 
ratherexprcilesthewholeof  this  duty  by  it;  AJhur^ 
jhalJ  HOtfav^  us,  w^  will  npt  ride  upQn  hprfes^  nor, 
will  we  fay  anymore  to  theyjork  of aur  hands  ^T^  are 
our  g'^s :  In  vain,  isfalvation  looked  for  from  the 
hills  y  and  from  the  rnult^tude^of  mountains,  (ays  the 
returning  church,  Hof.xi v.  j.-andjer.iii.  23.  And. 
tHele  two  texts  are  a  good  Commentary  upo;^  that 
fbrecited^expreifion  of  the^  appftle,.^;///  have  no 
c6nfidejic€in.th€jkjh'  ,  To  have  fio  confidence  in. 
the  fle{^,  ia.t9;^xp^6:  no  ialvation  irom;  the  hiljis; 
and  multitjude  of  niQunta\rts>,'.from  Afhur,  from 
hprfesj,  qr.tbe  work  erf*  our  own  hands. ;       /     .  .1 
-^Burthatlmay  be  a. little. more  particular,: faith; 
qrl^eiievii^  has,  in  it  an  expvp£  ^enunciation  (^.) 
Qf  oijj  6vijq[wi^dqm.     C^rnaj  M4p  is  ej^e? dU^y; 
iljc||pei3io  tr\idft.p>.iiis  p^;«n fle(h^^v^if4pP5L,  whichr 
iscnni^ity  ^^gajnft'.  GOjdi'ahd.td  ^dyance  this  as  of: 
v&f  tp  dired,;l>im:,t<>  true^  .^ppinefs.     This  was 
that  •  which,  :^efpqi*/d  ^h?  .  bea^bqA  .^vorld :     They  ^ 
thought  by  thpi^r  own  wifdom  to  i^each  happijjels, 
to  know  God..j  :Purt  in^  jhe.wif^pn^of  God,  the 
world  by  wil3om  knew  not  God ; .  ^nd  ,th^  beliey-  j 
e5.bec0nies-^.fbQl.that  he'  maybe  w4(e»  perf^ftly 
renouncing  Ji^if  qwnwifdom'>  an.;^  fubfcribing  hina- 
fclf  <^  foQl,^owivi\g.himifelf,  with'wife.A^,.m(|rp . 
,'^-   .J         ^*  .     ./..  bruti/h. 
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'truriih  than  any  Man.  '  (2.)  Believing  has  in  it  a 
■  renunciation  of  our  Owji  ftrength  and  power.  Man 
is  conceited  exceedingly  of  his  own  ability.  As 
long  as  man  has  a  leg,  of  his  own  to  walk  upon, 
he  is  lure  never  to  look  near  Chrift  Jelus.  But  no 
iboner  has  he  a  mind  for  Chrift,  but  prefently  he 
confcfles  his  own  impotency .  If  the'man  be  able 
to  ftand  alone,  what  means  he  to  lean  upon  ano- 
ther ?  If  he  be'  able  to  bear  his  burcfen,  what 
needs  herol!  it  over  upon  another?  (3:)  Believ- 
ing has  in  it  a  renunciation  of  man's  own  righte- 
oiifiiefi.  The  natural  man  goes  about  with  *  the 
trarnal  Jews,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  righteouP- 
nefi  of  'God,  to  eftablifti  his  own  rlghteoufhefs, 
not  (ubniltting  to  the  righteoulhefs  of  God  :  But 
the  believer  rejeftsthis,  and  owns  with  the  church, 
I(a.  Ixiv.  6.  We  are  as  an  unclean  thingy  and  all  our 
righteoufnefs  are  an  filthy  rags.  The  believer  fees 
his  righteoufiiefs  all  ragged.  He  fees,  here  one 
duty  wanting,  and  there  another  entirely  a  hiiffing, 
\vhich  •  makes  his  righteoufiiefe  no  better  than  a 
ragged  coat,  which  is  !iill  of  holes :  And  he  fees 
what  remains  to  be  all  defiled ;  there  is  fbme 
wanting,  and  what  is  not  fo  is  filthy.  The  beft 
fall  ftiort  of,  and  are  entirely  deficient  as  to  the 
praftice  of  fome  duties;  andiilthinefs  adheres  atid 
'  cleaves  to  what  they  do  perform :  Therefore  they 
renounce  their  own  righteouftiefs.  (4.)  Believing 
or  faith  in  Chrift  renounces  all  foreign  relief,  I 
mean  relief  from  other  things  befides  Glirift.  It 
will  not  truft  to  privileges,  to  faints,  to  any  crea- 
ture. If  any  would  entice  believing  finners  to  fol- 
low any  orfier,  then  faith  anfwers  the  tempter  as 
l^eter  did  pur  Lord,  in  an  addrefs  to  ^Chrift  himi- 
fd?y  To  whom  Jhall  we  go^  thou  hajl  the  words  of 
eternal  Ufef  Ndw  all  thefe  things  are  compre- 
R3  n       A     hen(^-' 
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hcn4ed  in  that  of  the  apo/lle,  H^ing^  ffo  confix, 
4ence  in  fhflefli  :  ^nd  therefore  we  find  hiff^  re- 
jefting  his  own  wifHora,  for  t^  excellency  of  the 
fci^owlegeofChrift  Jefus,  rejefting  jiisawn  ftrengtji, 
for  acquaintance  with  the  ppwer  and  efficacy  of 
Chrift's  death,  renouncir^g  his  own  righteoulhefs^ 
that  h«i  might  be  found  in  Chrift;  and  counting 
jJl  the  privileges  he  had  as  one  of  Abraham's  chil- 
dren, pne  in  covenant  with  God,  one  of  the  ftri^- 
eft  left  of  the  Jews,  to  be  bujt  ^ols  and  dung  for  afi 
intereft  in  Ghrift.  \ 

(2.)  There  is  in  beIi^^ylng  on  Chrift,  a  cortfei^t 
of  will  to  the  terms  of  the  goipel  as  good  an4  de- 
fireable.  And  whp  caf>  refufe  t^i?  lave  (iich  as  are 
)?lind  ?  The  Golpel  terras  m^y  be  reduced^  as* 
h^s  beien  hinted  jufl  ^ow,  to  three.  ( i  •)  Seek  npt 
felvation  from  that  which  cannot  lave  yo^..  Hgve 
no  confidence  in  the  flelh.  (2.)  Take  freely 
.  whatever  ye  need.  Need  ye  rigjbteoufiiefs,  or 
peed  ye  ftrengtb,  or  need  ye  wifdomi,  or  redemp- 
tion ?  All  thele  ye  may  have  freely  in  Chrift,  wlu> 
is  macje  of  God  to  all  them  tjiat  Relieve,  wifUon^, 
jrighteoulheis,  fanftifijcation  and  redeniption ;  in 
wijom  all  believers  hgyerighteouihels  and  ftrei>gth; 
in  'syhom.gU  the  ^ed  of  Ifrael  by  this  n^eans,  Ihall 
Jbe  juflLified  and  glprifiedi  f^is  i«  ?o  rejoice  in 
Chriil,  Jefus.  (3,)  Lay  out  and-  improve  what  ye 
receive.  Te  are  not  bid  Ipin  a  web  out  of  your 
own  bowels ;  but  ye  are  bicj  improve  what's  gi- 
ven to  you.  Ye  are  bid  yforfhip  God  in  (pirit ; 
ay,  but  'tjs  by  the  affiftance  and  direftion  of  the 
.ipirff  that's  given  freely.  The  will  clbfes.wiih 
tbefe  terms  as  good  and  agreeable:  And  who 
could  reifufe  to  do  fo,  were  there  not  in  him 
the  carnal  mind  that's  enmity  againft  God  ?  The 
worl4  can  conceive  nothing  more  reafonable,.  no 

terms 
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.  -ferms  more  €iiccRira^ng>  favourable,  arid  conde- 
iceoding  than  thefe  ;..tlKrefore  they  are  embraced 
as.  worthy  the  love,  gopdnefs,  meixry,  and  wifdom 
of<5oa.  •:    .. 

-   .  (3O  Herepn  there  cniucs.ad.acquiefcence  and 
reft  of  foul  in  Chrift  Jefus  for  (alvation.     The 
finner  is  no  more  tofs'd  in  perplexing  enquiries 
aAerja  laviour.     Now  it  fixes  upon  him,  accord- 
ing tcr  the  propofal  made  of  himfelf  ;r  and  it  will 
riot, Look  near  any  other thmg.    It  has  died  them, 
.atid  found  ho  reft  in  them.  Nowit  cdmes  whcne 
it  Ands  reft  ;   and  therefore  here,  the  foul  is  ia  b 
hlefi'd  compofure-    It  has  confidence  in  Chrift 
'.Jefus,  rejoiceth  in  him,  and  glories-  in  him.     if 
•jet)nfcience  challenge  for  fin,  it  pomts  it  tb  Chrift 
.  Jefu^,  and  lets  if  fee  what  he  has  done,  and  fecks 
na  odter  anfw^r  to  confoiehce.     If  the  threats  of 
thelaw  fet  themfelvcs  agaihft  the  finner,  he  gets 
in  bejiind  Chrift'8righteoufiiefstoflcreenhim,and 
licrfe.he  thinks  blmfdfiecure^  Therefore  he  will 
-not  betake  himfelf  toany  thing' elfe.  ,  He  refts  in 
*thte  asiafe;  ayid>%l^nQt  any  other  tiling  tofhel- 
'  ter;him  from  the  wrath  of  God,  to  fi[t  him  for  e- 
.^ety  good  word  aud  ^^ork.  Thus  we  have  opened 
np,  in  fome  meafure  to  you,  the  nature  of  faith, 
.'ft/jiciaitry  Ui  order  to'  our  ptr^lent  defign.     We 
.. proceed  now:, 

.V/  To  enquire  what  this  fa  vation  Is,  w^ich  ft 
convinced  finner  bclieying  orf  the  Lord  Jefus 
XJirift  Aall  affuredly  obtain.  Upon  the  formv 
-Veri<fc  we  did.^bfetve,  that  tbi§  word  is  taken  in  a 
riak  Anie,  not  oitlyfor  a  deliyecan^^.from  evils, 
bijit  for-Hi/coUatioft  of  good' things:  That.is  plaior 
ly,  it  takes  in.  all  tb^t  i^requifite  in  order  toreu^- 
ifisiier  th^.  fitin^r  in. rharvbippy'. condition  whence 
•Ari^ra  H\p.m. ^veai  io  p .4  better ; .' fo  tk^j fatyx- 
,    R4  •    tion 
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tion  and  eternal  life  do  not  much  difi^.     Now 
,,here  I  fhaU.firft  enquire  wbstialvation  tiiustakea 
implies,  and  then  name  ibmepf  its.  properties. 

As  to  the  firft,  falvation  implies  thefe  three 
particulars,  tp  which  ail  others'  may  be  eafily  re* 
duc'd.. 

1 .  Deliverance  from  wrath.  Sin  deftrves  wrath  1 
The  finner  lees  it  a  coming,  and .  feels  its  begin- 
ning, which  makes  him  flee  for  refuge  from  tbc 
.wrath  to  comfc.  Thus  it  was  with  the  ^aylor  in 
the  text:  He  was  like  a  man  going  abroad,  who 
foels  the  begihnings  of  a  bitter  ftorm^  and  j&es'the  ^ 
douds  gathering,  which  p6rtends  a  heavy  deluge; 
and  not  being  able  to  abide  the  very  begyinings  qF 
It,  he  timeoufly  betakes  himfelf  to  a  covert ;  fce 
luns  to  feek  (helter  from  the  ftorm.     So  thisa- 

'  wakened  finner  feels  Ibme  of  the  drops,as  itwere, 
of  the  wrath  of  God  in  his  face  already;  and  he 
knows  he  is  not  able  to  abide  any  more,  and  there* 
•fore  cries  out,  Whatmuji  Idotohefjivcd?  Whciie 
ifhall  I  get  (helter  ?.  And  here  his  queftibn  is  an- 
Avered  %  Believe  6n  the  Lord  Jefijs,  und  thou^jbalt 
befaved.  He  will  flcreen  thee  ftohi  that  ftorm  of 
iwrath,  that  has  begun  to  fall  down  with  fo  great 
violence. 

2.  It  implies  a  title  to  life  eternal.  The  man 
would  be  happy;  and  how  he  fhall  be  fo,  he  caix- 
mot  tell.  •  He  fears  he  may  never  attain  to  it,  and 
this  pains  him.  Once  man  was  on  a  fair  way  to 
eternal  life;'' but  now  he  is  far  out  of  it,  and  ne- 
ver like  to  obtfeiin  it.  This  makes  the  poor  awak- 
ened man  (hiver,-and  cry  out;  IVhat  mufl  J  d^  to 
'hefaved?  I  cannot  think  of  falling  (hort  of  hap- 
pinefs-:  how  (Hail  I  come  at  it  ?-  Believe  on  the 
Lord  JefuSy  and  thoujhdlt  befaved.  There's  the 
AnfweV :  thouXhalt  have  a  title  toetemal  tile ;  for 
1-1..3     •  .   u  \  he 
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he  that  believeth  the  record  th^  God  llath"jg?ven 
of  his  (on,  putteth  to  his  leal  that  God  is  true. 
And  this  is  the  record  that  God  hath  given  of  his 
ion,  that  there  is  life  eternal  in  him,  and  that  He 
that  hatf^  the  fan  hath  life;  i  John  v.  n,  12.     . 
3.  It  implies  a  foil  pofl^on  t)f  this  life  eternal, 
and   perfeft  deliverance. '  iVhat  mufi  I  do  to  he 
faved?    How  (hall   I  get  out  of  harm's  way,  be   , 
jneet  for,  and  be  aftuailypoflSlfed   of  th^t  inhji- 
ritance  that's  incorruptible  and   undeHIed,  aiid 
fades  not  away  \  Believe  in  the  Lord  JefusChrill, 
and  tliou  (halt  be  faved  t   ye  (hall  be  made  meet 
for,  nay^  put  in  aftual  pofleffion  of  this  blefled  in- 
heritance, and  faved  from  all  di^fe '  dangers  that 
ly  in  the  way.     Ye  Jhall  he  kept  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith  unto  falvation^  and  fhall  receive 
the  end  of  your  fait  h^   even  the  falvation  i>f  your 
fouls y  I  Pet.  i.  5,  9.     Thus  have  we  given  fome 
account,  tn  the  general,  what  falvatibn  impiie^. 
"We  (hall  now  proceed  to  give  fbme  accotinr  of  lis. 
properties,  whereby  we  fhall  fee  further  into  its 
nature. 

Many  prc^rties  ofthisfalvation  might  be  nam- 
ed and  infifled  on  ;  were  it  needful  we  fhould,  en- 
quire into  jthem  all.  I  fhall  fatisfymyfelf  to  narrie 
and  infifl  a  little  on  a  few  of  the  more  confiderabte 
properties  of  it.     And 

I .  *Tis  a  great  falvation.  So  the  fpirit  of  God 
cxprefly  calls  it^  Heb.  ii.  2,  3.  If  the  wordjpoken 
by  angels  'was  Jiedfaji'y  and  every  tranfgreffion  and 
di/Qbedieifce  received  a  juft  Tecompemce  ofrf^ardy 
Jionv  Jhall  we  efcape  if  we  neglef^  fo  great  falva- 
ticH^  which  at  frrft  began  to  be  fpo%6n  by  the  Lord, 
and  was  •  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard 
him?  And  indeed  \(  we  (hall  take  a  view  of  H, 
we  iholl  find  it  deferves  the  title  or  chara^^ 
.0  ,  given 
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giyaenbfit.  ,  *Ti^  c^lkd  great  falvatioii,  and  it 
is  lb,  .  , 

( I .)  In  rcgartd  ^  its  contrivance.  'Tisi  not  a 
thing  that  fells  oijt  by  chance,  without  any  pro- 
jeft,  forecafl:  of  foreijthougbt :  No,  but  'tis  one  of 
the  deep  contrivances  of  heaven. ;  ^Tls  the  mafter- 
picce  of  diving  wiftloni^  There  was  much,  wifdom 
in  the  cwitriyancp  of  the  worid,  mack  in  the  cre^. 
"  tioaof  man,  much  appears  in  the  works  of  provi- 
dence :  but  infinitely  more  in  this.  The  mani- 
iold  wifilora  of  God  is  do  be  feen  in.  the  (aivation 
of  the  church,  £ph.iti.  lo-  .  Wifdom  Jies  in  pro- 
pofuig  right  ends  to  one's  felf  in  a£ling,  and  find- 
ing oi|tand  ufingifiilmble  m^ns,  and  ordering  all 
the  circumftances  Oif  i^if^ion  to  the  beft  advantage. 
Now,  ^11  thefeparts  of  wiClom  are.  eminent  in 
this  fiilvation.  ~ 

._  Nev^r  was  there  a  more  noble  end  dian  what 
GodMd  in  thefal^atioa  of  the  church  J  (i.)  What 
more^itable  to  God  than  that  he.fliould  glorify 
his  jmercyand  grace,  the  only. attributes  which 
before  the  fall  of  man  had  not  been  glorified 
11^  any  remaifk'ai^  rhftahce  1  God  hB4  made  his 
.  in^Qitewii^loni,  P<>^'^  andgodhead.  Legible  in  the 
creation  of  the  world.  His  ihoral  perfeftions  were 
<opied  out  in  tbe.ftnila  of  men,  andln  thenature 
of  angels.  Thence  one  might  leara,  .thatGod  w^s 
'glorious  in  holinQfi,gQodne/s,  bounty,  jufUce,  and 
'»ail  other  moral  perfeftions :  but  .allithij'while  there 
was  no  veftige,   po  footftep  6f  miercy ;  nor  could 
.tb^re  be;,  till  ORce  fm  entered  into  the  world. 
-Vindiftive  juftice  was  eminent  in  the  miferable 
jftate  of  fallen  angels,  who  werejyftlyplung'd  in- 
^|o  reraediiefe  ruia  and  deftruftioh  y  only  mtrcy 
j(eem*d  vail-d  and  hid.     There  was.  nothing  by 
•^iFbioh  thi?  darling  attribute  cbuld  be  .  known, 

or 
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or  God  recttive  any  gloryoirthe  accitftit  it^it.  It 
ip^as  not  £een  in  either  die<worJ^  of  et^tnitm-  <»r 
providence  :  nay,  there  fedmy  by  th^fe  no:  room 
fbr  it ;  imce  upon  fupponttonof'the  fal}^'  where 
only  there  was>8|ccefs  for  k,  B^c  door  f^ttc^A  per- 
fefliy  (hut  againft  its  appdaranca,  by  the  percmp- 
torincfi  of  the  threatening.  In  the- day  thou  eatejl 
thou  Jhalt' fur ely  die.     And  indeed  man  had  all 
the  reafbn  in  the  work)  tobeiicve  it  flioaldbefb, 
.  not  only  from  the  veracity  of  God,  "but  from  the 
»  (ad  and  lamentable  proofof  God's  liolyfirvferity, 
that  was  given  in  the  ruin  of  the  angels  that  fm- 
ned.   (2.)  What  more  worthy  the  great  la^ivcr 
of  the  TVorld>  dianto  make  it  appear  to  the  con- 
viftion  of  all,  that  the  laws  heat  firft  fram'd,  were 
cxaftly  fuitfid  to  the  ends  of  government,  the  glo* 
ry,  the  fefety,  the  comfort  and  peace  of  the  fub- 
jefts,  and  the  honour  of  the  governor?  This  end, 
(urely,  if  any  other,  was  worthy  of  God  the  law- 
giver of  ihe  world ;  and  this  he  had  m  view  in 
the  (klvaticdi  of  the  church;   and  this  he  obtains 
by  this  means.    Thedaedience  of  the  fbn  of  God 
proclaims  that  'tis  man's  honour  to  obey :  the 
peace  that  his  people,  when  renewed  by  hi^- grace, 
do  find  in,  obedience,  ppocl^ms  it  their  intereft  to 
obey;  the  pain  they  fiifferin  the  ways  of  fin, 
(peaks   all   the  calumnies  caijt  upon   the  ways 
and  laws  of  God,  abominably  faKew    <3.>  What 
end  more,  fuitable  for  him^  who  had  undertaken 
the  proteftion  of  his  (ubje^s,  which  is  unquefti- 
pnably  a  part  of  a  governoa's  bufme(s  and  work, 
thap  to  give  an  craihcnt   proof  of  his  abilities  for 
defeating  the  moft  crafty  'and  fubtil  plots/  and 
brisaking  the  greatcft  force  of  his  and  his  pcbplc*3 
enemies  !    And  this  is  done  in  a  fignal  manner, 
in  the  iilYattion  of  the  church.    (4.)  What  more 

(uitable 
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:iuitabk?end  for  himK^who  had  all  the  jarring  cle- 
^m^itffto  manage^  ail  the  oppofite  tendencies  of 
rthtogs  to  govern,  anddireft  to  one  common  end, 
^than  tQ  give  a  proof  of  his  wonderfulfldll  in  recon- 
-cUingthe  feemingly.  oppofite'  and  irreconcilable 
.  -intece^s  of  juftioe- and- mercy  !    Never  was  there 

aaJ^  end  more  noble,  more  fiiitable  than  that 
/whicfc  God  had  in  view,  in  the  contrivance  of 

this  lalvation.    He  defign'd  to  complete  the  dif- 

♦  covery  he  g&ve  of  his  attributes,  to  honour  his  laws, 
ito^expofe  the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  his  great  ene- 
my>  to  (hew  his  glorious'  wiftlom  in  compofing 
the  greateft  dificrence,  reconciling  the  moft  feern- 

-  ingly  crofe  and  irreconcilable  interefts  of  julKce 

•  and  ,nicrcy.  .       . 

♦.     'Thus  we  fee  the  end  was  wife  :  nor  were  the 
m^ans^  and  ,the  timing  of  the  hicans  left  C>.  Much 
.  of  wiiHom'  was  there  laid  out  in  fitting  the  perfbn 
of  the  redeemer,  to  open  a  door  for  the  ^orifica- 
tion  of  the  grace,  mercy  and,  love  of  Gody  to  re- 
pair the  honour  of  "God's  law  and  of  his  authority, 
to  baffle  Satan's  power  and  policy,  and  to  recon- 
-cile  and  amicably  corapofe  the  oppofite  interefls 
,  of  ipotlefi  jufticc  aiKl  tender  mercy.   Much  of  wif- 
rdom  (hines  in  timing  of  this  difeovery,  and  in  the 
.  application  of  it.     Well  might  it  be  called  mani- 
/fold  wifcJom  that  fliines. herein.     And  juflly  may 
^  that  (ahration,  which  is  thus  wifely  contrived,  be 
•called  great,  in  relpeft  ofthat  ^wifdorn  which  did 
•contrive  it.  .  ^ 

(2.)  This  is  indeed  a  great  filvation,  and  can- 
-norbutbefo,if  wecpffifider  the  author  of  it,  God, 
the  great  God.  Htit  is  who  contrived,  and  claims 
the  honour  of  the  accompltfhment  of  tfiis'work, 
of  the  felvation  of  the  church  as  his  due :  and 
this  honoui'  is  given  him  cordially  by  all  thofe  who 
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are  fiivcd.  They  rind  theftiftlves  obliged  "to  own ; 
all  other  things  unable  Fqr  conniving  or  for  isiFe*  - 
ftuating  a  work  fo  great  as 'is*  the  (aivadon  of  lift-- 
ners.  In  vain  is  Jalvation  looked  for  from  ihe' 
hills  f  and  from  the  multitude  of  mountains  i  in  ihe^ 
Lord  alone  is  the  Jalvation  ^f  his  people y  -Jer.  iih 
23.  And  this  lacknowledgment  of  the  chturch 
is  confbnant  to  that  declaration  which  God  gives> ; 
Ifiu  xlv.  21.  There  is  no  God  elje  hefide  mcy  a 

juji  God  and  a  Saviour y   there  is  none  hejide  me. 
All  the  perfonsof  die  glorious  Trinity  havfe  their  ^ 
diftinft  -hand  and  concernment  in  this  (alvsrtion/; 
The  firft  propolal  is  owing  to  the  love  <^f  the  fa- 
ther, theaccomplifhment  of  it  to  the  fon,  and  the  * 
application  of  it  to  the  Ipirit.     Sure  it  muft  be  a- 
great  woi^k  indeed,  a  great  falvation  thatbufied*- 
the  thoughts  of  the  Wefled  Trinity  from  all  eter- ' 
nity,  and  employed,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  their  handsf 
in  dme.     And  fuch  is  the  falvation  we  (peak  of*  •  : 
(3.)  'Tis  a  great  falvation,  if  we  confider  the  way 
of  its  accompliihment,  the  m^ans  wliereby  it  is 
brought  about ;  and  theife  were-  the  wonderfulgreat' '. 
condeicenfion,  of  the  Soh  of  God,  humbling  h»m-- 
felfIbfar,asto  take  uponhimthefbrmofa  fervanf,^ 
finful  man,  Phil  ii.  4  7.  his  inexprefflbly  gf^  • 
fufferings  in  Todl*  and  body,  iind  the^ceedtng 
greathefsofhismighty  power  p6t  forth  in  theap- 
{dication  of  -thefe  great  things  ^hich  ^vere  pur-' 
chafed,  jiot  with  things  of  fb  finally  price^j^Ko-in-'' 
confiderable  as  filver  or  gold,  or  ftich  ebr rup^ble^ 
^ofs,  but  wththeprtcioufs'Mo^^fChrifty  iPetv* 
i.'iS.i  •    '    '•  '     .'...::  'Ti 

.  (4.)  'Tis  great  falvation,  if  we  confider  the' 
raianncr  of  its  -publication.    God  himfclf  brought^ 
the  firfl  news  of  it  to  Adam,  iind  dwJ  afterwards^ 
upon  ieveraloccafions^  carry- en  the-difcovery,  by 
•  .-  >  adding 
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t^^s  of  light  to  •  ky '  9S-  th®  Various  pccafions  of 
tb.e.pip(MrjCkdKi  ^^q^iNy r/^^<  ii4  2,.3«.  But  that 
wh^b  is  moft  r^oift^italpleyandof^reateft  conilde- 
raiH>(i)is  thft^  the  poblkation  of  this  was  a  part  of 
thefwciH-k  which  ^  h^n^^  Gocly  whik  tabernacled 
a|i^E)gd  itveD>  tos^k  to'^in^lf;,  he.Mrent  about 
pleaching  £iivatipnr        , 

(,5^.>  This  falvatlon  4efi3rv€S  Co  W^alW  great, 
if  we  t^e  a  view  0fthef  great  e^viis  we  are  hereby 
^li}}erate  arid  fiived  from*  (i.)  Hereby  ive  arefav- 
e^  (torn  great  poihxions,  We  are  all  by  nature  as 
bi^ck,  as- filthy  as  j^ell ;  we  hav^  by  fin  debafed 
ourie^ves  to  hell:  we,  are  (b  flithy  that  God,  the 
holy  God^  eaiKUiK-  looic  upo»  us  without  aUior- 
«rfnp9  >  we  are  abooiiiiace  by  the  holy  aogels,  and 
even,  by  oiarfelveSi  wh^ii  our  eyes  are  opened. 
Th^ejis  i<>  imich  gltlvnefsi  10  every  ftnaer,  as  is 
fuffi/Qietit  to  n>ak^  hiitk^  loathe  himfelf^  if  he  but 
f^w  Jumftlf.  J^bf} v(?J)pbad  as  great  a  teflimony 
g^ye^hitU'byGpdy  the  beAjadgeias  ever  man  had, 
yet  loaithes:^^  abbprs  hinifelfi  when  God  lets  bim 
fee-tfajmleif.  MufV  i^ot  that  be  gtea^t •ftlthine&  that 
makes  npt  onjy  Go4>  tb^  holy  God^  loathe  man; 
biit.eyea,  finful  p^jjut^  tnajeiaboihinate  himfelf  ? 
Ao4:is  it  not  a>gre%t  |ftlv^iOQ  to  be  (aved  fix>m  la 
great  filth^nefi^  iSyneitis..  'Tisapfilthine&that 
the  Ori tre  and  fbpj9  o^.  human  endeioi vour$«  has  many 
tii^^beaa  tri^  YJ^Hi:  but  to  no'|)ui?po(e.  !  No> 
thi^g-canrWafli  out  tl^e.  ftaiabutdie  blood  of  God-: 
ai^dto  be  i^y^d  fr<^  fucb  filthineis^is.a  mercy  of 
no  fmall  confideration  :  'Tis  indeed  great  falva- 
tioi>.  (2.)  'Tis-fiUvfttiQiii^om  thegmkof  fih.  Sin 
carries  in  it  an  ot|lig$tJtion  to  j^unlfls^eot.  Rom.vm. 
u  It  ties  fin  aQc^  piAni/{in3teJfit  together;  and  con- 
fequently  is  lik^H^Ar^^gQhain  w^jFebjrthefinner 
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is  bound  to.deflru£Hph/(a  fkft  f&at  ief  cidlfiotgee 
away,  from  it.  •  He  is  tied  to  hell" ;  and  fiire  when* 
one  liads  hfmiblf  thus  knit  todeftpu^ioii^  he  wilt 
think  it  I  a  grtat  lalvation  to  be  (aved  from  ir,  x<S 
have  jhis  koot  loofed.  (3.)*'T}8'felvation  ftoiri 
the. dominion  of  fin,  Sin-is  a  great  tyrant^  and 
unpoies-  a  mafli  heavy  a^d  u^ltoferable  yoke  'u|ioak 
all  its  vaflals,  ,  We  may  ifee  ^bar  a  tyraat  it  isy 
b'y 'the  many  tragical  events  with  which  the  world 
is  daily  filled*.  ;We  fee  fbmer  kit>gdoms^  Ic^d  im. 
blood,  ^fotne*iaY«ilies  buried  ill  contempi;  fom©. 
men  ruined  'in  'their  reputation,  others  Jrii.  their* 
bodies,  othfitft  in  their  eftates  j  and  if  we  enquire' 
who  has  dwie-all  this  milchiefj^  wefball  find  that 
fin  has  done  At  all .  It  has  mstde  4>ne  part  of  a  i\2,^ 
tion  imbrue  their  hinds,  in  <theii'  n^ighboitrs  blood;*- 
it  has  hurried  men  upon  thefe  foolifh  and  hurtjfuf 
praftices,  wJidreby  they  have  ruined  their  fatuiiies, 
their  eftates,  their  names,  their  fouls,  their  bodies. 
Sure  then  ialvatron  from  the  reign  and  do(niinian» 
o£  this  iafu^rable  tyranty  deferves  to  beftii'd.great 
ialvatidn.  \  (4^)  *Tis  faivation  from*  thefnoleftingt 
power'of  the  remainders,  of  fin  that<tweUs  in  be-^ 
Uev^s':.  and  this  is  great  iaJvition.-  So-  grievous 
are  the  workings,  flirfings,-  moti<xie  of  thi€^eae*t 
niy,.that  it  makes  thechildfeA  of  Gbd  many  times* 
look' upon. the'mfelye^  as  ^^etched,  and  cry  out 
with  the  apoftfev  Rom.  ;tii.  2:4^  Oaut etched  man 
that  I  am;  'who  Jhall  deliver  me-  from  the  body  of 
this  death  ?  And  to  be  freed  from  that  which 
makes  a  man  account  hiitifeif-mlferable  and 
wretchjed,' is  certainly  a  great  falvation.  (;j.)'Titf 
falvation  from  the  wrath  of  Cod ;  and  hotw  great 
a  mercy  is  this  ?  Who  knows  the  power  6f  his 
wrath  I  And  who  knows  .how  great  a  deliverance 
it  is  to  be  f^ved  firom  «he  wrath  to  corned    -St^cb 
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piily  KT^tti^who  taveth'^r- eyes  open,' to  (ee  the 
danger  they  are.  ill  from  the  imminoKy  of  ^the 
%vl)^ri\viad  of  the  Lord's  anger,  that  goes  forth 
v4th  fiiry,  g^d  falls  with  pain  upon  the  head  of 
the  wicked.  (6.)  *Tis  (alvation  from  Satan's  fla- 
very  :  and  fure  to  be  faved  from  his  flavery  is  a 
great  falvation  ifideed«  He  rules  in  the  diildren 
of  difobedience:  and  ^here  he  reigns  he  never 
treats  one  of  his  flaves  better,  than  he  did  >  that 
.poor  child,  of  whom  we  have  an  account  in  the 
Ev^elifts.  He  tak^s  them  and  tears  tbem,  and 
bruifei,  theniy  throwing  them  fometimes  into  the 
firci  (ii(i4 fimetimes  into  the  watery  Matt.xvii*  14, 
Mark  ix.  17.,  LukQ  ix.:  39.  H^  runs  them  iJito 
very  di^qr.ent  evils.,  fire  and  water,  but  eqiiialiy  de- 
Ih-uQdye  to  their  life*  And  to  be  fivicd  from  (uch 
treatment,  from  ftch  an  enemy,  i$  (urely  a  great 
jQUv^jtipp ;  and  will  eafily  be  acknowleged  iiich,  by 
all  whQ  know.how  great  a  mi&ry  it  is  to  be  under 
liich  a  yoke.  (7;,)  'T\s  falvation  from  J  he  fting  of 
d^Mhj  aud  frpm  the  fear  of  death.  We  read  of 
ioya^  tbjit  all.  their  lifetime  have  been  in.  bondage 
ihrgtigk  fean  of  deaths  Heb.  ii.  15.  Where 
'li^Jik^wife  declared  a  part  of  Chrift'Js  undertak- 
ing,; to  cjeliyecfiicht.  foraffnuch  then  as  -the  chiU 
dr^nare,partakersofflefh  and  bloody  he  alfo  htm-- 
fplf  Ukfwifc  took  part  oftbefamey  tbatthrft  death 
ke^m'ght  defiray  him  that  had  the  power  ofdeathy 
that  isy  the  devil ;  and  deliver  thdn  who  through 
f(?ar  of  .death  were  all  their  lifetime,  fidje^.  to 
konJage*  Whoever  tjakes  a  view  of.  thefe  evils, 
whic^  this.ialvatioh  and  deliverance  has  a  reipedr 
feo,  cannpt  but  own  it  a  great  ialvation. 

(6.)  To  add  no  more  confiderations  for  the  il- 

luftrationof  this  properly,  itmuft  be  owned  to  be 

^.grt^t  ialvation»  if  we  coaftder- what  are  the  ad- 
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advantages  that  fblloyr  upon  our  deliverance  from 
thefe  evils  mentioned.  I  only  name  a  few  of 
them,  (i.)  Ihfteadbf  theft  filthy  robes  which 
finners  are  naturally  clothed  in,  they  are  clad  in 
ganrlents  offalvatioriy  garments  of  right eoufiie/s* 
I  willy  (ays  the  church,  Ila.  Ixi.  10.  greatly  re* 
joice  in  the  Lordy  myfoulfhallbejoyful  in  my  Cod: 
for  he  hath  vlothed  me  with  the  garments  offaU 
vationy  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  ofrigh* 
teoufnefsy  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himjelf  with 
ornaments y  and  as  a  bride  adorneth  herfelf  with 
jewels,  (2.)  This  falvation  has  in  it  a  title  to  a 
noble  inheritance.  Guilt  is  the  finner's,  the  un* 
iaved  wretch's  title  to  wrath ;  it  makes  it  fiire  to 
him :  but  (uch  as  are  (aved,  are  made  fbns  upon 
their  believing,  John  i.  ta.  AndiffonSy  then  heirs ^ 
heirs  of  Gody  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrijly  Rom. 
ill.  17.  (3.)  They  who  are  partakers  of  this  fal- 
vation, are  put  under  the  dominion  of  grace. 
They  are  not  under  fin,  but  under  the  dominion 
of  grace,  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  where  grace  bears 
iway,  there  is  indeed  perfeft  liberty.  Faith  work- 
ing by  love,  is  the  (pring  of  all  the  obedience 
they  perform  to  thele  commands  which  are  not 
grievous,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  plealan't,  and 
have  not  only  a  great  reward  in  the  illue,  but  e- 
ven  in  the  time  wherein  obedience  is  performed 
to  them ;  fee  Gal.  v.  6.  T.  John.  v.  ^.  l^rov.  iii. 
17.  Pfal.  xix.  II.  (4.)  the  fpirit  dwells  in  all 
believers y  and  abides  with*  them  for  ever,  i  John 
iv.  1 3.  Rom.  viii.  9.  And  hereby  a  relief  is  pro- 
vided againfl  that  uneafinefs  that  arifes  from  the 
remainders  of  fin  here;  for  through  the  (pirit  be- 
lievers do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body^  that  fb 
they  may  livey  Rom.  viii.  1 3.  And  by  the  a- 
bounding.  of  the  fruits  of  the  fpirity  they  are 
S  brouijht 
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brought  to  that  frame,  that  fpirhua]  -mindednefi^ 
which  is  life  and  peace,  Rom.  viii,  6.   And  not 
c^ly  is  there  by  the  indwelling  of  the  (jpirit  pror 
vifion  thus  made  againft  the  remaining  power  of 
indwelling  fin  here  j  but  moreover  hereby  there  isi 
aflurance  given  of  foil  freedom  from  it.     The  Ipi- 
rit  will  at  length  entirely  cleanfe  the  foul ':  and 
he  is  the  earneftofglory,  of  thatftate  where  be- 
lievers are  entirely  freed  from  Cn,  2  Cor.  v..  s*-  It  - 
is  by  him  they  are  fealed  to  the  day  of  their  final 
and  complete  redemption  fi-omfin  in  alL  its  con- 
cernments, filth,  guilt,  reign,  power  and  being, 
Ephef.  iv,  30.  (5.)  Inftead  of  wrathy  under  which 
the   finner   was  lying, .  by  this  (alvation   he    is 
brought  into  a  ftate  01  favour  and  acceptance  with 
Cod  through  ihe  beloved,   Ephcf.  i.  .6.  Inftead  of 
war  with  heaven  they  have  peace  \  for  behigjufti* 
fied  by  faith  they  have  peace  wth  Gody  Rojn.  viii. 
I ,   Aijid  of  how  great  qonfideration  this  is, '  the 
Plalmift  well  underftood,  who,-P(al.  xxx.  v.  tells 
us.  That  in  God's^ favour  is  life;  and  Pfal.  Ixiii. 
3.  That  his  loving  kindnefi  is  better  than  life,  (6.) 
Satan's  flaye  is  plased  upon  a  throne^  by  this  Jhl^ 
vation :  and  is  not  this  a  great  privilege  ?  Sure  it 
is :  anxj  this  is  the  j?rivllege  of  all  overcomcrs, 
and  iuch  fliall  all  believers  be.    Ta  him^hat  bver^ 
.  Cometh  wili  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne  i 
even  as  I  alfo. overcame ,  and.  am  fet  down  with 
my  father  in' his  thronefK^v/m, penult.  (7.)  In- 
flead  of  feared  death, .  everlafiing  life  Jhall  be  the 
privilege  of.  the  nati<,n  of  them  that  are favedy 
John  lii.  36.   He  that'hel^ev^th  on  the  Son  hath  r- 
hjerlajtifiglife :  and  het^-.wp.  may  hold^  All  words 
are  for  ever  loft:  who  cad  tell  what  life  this  is  ? 
'  A  life  of  Gc)d,  a  life  of  cbmfor^,  a  life  of  promife 
in  heaveii  j..and  Cich  a  life  for  ever.    May  we 
*  ;.  '  not 
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D^  coBclud^  fltomi  the .  whole,  Thc^t ; Aid  fiJvatlv 
Oi>,;  which  is  th§  iooatriYance  of  ib  gi^catwiftjom^ 
Jjas.  fpNgreat  ^n  wthoi*  as  Qod,  19  brought  about 
by  £0  great  megna,^  proclaimed  by  fti  great  ai  per. 
IpHf.^  the  only  beggrflteri  of  the  Father^  frees  from 
So  gi^eat  &w]^^f  and  entitles  tp  (b  gr^at  biefEngs^  is 
indeed  a^eat  {atvatioAj  Proceed  v?c  how  to  a 
1/5?  Property  of,  this  feivationu  As  it  isupoa 
the  fliceouBt^  meintioned>  axid  nor  a  few  others^'  a 
great  (alvation,'fo.Kk0Wife  id  it. a  complete  ial vat ii 
OiJFH  k  is  C2\\sA  faha6on  to  the  utiermofiy  Hcbi 
vfi.  25.  ^  /x  abh  tQfavt  them  U  the  uttertnoft 
that^eme  ytnto  God  by  him,,  Nowiihe  cohipletef 
ntfe'trf  this  falvgti€in'  we  may  take  up  in  four  par* 
tioilarl^.  (i.)  It  is  falvatiori  fr6in  all  evils.  Itii 
not  only,  as  we  did  at  length  make  appear  under 
the  former  hfead,  falvarfon  from  mahy,.frorn  great 
evils;;  but  ist  is  lalvatioti  from  all  evils.  It  extends 
td  all  forts  of  evlls%  AVe  might  mention  many 
i(brtl$' of  evils;  tot  they  arc  all  eaCly  reducible  ib  . 
two>  moral  evils  or.  fins^  peaal.jeviU  or  puniflit 
ment.  Now  this  falvation  extends  to  Jbodi.  Jt is 
,  filyation  from  all  fin :  The  Blood  of  Jefus.  Chrift 
^k^nfith  from  all  fifty  i  John  i.  7.  It  is  juftiiica* 
tioli  from  all  things^  Afts  xiii.  39.  Bt  it  knovm  ia 
you  thtreforeyfiun  and  brethren^  that  through  this 
man  .is  preached  unto  you  the  forj^iicnefs  vffim  $ 
and  by  him  all  that  believe  are  jujhfied  from  alt 
thihgf^  from  which  ye  could  not  bojufiified  by  thh 
haunoj  Mofis,  And  if  we  be  faved  fi"Qm  all  rrio-i 
ral  evils, '  (alvatioix  from  all  others  follows  iii 
'Cour(e.  (a;)  It. is  falvation  from  all  dcgrees;of  all 
tfaofc  evilsw..  It  might  have  e-^tended  to  aU/forta 
©fiTEVils,  and  yet  not  have .  compreheodicd;  a  deli«» 
vcranqe  from  all  degrees  of  them :  but  it  is  coxn-i 
pletft.  iiL  tids:r^{peft;  as  the. blood  of  J^fus  Ghfift 
•  ^  S  2  .  cieanf- 
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clcanfeth  froin  all  (my  fo  it  cleanfeth  from  every 
degree:  it  deanfeth  fully.  As  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
is  able  to  fubdue  all  jdn,  (b  is  He  able  to  fubdue  all 
fin:fiilly.^  In  a  word,  Chrift  makes  thorough 
work  of  it ;  and  fuch  as  do  believe  (hall  be  faved 
from  all  their  fears,  from  all  their  enemies,  from 
all  their  fms,  and  all  their  forrows;'  Chrift  will 
prefent  them  without  Ipot  of'  wnnkte  or  any  fuch 
thing.  Ko  ftain,  no  blemifti  (hall  be  left  on  them 
before  he  have  done  >Vith  them.'(3.)It  is  coniprc- 
hcnfive  of  all  ipiritual  blefSngs,  nay,  of  every  good 
thing ; .  God  will  give  grace  and  glory  ^  and  he  will 
withhold  no  good  tiing  from  them  that  nualk  uf- 
rightly,  Pfal  Ixxxlv.  1 1.  And  believers  arc  iaid  to 
be  blefed  -with  aU Spiritual  hkffings  in  Chrift  Je- 
-jus,  Ephef.  i,  3*  (4.)  It  comprehends  all  thefc 
bleffings  in  their  perfeftion.  While  in  this  world 
the  enjoyments  of  the  faints  are  not  compfete; 
but  they  fhall  be  fo  ere  it  be  long.  Grace  will 
I  ripen  into  glory.  That  whickisiin  part  will  be 
done  away,  and  that:  which  is  perfea  will  come 
in  its  room. 

'i^dly.  This  is  a  fuitable  falvation.  How  fiiit- 
able  it  is  to  God,- we  have  hintied  already;  and 
therefore  I  fhall  only  name  a  few  things  which 
may  ^  evince  its  ,congruity  xo  fuch  poor  fmners 
as  arc  convinced  of  their  need  of  (alvation.   And, 

(i.)  This  iaWtion  is  exceedingly  (uitaWe  to 
fuch  a  poor  finner,  becaufe  it  is  near^  One  that 
is  in  a  great  extremity,  to  tdl  him  of  a, remedy  ii) 
jfome.fer  countrj',  at  a  great  diftance,  will  rather 
iiicreaie  than  help  his  4i(quietment;  Such  a  re- 
medy, may  lie  lay,j  is  fufficient,  but  bow  fhall  it 
be  got  ?  who  will  bring  it  to  -me  ?  and  may  I  not 
be  dead  and  gone  before  it  arrive  ?  So  might  the 
convinced  finner  lay*  Did  we  tell  him  of.  a  Sa- 
.' ,-  ;     ;   '  .  vi- 
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viour  that  ^vere  to  be  met  withal  in  jbmc  remottf 
country,  or  aft^r  the  courfe  of  j(bme  years,  his 
perplexity  would  hereby  be  increaied:  his  cafe 
requires  fpeedy  refief ;  it  will  not  admit  of  Jong 
delays:  and  this  (alvatlon  is  exadly  adapted  to 
his  condition  ;  as  the  apofUe  fliews,  Rom.  x.  6. 
The  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  Jpeaieth  on  this 
^ife^  Say  not  in  thine  heart f  WhoJfBall  afcendinto 
heaven  (that  is,  to  bring  Chrijl  down  from  above) 
or,  who  Jhall  defcend  into  the  deep  (that  iV,  to 
bring  up  Chrift  again  from  the  dead?)  8.  But 
what  faith  it  P  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy 
mouthy  and  in  thy  heart,  that  is  the  wdrd  of  faith 
which  we  preach,  That  ifthoufhalt  confefs  with 
thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  fhalt  believe  in  thine 
heart,  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
thou  fialt  befdved.  This  (alvation  is  near  in  the 
oilct- ;  it  is  near  in  its  advantages.  As  the  offer 
brings  it  clofe  home;  (b  the  advantage  of  it  is 
prefendy  to  be  obtained.  The  jay  lor  foon  got 
eafe,  and  fo  may  every  convinced  fiilner  in  thq 
lame  method  ;  he  may  obtain,  if  not  prefcnt  la- 
tisfaftion,  yet  prefent  lafety. 

(2.)  This  (alvation  in  its  terms  is  iuited  to  the 
needs  and  defires  of  a  convinced  finner.  He  can- 
not purchafe  falvation ;  therefore  falvation  freely 
offered  is  (iiitable  to  him.  If  money  were  requiff 
cd  of  fiich  as  come  to  the  market  of  grace,  the 
(inner  would  never  look  near  it :  but  when  all 
that  need  are  bid  come,  and  take  and  have  all, 
without  money  and  without  price;  then  he  finds 
a  market  to  his  mind,  (alvation  according  to  wifti, 
perfectly  fuch  as  he  would  have. 

(3.)  It  is  (uitable  in  its  nature  to  his  wants.  As  ' 
it  is  (alvation  upon  the  very  terms  he  wifhes,  •  lb 
all  the  bleflihgs  he  needs  are  to  be  had  upon  thefe 
S3  n       \  ^*^^*^^^' 
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terms •:  n^e^s  'he  pardon?  li<i  niay^h^eiti  needs, 
<he  r.epentahce>  he  may  bave  it.  In  a  word,  ■  if  ht 
^ecds  grace  i3r' glory,  he  may  Have  them. 

(4.)  l*he  feeurity  dFeted  i&  fiii table  to  the  very 
^clefires  of  fuch  an  one.  T4ie^ convinced  finiaer  rS 
.npw  deeply  fenfible  of  the  concern^  moment,'  and 
importance  of  iS^ivatibnj  ahd  fherefdi^  he  would 
*not  willingly  hazard  it  upon  a  fmall  fecurity;  He 
W011I4  not  venture  fb  much  upon  feme  weak  pro 
>bability,  he  would  have  the  higheft  fecbr-ity  in  this 
matter,  whk*i  is  oTthe  higheft  importance.  And 
^hat  greater  futurity  can  he  defire  for  his  falvati* 
'Qn,  than  God'^  <!Ovenantand^rOmMe  confirmed 
by  hi€6ath? 

/i^hlyy  Thi^  (alvation  is  C2i\ed'et)ernal Jahathn, 
Ifa.  xlv.  17,  But  Ifrael /hall  be  jiived  in  the  Lord 
wth  an  everlaJHng  falvatton  r  ye  Jhali  not  be  a^ 
p^mned  nor  confounded  world  naithout  end.  And 
we  are  told,  Heb.  v.  9.  That  Chriji  being  made 
ferfe^  through  fufferings y  is  become  the  author  of 
iternulfah^atlon  unto  all  them  that  obey  him*  It  is 
eternad  falvation  upon  a  tb'eefcAd  account,  (i .) 
It  is  falvation  eternal  in  its  defign  and  contriv^noCy. 
the  fruit  and  jproduft  of  everlaftlng  love.'  'The 
fSfher's  drawiug  finriers,  in  time,  into  a  compli*- 
^nce  with  the  -terms  of  falvation,  is  the  fruit 
of  cverlafting  love,  Jer.  xxxi.  3,  The  Lord  appear-^ 
ed  of  old  uht&  mey  fiy'ingy  Yea^  I  have  loved  thee 
with  an  everlafting  love ;  therefore  with  loving 
,  kindnefs  haije  I  drawn  thee,  (2.)  It  is  everlafU 
ing  fiilvatioii,  becaufe  it  is  falvation  from  ever- 
laftlng evUis.  He  thnt  believes  not  Jhall  be  damn-^ 
edy  that  is,  as  the  Spirit  of  God  comments  upon 
It  elfewhere,  he  fhall  be  pun' [he d  with  eyerlafting 
de/iru^ion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord y  and  the 
glory  of  his  poivery  2  ThefT.  i.  9.  (3,)  It  is  eternal 
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■falvation,  becaufe  it  entitles  to,  and  puts  man  id 
pofleffion  of  ettjrnal  bleljings.     He  that  heliev 
eih  on  the  Sen  hath  everlafting  life^  John  iii.  36.' 
Thus  have  -we  fteh  what  this  falvation  is,  iii  it- 
"  fblf,  and  in  its  properties.     We  "proceed, 

VI.  To  demonftrate  the  truth  of  the  doftrine, 
That  filth  as  do  betake  themfelvesby  faith  untOy  or 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift y /halt  ajfuredly  be 
Javed:  and  this  we  make  good, 

I .  From  the  eternal  and  immutable  purpofe  of 
*God,  that  he  that  believes  (hall  be  laved.  Great 
contefts  there,  have  been  among  chriftians  about 
the  decrees  of  God;  but  fcarce  ever  any  yet  had 
the  confidence  to  allcdge  that  God  had  not  de^- 
creed  this.  Such  as  will  allow  leaft  to  the  de- 
crees of  God;  are  forced  to  own  that  he  has  pur- 
•pofed^in  himfelf,  that  he  that  believes  (hall  be  fav- 
ed:  and  when  God  has  purpofed  fo,  )vho  can  con- 
tradift,  ^^  who^'^r^n  niake  him  fall  /hort  of  what- 
ever he  has  purpofed  ?  Since  it  is  unqueftionable 
from  the  revelation  that  God  hatK  made  of  his 
will,  that  he  has  purpofed  the  falvation  of  all  that 
do  believe,  it  muft  of  neceffity  be  fo  t;hatfijch  /hall 
infallibly  be  faved.  Could  any  beKever.fall  fhort 
of  his  happinefs,  of  the  falvation  which  God  ha^ 
purpofed  in  himfelf  to  beflow  on  him,  it  mufl 
flow  from  one  of  two;  either  a  change  in  God's 
purpofe,  or  God's  falling  fhort  of  his  intent:  but 
neither  of  the  two  can  poftibly  be.  (i.)  As  for 
God's  purpofe,  it  mufl  of  neceffity  be  unchange- 
able like  himfelf;  He  is  Cody  and  changes  ^  noty 
Mai.  iii.  6.  Sho  ild  God  change,  he  would  lofe 
his  natpe  I  dm  that  I  am.  Upon  this  ground  it  is 
that  the  wife  man  fays,  Eccl;  iii.  14.  I  knoiu  that 
V)haten)er  Gad  dothy  it  fhafl  be  for  ever,  God  is 
Xhz  father  of  lights y  *ivith  uuhom  there  is  novariP' 
84  ablenefSf 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


a  So  Mafias  Recovery    '        Part  H. 

ahknefSf  neither  Jhadow  of  turnings  James  I.  ly. 
That  man  is  changeable  in  hii  purpbie^  flows 
from  his  weaknefs,  and  from  his  ignorance  of  e- 
vents.  His  purpofes  are  founded  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition,  or  at  mofl  a  probability  that  things  (hall  be 
fo  and  fo;  and  when  things  fell  outotherwife 

'  than  was  expefted,  man  niuft  fiiit  his  purpofes  to 
the  ftate  of  things^  But  the  matter  is  far  other- 
wife  with  God,'who  doth  not  therefore  purpof^  to 
a£t  fb  and  fb«  becaufe  he  feeth.  fuch  things  Avill 
fall  out;  but  things  fall  out  fb,  becaufe  pod  pur* 
pofed  in  himfelf  that  they  fhould  fb  fall  out.  AU 
things  are  wrought  by  him  according  to  the  coun« 
(el  of  his  own  v^ill ;  and  known  to  him  are  his 
works  from  the  beginning.  Again,  man  changes 
his  purpofe,  becaufe  he  knows  not  at  firfl  what  is 
befl  to  be  done ;  but  the  matter  is  nothing  fb 
with  God.  (2.)  As  for  the  event  of  the  purpofe, 
that  muft  be  infellible;  God  cannot  f^l  fhort  of 
his  purpofe,.  if  we  will  take  his  own  word  ^  on  it. 
The  grafs  ivitherethy  the  flower  fadethy  but  the 
word  of. our  God fhall  ftand  for  ever^  Ifa.  xl.  8. 

,  And  again,  I  am  Gody  and  there  h  none  eljhi  I 
am  Codf  and  th^e  is  none  like  me  /  declaring  the 
end  from  the  beginnings  and  from  ancient  times 
the  things  that  are  not  yet  done;  faying^  My 
counfel  fljall  ftandy  and  I  will  do  all  my  plea  fur Cy 
I(a.  xlvi.  9,  IP.  And  well  may  he  fay  he  will  do 
fb,  fince  none  is  able  to  refift  his .  wJU ;,  he  that 
doth  it,  muft  firfl  grapple  with  omnipotence.  The 
Lord  of  hofls  hath  purpofedy  and  who  Jhall  difanul 
it?  his  hand  is  fir  etched  outy  and  who  fhall  turn 
it  back?  Ifa.  xiy.  27.  If  he  works y  who  can  let?  Ifa* 
xliii.  13.  None  can  ft  ay  his  handy  or  fay  unto  him. 
What  dofl  thou  ?  Dan.  iv.  45.  What  is  then  pur- 
pofed  by  God  muft  be  iiifallibly  certain,That  fuch 

as 
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as  do  by  Cut}!  betake  thejnfelves  to  Jefus  <:;hrift, 
fhall  be  faved. 

2.  The  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the  propiifc  Is  en- 
gaged for  it:  (b  runs  the  promife,//e  that  belieyes 
jhal\  befaved.     When  a  man's  purpofe  is, not  de- 
dared,he  is  indeed  accountable  tohlmfelf  for  any 
change  or  alteration  of  it,  but  not  to  others ;  but 
if  he  declare  it  openly,  e(pecially  if  he  turn  his 
purpole  into  a  promife,  in  that  cafe  he  is  brought 
under  a  more  public  and  (blemn  tie  to  ftand  firti^- 
ly  to  what  is  engaged.     So,  had  this  been  a  pur- 
pofe  concealed  in  the  breaft  of  God,  if  I  may  fo 
(peak,  however  he  himfelf  ftiould  have  been.eii- 
gagedfor  its  accompliftiment,  yet  we  had  in  that 
caie  nothing  to  layi  but  God  by  his  promife 
makes  hinifelf  a  debter ;  fuch  is  his  condefcepfion 
to  his  own  creatures.     God  cannot  fuffer  a  believ- 
er to  fall  ftiort  of  falvatioh,  as  matters  are  now 
ftated,  unlefs  he  thereby  fall  into  diigrace  and  con- 
tempt; which  is  as  impoflible,  as  it  is  for  him  to 
refign  his  godhead.     Certain  therefore  4t  is,  upon 
the  account  of  the  promife  of  God,  that  a  loft 
finner  betaking  himfelf  by  faith  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  fhall  be  laVed.     This  will  appear  indeed 
of  great  weight,  if  it  be  confidered,     (i.)  That 
there  is  not  only  a  promife,  but  a  covenant.    ( 2.) 
That  this  covenant  has  feals  appended  Xo  it,  f9r 
the  ratification  of  it.  (3.)  That  Chrift  is  the  fure- 
tyof  this  covenant.     (4.)  That  all  the  blefEngs 
promifed,  afe  bought  by  Chrift  at  no  lower  jate 
than  that  of  his  own  lilood.     (5.)  What  he  has 
purchafed,  he  made  over  in  a  teftanuentary  way, 
by  way  of  legacy,  to  believers.     (6.)  This  te^a^ 
ment  being  confirmed  by  the  death  of  the  tefta- 
tor,  there  is  no  altering  of  it.     (7.)  The  holy 
Spirit,  \f  I  may  fo  Ipcak,  is  left  e:2tecutor  of  his 
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Jitter  wHl;  thtrtfore  it  is  utterly  impoHible  that 
any  believer  (hould  mifs  of  falvation.  Thefe  things 
we  have  only  named,  becaufe  we  haften  to  the 
improvement  of  this  truth ;  which  we  fhall  come 
to,  after ^wc  have  handled  a 

■2'd  Argument  for  prbof  ofthe  truth  under  con- 
fideratlon,  and  that  is  taken  from  the  experience 
,of  foch  as  do  believe.     And  ^ecau(e    this  argu- 
ment is,  it  may  be,   le(s  underftood,  therefore  I 
'ftiall  infift  fbmewhat  the  more  largely  upon  it. 
That  I  may  prove  it  certain  that  believers:  are  (av- 
cd,  from*  experience,  I   fhall  enquire,   x.     fFhat 
'if  is  thatjicch  as  do  believe  experience?  2.  How  ive 
knoxv  that  they  dofo  P  for  their  experience  figai' 
fies  nothing  to  us,  unlefs  it  be  made  known  in 
^(iich  away  as  may  give  it  fome weight, 
'  -  As  to  the/r/?,  we  fay,   (i.)  All  bdie vers,  at 
"death,  do  attain  the  full  pp/TefGon  of  this  great,  com- 
"plete,  fuitable,  and  eternal  falvatiofi :  they  enter 
ipto  reft,  being  conduced  fafe  to  glory,  by  the 
'g)orious  captain  of  his  people's  falvation.    But 
this  is  not  that  which' we  principally  defign  to  in- 
fift upon,  as  an  evidence  of  the  .certainty  of  the 
falvation  of  fuch  as  do  believe:  wherefore  we  fay, 
<;a.)  That  fuch  as  do  believe,  even  in  this  life, 
have  fome  experience  of  this  fiilvation  upon  their 
believing  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     We  do  not 
fay  indeed,  that  all  believers  have  the  fame  de- 
grees of  experience,  or  can  give  alijcc  diftinft  ac- 
count of  their  experiences :  but  this  we  (ay,  That 
aU  who  do  believe,  •  Upon  their  believing  have 
-fbme  experience;  ^nd  fiich  as  are  diligent,   and 
do  carefully  improve  that  fjjirit  which  is  given 
'  themi   whereby  they  may  know  the  things  that 
are  freely  given   them  of  God,  may  underftand 
in  fbrae  meafure,  -if  not  all,  yet  moil  of  the  expe- 
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riences  we  fhall  mcntion.Ye  majreafily  undcrftand, 
from  what' hath  been  at  great  length  difcourfed 
to  you,  that  this  falvation  comprehends  a  delive- 
rance from  evil,  and  a  grant  of  all  that  is  good. 
Mow  we  ftiall  name  (bme  e^^periences  that  believ- 
ers upon  their  believing  obtain,  both  of  the  one, 
and  of  the  other. 

( 1 1)  Then,  fiich  a<  do  by  ftith  receive  Jefts 
Ghrift,  upon  their  believing  have  a  graciou§  expe- 
rience of  a  begun  deliverance  from  wrath. '  Wherp- 
as  before  their  believing  they  were  under  fears  of 
wrath,,  and "  faw  themlelves  in  imminent  dangi^r 
of  inevitable  rtiin,  Co  that  they  were  much  dis- 
quieted; how,  upon  their  "believing,  they  find 
fomething  of  a  blefledctfhn.  True' it  Is  iftdeed, 
they  do  pot  always  prefently  find  reft,  fiill  'reft 
I  mean  ;  yet,  upon  their  reception  of  Chrlft, 
there  is  eVer  fbrtie  beginnings  of  reft,  and  fome- 
what  of  a  begun  deliverance.  |rom  thefe  cruciating 
and  tormenting  fears,  which  formerly  did  appeair 
mtolerable.  The  cafe  of  a  believer,  at  fuch  atimi^, 
may  be  like  that  of  a  man,  who,  falling  over  a 
dreadful  precipice,  gets  hold  of  fomething  whicli 
he  is  fure  is  able  to  fupport  him :  Rich'  an  one, 
though  he  be  in  fbme  degree  free  frotti  that 'dread- 
ful fear  which  he  was  under,  may  yet  be  under 
fome  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  his  oM'^n  inabi- 
lity, to  hold  the  grip  he  has  gotten.  Jiift  fo  is  it 
with  a  poor  ccjnvinced  finner :  at  (bme  times,  be- 
fore Chrift  is  dilcdvered,  he  ts  in  the  mpft  lament- 
able cafe  imaginable;  he  finds  himfclf  falling 
headlong  into  ruin  and  mifery,  and  this  frights 
him  terribly ;  he  fees  the  pit  beneath  him,  arid 
fods  himfelf  haftening  thither;  and  therefore  is  iix 
a  dreadful  conflernation,  while  diere  is  nothing  ' 
but  a  fearfiil  looking  for  of  wrath  and  firey  indig- 
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nation:  while  he  lain  this  caft,  Ghrifl  is/diicover- 
cd  to  him;  he  fees  him  fufficient  to  (ave  him, 
an4  underftands  on  what  terms  he  may  have  him; 
he  is  pleafed  with  them,  and  lays  hold  onChrift; 
and  thence  there  enfue  Tome  beginnings  of  reft, 
though  he  may  ftill  be  in  (bme  fears  that  he  may 
lo/e  the  grip:  and  this  begun  deliverance  from  the 

V  fears  of  wrath)  is  a  pledge  of  that  full  and  com- 
plete freedom  which  he,  has  ground  to  expeft. 
(2.)  Sinners,  upon  their  believing  on  the  Lord 

•  JefysChrift,  have  fome  experience  of  begun  faVoa- 
Hon  from  the  dominion  of  Jin.  The  law  of  the 
fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  makes  them  free^  in 
fbme  meafure,  from  the  lav)  of  fin  and  deathy 
Roin.  yiii.  2.  I  know  indeed  there  may  be  great- 
er C9raplaints  of  fin  after  believing  than  ever,  and 
it?. power  may  be  felt  more  than  formerly;  yet 
every  one  that  truly  doth  believe,  has  (bme  expe- 
.rience  of  a  begun  deliverance  from  the  reign  and 
dominion  of  fin.  However  fin  may  make  more 
*Air  in  the  (bul,  yet  it  has  riot  fo  much  power  as 
formerly.  Now  there  is  not  that  willing  compli- 
ance with  it,  as  formerly  there  w^s,  in  all  its 
commands :  now  its  title  is  dilputed,  its  commands 
are  rejefted ;  and  when  any  of  them  are  complied 
.withal,  there  is  a  forc^  put  upon  the  foul  in  its  fo 
doing. 

(3,)  They  experience  fome  beginnings  of  a  de- 
liverance from  the  guilt  and  filth  of  fin  in  their  ap- 
pi'oaches  to  God.  Before,  when*  they  heard  of 
.God,  they  were  like  Adam  ready  to  run  away 
and  hide  themielves:  they  were  afraid  to  look 
him  in  the  face: .  but  now  they  begin  to  feel  fome 
more  confiwknce  in  their  approaches  to  God. 
They  draw  near,  and  are  not  fo  frighted,  nay, 
they  have  fome  hopes  as  to  the  i/Tuc  of  thefe  their 
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approaehes  to  God.  Thelc  and  many  fuch  Expe- 
riences of  a  begun  falva^ion  froni  evils  have  all  be- 
liever?, if  they  would  beat  pains  to  obfervethem. 
(4.)  They  likewife  have  fome  experiences  of 
the  freedom  of  Chrift's  fubjefts.  They  find  a 
freedom  in  the  fervice  of  God;  it  becomes  hatur' 
ral  and  cafy  to  them.  They  find  not  obedience 
(6  hurtfiil  as  once  they  thought  it ;  nay,  now  they 
find  a  delight 'and  refrefhment  in  it,  which  is  in- 
deed fbmething  of  the  beginnings  of  that  fatisfa- 
aion  \Vith  God's  likenefs,  which  is' to  be  com-' 
pleted  fully  in  heaven. 

(5.)  They  experience  many  times  the  begin-  • 
nings  of  heaven  in  fome  refrefhing  taftes  of  the 
gracious  communications  and  intimations  of 
God's  love  to  their  fouls.  In  fine,  all  of  them  u- 
pon  their  believing  do  experience  in  lefs  or  in 
more,  Chrift  as  their  hope  of  glory  in  their  hearts. 
Some  dawnings  of  hope  there  are  in  the  darkeft' 
and  moft  difconfolate  believer  that  lives:  for* 
where  there  is  no  hope,  there  can  be  no  ufo  of 
means;  it  is  hbpe  of  fuccefs^  that  is  the  Ipring  of 
aftion. 

Thefe  and  many  fiich  experiences  do  even  the. 
weakeft  believers  fome  time  or  other  find.  That 
they  are  not  more  clearly  difoerncd,  to  the  com- 
fort of  fuch  as  have  them,  is,  pafl  all  perad ven- 
ture, in  a  great  raeaftire  owing  to  their  own  ne- 
gligence and  want  of  obfervation.  Now  thefo 
things  are  evidences  of  the  truth  under  confidera-' 
tion.  When  finners  upon  their  believing  do  ex-, 
pcrience  the  beginnings  of  that  falva tion  which 
God  has  promifed  them,  they  may  comfortably' 
and  without  any  hefitation  wait  for  its  coniplen- 
bn,  expefting  firmly  that  he  who  has  begun  that 
woik  wiU<^omplete  it,  tba^  he  who  has  hegan  the 
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accompUfliment  of  b;s  promifes  will  in  due  time 
fully*  accomplilh  them.  Now  thefe  experiences 
being  of  no  ufe  for  proving  the  truth^to  others, 
nnle&.they  can  be  known  fatisfyingly  by  them; 
We   fliall, 

Secondly y  (bew,  in  a  word,  how .  we  come  to 
know  that  believers  do  find  fuch  things  upon  their 
believing.     And  this  we  do, 

( I .)  By  the  account  we  have  of  the  experiences 
of  Ipelievers  in  the  word  of  God.  To  go  no  fur- 
^  ther  than  the  text,  who  more  frighted,  who  more 
terribly  ftiaken,  and  under  greater  horror  than  the 
'  j.ayior,  when  be  is  trembling  and  putting  the  que- 
fkion,  SirSy  what  muft  I  do  to  be  faved?  Well, 
_  what  becomes  of  him  afterward,  when  he  believes 
on  the  Lord  Jefus|  Chrift  ?  Look  to-'the  34/^  verlc 
pf  this  chapter,  and  there  we  fhall  find  him  rc- 
joking  and:  believing.  The  like  account  have  wc 
of  thefe  who  vjQVt  pricked  in  their  hearts yMid cri- 
ed, puty  y  men  and  brethren^  what  muft  we  do?  A& 
ii,  3:7.  As  perplexed  as  they  then- were,  yet  upon 
their  believing  the  ft  ate  of  their  affairs  was  per- 
feflly  altered  ;  fcfr  they  did  eat  their  meat  with 
g/adne/s  and  fixiglenefe  of  hearty  praifing  Gody  aid 
having  favour  with  all  the  people y  ver;  46,  .47. 
'  (2.)  We  may  know  this,ias  from  the  teftimony 
of  God,  lb  from  the  teftimony  of  believers  in  our 
day.  Though  there  be  but  few,  yet  we  hope 
there  are  not  wanting  (bme,  wbp  will  readily  and 
(^heerfially  give  in  their  teftimony*,  to  ..the  fame 
truth,;  and  own  that  upon  their  believing  they 
taye  had  (bme  experience  of  th^  things  menti- 
6acd>  and  of  not  a  few  which  we.  feave  not  men- 
tioaed.  '  ,  . 

!  -  (3O  Though  tbey-ihould  hold  their,  peaccy  yet 

i  we.  mighc  ^ven  with  jwr  eyo^.fte  the  tradi  0^ 
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what  is  aflerted.  Have  we  not  fometlmes  feen 
fbme  gracelefs  and  even  profane  wretches,  *wha 
have  been  mad  upon  their  own  ways,  ftopt  in  their 
progrefs  and  career?  lias  not  the  Lord  (haken 
them,  and  filled  them  with  his  terrors  ?  And  has 
not  this  courfe  of  believing  calmed  them?  Have 
they  not  viCbly  been  delivered  from  thele  fears  of 
wrath,  which  had  gone  to  fuch  a  degree  ?  Has  it 
iiot  been  clearly  ften,  that  they  were  freed  from 
that  dominion  of  fin  under  which  they  formerly 
lived  ?  .Surely  thele  things  are  obvious  proofs. thilt, 
upon  beliisving  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  fiich 
peffbns  have  been  made. partakers  of  fome  begin-, 
nings  of  this  great  falvation,  and"  that  as  an  ear- 
neft  of  the  whole.  Several  other  things  might 
have  been  added  for  proof  of  this  great  truth;  but 
palling  them,  we  fhall  now  come  to  make  fbme 
praftical  improvement  of  this  great  truth. 

In  the  improvement  of  this  truth,  \Ve  ihall  firft 
draw  (bme  general  doftrinal  inferences;  and  then 
proceed  to  trial,  which  will  lead  us  into  a  more 
clofe  and  particular  application. 

Is  it  fb  then,  That  a  convinced  finner  believ*. 
ing  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  fhall  afTuredly  be  fav- 
ed?  Then, 

J  •  AVe  may  hence  infer,  7hat  faith  is  a  mgjt 
valuable  hleffing.  Well  might^the  apoftlc  calT.it 
precipus  faiths  i  Pet.  i.  i.  for  not  only  is  it  pre- 
cious in  itfelf,  but  it  is  untpe^kably  fb  in  i^fpeft 
of  its  confequents.  It,  like  a  chain,-  draws  Chriflr 
and  all  his  purchafe  after  it:  it  is  big  with  many 
and  great  mercies^  There  a^re  great  and  precious 
promifes  fraught  with  the  great  and  precious  blef^ 
fings  of  the  gofpel,  nay,  with  Chrifl  himfelf;  and 
precious  faith  lays  hold  upon  the  promifes  of  the 
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life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  of 
grace  and  glory,  and  m^kes  them  all  ours. 

2.  We  may  fafely  hence  infer  likewife.  That 
the  preaching  of  the  word  is  a  great  bleffing ;  fincc 
faith  comes  by  hearings  and  hearing  by  the  word 
of  God.  The  whole  of  this  the  apoftle  plainly 
enough  declares,  Rom.  x.  13.  Whofoever  Jhall call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  JefuSy  Jhall  hefaveL 
How-  then  Jhall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have 
not  believed?  and  how  Jhall  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  not :  heard f  and  how  Jhall  they 
hear  without  a  preacher  ? 

3.  Then  we  may  infer,'  that  fuch  as  do  believe, 
whatever  their  circumftances  may  be  at  prcfent, 
are  in  an  unfpeakably  happy  condition.  They 
have  an  intereft  in  the  great  falvation ;  and  what 
lofFes  will  not  this  compen(ate  and  make  up? 
How  rich  are  they,  who  have  heaven  and  all  the 
means  leadmg  to  it,  as  theirs  ?  They  have  a  good 
title  to,  and  fhall  at  length  be  aftually  poflefled  o( 
that  rich  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,  Jam. 
il.  5,  Hearken y  my  beloved  brethren^  hath  not 
God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  worlds'  rich  in  faiths 
and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he  hath  promfci 
to  them  that  love  him  ? 

4.  AfTurance  of  falvation  is  attainable.  If  fal- 
vation be  (ure  upon  our  believing,  then  we  may 
be  fully  afTured  of  falvation  ;  for  one  may  know 
certainly  whether  he  believes  or  not,  whether  he 
be  content  to  accept  of  and  clofe  with  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms.  This  is  not 
only  knowable,  but  if  may  be  more  eafily  de- 
cerned than  rnoft  do  apprehend.  Were  we  but, 
with  any  meafure  of  feriouftieft  and  concern,' turn- 
ing our  eyes  inward,  we  could  not  but  know  how 
ouF  hearts  ftand  affected  toward  GhrHl  and  the 
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terwards.  ../'t  •;/ 1     • .       -  .  ,.        '     '      • 

,  5,  J^i:fcycfaiii|ej4Jf,6|£h  isAot  thciijea^ditioa  of 
falvadon,  or  at  te^rrdiat  Y^hich'  foai)4s  our  title 
to  it:  for;  w}Kjev«r..bjelieye$  OisA\  W^r/Sbved-  If 
oace  a  pcfrfon  beiicyfc?,  thertxhje'bas  ^;right  givca 
him  by.  the  promift^qf  iQod  tofetetnah^vation. 
The  promJfe  of  God4o(b  not  rtidlb^Sj  ^Beiievef 
andiify^  fier/eyere  kt\tefievhig  tbeM.ya^a^l  b^fa^ 
ved;\bM  beheve  and^ye-fii^U  be.fap€4'j  -Oncq  lay 
bold  on  and  accepr-pfrjeftis  Ghrift .  foi>cialvation, 
and 'then  faved  ye.ftaUrbe.    r.     :    ^ .   vi    ' 

6..  We  may  ftfely  Infer- fro^o  thejdofti^'^e  infift- 
cd  Mpon,  that  unbelief  is  ftlf-murd|Br,:a«Kl:thaj:  of 
the .  worft  (prt.-  It  rnurder^  . th^  ^o^i  ^eternally. 
Hence  it  is  that  it .  i$  ,  fiid  .t^  be.a  ir^#5j^  the 
counfel  of  God  iigaiJTft.:one*Sf,felf,  iLi^jkeijyii.  39; 
But  the  Pharifi€S/{^d^'wyer's  reje€lpi^th€  cc^nfil 
of  God  againft  then^lpefy  th^  is^  to  jtfieir,  pwq 
ruiii:  and  ib  may  it;-M^id  of  evo^jSpV^lever^ 
hc.reje&s  thei  coun^l  of  GodlK>  hi$  Ofvn/deftruftrt 
on  and  rum,  r  The^r  tjiings :  we-  oi|ly  ;iaention ; 
and  now  we' fluU  proceed  ;•  i^V;  -    -   :     \ 

Tpkuprpve  this  doftrine  for  tri^li  Is  it  (b 
that  it  is  certain,  that  a  convinced -^nAer.  accept- 
"^g  of,.  Of  believing  on  the  LordJefysChrift, 
ihall^afliJ^ed|y  be  liyedf  Then*ali  who  woulci  bq 
laved,  are  nearly  concerned  to  try,  /wbetjier  they 
do  believe  or  notj  And /that  1  may  ftir  you  up 
to  thi&duty,  I  (hall  Isg^, before  you  fome  few  con- 
fidei-^tipns.   .  And,  ^  . :  •      '   .  . 

i;  Gonilder  th^  mon^ent  and,  importance  of 
the  matter.  It  is  a  trial  whereon  ,  not  your 
wojldly dilate,  nor  any  other  petty, temporal  con-^ 
ccrn. hangs;  but  your  life  lies  upon  it,  and.  that  e- 
vea  the  life  of  your  fouls.  Whef^  w^e.bid  you 
'     '" '        T         ,     '  '  ,  tr/, 
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fry,  whedicif  ye  be^cvie  6K'itor>  it  id  a$  mocb  as  if 
we  bade  you  try  ivbether  ye  (hall  be  damn«d  otf 
BOt.     UtihAmhi  the  diynn'mj^fih  by  wtay  of  e- 
minertcy;  all  dther  fms,  ^xAtbom  ^fh?$,  •'s»Ut'ftor, 
cannot  damn  thole  nt^io  iHreund^r  the  gondii 
but  diiis  dionf^  i»dl ;  fbr  hethatheReveth  ncft^fipoU 
he  danmedt    Faith  6n  the  mher  hand  ^il)  five* 
God  has  tadt^d  fktth  and  (alvation  together ;  and 
h  pafles^  ihi6  power  of  all  tb^^  devils  in  iifeU,  or 
men  apon  earth,  or  fin  in  the  heart/  to  birtiak  the 
Hnk.    No^v',  19  /not  Ais  a  matter  of  thegreatdl 
concernment?   Is  not  this  a  queftion  ^htoK  U 
worth  your  while  to  be  fetisJfied  about,  Whether 
ye  (hall  "be  (aved,or  whether  ye  ftiall  be  damned? 
•    2.  Cbftfider  that  ye  had  need  try,-  whe^'er  ye 
hiaVe^ith  ^i  liot;  fir  allmtn  have  Mt/aHh^  ^ 
Theff.  fii,  ^.  Indeed  I  confefs,  if  all  that  live  un« 
ider  the  gofjkl  liad  feith.,  there  wctt  left  occafion 
<br trying  it:  but  finceit  is  quite  otherwife,  -finoe 
there  are  feme  men,  even  within  the  verge  oFt^bc 
church,  Ds^^havefiot  ftith;  every  one^you  is 
c6frcernea,  .the  msftter  being  of  fiich  confequen^e, 
to  try,  whether  ye  be  amen^  thofe  wie^ed  and 
^nreafbnalJle  men^  who  Want  ity  and  fo  fliallbe 
damned,  oi^-ndt.    !Nay,  further,  ' 

3.  They  are  but  a  very  few  among  the  (wanm 
of  profeflbrs  i^ho  have  faith  ;  and  therefore  cer- 
tainly ye  are  nearly  concerned  to  try,  whether  ye 
be  ampngft  thele  few.  Our  Lord  tells  us,-  that 
few  (hM  be  fived,.'Luke xlit.  ij.  Many  arecaif* 
edy  but  fe^  chofiriy  Matth.  xxii.  14.  Tfaefefbre 
there  are  few  bdievers;  fiVr  all  believers  al^  fiiVed 
and  chofen;  and  none  fliall  believe  buf  they 
who  are  chofin  to  falvation  through  Jan^ifitation 
X)f  the /pint  andhillefof  the' truth.  Nowisitnot 
the'great-cdncemment  of  every  one  of  you  to  be 
-  '  •  put. 
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PdrtU:        hy  Fdih  in  Chrift.  t^i 

poiltkigjtbequeftioiiioyoiirJelves,  Am  I  among 
the  ftw  vrho  beHeyc  :aid  fliali  b^  fived,  or  am  I 
not?  If  we  iboiild  teU  yoa,  that  before  ye  go  from 
this  bottfey  God  would  ifaifce  fbinc  one  of  this  jsif^ 
femUy  dcftd^  evsiyosie  would  b<  &nxiQu$  to  know 
if  he  were  the  perfbn:  ahd  now  when  we  tdl 
youy  that  the  greater  pact  of  this  aflembly  havii 
nothing  betwixt  them  and  hdl  but  ihat  brittle 
tUng  lift;  were  ix  not  wry  proper  that  everyone 
fiioald  pat  the  tjaeftion^  Am  I  among  the  few 
diitt  believe  and  ihall  be  fiived ;  or  among  the 
many  who  believe  not,  and  coni^uendy  flidl  be 
dammed?  Seella.  liii.  i. 

4.  x:k>n(lder  that  many  have  been  deceived  in 
this  matter.  They  have  thought  chat  they  had 
filth;  andvothers,  it  is  like,  have  thought  To  con-* 
Cprninff  them ;  and  yet  it  has  been  ibund  quite  o-» 
tfaerwite  in  the  end.  The  Laodiceans^  thought 
tfaemfelvesrich,  andincremfeinuiih^oois^  and  that 
they  flood  In  need  ff  mthingy  l^«  iii.  it.  while 
in  the  mean  time  4iey  were  poor,  wretched,  mi-^ 
firable,  blind  and  naked.  And  ottr<Lord  teUs  us^ 
Ijfot  every  one  that  fays  j  tord^  Lordy  fiall  enter 
hfto  the  hingdom  ^f  heaven^  but  he  that  doth  the 
nvill  of  my  Father  vfhich  is  in  heaven,  Matth.  to.' 
ai.  Think  ye  that  ye  dp  believe?  Well,  otb^ra 
have  fb  thought  likewife,  and  have  been  miftak- 
en;  and  may  it  not  be.  fi>^  with  you?  and  if  it- 
may,  have  ye  not  reaibn  to  put  the  matter  to  tri* 
al  ?  efpecially  cpnfidcring, 

5»  That  a  deceit  or  miftake  in  this  matter  is  of 
the  worft  confequence  imaginable.  I  might  enu^ 
merate  not  a  few  of  the  bad,  deftruftivc,  and 
frilling  con(equences  of  it:  J>ut  I  (hall  only  name 
three.,  (i.)  It  makes  men  negleft  an  oppormni- 
qr  that  is  never  to  be  recovered  again...  Opportu- 
'      T  i  ni. 
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Bity  id  drawn 'witha  haifytfOEcffont/andb^  be- 
Jiind  :.'and  fure  if  in  any  thir^  ♦the  embiem^was 
ligoiiicant,  ^  is  hbre.  Men^  wbife  under  the'go* 
fpel  di(penlition  of  mercy,  'have  in  opportunity 
of  Jtoaking  peace  wi^h  God,  and:of  fecuriog  thdr 
ft^rna^  concerns ;-  but  if  once^time'be  gone,thea 
there  is  no  more  accefi  for  iinxiers  to  treat  vith; 
God  ^bout  this;  matter.  Now!  a  miftaken  appre*. 
henfion,  that  one  does  beHeve^  when  really  he 
4pih  hot  £>,'  n^aJces  him  flightthk^oldea opportu- 
nity, thischQice:^(eafQn,  which  can  neverbe  rctriey- 
ed. .  Miny  think  they  .believe  ahicady,  and  fotput 
all  exhortations'  by  therafelves,  as  beiotigin9iD.or 
^rB,  aindnotto'them.  ,  (2i)  This  nflftatoB.?x* 
folesthem  tOia^confoundingdi&ppointment;  ..It 
buoys  them  up:  v(ith  bopes[:of iieaveh  and  iiap{M- 
n^(s^*  fills  theth.with  big  lexpefiations  of  gk^; 
%l^d  then. hurls  them  down,  headbng  into  the 
blackeft  djslpair^ into  inevitable  raifeiy.  (3.)  This 
miftake  brinj^.  upon  them  eternal  and  intolerable 
as  weU  as  irrioparable  iniiery;  It  matt  of  necefficy 
plunge  them  headlong  into  thrpit,  whence  there 
is  no  redemption.  It  is  not'one'd  appmhending 
kimft^f  to  have  &ith>  but  it  is  faith  k&if^that  faves; 
SJSfi  the  wan|:*.Qf  tt  inevitably  damns. 
J  6*  Confidjor  that  it  is.youc;  interefl:  to  piit  this 
matter^  to  jg  fair- trials  be  the  aflbe  what  it  will. 
Some  jof  yo^  it  is  like,-  may  think  otherwife;  .y^ 
n|ay(poflibly  apprehend,  that  it  is  your  intereft  to 
fleep  on  in  that  pleafent  dream,  that  ye  ha^^ 
fiiitb:;  bec^ufe  if  once  ye  put  it  to  a  trial,  and  it 
h^.  fqund  tha^t  y€  want  it,  then  jre  muft  take  ap 
\j>th  that  melancholy  conclufion>  that  ye.  muft  be 
diunned.  cTo  fuch  I  only  fay  in  a  word,  (i-) 
Tjiirisplea  yrece.  ipmething  reafonable  if  it  were 
ppflibk  for  y^UL  to  fleep  evjcr  da -in  this>  dream 


t. 

but 
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•but  this  cdhno«-be  fo.*'  Yi  ^x^ill  be'bfcJ%Vdr*e^^ 
'thdiigh  lihwillibg,  to  fee  and'*:^oW'^«foffc  it  bfe 
•long  whether  ye  hkve  -foith  "br'ilfef.*  ^C^!)  Yfe 
hiight  fey  fomet^Wng'fof  yicto'rfefvfe5>'ffit  ivere  im- 
pofBble  foi-  thdfe  ^d  wai«  fekh  ever  to  cdme  by 
4t;'bot  this  cantiot-^be  faid./  BUt^&Fthfer/' 1  addr, 
•either  y6u  indeed- httVB faifli^* or  yc 'Meant:  it:  tind 
which  fbcver  of -'Ihe  tV/o;bd  (kid/  it  if'^minMr 
your  intereflr  te  put"the«mtetter't6  a*  frial.  -'  •' 
if  ye  ^iiit  '■  feith>  ;theri  It  ^  •  ^r  intereft  t8 
"know  &  mbich  J'  Fofji  ^i  *>  Orie  i)f'fhe^gj'ea?teft'ihi^ 
pedimerit!^  \nll  be-tttiien  o)it  ctf  ftie'^way  of  ybi* 
believing;  N§lhik^'^fogrtet  a 'te-W  feith,  -as^a 
^ouridlefi  conceit  Chat  ohe  has^it^already.'  ^C^^.) 
flerebj^  lik€M^ye^wni'be»heIi[5af  td^f^  fhe  h^edT- 
fity  of&ith:  And  this,  (3.)  will  "^f'^port  the  di- 
ligent ufe  of  tfeef  i^n^  ?  and  whb  can  t^llbuf  the 
iffiie  ftiaLl!'b'6'toitifiii|tabJfe,  &nat^vKaf  isr^  \*r^t{n5; 
may  b€^niadef«p^'tT^|!6.''the^m€frdy,.d^'^t5<5d? '  I^^S^ 
'tontihue  uhd^inhis-'dctteit^y^  are^fertainly  hilneSj 


ybur^ntereft  t»i'brf6|;*it'  tb  %^^^i^>  (f -.'^  'ft©. 
fore  ye  try  and  finrf  that-y^hW-ftf!tJ^-;^e''^<^^ 
*e  cbAfcrt  iFih-'Safetyai4'de^d>Pefe»sTr6rn^he 
^ihg  of  feiift  f  Fof^'b^  th§t  bcJievfes^TMl  be-  five* 
bmfolid  peace  »i*^6mibrf^e(tati  from  the  kn6^ 
lege  ofduhd^^^-feMjf.' :  WKilfe'%'e  knbw  hot^tH^ 
ive  h^^fi?t"h,iw«  klibw  not  b&l  ffi^'^rj^th  'of-GoH 
^^y  be  abidingdnCus^  Vve  lno^5>fto«!t>ut-W  rt^^ 
;be  on  the  waj)(td5  ?teftFuiai6n^  'we  know  not  Ij^ 
^fe^LoiM  fnay:^i|Ju5'neit^oni;^fit  *int6  the^ pit : 
"^nd>^hat  ^con^brl,  v^hat  peace?  ^«  f€^%  haV^ 
in  fuch  a  C(ii?aiti<Mi?iw(^-.>*:\V'hii€lwfc.|S^  J¥>M: 
''^hatHve  have  faith,  God  gets  not  the  houourthat 
^  :  .  T  3  is 
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is  ufiqaeftfoKable  due  ^f>m  all  belwvers.  As  fiuth 
is  his  g^^y  fo  we  are  indlfp^fably  obliged  to  be 
tfaaokfiil  tp.him  jbr  it:  but  this  we  cannot  Be  till 
.once  we  knpw  tbit  w^  have  j&ith.  Thus  God  is 
jTobbed  of  the  g^pry  4^  to  bis  same  s  nay,  many 
times  he  is  fignally  diihondpreii,  by  belieyers  their 
denying  bis/goocUcf^  to  tli^m,  :|nd  refufing  to  ac- 
j^tnowi^c  w)|at  hev  i^s^s  wrought  in  th^m  and  fbr 
them.  In  qn?  .^ord^  it  is  eer^n,  fboner  or  Jater 
^  jmuft  tie  ii^ei^ived  in  fhia  q^eftion,  whether  they 
4o  believe  or.  t)0$;  thP  onl y  queftipn  is,  W^iether 
|c  be  opr  ihtereft  to  faie'-rotolved^ncfw^  when  there 
jts  acceis  to  rectify  what  is  found  amifi,  and  to  get 
what  upon  (ear<^ji^ibui^wantkig)  w  afterwards^ 
when  there  :is  ^  no-place  fat.  alt^riQgjatiy  thing  in 
79ur  cpndition  ? 

7.  The  authpnty  of  God  flioi4d  in  this  matter 
prevail  with  you,  2  Cpr.  s^iii.  5«  ixamheyour- 
Jilves  'mbctierye  he  inthefyiti)^  prpve yourimn 
filv€$\  kn^  ye  not  your  ^nfelvesy  h(m  M 
.JfsfiiS  Chrifl  is  in  ypH\  excefi  ye 'he  refrobatesf 
God  commands  exprefly,  hay,'49tibles  his  cpm- 
»ands  to  this  4ufy ;  whereby  lu^  at  pnc^  checks 
fi^  backwardn4efi  40  thedttQr,  c^  ^siinuapes  the 
iipportance  and  ^cceflity  of  i(t«  ^  : 
.  8.  To  add  no  more,  cpniider  tjifit  it  is  a  ftrong 
4vM^cfi  of  tt^e  waof  of  faith^  to  oe^efl  an  in* 
jquiry  after  it.  Sui^h  as  will  pot  ju^  themfelveSi 
;^aye  reafbn  to  ka^  that  diey  .foatt  t^  condemned  of 
the  Lord.  Such  as  have  fiiithy  will  <prize  it  high- 
Jy ;  and  iuch  as  do  prize  it,  will  think  it  wor^ 
tiieir  while  to  €nquire,whcthet:  they  have  it  or  not. 

$lnce  then  we  have  made  it  appear,  to  be  of 

fuch  n(!ar  and  deep  conoernmept  to  vou  all,  10  try 

fbia  mu^ri  I  ibaii  now  for  this  eii4 

•       I.  Set 
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u  Set  by  (ome  forts  of  fuerloos  amctng  yaOf 

who  without  all  ^oubt  are  unbel^yers* 

2.  1  (fiall  (hew  (bme  &lie  macks,  by  which  iome 
do  deceive  themfelves. 

3*  I  ihall  lay  down  iome  madcs. whereby  ye 
may  know  certainly  that  ye  do  believe*  Xow, 
of  tbefe  things  in  ordgr, 

Firft  we  fay,  we  iHall  fct  by  (bmc  perfons  who 
are>  paA  all  peradventure,  unbelievers*  There  are 
fome  men  whoie  fins  go  beibre  them  iinto  judg- 
ment. Some  unbelieyers  who  have,  their  name 
writ  upon  their  £>i;ehead.  It  is  needleis  to  talk 
of  a{»p^ing  marks  to  ^hem.  We  need  not  bid  a 
drunkard  or  a  Avou'er'  try  themielyes  whether  they 
believe  or  not :  we  may  tell  them,  plainly  i^iey  d6. 
not  believe,  and  that  therefore  they  s^re  under  the 
wrath  of  Goid*  Therefore  before  we  proceed  to 
deal  with  dole  hyppcrites,  whofe  fins  doiblbw 
after^^we  fhall  &t  aiide  (bme,  who  without  all 
doi^bt'want  faith,  and, therefore  if  they  contihuc 
iQ  dhat  eftate  (hall  be  ^damned.  .  And, 

2.'  All  of  you  who  are  srofly  ignorant,  iare  tp 
be  i]ec^ned  among  this  U)rt  of  peribns.  How 
many  are  there  in  this  houfe,  who  a^e  grofly  ig* 
iU)rant  of  Goid,  of  jefus  Chrift,  aiad  of  thcmielves  ^ 
who  know  no  mpre  of  thele  things  which  do  be- 
long  to  their  peac^,  than  if  they  had  been  bom 
in  Turkey?  Weare^ieved  tofindiucb  igjnoranc^ 
among  yoji,  Well,  O  ignorant  finners,wetcllyou, 
inGpd's  name,  yc  are, unbelievers.  If  we  (houl4' 
a/k  you,  when  we  come  to  deal  with  you,  on  a  fick 
bed|  or  a  death- bed,  do  ye  believe?  It  is  ftrange 
to  tjiink  with  what  confidence  you  would  tell,  you 
do  believe.  But  flatter  not  your  owii  (elves;  if 
ye  be  grody  ignorw^t,  believers  you  are  not,  you 
cannot  be:  For,  (iJ)  None  can  believe  unlels 
■   T  4  they 
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thejr  havei*  new  heart?  Siid  a/new'^ifit  given 
them  ;  feittf  being  a  fruit  of  the  fjjirit  in  a  renewed 
inan,  and  not' aftuif  of  the  flefli,  or  6? 'cor- 
rupt .unrenewed   nature;*  Kpw,   wherever  this 
new  Jreaft  l's,  'there  is  of  ncc^ffity  the'kn6Wl<^  of 
Cod*;  for'i'il^w  heart  iyz  heart  th  knovr  Cody 
Jer.  xxfar.  7.    (2.)  J^one  c^n  beUeve  who  know 
feof  the^r  n^ed  of  Chriflr.     The  -whole  need  not  a 
'fhyficiah  but  the  jfick.   '  NHrwill  fuch- as  da  not 
inbw  their'  difeafe,  ever  enquire  after  one  that  can 
cure^  it.    NVIhat  occafiori  fltb^d  perfons-  who  arc 
•xgriorant  of  their  own-miftry^nd  for  a  Saviour? 
^nd  ho>ir  catt^hey  prize  a  S^Viour,  whdknow  not 
"his  wprtl^  ?  fytiA  how  can  f hey  embrace  him,  who 
•^neither  khbw-that  he  fs-cflfered,-hor  the  terms 
Hvhereon  hd'  \%  fo?  Knc)Wlege  ;is  To  neceffiryto 
%ith,  that  it  i J  impofEble  it  ftiduld  be  without  it: 
^t  is  ex'pteflfed  by  knowlcgejTft;  V.  jl.  By  his  Itmur 
^legfiJhaH  my  Hghtevm  fertjmt  jujtify  inahyx  It  is 
*ib  much'-alfied^to  it,  that  the  working  feith  in 
converfion  '  is  exprefled  by  t  trawflation  bot  of 
'd'arkiieis  irlto  God's  marVejlIbW  light. '  Lay  dldc 
\hert,  C^  Ignorant  dinner;  ill;  pretentes  to-  feitb. 
"Wc/m  the  rtattie  and  by  theaiithority  of  our  great 
'Lord  and  mafter,  do  difcftarge  ftch  of  you  as  arc 
thus  grbfly  ignorant  to 'nj&larianypretenfionsto 
feith ;  fo^r  ye  have  n6  j-eafoA  t6  do  lo,  ye  have  no 
warrant;'  and'  therefore  ye  diitf-brofi  to  the  mind 
and  will  of  God.  '  Kot^  if  all  who*  belong  to  this 
one  fortih  tiiis  congregatJoif'\VePe  fet  by  toti  com- 
er, how  ^'re^at  a  multitude'of  tin[believers,  old  and 
young,  wduld  we  fee?  And^  O  how  ftd  a  fight 
would  It  be  to  fee  you  fet  by  yotirfelves,  and  all  of 
you  carrying  iipon  you  thefVamp  aiid  fhperfcrlpti-  | 
oaof  Satan,  ready  to  be  feizcd  by  him  as  hispri- 
foners,  and  thiufl  into  the  ■pit'?  ^     -       -    •- 

2.AII' 
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2.  Allwhoarc  openly' prdfehe/who  live  in  tlie 

fiabitual  and  cuftomary*  praftice  of  open  arid  hi- 

*  torious  fins,  are  to  be  Numbered  artiongft  this 

'  iqrt,  who,  paft  all  peradVciiturc,  are  unbelievers. 

TJie  fcriptures  are  very  plain  in  aflcrting  this. 

\AVhat  is  unbelief,  if  not-to'deAy  God?  And  furc 

-the  (cripture  reckons  ltich*a$  live  thus,  denifers  of 

God.     It « laid  of  ftich,  that  they  profefs  id  kno^ 

Gcdj  but  in  their  nvorki  do* deny  himy  ieing  aborm- 

•  nablcy  difibedienty  and  to  every  good  ivorkrepro- 
hate  J  Titi  i.  16.  '  Andhvhaj  can  b^  more  expreft 

'-ta  this  purpofe,  than  what  the  apoftle  James  di(- 
•coiirfes  at  great  length,  chap.  ii.  A  fet  of  men 
there  '^^re  ^n  his  day  wlib-'werc?  profene,'  bpt  y^r 
hadhigh'pfetenfces  to  faith.Tfcefetheapoftre  there 
-finardy -reproves^  and  endeavours -td  ronvinCe 
them  that  the  devils  may  hayeas  good  a  cYdittiio 
feith  as  they  have.     7hpu  believe/i^  /ays.  he,  Vef. 

•  19,  i:o'.  that  Here  is  one  Godj  thpu  doft  "wetfythe 
'  devil f  atfbhelieve' and  tremble.     3ut'  luHt^th^u 

kntrwy  O  vain  many  that; faith  vjifhout  tjjoh^^s  \s 

■  dead,     Aiid  *ver.  26.   For  'as  the  tody  iuifhtif  Y^e 

fiirtt  is  d^ady  Jh  faith  ivithput  works  is  deadtiM. 

And  a  dead  faith  is  no^ith  at  all.     tay'^afitfe 

therefore,  O  profene  wretch,  your  pretences  ip 

'feith.^  Will  ye  lie,  fteal,  (wear^  and  comitdt  urt- 

•cleannefsyandyejt  pretend  to  faith  ?  WiH  notour 

*Ood  be  avenged  of  fuch-hdlifh  impudence  as  !s 

:  this  ?  Sure  he  will.     But  to  be  fom^wha^  rhore 

particular,  We  do,  /  ;    .  .'   ^  :i 

-    •  ( I .)  Charge  fuch  of  you  as  are  cuftomary  Iweajr- 

ers,  to  lay  afide  all  pretences  to  fahh.     Ye  aife 

certainly  unbelievers ;  and,  as  ftire  as  the  eternal 

God  livesf,  ftiall  be  damned,  if  ye  continue  in  this 

your  impiety.    Gur  lot  is  caftin  an  unha-ppy  age, 

wherein  men  are  grown  intolerably  bold  in  bhir- 

•  ♦  phe- 
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.pb^mlng  the  name  of  God :  oay,  aoi  eniy  (p>  but 
not  a  i^w  glory  in  their  (haixie^  and  boaft  of  it 
that  they  can  outdo  otbei:s  by  (wearing  more  and 
greater  oaths!,  be  ^^om/h^i,  0  heavens  !  Be  yc 
very  defolate!  Has  any  of  the  nations  Jerved  their 
gods  Co  ?    The  poor  Americans^   who  wpribip 
the  devil,  will  not  treat  Ibim  lo  ill,  as. a  iet  of  men 
called  chriftiMSy  nay  more,  reform^  diriftians, 
protellants,  do  the  great  Godof  heaven»  O  what 
a.  wonder  of  divine  patience  is  it,  that  God  does 
not  daiOi  down  thie;  world  about,  die  ic^rs  of  fiich 
finnersy  that  he  (eiicls  them  not.  alive  into  belli  O 
what  hearts,  what  trembling  hearts  wlU  thefe  men 
bavcty  when,  ere  it  be  iong^  they  ^all  &id  Gqd 
{baking  the  earth  feeriibly,  .when  he  qomei.^ut  rf 
bis  f lace  topun^h  tf^emf,  Such  moni^r^  as  have 
torn  God's  name  by  hellifli  biaipbemies^  how  wiU 
they .  look,  when  the  ^mighty  God  (hall  gqa^ 
them  with  bis  omnipotent  arms,  and  ^e^r  them 
m  faeces,  and  there  fiaW  be  none   to,  deliver 
them,  notit  that  dare  interpoie  i|i,thair  behaiit? 
,  What' hearts  will  they.Jbave>  who  by  their  mo^* 
Arous  oaths  have  ixiade  God's  jeah^ufy,  bMrn  ag^nft 
them,  when  a  little  hence  his  wrath  will  fiame  lb 

Sigh,  as  to-diflblve  the  elements  with  fervent 
eat,  and  pour  down  |the  vifible  heaye|vs  like  & 
.much..boiiing  lead  ifpof^  the  heads  of  (uch  God- 
daring  (inners  ? .  Would  to  God  there  \yere  noiueh 
jnonftera  in  this  coi\gr^af ion ;  none  fuch  hearing 
me  this  day,  who  boaft  of  and  glory  in  their 
fwearing.  If  there  be  any  iuch  m<onft«r$  here,  I 
do,  by  the  authority  of  the  ^reat  God>  charge 
fuch  either  to  repent  of  this  impiety,  or  to  begone 
and  leave  this  aflembly.  I  know  no  place  meet 
for  fuch  an  one  but  hell.  But  it  is  like  £>me  of 
you  may  blel^  y ourfclves  in  your  own  hearts  when 

ye 
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ye  hear  fiidi'  tbingt/  md  %v  yt'  do  dot  fimr 
fiich  inonftrous  atid  horrid  Oaths.  Ajr,  hut  if 
ye  i^vear  habitually  the  leflfer  ooths^  we  bid  ydu, 
in '  the  Lord's  ..name  ahd  authority,  lay«  afide 
all  pretenees  to  faith«  Some  of  you  ctaiWear  by 
your  faith  xs^n  every  tbro^*  and  ydt  pretend  to 
iaith  in  Oirifl.  They  whd  have  faith>  ^vili  not 
dare  to  (wear  %  it.  And  (iich.as  do  cufiomarUy 
fwear  b^  ftith.  Of  by  confcieiicey  I  dare  afiert  10 
be  oobdievers.  <A  believer  in  Gbrift  will  not 
make  fo  light  of  j^recious  faieh»\a9  to  baffle  it  up^h 
every  oceafidn;  ndr  will  he  dard  to  make  thdt  4n 
idol  wfaichisagracei  the  chief  gldry. whereof  ts^to 
aba(ethe  crtoture,aiid  to  exalt  God.  To  Iwear  by 
&idi  or  by  tenfiioQce^  is.  to  put  thetn  iii  God's 
Head ;  and  tbittis  an  indignity  ^^ich  Godwill  by  no 
means  bear  vrith,  for  he  has  iaid^.he  will  i\o€  giti£ 
bis  j^h$^  tp.mpfhcrk  .  Tbisfti  iab^comi^fb  c^m* 
mon  and  tniAomary>  that  the|ne  is  \m  Utdehopts 
of  pesfoading  f)eo|^e  to  leavd  it/ tmtefs  God  by  a 
Arooj^  haiid  do-tt.  Bttt  fincowe  have  oi^cafioli  to 
ipeal^  of  (wearij^,  I  fkall  only  ad4  i  few  wordaio 
focb  of  you  «4(  4re  flidlty.  (t.)  God  hte  takdh 
the  paniOihietit  of  iwearert  into  his  own  h?nci. 
Men  cbmnionlylet  fiichjeafily.pa&;  but  God  iuts 
fatd)  Jie  wUl  tuStMdthcmffUtkfi.  <2u)  It  tsja 
fin  that  brings  ruin  sipt  only  upbn  pardodar  pe^ 
isAs\  hat  o^itftknifietk  Tbeflyj^  kM  that  is 
twenty  ckbitskkgr^iB^  ten  ctAiUhr&(^  mnifuR 
0/  ^mfis^tktars  iniaibe  hnfi  ^the^areTyi^ 
deflnys  it  wtb  tie  timber  md  thtfimes  thereof ^ 
arti tu0ty ^^ thaiis gniliy fltaiibe cutpff^  Z^. 
^'  3>  4*  (3«)  ^<*  one  of  the  fins  that  Mngsda* 
ioMog  cidainilies  upon  nations,  and  makes  thjb 
land  niottna^  Hof.  iv^  i^  3.  (4.)  So  hateful  is 
thb  iia  to  GoA,.  thttiie  direateila  >fiick  as  Ju^w 

,    *    '^  any 
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tany  to  be  guSfy  *f  St,*  and'conGaaLthe  fin.  Ley. 
'iv*'i^  And  if^tifbulfiny'<inihean'ihe  voice  of 
s'fbiekringi  and  ifiti  'witmefiy''wheM»er  hk  h^tis  feen 
»^rt  knfni^n  of  it  t '  i^:>&^  ddnot  utfer4ti  thtn  ijcflrall 
Hear^his   imquit;^.>  -It  ii  not  -enoUgli/  to  forbear 
cfW&iTlng',  ^butwe  ijMaft  piofecure  tbe  giiiJty;. 
3-"    (isi.)  Untkaft'pirfoiis;  (rf^whicl* 'there  are' too 
\inany  iii  this  con^pc^ation,  ari  all  to  be  reckon- 
c^d  amohgfli'tiieftinbeliisver^.  'The.ddBed  iand  tbt 
tttttbeBeving  are  well  put  together,  by  the  ipoftle, 
i^U  i;  15.  The:  works  of  the  flelh^areenometate^ 
rGal.  V.  i|pr.'atld>unciekcin€f($Jeads:ithe  van.  Such 
Qdfyouas  live  indrvcleantleis,  ^arenpoft  alLdoubt 
^iA  nho  lleib,  yitr-  under  the  ^wer  of  unbelief;  fiv 
iitbfey^that.do'btfliove>i)i«kre^iittihrki  Jefus^  hdtve 
ccrucified^  thefiefhy  fiJitht/fe^  ^^ffbaidMS-  and  bifh 
^th^tof  .Gal;-rf.,!3R4]  >  •  -  '1  :•  •.'.'./?.'      .1 
•ff  (3 /> Drankdrtlaffe 2vdiri doye. p reteUd to feith; 
«j^nffi-e  'iinbdWT«nfr^^'id*flifelVfc*^^ytjnr  ipattxetei- 
«i«Hy;wiifh':tliQm.,ai  If  ye  lodk-thej^Bsofced  Jift^  jre 
oduiftl  findeyour!mun»3  afawagft.tte'vreft.  .1  Ye. -are 
nftdt  in  Ohfift  ldu9.'j  for  lAe^  r|l*boa!«  in  GhrJS 

.)f^y  iRonv.  vtiil  f •.  tits'^dv  n»  diiis:.ola£r0fi  unbeUeveis 
ebdltag)  <iO'  !3aiph(ial^  xb  ibdni^^ 
i%hrdivr'as^ytb»^^'iM9.&in')aM  ' 

-*L^r  5«  ia..Two  itenocHKed9:iia;«vi5i3,cii;2.   ifi» 

^^tJ^  tna^  ^ilotO^)^n^^dttii9iy,-t*itv%s^ 

^^tt^TAf^litke^^^alrrsi^Mdpipe,\ttfd  -mfmHrain^iir 

-a^i^thevf  '4^kfiikM'theoper^u^)0fiis(h^hds.\%onKy 
5it<ioair  be,  wUj.Tiot:berf«it>by:ithBnlfelvBS.  wiA 
cdiiok,  yetth^yfpen^  their.  tiiiieldr<jjnariiy  in  rtfaie 
^leboidle.*  •Suck.posftinSiialCLtOittfi^cakohed.it-, 
y  '  '  niongft 
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mbngfl:  thdeTanbelievers;  -wWfe'^w/  is  ihm-  W- » 

fyy  v)hofe  gtcry^u  in  theH^ Jkmte^.v}h»  rmndeatth^  • 

ly  things,    (2);  Such'  as'  da^^bufethemftlves  ip 

with  dl'ink^  that  they  loicrthe^'feof  thisir  reaCm.  i 

A  QiXi^io  abbmlAable^  anli  moil^ertlah  bcaftly,  that 

it  •is.a  wonder  ih©w  a  nian  can  be!g»lty  of  it ;  it  be*  : 

ing'ioch'Stn^eini'that  we  canooiifind  the  likedfitJ 

an^bngft  the  bedfts.  (3.)  Such  ftSLgalo  that-  hdglHx 

as  to  ^  glory  in  their  drinkingi^agaipft  therti  Goi} 

pronoootei  a^'woy  Ila.  v^  zx.Wo'Mnio'themf^ak*, 

aremighty''4c^:drmk  wi»ey  axd men. of /irengtJktat 

nrnglefirong  drink.     (4.) -A  fort  off  fmaers  that^ 

feem'to  outdo  all  the  reft  bdoog  to.  this  clafs^.  ahdi 

that  £s  fuch  'as  have  the:  faeaivari'ifdaiing  boidnefs/^ 

to  tempt  others  xo,  driifk  -druak^riiot  i^aiing  thet 

cpr&  of  God  that  is  denounced JEtgainft  fhch^  Hab* 

iL  15.  IVo  unto  him  that givjethimntighbour>  drink f  I 

that  putt'eji  ^thy  bottle  t<f  hint, .  and  nrnkeftMrm 

dtunken  alfOy:that.th(furnayft  look  upon  his^^naked-^"^ 

ngfs.  'Godthi%atens  in  the  ioBoMinng  vorfi^o^at' 

chapter,  that  the  cup  of  his  right  hand,  the  chp  of' 

his  fury,'  (halt*  be  turned  tinta-fbch.    He  will 

naake  them  eternally  to  drink'  of  the  cup  of  his 

wrath,  yea,  the  very  dregs  thereof.     Whoever. 

they  are  in  this  congregation  that  beloyng  to.  this 

fort  of  men,  we  charge  you:  tdJayafide  all  claim 

to  faith.  Unbelievers  yduare:  and  if  ye  doiktter: 

yourfelves  that  ye-  do  believe  notwithftanding,  ye 

but  deceive  your&lves,  andsmnyour  own  fouls;/ 

(4.)  All  liars  are  fcored  by  as  unbelievers.  They 

are  not  thechildrenof  God,butof  the  devil.  They 

have  hi«  name  upon  their  fore^head,  and  do.exv 

a£lly  r^iemble  him  who  was  aiiar.  from  thebegin-*? 

ning.    They  have  no  likeaefi  to  the  God  of  uutb* ' 

Therefore  ev^^  me  that  loveth  and  ntaketh  a  lir 

jQiall  be  exclQdiaifrQiuheavui>..Kev*  ^uui^a^^  In: 

i  fiue. 
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do  for  well,  orbers' have  both  thoughtimd  faid 
fi)^  who  jet  are  in  hell.-  Our  Lord  rells  us  in 
Matth.  vii.  ai,  ^2.  That  many  wjll  mee?  with  a 
fearful  difappointm^pt :  he  will-  not  owc^  them, 
nor  their  faith,  but  (end  them  and  it  together  to 
the  pit,  telling  therft  that  he  knows  them  not.  Bur, 
%.  Some  think  they  believe,  becaufe  they  have 
nQ.dpuhrs^  and  neve.^  had  any;  about  >:the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  their  pardon  and  acceptation  with  God 
^rp^gb  JefiiS  Chrifjr.  Bat  take  bee4.4(0:yQurfelves, 
tjbat  yt, do  not fiati^r ypi^rlelves uppnthi$ ground, 
for  it  is  a  61ie  orc,  lYe  jfay  .yje.nev^r*  ^oi^bted, 
therjjfore  ye  believe.     ButV  r  ;    ,  :  - 

,.  (vO:  What  if  we/fhbuld  lay  tha^  the-  contrary 
folJowSf  ?  ye  never  bad  djoubts,  thereforis  ye  do  not 
believe.  We  might  Iky.ib  on  better^grounds:  for 
^ant  of  doubts  may  flow,.  (1 .)  from  unconcern- 
ednipfs  about  the  tyujl^of  .the.gofpel. '  Perfons  hear 
<^f  a  t;h,oufiind  things,  ;^nd^icarce  are/at.pauis  to  be 
any  ways  farfsfied,  whether  they  .be,  true  or 
ialfe;  becau/e  they  are.^t  concerned*\  If  we  bear 
that,  there- is  a  map  in  America.^ jJiat  has  a 
vaJEl  Inflate,,  and  a  hu|e.  revenue,  we  will  n€- 
ygr  ici^ple  the  trut^i  of  it,  efpecially,  if  they 
who!  tell  us  are  by t  of  ordinary. credit;  but  if 
we-  u|iderfVood,  that  i^e  could  never  be  main- 
tained^ unlefs  we  got  a  ^are,of  tha£  ^ftate,  and 
that  the  owner  is  ^ilUi^  to  impart  to  us  what 
>VQ  needed  for  our  ufe  5  we  would  fopn  bejg^n  to 
be  a  little  more  fcrupnlous  upon  the.  point,  and 
would  not  believe  the- faport  lb  eafily,.  but  be  apt 
fo.  entertain  a  thouiand  Hiipicious  thoughts  about 
every  circumftance  of  tb.e  matter. .  Juftfo  is  it 
with  tbejiioft.  part  of  m^  and  womenjn  theraattcr 
b^for^u^ ;  they;  dp-jiot  know  their  [need  of  .Chrirt  j 
|J|ej[iiiQ»'«5n9t  •kAPJv-tjmrAfelf y.  jnay  ^^^  ^^  to  do 
^L  their 
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their  own  bttfincffi  well  enough  without  him; 
therefore,  they  are  not  at  pains  to  enquire  narrow- 
ly, and  to  be  latisfied  as  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
report:  they  give  it  credit,  from  an  cafy  credu- 
lity, becauie  they  do  not  Icnow  their  own  con- 
cernment in  it.     But  were  they  once  (atisfied  a- 
bout  their  concernment  in  it,  they  would  have 
more  doubts  about  it :  this  we  fee  plainly  to  be 
the  cafe  of  thefe  when  God  awakens  their  confci- 
ence.     M'"hite  they-fleep  on  in  their  natural  fecu- 
rky,  and  fee  not  their  need  of  Chrift>  they  can 
eafily  believe,  as  they  think,  the  truth  of  what 
thegolpel  reports  concerning  him  :  but  as  foon 
as  they  arc  awakened,  and  begin  to  know  how 
much  depends  upon  it,  then  they  find  their  doubts 
do  arife.  (2.)  Want  of  doubts  may  flow  from  a  pro- 
found ignorance  of  the  myftery  of  the  gofpel.  Ig- 
norant perfohs  have  not  their  thoughts  exercifed 
about  Ghrift,  the  excellency  of  his  perfbn,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  his  death,  and  of  the  virtue~and  effica- 
cy, of  it,  as  meritorious  of  pardon,  and  fatisfefto- 
ry  to  the  juftice  of  God ;  and  therefore  fee  no 
difficulty  in  giving  a  fort  of  an  aflent  to,  or  rather 
in  not  queftioning  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.     And 
then,  (3.)  As  to  perfons'  confident  reliance  on 
Ghrift,  or  believing  without  any  feruple,  that  they . 
fhali  be  fkved  by  him,  this  flows  from  ignorance » 
of  God's  holinefeahd  their  own  finfulnefs.  They, 
think  fin  no  great  matter,  and  therefore  think  God  » 
may  foon  be  reconciled  to  them.  From  thefe  and  ^ 
fiich  other  like  caufes  may  it  proceed,  that  ye. 
want  doubts,  and  that  ye  are  fo  eiafily  feti^fied  a-/ 
bout   this   matter ;  and  from'  the  confideratic«  . 
of  thefe  caufes,  it  is  apparent,  That  want  of » 
doubts  as  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  report,  and 
want  of  difficulty  in  the  believing  of  your  own  ad. 
U  van. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ 


y>6  Man^s  Recovery ,  Part  II. 

•vahtarge  by  it,  is  l:^ther  a  fign  that  ye  want  fmth, 
than  that  ye  have  it.  Further  it  is  plain.  That 
where  perfons  have  juft  imprefEons  of  their  own 
-  finfulnefs,  and  of  06a*s  holinefsy  of  their  own 
meannefi,  of  God's  greatnefi,  of  the  hateful  na- 
ture of  fin,  and  the  ftated  avcrfion  and  irrecon- 
cilable  hatred  God  bears  to  it ;  it  will  occaikm 
•difficulty  in  believhig  the  truth  of  any  way  where- 
in a  finner  may  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
God ;  and  confequently  (bme  diffioDlty  in  ha^ 
zarding  a  reliance  upon  it  ;  confidering  that 
there  is  naturally  much  darknefi  and  weakr^efs  in 
the  mind  of  man  fince  the  fall.  But  palling  this 
confideration  we  (ay,  .         - 

(2.)  It  is  evident,  that  a  great  many,  who 
have  no  doubts,  are  yet  unqiieftionably  unbeliev- 
ers, becaufe  they  live  in  grofs  ignorance,  and  in 
the  habitual  praftice  of  known  fins«^  In  oneword^ 
ye  who  think  ye  have  faith>  becaufc  ye  have  na 
doubts,  are  like  to  deceive  your  own  fbul$ :  for  I 
make  no  doubt,  there  are  not  a  few  in  hell  coring 
oat  of  their  intolerable  pain,  who  never  doubted 
but  they  had  faith^  and  (hould  be  iaved,  till  fiid 
experience  convinced  them  that  they  werq  datxm- 
edi.  The  Icripture,  and  the  experience  of  the 
people  of  Goc|  in  all  ages,  makes  it  plain  and  in* 
conteilably  evident,  that  they  who  do  truly  be- 
lieve,, finddiificulty  in  doing  (b:  and  who  jiever 
ibund  any,  have  never  yet  leen,  ihat  tie  carnal 
nund  is* enmity  againfi  Gody  and  is  notjubje^  to 
the  law  of.'Godi,  neither  indeed  ctm  be.  They  are 
the  whole  peri^ris  that  need  not,  and  will  never 
come  to  the  j^yfitian.  Where  there  is  any  thing 
of  the  carnal  mind  remaining,  there!  will  be  ftill 
,  found  difficulty  ih  believing;  unbelief  willftill be 
fiuth*s  neighbour  \  and  where  there  is  any  thing 

of 
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of  God's  marvellous  light  in  the  (bul,  thFs  unbe- 
lief>  and  averCon  to  believing,  willin  more  or  le^ 
be  dilcerned. 

3.  Some  conclude  that  they  thcmfelves  and  o 
thers  have  faith,  becaufe  they  are  moral  and  civij, 
and  blamelefs  in  their  external  converfition.  Nor 
thing  more  common  than  to  call  a  civile  moral 
man  a  good  man,  and  to  conclude  aU  i^  right 
with  him.  This  is  a  mark  whereby  many  judge, 
and  judge  amifs  of  their  own  eftate,  and  of  the  e- 
ftate  of  others:  for*  it  is  on?  that  will  not  abide 
the  teft  of  G6d*s  word ;  if  we  weigh  it  in  thebal-^ 
ahce  of  God's  fanftuary,  we  muft  yivfitctekel  up- 
on it.  We  grant. indeed,  (i.)  That  it  is  very 
defirable  to  fee  men  moral  and  blamelefe  in  iheir 
converfition.  It  is  a  thing  praifc-worthy,  becaufe 
of  its  ufefulneis  among  men  :  and  it  were  to  be 
'^i(hed  that  there  were  more  of  it  in  the  world ; 
therefore  we  (hall  fay  nothing  to  difcourage  any 
from  a  blameleft  walk.  (2,)  •We  grant  that  im- 
morality or  profenenefs  W  a  fiire  mark  of  the  want 
of  faith.  But  becaufe  profene  and  immoral  wret- 
ches do  not  believe,  we  muA  not  therefore  con- 
clude, that  they  who  are  not  thus  immoral  do  be- 
lieve. For  notwithflanding  of  what  has  been 
laid,  we  fay,  (i.)  That  a  man  may  be -blamelefs, 
fbber  and  civil  as  to  his  external  converfation, 
who  is^fb  far  from  faith,  that  he  ihay'be  hatching 
in  his  mind  the  mofl  abominable  evils :  'pride  may 
reign  there,  ambition,  worldly  mindedncft,  envy, 
difcontcnt  and  the  like.  There  are  two  fcrts  of 
lufts  Q}oken  pf  by  the  appftle,Ephef.  ii.  3.  Jmong 
whom  alfo  we  all  had  bur  converfation  in  time 
pafif  in  the  lufts  of  our  jkjhy  fulfilling  the  defires 
of  the  jflefl}  and  of  the  mind,  and  were  by  nature 
the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.  Here  the 
U  a         •  apofUc 
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apoftle  gives  us  to  undcffliandy  that  there  are  de«. 
fires  or  lufts  of  the  mjlnd,  as  well  as  of  the  flefli ; 
and  that  the  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  mind,  or 
of  the  flcfli,  proves  a  nian  a  child  of  wrath,  and 
ip  void  of  faith;  The  civjl  moral  man,  it  may 
be,  fulfils  not  the  one,  but  he  may  be  fulfilling 
the.  other,  and  (b^erifheternaliy.  (2.)  So  far  is 
a  moral  civil  walk  froiti  fiuth,  or  from  being  a 
fign  of  feith,  that  it  has  been  found  in  many  hea- 
thens who  never  heard  tell  of  faith,  but  perifhed 
in  heathen  darkneft,  quite  ignorant  of  Chrifl  and 
the  way  of  falvation  by  him.  (3 .)  So  far  is  it  from 
being  a  fign  of  faith,  that  in  many  it  ha«  been 
found  to  be  a  (ad  hinderance  to  iaith;  in  as  much 
as  they  have  abuftd  it  fb  far,  as. to  lay  weight  up«- 
.  on  it,  as  did  the  proud  pharifee,  Luke  xViii.  1 1< 
The  eyes  of  thoulands  are  fo  dazzled  with  tfeeir 
own  blamelcfiiefi,  that  they  can  fee  no  need  of 
the  righteoufhefs  of  Chrift:  and  this  is' defltuftive 
eternally  to  their  Ibufs.  Believe  it,  that  a  moral, 
.civil  and  blamelefs  man  in  his  external  walk,  may 
be  an  unbeliever  and  may  be  damned.  *  A  pro- 
fene  man  walks  openly  and  avowedly,  asr  it  were, 
on  the  road  to  the  pit ;  and,  like  Solomon*$  Am- 
ple man,,  (ays  to  everyone.  That  he  is  a  fool:  but  a 
civil  man  may  be  going  the  fame  road ;  and  if  a 
man  h^ve  no  more,  "he  is  fiirely  in  the  road  to  e- 
ternal  damnation,. as  well  as  the  other;  he  goes 
only,  if  I  may  (b  fpeak,  in  a  cleaner  path  to  the 
pit,  but  will  as  certainly  come  thither:  O  that  we 
Could  get  that  fond  conceit  banifhed  the  world, 
that  there  is  no  more  riqqired  to  make  a  man  a 
chrifHan  but  morality. '  -Flatter  not  your(elves ; 
this  is  not  faith:  I  afTure  you,  ye  will  be  made  to 
fee  (b  one  day  to  your  cofl. 

4.  Soine  have  Ibme  awakenings,  by  Ibme  com- 
mon 
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mon  touches  and  mojions  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  and 
therefore  Conclude  that  they  believe^  and  have 
faith ;  efpecially  if  there  eniue  any  thing  like  peace  , 
after  them.     The  occafion  of  this  miftake,  is, 
That  when  the  Lord  jvorks  the  work  of  faith  with 

-  power  in  the  foul,  he  begins  Ihis  work  by  con* 
vincing  men  of  fin.  But  it  is  ^  very  pcrverfe  and 
dangerous  confequencc,  to  conclude  from  thence, 
that  faith  is  where. there  are  ^onviftions ;  for  (i.) 
The  worft  of  men  may  have,  and  have  had  convi- 
Aions.  Judas,  Pilate,. Simon  Magus  and  a  great 
many  others,  had  bofoms  full  of  conviftions ;  and 
yet,  pafl  all  peradventure,  were  unbelievers,  and 
that  of  theworflt  (brt.  (2.)  Ill  men  may  grow 
wbrfe  by  conviftions.  Many  are  fo  far  from 
being  bettered  by  them,  from  being  brought  to 
Chrift  by  them,  that  they  are  put  further  from 
him,  ^  and  that  feveral  ways,  i .  Some,  by  then: 
ccjnviftions  are  driven  from  groft  fins  to  more  fe- 
cret  fins,  from  prophanenefi  to  morality,  and  hold 
there ;  and  their  lafl  cafe  is,  hi  feveral  refpeftc, 
worfe  than  their  firft;  as  is  plain  from  what  has 
^been  difcourfed  above.  2.  Some,. by. means  of 
'conviftion,  have  the  fins  of  their  whole  life  aggra- 
vated more  grievou/ly  than  otherwife  they  would 
have  been.  Sins  againft  light  are  the  greateft  of 
fins  s  and  fbme  continue  all  their  life  long  under 
a  continual  vicifEtude  of  fin  and  conviftion ;  they 
hold  on  in  fin,  though  they,  have  from  time  to 

"  time  dreadful  throws  of  conviftion.  Some  per- 
sons we  have  known  this  way  exercifed  all  their 
life,  yea,  perfons  of  great  knowlege,  who  have 
,  been  fp  far  ftom  being  beat  from  th^ir  fin  by  con- 
viftions, that  they  have  only  ferved  to  aggravate 
and  enhance  their  guilt.  -  3.  Some  others  ar,e.fb 
far  from  being  led  to  Gbxlft  by  their  conviftions, 
'U  3    '  that 
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that  they  make  a  Ghrift  of  their  conviftions,  and 
conclude  all  is  well  with  them  becaufe  they  are 
convinced,  and  fpifeek  no  further.  They  think 
God  loves  them,  becaufe  his  (pirit  deals  .  with 
them;  little  minding,  that  God's  Ipint  ftrove 
many  a  year  with  theold  world,  and  then  deftroy- 
fed  them  at  laft.  4.  Others  there  are,  who  by  de- 
fpifuig  and  quenching  conviffions,  pave  the  way 
for  themfelves  t6  open  prbfanenefs,  and  a  bound- 
Iclfs  liberty  in  finning:  for  by  hardening  thcni- 
felves  under  conviftions,  they  provoke,  God  to 
give  them  up  to  the  ways  of  their  own  hearts,  be- 
caufe when  they  kfio-w  God  they  do  not  vjorffnp  him 
as  Gody  there  fere  he  gives  them^uf  to  vile  affe^ii^ 
.^«j,  Rom.  i.  ^\,eic.  This  was  the  unhappy  cafe 
of  many  in  the  heathen  world  ;  and  I  may  fay  is 
the  cafe  of  many  in  the  chriftian  world.  Like- 
wife,  5.  Conviftions  many  times  terminate'  in 
dreadful  delpair ;  and  fo  hurry  men  headlong  to 
hcll,irifl:ead  of  bringing  them  into  the  way  to  hea- 
ven, driving  them  to  the  devil,  when  they  (hould 
come  to  ehtift.  '  Thus  it  fered  with  Judas  ^ and 
ibme  ^others.  '     ^ 

In  fine,  Wfe  intreatyou  do  not  flatter  yourfelves; 
conviftions  are  no  good  fign  of  faith.  I  know 
ibme  are  fo  ignorant  of  God,  and  of  this  work  of 
the  fpirit  of  God,  that  they  are  apt  to  mock  and 
deride  fuch  as  the  Lord  brir^gs  to  a  convi£tion  of 
fin,  as  mad,  or  at  leaft  melancholy.  To  fiich  I 
fay,  if  ye  never  knew  conviftion  for  fin,  ye  never 
knew  converfion ;  and  unlefs  ye  be  convinced  of 
fm,  and.  awakened,- ye  will  never  believe,-  and  (b 
fhaU  never  biS  faved :  and  to  laugh  at  conviftion, 
is  a  fure  fign  of  one  that  never  had^faith*  But,- 
bn  the  other  hand,  let  none  reft  upon  convifti- 
ons,. either  as  converfion,  or  as  a  fign  of  &ith : 

for 
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ifbr  therp^  are  abundance  of  qonvi^ons  m  hdl, 
where  thfsre  is  not  one  grain  weight  of  faith,  nor 
/  to  eternity  fhall  be.     Every  bolbrn  there  is  full  of 
coriviftions,  and  yet  all  are  ^Unbelievers ;  and  as 
many  of  them  as  lived  under  thego4>cl,are  dam- 
ned for  unbelief,  •  .  .         i 
5.  Some  have  knowlege  of  the  things  of  God, 
and  therefore  conclude  that  they  do  believe :  they 
Vinderftand.  the  letter  of  the  gofpel,  and  have  been 
inftrufted  by  i^eading,  converfe,  and  the  pain- 
fulneft  of  mafters  and  minifters ;  therefore  they 
blefs  themlelves  in  their  own  hearts,  when  the 
judgments  of  God  are  denounced  againft  unbe- 
lief ers  ;  and  when  they  are  bid  believe,  they  put 
•  the  exhortation  by  them,  thinking  that  they  be- 
,lieve  already,  and  that  all  is  well  iwith    them. 
This  is   a  dangerous  mi  (lake,  and  ruins  many 
poor  fouls.     We  do  indeed  grant,  tijat  there  is  no 
.  feith  without  knowlege,  and  therefore  have  alrea- 
\  dy  laid  afide  the  ignorant  as  unbelievers :  but  we 
are  fer  from  allowing  that  knowlege  is  a  fure  fign 
of  faith;  for,  ( i .)  A  great  deal  more  of  the  know- 
lege of  the  gofpel  than  even  many  true  believers 
have,  inay  be  attained  without  any  (pecial  aid  or 
affiftance  of  the  fpirit  of  God ;  but  faith  is  not  to 
be  obtained  without  the  fpecial  operation  of  the 
fpirit.     Hence  it  is  ealled,  the  faith  of  the  opera- 
tion  of  God f  2it\Athe  work  of  fait  hy  that  is  wrought 
by  the  exceeding  greatnefs  ofGod^s  power ^  Col. H, 
12.  2  Theff.  i.   n.  Eph.  i.  19.     (2.)  One  may 
have  much  knowlege,  and  yet  livejn  open  pro- 
fanenefs,  and  the  continued  praftice  of  known 
.  fins;  which  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with; the  leail 
fpirk  of  feviiig  grace.     (3.)  An  unbeliever  may 
have  fuch  a  meafore  of  the  knowlege  of  Chrtft, 
and  of  the  way  of  ialvation  by  him,,  ais  to  be  at^le 
U  4  to 
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to  inftnia  others  in  the  knowtege  of  him  :  Judas 
had  this,  and  yet  wanted  faith.     Nay,  (4.)   One 
may  not  only  be  capable  of  teaching  others,    bat 
may  even  excel  others,  and  be  eminent  for.  (iich 
gifts  as  are  of  ule  for  the  edification  of  the  church, 
and  yet  be  void  of.  laying  faith  ;  no  doubt  Judas 
was  beyond  many  others :  being  a  dilciple  of  the 
higheft  form,  he  had  gift§  in  a  luitable  meafiire, 
but  no  grace.     But  what  need  I  fay  more  upon 
this  head  ?  the  (icvil,  no  doubt,  has  more  know- 
lege  of,  and  infight  into  the  myftcry  of  the  go- 
ipel,  as  to  the  letter,  than  perQiaps  ^ny  man  on 
earth ;  and  yet  has  a  heart  full,  of  malice,  Ipite, 
and  irreconcilable  enmity  to  it.     Men,   after  the 
feme  manner,  may  have  their  head  fiill  of  noti- 
ons of  truth,  ^nd  be  perfeftly.void  of  laving  grace; 
like  the  toad,  which  has  a  precious  ftone  in  its 
head,  and  yet  has  its  body  full  of  poifbn. 

6;  Every  fort4>f  cohc^rn  about  lalvation  is  not 
a  fufHcient  evidence  of  faith.     Some  have  fbme 
cohcern,  and  are  (bme  way  thoughtfiil  about  (al- 
vation,  and  about  freedom  from  wrath,  and  yet 
are  ftratigers  to,  and  never  come  the  length  of 
the    precious  faith   of  God's    elcft.     O.  what,  a 
length  went  the  young  man  in  the  golpel,  in  his 
concern  about  lalvation  I  we  may  fee  thehiftory. 
Matt.  xik.  6,  etc.  and  Mark  x.  17.     Now  I  /hall 
take  notice  of  feveral  evidences  of  fbme  concern 
about  falvatipn  in  his  condudl,  to  let  you  fee' that 
all  concern  about  falvation  will  not  prove  you  real 
-believers,     (i*)  He  was  fenfible  that  It  was  not 
any  enjoyment  of  a  prefent  life  that  could  raake 
him  happy.'  ^Though  he  was  ^  .young  man,  as 
Mark  tells  us^^a  young  man  that  had  the  advan- 
Uge  of  a  fair  eftate,  and  a  ruler,  as  Luke  tells  us; 
yet  he  had  fbmething  more.  in.  view  than  a  ^re- 
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fent  temporal  life:  it  was  eternal  life  he  would 
hav^.     (2.)  Such  was  his  lenfe  of  the  worth  of  e- 
ternal  life,  and  of  his  need  of  it,notwirhftanding 
his  youth,  health,  honour  and  wealth,  that  he  had 
ftfong  defires  after  eternal  life.     This  the  whole 
.  feries  of  the  hiftory  makes  evident.     (3.)  His  de- 
fires  were  not  mere  fluggifli  wifhes :  they  put  him 
upon  a  concern  about  the  means  whereby  this  life 
was  to  be  obtained.     This  was  the  queftipn  he 
came  to  our  Lord  about ;  Good  Majhry  fays  he, 
'what  good  thing  Jhall  I  do  that  I  may  inherit  eter-^ 
nal  life?     (4.)  As  far  as  he  knew  he  had  pradViJP 
cd.     The  poor  man  knew  no  raoce  but- the  com- 
mands, and  that  they  ought  to  be  kept;  and  thofe 
he  had  kept,,  and  that  univerfally,  without  any 
exception  of  any  of  them,  and  that  with  diligence 
and  continuance:  (Al!)  thefe  have  I  (kept)  and 
that  from  my  (youth.)  There  is  univerfality,  dili-. 
gente  and  continuance.     (5.)  He  had  a  fenfe  of 
his! own  ignorance :  he  was  jealous  of  the  fhortneft 
of  hisknowlege,  and  that  he   yet   lacked  fome-^ 
thing.     (6.)  This  fenfe  did  lead  hii!n  to  leek  after, 
and  deCre  inftruftion  ?  and  he  came  to  the  right 
vfcand,  Ghrift.     (7.)  When  he  came,  every  thing 
in  his  carriage  discovered  his  great  concern  :  Firfly 
he  comes  running,  he  was  afraid  of  being  in  a 
miftake,  he  was  defirous  to  be  ^informed ;   and 
thefe  two  together  made  him  run.     Secondly j  He 
took  all  feafible  methods  to  obtain  his  defire  at 
Chrift's  hand  ,  he  gave  him  an  epithet  importing 
much  relpeft  to  him,  as  able  and  willing.     Good 
Majiery  (ays. he.     (Mafter)  points  at  his  ability y 
zndCgood)sLthiS'willingne/i:  and  moreover,  Mark 
tells  us,  that  he  kneeled  to  him.     (8.)  Such  was 
hU concern  for  falvation,.that  herefblved  tofcru- 
ple  notjjing  that  was  ciybincd  him.    He  knew  of 

no 
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no  reftrvc  in  his  own  heart.  The  words  fay 
.  plainly,  to  any  one  that  confjders  the  import  of 
them,  that  the  man  had  a  refblution  to  do  any 
thing  that  was  enjoined  him.-  He  knew  npt 
that  there  was  any  thing  he  would  not  do*:  What 
Jhall  I  do  ?  (ays  he.  He  was  refolved  to  decline 
nothing  that  he  cotdd  be-  bid  do,  in  order  to  ob« 
tain  eternal  life.  Now  thus  far  did  he  go  in  a 
concern  for  filvation,  and  yet  he  fell  ftiort  of  it; 
as  far  as  his  concern  brought  him,  it  led  him  not 
to  feith ;  ^  he  fell  fhort  of  that.  Now,  ye  who 
think  that  ye  believe,  becaule  ye  have  Ibme  con- 
.  cern  ab;rtit  your  fouls  and  eternal  life,  do  yc  come 
this  man's  length?  I  fear  few  of  you  can  (ay,  ye 
do:  and  yet  ye  muft  and  will  advance  further,  if 
ye  have  faith,  and  be  faved;r  for  this  man  and 
Chrift  parted,  and  we  never  hear  of  their  meeting 
again. 

7.  Some  joy  in  hearing  the  word,  fbme  affefti- 
on  to,  and  delight  in  the  gofpel  report  concerning 
Chrifl:,  are  not  a  fufficient  mark  of  fiiith.  Ma- 
ny people,  cfpccially  of  the  younger  fort,  are  rea- 
dy to  miftake  this  for  faith,  or  a  fure  fign  of  fakh; 
therefore,  to  undeceive  them,  we  fhall  (hew,  i, 
,  Whence  it  is  that  people  take  it  for  faith,  or  an  e- 
vidence  of  it  at  leaft.  2.  Whence  this  may  arife 
that  mayoccafion  thefe  fla(hes  of  tendernefs, where 
there  is  no  faith.  3.  That  it  is  indeed  no  lign  of 
.faith. 

As  to  the  Ftrfty  It  is  no  great  wonder  it  (hould 
be  miftaken  for  faith,  or  an  evidence  of  it,  if  we 
conlider,  Ftrjly  the  fbte  of  the  perfon  in  whoiji 
faith  is  wrought,  and  the  (late  of  the  foul  in  which 
foch  flaihes  of  affeftion  and  tendernefi  are  ordina- 
rily wrought.  When  the  Lord  works  faith,  he 
ivorks  convi£tion  to  dear  the  -way;  ix^y  ufiially 

thele 
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the(e  flafhes  follow  (bme  conviftions  and  awaken- 
ings. Secondly  J  As  faith  is  wrought  and  comes 
by  hearing  of  the  word,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
God's  concurring  with  his  power;  fo  theie  flafhes 
are  occafioned  by  the  word,  and  by  the  operati- 
on ofthe  fpirit,  though,  but  a  common  opefation, 
giving,  (bme  fuperficial  tafte  and  relifh  of  the 
fweetnefs  of  heaVenly  things.  Thirdly y  As  faith,, 
when  wrought  in  the  (bul,  glues  it,  as  it  were,  to 
the  ordinances ;  fo  the  ufual  effeft  of  thefe  taftes 
is,  a  great  and  ftrong  defire  after  the.  ordinances, 
which  makes  them  multiply  duties,  and  delight  in 
approaching  to  God.  Finally ^  As  feith  makes  the 
foul  (eek  beyond  the  bare  performance  of  duties, 
for  communion  with  Chrift  in  the  ordinances;  (b 
perfons  who  have  foch  flaflies,  may  find  an  unia- 
tisfiednefs  with  the  ordinances,^  when  they  find 
not  that  fiime  reliOi  as  formerly.  Any  one  that 
confiders  duly  t<heft  things,  will  think  it  no  >ybn- 
der  to  find  that  there  are  miftakes  in  this  matter. 
(Secondly)  We  ftiall  a  littk  enquire  into  the 
rife  of  thefe  flaftics  of  concern,  delight  and  teh- 
dernefi,  which  look  fo  like  to  that  joy  which  be- 
lievers find  upon  their  believing.  And  if  we  ob- 
ferve,  wefhall  findlbme  oneor  other  of  thfc  fol- 
lowing particulars,  or  at  leaft  a  concurrence  of 
more  of  them,  to  have  an  influence  upon  thofe 
perfons,  to  the  produftion  of  thefe  effe^s.  ( i .) 
Novelty;  The  things  ofthe  gofpel  are  new  many 
times  to  people ;  and  new  things,  efpeciaily  when 
of  fuch  a  nature  that  they  threaten  us  no  hurt, 
but  on  the  contrary  eminently  promote  our  ad- 
vantage, will  very  readily  work  upon  our  afFefti- 
ons,  and  give  fome  delight,  which  longer  cuftom 
and  acquaintance  doth  abjite,  (2.)  There  may 
be  fomething  in  a  perfon^s  circamftances>  which 

.  fall- 
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falling  in  with  the  propolal  of  the  fwcet  of  the  go- 
j[pel,  may  readily  occalion*  thofc  flafties  of  tender- 
nefs  we  are  tiow  difcourfing  of:  as  for  inftaacc,  a 
perfbn  under  dillrefe  of  mind,  will  defire  freedom 
from  it;  and  if,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  the  mind 
be  entertained  with  the  Joys  of  heaven,  the  love, 
mercy  and  grace  of  God  in  Ghrift  to  finners ;  if 
the  mind  hereby  find  a  diverfion  from  its  trouble, 
this  may  occafion  great  delight.  •  The  Jikc  in- 
ftance  we-niay  have,  when  perfons  fall  out  with 
t^e  world  upon  fome  fignal  dilappointment.  (3.) 
This  may  be  confiderably  augmented,  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  paffions  in  yotith.  (4.)  A  variety 
or  gifts  in  preachers  may  occafion  this.  (5.)  Some- 
thing taking  and  peculiar  in  Ibmc  mens  way  of 
preaching  occafionS  this.  Some  have  fluency  of 
language,  plenty  of  matter,  warmnefi  of  aflfefti- 
on;  whcnthefe  meet  together, iuch  afFeftions  will 
readily  be  moved.  (6.)  A  fiirprize  may  have  a 
great  influence  this  way.  The(e  we  may  pofBbly 
afterwards  have  occafion^to  difcourfe  morefiillyof; 
now  we  but  n^me  them,  and  proceed, 

(Thirdly)  To  fliew  that  thefe  are  no  fiire  ligns 
of  faith:  and  for  clearing  this,  Wfi  fay,  (i.)  We 
have  let  you  fee  how  fuch  afjfeftions  may  be  ex- 
deed,  without  any  Special  operations  of  the  (pint 
of  God;. which  faith  can  never  be.  (2.)  The 
fcripture  gives  us  an  account  of  fiich  perfons  who 
bad. the  flaThes  we  fpeak  of.  Our  Lord,  fpeajdng 
to  the  Jews  of  John  Baptift,  fays,  John  v.  35.  He 
was  a  burning  and  ajhinmg  light y  and  ye  ujtre 
'Willing  to  rejoice  in  his  light  for  a  feafin.  And 
thefe  beaters  of  the  word  that  are  refembled  to  the 
ftony  ground,  received  the  word  with  joy,  and  yet 
.  proved  naught  in  a  day  of  trial.  (3.)  Our  own 
oblervation may  furnifhus  with  inftances,  more 

•    than 
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than  enow,  of  perfbns  who  have  had  great  flaflies 
of  joy,,  which 'have  terminate  in  nothing,  orworfe 
than  nothing.     But,  leaving  this,  we  lay, 

8.    The  muhipircation  of  religious  duties  is  no 
iufficicnt  mark  of  faith.     Some  do  apprehend,  if 
they  be  piahckial  in  their  attendance  upon  the  du- 
ties of  religion,  that  this  is  proof  enough  that  they 
do  believe.     But  how  far  this  is  from  truth,  is  ea- 
fy  enough  vt<5   be   difcerned,  hy  any  that  duly 
confiders  what  great  proficiency  fome  have  made 
this  way,  who  yet  have  remained  utterly  unac- 
quaint  Iwith  God,   and  ftrangers  to  the  feith  of 
God's  eleft.    If  ye  have  no  other  proof  of  your 
faitk  than  this,  that  ye  are  punctual  in  your  atten- 
dance upon  the   dnties  of  religion,  what  do,  or 
have  ye  more  than  they  with  whom  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  had  to  do  ?  A  people  they  were  who  did  a-  * 
bound  in  all  theft ;  performances,  and  yet  were 
naught.     Look  at  them  in  that  reprefentatlon  the  , 
.prophet  gives  of  them,  Ila.  Iviii.  2.   We  fhalPfind 
they  had  more  to  lay  upon  this  (core,  than  I  be- 
lieve moft  of  you  can  pretend  unto.  Theyfeekme 
daily f  (ays  <?od,  and^  delight  to  know  my  tvaysy 
as  a  nation  that  did  righteoufnefsy  and  forfook  not  ' 
the  ordinance  of  their  God:  they  afh  of  me  the  or^  ' 
dinance  ofjuftice  /  they  take  delight  in  approach- 
ing to  God,     One  would  think  here  are  furely  a 
let  of  cxcelleiit'  perlbns,  believers  no  doubt:  but' 
all  this  notwithftanding,  God  rejefts  all  their  du- 
.  ties,  and  themlelves  alfo,  with  the  greateft  detcfta- 
tion  and  abhorrence,  as  we  find  the  prophet  tell- 
ing them,  -both  in  this,  and  in  the  firff  chapter  oP 
his  prophecies.     We  may  here  obferve,  that  they 
went  a  great  way  in  the  performance  of  duty :  for 
(j.)  We  find  that  they  leek  God.     They  do  not 
live^  i^s  many  others  did^  in  a  carelels  negle^  of 
,  <  hiin. 
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himy  whereby  there  is  an  incotiteftable  evidence 
given  of  an  utter  and  endte  want  of  faith  ►  (2.) 
They  leek  him  in  the  ordinances,  of  his  own  ap- 
pointment ;  as  this  prophet  hints  here,  knd  gives 
a  more  full  account' in  the  firft  chapter  of  his  pro- 
phecy*  They  did  not  invent  to  themlelves  new 
.  and  uncouth  ways  of  ferying  and  feeking  God, 
fuch  as  their  own  extravagant  fancies  might  fiig- 
geft  to  them;  but  they  adhered  to  the  ordhian- 
ces  of  their  God,  his  appointments.  (3.)  Their 
attendance  was  not  a  piece  of.  force  and  violence 
put  upon  them :  they  took  delight  in  duty,  and  in 
approaching  to, God.  (4.)  They  were,  frequent 
and  dole  in  their  applications  to  dutj' ;  thqy  (ought 
God  (daily,)  (5.)  They  are  dcfirous  of  further 
informadon  as  to  their  duty;  they  did  alkof  God 
the  ordinance  of  juftiqe.  (6.)  They  did  not  only 
go  on  in  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties 
of  religion,  but  they  did  likewife  multiply  the' 
mpre*extraordinary  ;  ftich  as  the  fafting  (poken  of 
in  the  enfuing  verfes.  Thus  far  did  they,  go;  bat 
,notwithftanding  all  thi$,  they  were  void  of  faith. 
Thusfer  may  ye  go,  and  yet  be  utter  Grangers  to 
the  faith  of  God's  eleft. ,.  Indeed,  fuch  as  are  ha- 
bitual negleders  of  duties^  cannot  reaibnably  pre- 
tend to  any  intefeft  or  concern  in  this  faith  of 
God's  eleft:  yet  neither ,  can  fijch  as  muldply 
them,  fay  on  this  account,  that  they  have  faith ; 
fince  it  is  plain,  in  tl^  inftance  juft  now  menti- 
oned, that  this  may  be  to  a  high  degree,  while 
faith  is  wanting.  And  no.dpubt  Paul  before  his 
converfion  was  (hort  of  noi^ejn  performances  oF 
this  fort.     Nay,  further  we  add, 

9.  Every  change  upon  the  man,  even  to  the 
better,  is  no  fure  proof  of  j&ith.     For  great  altera- 
tions, as  to  people's  fentiments,  or  to  their  incli- 
nation 
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nation  and  converlation,  may  be  wrou^t,  where » 
there  is  no  gracious  change  upon  the  heart,  but  it  A 
continues  as  before.  Some,  when  they  find  therpi- 
lelvcs  altered  to  the  better  fcoiax  what  once  they 
\vere,  do  prefently  begin  to  think,  .that  now  they " 
have  faith,  and  that  aJl  fhall  be  well  with  them. . 
Bii^  th^re  is  a  vaft  raiftake  here,  a  moft  dangerous, 
ruining  and  Ibul-deftroying  error.  Indeed,  we muft 
own,   that  where  there  is  no  change,  there  can  . 
be  no  faith;  for  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  of  Ghriil,  and  is  not  born  with  men, : 
but  wrought  in   them;  and  when  it  comes,  it. 
comes  not  alone ;  it  is  one  of  the  moft  eflential- 
parts  of  the  new  man,  or  new  creature.     That  *  * 
here .  we .  may  undeceive  any  of  yoii,  who  lay 
weight  upon  that  which  may  fail  you,   if  trufted 
to,  we  fhall  infift  a  little  in  ihewing  you,  what 
changes  there  may  be  on  a  man,  who  yet  conti- 
nues a  ftranger  to  the  precious  faith  of  God's  eleft. 
How  the(e  changes  are  to  be  diftinguifted  from- 
thcother,  which  jptvfom  ,really  regenerate  do  un- 
dergo, we  m^y  afterwards  have  occafion  to  dif^ 
courfe,  when  we  come  to  give  the  marks  of  faith 
that  will  abide  the  triaU   We  (ay  then,  thatfbme  • 
change  wrought  upon  you  to  the  better,  is  not  . 
proof  enough  that  ye  have  faith;  fince  there*  may  be 
a  great  change  wrought  upou  perfbns  who  never 
did  believe ;  and  that  upon  the  whoje  man :  For, 
.  (i.)  There  may  be  a  great  change  wrought  u-' 
pon  the  mind,  or  underftanding  of  a  man.    Man^ 
is  naturally  blind,  and  knbws  not  his  way.     Siu  * 
has  put  out  the  eye  of  the  foul,    and  hence  meat 
are  faid  to  be  in  darkneft,  or  to  be  darktiels  itfelT 
in  the  abftraft,  before  the  Lord  begin  to  deal  with - 
them :  and  when  the  Lord  begins  to  work  upon  • 
them^  then  he  enlightens  their  minds,  tranflating 

them 
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tbem  from  darknefi  to  bis  light.  But  one  who 
.^never  was  favingiy  illuminate,  nor,  it  may  be,  ever 
(hall,  may  yet  undergo  a  great  change  ih  hisun- 
derftanding.  I  tell  you  a  threefold  change  upon 
the  mind  that  one  may  undergo  who  never  was 
Avingly  enlightened.  ( I.)  Such  an  one  may, 
by  mere  diligence  and  application,  \wthout  a«y 
fupernatiiral  affiftance,  attain  a  great  deal  of  khow- 
-lege  of  the  truths  of  God,  apd  of  the  tjiings  of 
"religion,  that  he  had  not  before.  There  are  few, 
if  ^ny  of  you,  (b  very  dull;,  but  conld  attain  a 
great  meafiire  of  knowlege,  would  ye  apply  your- 
felves  to  reading,  ftudy  and  meditation;  ye  might 
get  your  minds  fraught  with  much  head  know- 
lege of  religion :  'and  ibme  by  this  jneans  do  attain 
a  great  meafure  of  knowlege,  which '  makes  a 
great  change  upon  their  minds ;  the  mind  that 
formerly  was  full  of  the  blacknefs  of  darkneis  and 
grofs  ignorance,  is  no^y  furnifhed  with  a  ftock.of 
knowlege.  But  all  this  may  be  without  any  faith, 
or  without  any  fupernatural  wo!  k  of  God  upon 
the  foul ;  yea,  it  may  be  in  one  utterly  void  of 
any  regard  to  God.  \  (2.)  There  may  ftirthei;bca 
change  to  (bmething  3^et  higher;  the  mind  may 
have  a  beam  or  ray  of  lupernatural  light  darted 
ioto  it,  whereby  it  may  not  only  underftapd  thefe 
truths  as  it  doth  other  truths,  but  may  further  come 
tg  fee  ibme  peculiar  beauty  and  ufefulneft  in-them. . 
That  one  that  is  viridpf  the  laving  faith  of  God's 
cltift  rriay  reach  this  illumination,  the  apoftle  at 
ferts  plainly,  while  he  makes  it  one  of  the  attain* 
nients  ofthem  who.raay  fall  irrecoverably  away, 
Heb.vi.  4.  Nay,  (3.)  This  light  may  be  increaftd 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  put  them  in  a  capacity  to 
unfold  the  truths,  of  tfie  g6(pel  to  others.  Thus 
there  may  be  a  great  change  wrought  upon  •  the 
-  -'  .  .  mind, 
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mind  or  nnderflaading,  a  change  fxom  gtofi  ig- 
norance to  ionus : acquired  knowtege;  from*  thi^^ 
actjuiredluiowlegd  to'fbme  degree  of  (piritual  illu^ 
mioatjoat  and  £rbnL  that  to  ai  high  degree  of  {pi- 
ritual  light/iiich  a&  jjudas  and  Balaam 'had^nvhere* 
hf  ihey  yt^t^  cap^citW.  so  kno>¥  and  utiderfiand 
the  things  6£Gf«iin  it  d^ee  (b  enunent,  as  to  be. 
able  to  inftruA  others.  All  this  change  may>  ozie 
fhatis aaunbdiever undergo,  and yetjcominliefb 
ftiU>.  and  perifh  eternally  in  unbelief. 

(1.)  There  .ttiay|  be  *  a  great  change  upon  the 
cotiicienoe,  and  yet  the  (bul  maybe  Void  of  faith. 
There'  may  be  a  change  from  dce4>  fecurity  to  a- 
v^kenings  and  convidions;  and.  from  iuch  trou- 
bles again  to  a  ibrc  of  peace,  caUnnefs  and  lereni- 
ty  of  Gonfejence..  Thus  many  times  it  is  with 
fdniiporary  believers.:  If  the  thundering  of  the 
few  /nake  finntr^  begin  to  (hake  and  bcmr  them-* 
ielv^ ;  theii  th^  jioys  of  heaven  prefented  to  the 
ibul's  view,  in  the  light  of  a  beam.of  fuperixatural 
common  illumination,  will  inimediately  ^  calm, 
^ompofe  and  fettle  all  again. 

i  C3O  There  may  ,be  a  great  change  wrought  oix 
the  afief)tions,'whei;e  there  is  no  faith.  One  may, 
have  flafhes  of  joy  and  grief  about  (piritual  obn 
iefl:?.  Nay,  more,  there  may  be  fomcthing  like 
2^1  abiding  change  wrought  ontheiaffeflions;  the 
delight  in  {piritual  duties,  the  fbrrow  for  fin,  icar 
of  wrath,  that  is  attained,  may  be  kept  up  in  the 
{bul  for  a  long  time.  But  of  this  we  have  Ipokeix 
l^jfficiently  already :  wherefore  we  proceed  to  a  . 
,  (4.)  Change,  that  may  be  where  ^herc  is  no. 
&Mhi  and  that  is  upon  the  will.  See  what  a  will 
the  Ifraelites  had,  Deut.  v^  27.  The  will  may  be* 
wrought  (b  far  uj>Qn;,as  <o  ai'rjye  .^t  m  ny  .fa^nt 
iQcli|iatioQ8^  :^ifhings  and  wouidings  After  graces 
X  Thw 
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-fihe  jBpn  that  is  gwdkened  in  (ome  meafiire,  hears 
£».ini]Gh  bf  4^  eiccellemy  pf  gmoe,  and  ^  i^ 
4ieauty  of  bolindl,  ^whicfa  he  is  poi^vinced  in  1A 
judgnient  is  true^  that  ir  may  inkiuce  atid  dra'sr 
the  wHl  Do  (ame,  fifties,  and  evefi- 16  ib^ne  refe^ 
tutions  of  ieefcing  after  it.  la  ^f^i  there  may  ^ 
'  (5.)  Great  changes  ti^n  the  c0«ver£it!o^  >vtiei« 
there  is  no  ^uiAu  The  opettly  ipro&ne  man  may 
bejchasiged  into  acivi}^  moml  and  blamekifsmani 
the  civil  man,  t^  Ibme  comili^in  ^vorjc  of  God  *i 
Spirit,  ;may  4>e  turned  into  4  ptoftflbry  who  may 
multiply  pefigibiis'  duties^  and  pr^eend  as  hig^  aa 
any.  Wbeve:  peribna  ^e  under  a  £dthfal  minlftry^ 
and  under  die  infloence  of  lively  ordinances,  diey 
may  find  it  ftimoft  impofiible^  through  rhe  po^t^er 
of  conviAion,  to  continue  in  open  pro&neneft^ 
or,  it  maybe,  to  veft  upon  met^e  civility.  THefis 
nands  may  be  £>  filled  with  li|^,  that  confciencc 
iviM  Aot  fi^  d|em  to  reft 'flioit  at  feaft  of  a  foirn 
ofgodHne^t  andfhereforemany  uptMi  fiach  ocoafi- 
^6  go  1)116  letigch,  and  Aep  n6  father.  Asfome 
do  ^ape  the  pollutions  of  the  world  through  lufl^ 
who  y^  are  ugain  ^ntangkd  therein,  and  oy^r* 
ei9nie,  a  Pet.  ii.  t^  So  &mc  who  have  been  en- 
tangM  for  a  confiderable  time,  are  afterward 
pulkd  as  itwereout  of  die  ihare  again,  and  reach 
a  blamelei^  walk  i^efere  ti^  world ;  and>  it  may 
be,  make  a  fair  prDfeffion  of  raltglon,  and  yet.  are 
cmacquaintdd  with  ^dtli.  Paul,  bcfote  his  conver- 
fion,  was  bkmelefil  concerning  the  righteouChefs 
that  is  of  the  }aw :  and  why  may  not  one,  who 
has  for  a  while  been  profane,  rsformt  and  go  as 
great  a  length  that  way  as  Pad  did  ?  Tfa^e  is  no 
doubt  he  may. 

lo.  In  the  laft  place,  we  lay,  that  ye  may  have 
tome  fort  of  fsAth,  and  yet  w^nt  the  4avi»g  Aitk 
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pF^God's  eleS:. '  iEvery  one ihat  believes  lias  nqf 
that  faith  Avhich  we  have  been  diicourllng  o^ 
•jTi^re  arc  three  forts  of  faith  which  yi  jpay  hav^ 
and  yet  be  etemaliy  ruined,  getting  !your  pprtioa 
■with  hypocrites  .and  unbelievers,' ^.  \  •      , 

( I  .^  There  is  a  fort  ot  f^th  that  we  may  call  ^ 
cradle  &ith.  It  is  of  an  ^e,  if  I  may  fo  ipeak. 
With  the  pcrfon  that  has  it.  Some  of  jrou,  th^f 
ye  (ay  ye  believe,  yet  cannot  tell,  how  ye  came  tp 
believe;  only  as  l<Hig  as  ye  can  pipii^y  things 
ye  remember  ye  ftlll  did  fo;  fijom  the  tiiue  y/^ 
could  diftinguifti  betwixt  |[oc)d  and  evij^  ye  did  al** 
Vays  believe ;  ye  brought  it  from  the  cradle,  widi 
yoy.  This  is  the  common  faith  that  moft  par-t 
have,  and  they  go  no  further.  Md  if  we  coul4 
hut  once  get  men  and  women  pejrfoa^  thajt  *hifi 
faith  win  not  Cive  thjem,  we  would^  "^^  -^wwakl 
have  gained  much  uppn  them/  B^lieye^it,  my 
friends,  this  faith  never  laved  pne,  andto  eterni- 
ty will  never  five  anyj  but  many  one  has  i| 
ruiqed.  I  have  a  fourfold  exception  to  lay,  agailift 
this  faith.  Ci-)  It  is  a  plant  hot  of  Gpi^planting* 
The  faith  of  God's  ekft  is  a.  ^iant  4hat  fs  planted 
by  the  hand  of  God;  henqe  it  is  called,;  iht  faith 
of  the  operation  ofGodf  ^d  the  gift  of  God:  buji 
^is  (aith  that  is  fo  rife  amoxig  you,  is  a  weed  tha( 
grows  up  of  its  own  accord,  without  any  fort  oif 
pains.  They  who  have  it  are  not  debtors  to  Go4 
for  it,  fihce  it  iprur^  up  with  them,  and  God  had 
no  band  in  its.  produftion.  (2.;.  It  is  in  a  bad 
foil  that  it  grows,  in  a  corrupt  unrenewed  nature* 
Tc  who  fay  ye.  do  believe,  dare  ye  fey,  as  in  the 
fight  of  God,  that  ever  your  hearts  were.  ci;i.anged 
and  renewed  ?  I  am  fure  many  of  you  d^«  not 
(ay  it;  or  if  ye  do,  confciencewiil  tey  you  toyoui: 
face,  that  you  lie:  yet  notwithftandiiig  this,   you 
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V>D  maintain  that  ye  believe,  and  (b  think  your- 
&lyes  (ure  ;of  falvation.  I  befeech  you,  by  all  the 
love  ye  bear  to  your,  own  Ibuls,  do  not  hazard 
them  upon  this  faith ;  for  as  (ure  as  God  lives,  it 
will  deceive  you.    There  never  grew  a  tree  in  na- 
ture's garden,  in  a  foil  (b  bad  as  that  of  unrene'w- 
cd  nature,  that  ever  was  capable  of  bearing  fo 
chdce  a  fruit  a^  falvation  is.  All  that  grows  there 
IS  fin,  and  the  fruit  of  that  is  death.     The  wages 
of  fin  is  deathf  Rom.  iii.  23.  and  if  ye  expeftany 
other,  ye  will  tiicet  with  a  di(app<Mntment  that 
wll  not  be.  cafy  to  be  born.    (3.)  This  feith  of 
yours  is  not  kept  alive  by  influences  from  heaven, 
as  is  the  faith  of  God's  eleA.  As  the  precious  &ith 
,  of  God's  elcft  is  at  firfl  planted  in  the  foul,  by  the 
bleffed  ha.hd  of  him,  who  is. the  author  of  faith  to 
iall  them  that  believe ;  fb  it  receives  all  its  increafes 
fi-om  him.    He  nourifhes  it  by  influenced  from  a- 
bove ;  it  derives  all  its  growth  from  him.     The 
gentle  breezes  of  the  fpirit,  the  north  and  fbuth 
winds  breathing  in  the  ordinances,  quicken  all  the 
graces  of  the  ipirit,  and  caufe  them  fend  forth  a 
favoury  and  fragrantifhiell.     Faith  holds  it?  life, 
its  all  of  Chrift.    But  this  faith  of  yours  quite  o^ 
Verlooks  the  Mediator';  it  fees  no  need  .of  him;  it 
feadsnot  to  him.    That  which  it  lays  hold  upon,> 
is  fbme  wrong'  notion  of  God,  as  if  he  were  al- 
together fuch  an  one  as  ^ur^lves,  a  God  that 
has  as  light  thoughts  of  fm  as  ye  have,  and  can 
with  as  much  eafe  pafs  it  by  without  any  refent- 
ment,  as  ye  can  commit  it.     God  doth  indeed 
take  pleafure  in  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy;  but 
it  is  in  his  mercy  asdilcovered  in  the  go(pel-me- 
thod  of  falvation;  and  any  faith  that  has  no  re- 
fpea  to  this,  will  be  rejefted  of  God.     The  feith 
of  God's  eleft  fetches  every  thing  from  Chrift  as 

the 
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the  way  knd  the  tr eafiire ;  and  it  comes  all  to  him 
as  the  end.  This  faith  of  yours,'^  when  ye  have 
need  of  pardon,  carries  you  ftraightway  to  God's 
mercy,  without  ever  owning  Chrift:  but  the  faith 
pf  God's  eleft,  le^ds  the  believer  to  Chrift,  as  to 
him  whom  merey  has  exalted,  to  be  the  prince 
and  the  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remiffion. 
of  fins.  "Thus  feith,  laving  feith,  comes  to  Chrift 
for  all,  while  that  common  faith  that  ye  reft  upon, 
quite  ncglefts  bimu  (4.)  As  is  the  tree,  fo  is  the 
fruit.  This  faith  bfyburs,  as  it  is  not  of  God's 
planting,  but  a  weed  fprung  out  of  corrupt  na- 
ture*s  foil,  and*  Is  k^pt  alive  by  ignorance  of  God's 
Kblinefs  and  juftice,'  and  the  exceeding  (infulneis 
<5f  fm :  fo  its  fruit^k  anfwerible  to  the  root.  We 
fee  not  the  fruits  of  holinefe  grow  upon  it ;  but, 
bii  the  contrary,  for^iality,  a  neglefltof  God,  in-, 
differehcy  about  falvation,  and  all  .the  concerns  of 
religion.  And  whether  ye  will  beflieve  it  or  not,, 
when  thelc  fruits  continue  a  while,  they  will  ripen 
into  tfamnation.  .  This  faith  will  not  lave  you,, 
and  therefore  truft  not  to  it. 

•  (2.)  Ye  may  havd  a  faith  which  I  fnay  call  a 
f^timal  faithy  for  deftruftion'^s  lake.    This  is  a 
ftep  beyond  the  former.    That  common  feith  is 
rherely  the  fruit  of  cuftom  and  education ;  but  this 
goes  a  degree  farther.  '  Some  men  of  re&ied  Ipi- 
rits  are  not  accuftbmed  to  take  truth  upon  truft' 
fi-Om*  others,  but  ifo  fearfch  iftto  it  thciriiielvfes,;  that 
they  may  give  their  dlfent  to  it  upop  folid  and  ra- 
tional grounds.  Arid  fdch  perdbns  are  apt  to  think 
it  irrational  to  a  'Kigti  degree,  to  afe^J^s'ca^tiba 
in  enquiring  into  the  grounds  whdfebtt  ti/ey  db  ^ 
believe,  that  religion  they  are  to  hazard  their  fouls 
upcJii'r  and  certainly  thus  far  are  th^yiti  the  right.  \ 
Wen  then,  that  thtyimay  bel^tisiS^d^ih-tfalsmat^*'* 
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ter,  they  enquire  what  realba  they  have.to  believe 
that  thefe  persons  cRdf  indeed,  write  tha  Icrioture, 
whoaregivenovft  to  be  the  penmen  of  it;  anq  whe- 
ther, if  they  be  found  to  be  the  pefunea  of  it^.  they 
fceperfens  wprtitiyto  be  credited.  Upon  fearch  they 
find  bdth  to  be  p6*ifirmed^  twyr  ,the  greateft  hiflo- 
rical  evidence  poffible:  and  thus  they  arebrought 
ro  give  a  general  afTeitt^j.  an^  takfi  up  a  firm  per- 
fiiafibn'  of  the  truth  4)f  the  iiripture  in  general, 
and  particularly .  of  the  truth's  ,qoBcerniog.  Jcfus 
CHriu  ;  ari^  ^ere  they  refty.  aocf  uke  this  for  ^v- 
ihg  faith.  Andt  this  {brt  of  faith  is  common  c- 
liough  araohg,  the  more  learri?,d  fort,  as  the  other 
i's  ampngj  the. more  ignorant.  Many  a  Ifaiaaedi 
ihan  hj\s  gone  to  liellwith  this*  faith,  which  if  fuf- 
ficient  Indeed  to  put  an  acceat  upon,  their,  xoife- 
fy,  and  ^o  vindicate  the  juftxce  of  God  ia  their  e- 
tcrhat  defim£tibn ;  but  is  no  way  ufeful  to  thBra> 
K>r  falyatlpn.  Tfae  n^tiire^  ufts^d defeftsof this, 
filth,  t  flTlMl  not  inCfl  on-;  B^icaufefewof  yo^arc- 
jtiucn  concernedr  in  it,,  it  being|not  cirdinarily  to  be- 
fbund  among  any,  favc-  tlioliT  y^ho  liavemore  ki- 
f^re  and  occafipn.for, reading  ttan  jnoftjofyouhave. 
(3.)^  Ye  niay  yet.  go- a  flep  fufdier,.'  ai;id.  react 
tpat  4ltli^  which  by  praffical',  4iyij;xe?  is  called  a^ 
temfiorarx  faith  i,  iiiclj  as  wa*  thai:  which  the  hear- 
ers conipired  to.  the  ftonjs  grqWj^l  bad,,  of  \vhom 
our!" 


la  its  rife.,,.  .Tlie  former  fojrt  of  fiith  is  the  fcuit, 
jTJerely  of^the  ex^r.cile  of  th^  rational  faculties;  but 
this  is  produced  by  an  operation,  of  tbe  Spirit  of 
God.  TH^  power  of  the  Ibiritgoing  along  with 
the  difpenfation  of  .tKe  word^j 'doth  hy  a  conunapn 
operarion^jfkoiiiice  this  elFeilpitlie  foi^.    Stcwi- 
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ly,  Thefermer  &kb  bas  d.  vdB^^  ppkicqMttty,  if 
not  oDly>:to  the  truth'  of  thte  gofpel ;  whereas  this 
has  Mewife  a  refpiifV  to  the  b^ftuty,  (Vedtnefs> 
aad  goodne&  of  the  thin^  themfelves;  and  hcace 
>¥e.are  lold  Jth«lt  they  fet^tx^d  t-ht  wrd  wthjoy^ 
They  law  a  beauty^  (wjBctneis  and  ufefblaefi  in 
the  thti3g3^dtfeo¥erec|>'  as  well  as-^Uth  ia  the  dil^ 
covery;  and  bothy  by  a  beam  6f  lu|>bm«tnral 
light,  let  in  Mptsi  the  P>q1  by  a  common  operati* 
on  of  the}  Spirit  of  GiM. .  But  hotv^ever  this  feith 
goes  thus- far  ;  yet  ;ii\  two  thinlgs'  it.  ^Is  (hOrt  of 
the  feith  of  God/s  eleft.*  Firft^  It  haft  »o  abiding 
rooC;  it  k:  oitly  a  tranfient  work  upon  the  foul, 
witbodt  the  commuDic^atton  of  any  inward  and  a* 
biding  principle;  lihe  heart  is  riot  changisd';  only 
there  is.  a  traniient  effeA  wroughlirupon  the  ration 
nal  powers  rfthdfouL  Secondly y  It  never  carrier 
the  &ul  the  length  ef  a  full  clgd&re  with  the  gor 
fpel-Aiethtkl-  of  StWation^  whatever  ^pprehenfioa 
of  the  ejfcdlen^  fbereof  way  be  im  it;  yet  ther^ 
is  never  (uch  avlav?  goit  of  all  the  parts  of  that 
contrivance/ asis  fufiicient  to  determinie  thd heart 
to  an  approbation  of  it,. 

'  Several  other  forts  of  faith  tti^t  likewife  be 
named,  ^hSch  p^ribfts  msqr  hwc^  and  yet  .&11 
(hort  of  that  Which  is^faving:  batlfballpafs  them> 
beemife  thene  is  not  fb  great  danger  that  they  be 
miflaken,  and' put  la  the  room  of  the  f^ilh  Wf 
now  enquire  after.       >  «    »     .  .     • 

Thus  l&r  havit  we  gone  in  3i[.di&>vtry  of  tfe^ 
&ady  foundations  whereon:ntflny  <)f  you  dp  build 
yoitf  hopes  of  hfeavcn;  and  we-fear  that  yet  njsny 
of  )'ou  will  hold  dri  in  the  old  eo*:6f(ci  holdihg.faft 
deceit,  aiid  building  upon  the  *ftnd>  If  ye  40  iq* 
th^  we  affune.  you,  in  th^  naine.  of  God,  ,t£^ 
foundation  will. M. you;  .aud.thc  higher  your  ^t 
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j^dbtions  are  nufiki,  the  n^o^e  cc^fbundihgW) 
your  dilappointment  be.  Since  the  hazard  has 
'  been  laid  hdfyre  you,  God  is  free,  "We  are  free  of 
yoiir  blood ;  and  therefore  your*  deftruftion  is  in- 
rirely  of  yonrfelvcs  j  and  this  will  be  ho  mean 'ag- 
gravation of  ybur  mifery.  .  . 
•  -   We  (hall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  3rou, 

•  Thirdly^  The  true  mirks  of  the  faith  of  God's 
eleft,  wberfeby  we  may  know  and  be  fore  thatyc 
do  believej  and^  that  believing  ye  (hail  be  (aved; 
which  was  the  laft  thing  We  proppled  in  our  en- 
try upo»n  this  ufe  of  the  doftrine. 

•  But  before  we  come  to  the  marks  themfelvcS) 
we  fliail  lay  before  you  a  few  things^    Acid, 

I.  We  take  it  for  granted,  that  there  ane marks 
whereby  ftith  may  be  known.  A  very  confide- 
rable  part  of  thefcripture  \»  faid  to  be  written  oa 
this  very  defign,  to  affift  perfons  ill  making  i 
judgment  of  their  own  ftate,  Whether  they  do  be- 
lieve or  not,  I  John  v.  1 3.  Thefe  things  have  I 
written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the 
Son  of  God,  that  ye  may  (knorm)  that  ye  have  e- 
ternal  lifej  and  that  ye  may  believe  on  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  Cod^ 

'  2.  That  wo  may  make  fo  clear  a  judgment  of 
duFcafe  by  tiyele  marks,  as  to  reach  joy  In  fiith's 
lippf  ehenfioh  of  our  oWn  intereft  in  Ghrift  and  fal- 
Vfttion,  there  is  requifitea  fpecial  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Comfort  God  keeps  In  his  own 
hahd,  and  h^'U  moflf  fbvereign  and  abfolute  in  the 
difpenfing  of  it.    Yet, 

' .  3.  We  fey  there  are  facb  marks  as  may,  thro* 
to-brdindry  influence  of  the  fpirit,  keep  the  foul 
lip  in  (uch  a  comfortable  periuafioa  of  its  believ- 
fog,  of  the  reality  of  its  faith,  as  will  at  leaftkeep 
fro^Adifqaietipg  and  finking  difcouragexaeiits,  and 
-----  :  .  ca» 
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engage  It  to  a  cheerful  attendauce  to  all,  com- 
manded  duties,  as  not  being  defjpohdent  .of  a 
bleflecl  iffue  of  what  concerns  Tt., 

4.  Xhere.  are  fome  marks,  which  have  a  rqfpeffc 
to  the  reality,  and  others  which  do  refp^ft  the  de-r 
gree  of  faith.   We  delign  only  to  infift  upon  fuch 
as  have  a  refpeft  to  the  reality. of  it;  and  Ihall 
not  fpend'  time  in  offering  marks,  whereby  we 
may  know  where  faitH  is  in  its  higheft  degree :  for 
\vhen^it  conies  to  that,  it  will  evidence  itielf  to.  the 
foul  by  tkefe  bleffed  concomitants  of  it,  P^ace  of 
vpnfcltncey  ttnd'joy  in  the  Holy  Ghojl.     Our  bufi- 
neis  now  leading  the  other  way,  we  (hall  enquire 
into  thcfe  evidences  of  faith  whjch  are  to  be  fpund 
for  ordinary  in  all  themi  that  do  really  believe,  th^jt 
is,  when  not  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
fome  temptation.    There   are  moreover   fome 
marks  that  are' ileadable  ujion  all  occafions,  in  a 
ftorm,  as  well  as  in  fair  weather :  they  are  of  uf| 
to  the  (bulih  all  its  grcateft  ftraits  and  perplexities  f 
there  are  others  which   are  not  discernible   i^ 
ftorms ;  we  fhall  only  Infift  upon  the  former,  and 
ftiall  not  (pend  your  time  ih  handling  many,  ber 
caufc  one  Iblid  mark  may  be  of  more  real  and  (p- 
lid  ufe  than  many.  , 

■*'  The  way  being  thus  far  cleared,  I  flidl  no>i( 
proceed  to  lay  before  you  ibfrieof  thefe  evideiic:es 
of  faith,  thefe  rtiarks  whereby  ye  may  fafely  con- 
clude that  ye  do  believe.  Ana,,  "  .  ** 
-?I,  We  fey- one  ihay  know  and  be  .fiire  that  he 
doth  believe,  and  that'  even  in  the  midfl  of  all 
temptations  that  may  befal  hlm/by  his 'Jieart's 
cboofing,  embracing  and  approving  God*s  way 
of  laving,  finnets  by  the  meciiati<)n  of  JefusChrift^ 
and  relying  thereon  with  a  renunciation  of  all  ch 
ther  pretended  ways.    This  piark  indeed  is  noi 
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diftinfl:  from  feith ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  principal 
aftings  of  favfrig  feith,  yet  it  is  fuchjan  one  as  is 
difcemible  by  all  that  will  refleft  upoii  themfelvcs-, 
and  that  even  under. great  ftorms.  and  violent 
tenvptarions.  Now  that  ye  may  underflaml  this 
mark  diftinftly,  we  (hall,  i.  give  ybo^lbme  (hort 
account  of  the  golpel  contrivance  fpr^he  falvaciori 
of  finners.  (2.)  We  (hall  (hew  wherein  it  is  that 
this  approbation  of  the  gofpel-meth^od  of  falvation 
tonfifts.  3.  We  (hall  fhew,  how  faith  doth  ap- 
prove of  it-  And  laftly.  How  it-  doth  dilcover. 
even  undet  the  greateft  temptations,  t^iat  it  hadeed 
doth  approve  of  this  method,  to  an?  utter  rejefti' 
bti  of  all  others. 

;  (i.)  As  for  the  go(pel  contrivance  which  faith 
appfoves  of,  ye  may  tak^.fbme  Recount  of  it  in 
the  ibllowirig  remarks.  . . 

I,  It  leans  upon  a  twofold  Juf^fition in  refe- 
rence to  man's  efface.  The  one  is  that  whicbwc 
ifind  our  Lord  a/Terting  ofthechuneb  of  Laodicea, 
llev.  lii.  17.  Andjt  is  equally  true  o? all  natural- 
ly. All  rtien,  By  nature,  are  ivr^chcdj  and  mi/e* 
^abU^  and  foory  and  i/indy  arid  tuihed'i  Poor, 
fil'i^ymg  apoftate  man  has  hi%  eyes  put  out,  and 
Efto\vs  not  how  to  take  one  flejj  towards  happi* 
nefs :.  he  is  as  blind  asa  Aone.  Nor  has  he  any 
thing  to  Ikreen  himlelf  from^  the  wra^h  of  a  fin- 
ire^engingGod*:  fin  has  raade.h|nx  naked  r.be.ha^ 
rf6w  no  garment  'xm  clothe  him,  to  ke^p  the  fham« 
ofbisnakeidncfs  from  being  feen,  .Ff^:isA'perfc£k 
Sankrupty  and  cannot  go  tbtiie.charge  of  aoe 
good  thought. '  Ranftic  his  heaj-t,.  took  never  ia 
narrowly  into  it,  ye  fhall  not  there  find  fo  much 
^oodnefs  left  by  fiti,  as  to  fcrnifh  out  one  rcaRy 
good  and  acceptable  thought.  Upon  all  tbefea(> 
^bunts^  he  is  miferable^  and  wretched^  with  a  wk« 

*  nefi, 
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neis.  Aff^rR^  this  canlriv&^«'  lays  dowte  as  a 
foundation^  cbis  grand  iufpoSxmn^  that  man  can 
do  nothing  for  the  fiippiy  of  hi»aw2i  .vitnts. 

2.  The  gofpel  is  a  difcovery  of  a  blefled  coh^ 
trivatice  that  God  has  le^  do^  for  the  faltvation 
of  finner^y  for  providing  them  a  bkfled  flqyply  of 
aU  theft  d^fe^is.  There  i^ras  jEpohi  eternity  a  bap* 
ipy  coB^crivaMe  fmmed,  for  jfroviding  fihiul  man 
with  a  garment^  a  robe  ofrigiiteoufoefi,  that  the 
fliame  of  his  nak^dne&may  not  appear;  and  fof* 
prepairing  eye-felve  to  him,  to  cure  his  natural 
folly  and  b&idxieift;  and  riches  to  hrm>  thatrhtf 
may  faayts  a  fofiident  AocH  t^live  upon  in  time 
and  for  eternity^  even  riches  of  grace,,  and  riches 
of  glory,  the  ^Kfiearchable  riches  of  Chi^ift. 

iW|  3.  TIhs  blefled*  prcjedi:  pronrides.all  this 
jfopply  foff  poor  finfql  man>.  in  Jeius  Chdft-  the 
Mediattor  of  the  covenant.  Jll  the  freafmres  of 
wifiantandof  hicru/kge  are  hid  in  him;  for  H 
fleafed  the  father  that  in  Jnmflfould  all  fubjejfi 
dweMf\Co\,\,  19*. and  ii«  j^..  And  that  upon  thi9 
blei&d  d^fip^^  that  all  hi$)  people  might  come  td 
himgs  the  great  repolltory  of.yrildom^and  thenca 
derive  i^ch  &ppUes  as  they  find  docafion  for«  Wt 
is-  ai»Ie-  to  fori^iAx  them  ^^kb  riches  of  grace  hsre^ 
an4  riches  of  gtory  he/eaftei";  for  with  him^^ 
dupable  fiches  atid  right eoi^mfsy  Prov..viii.  18- 
And  herjfieit  is  tlhat  We  find  him  prcffing4ihcLa* 
odicean  church  to  come  :to  iiim  that  ihe  might 
have  GM  tried  in  the  fire y  that  flye  mighnb^rkh: 
andivbit^  raitnenty  that  Jhcrmght  Be  clothedy  thati 
ikejkame  of  her  nakednefs  might  not  appear  i.mii 
eye-fohfe^  that  Jhe  might  fe^^  Rev.  iii.  18. 

4«  There,  is  in  this  ccmtrivatice,.  a  -vVay  laid! 
dawn,  for  ^uttjjfig  the  peribns  whom  God  defignsr 
to  iave>Ja'jth^  actual  po&i&oD4)f  that  J;>LdIed  .pip-r 

vifi- 
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vifion  chftt  is  made  for«  them  in  a  IVCeiiator;  and 
filch  a  way  as  is  ekalftly  adapted  to  the  wife  and 
holy  ends  God  propoies  to  himfelf  in  the  whole 
projeft.:  '     ' 

!    5.  The  great  drfigti  khat  God  aims  at,  both  in 
making  thisprovifion  for  the  fiipply  oFthe  wants 
of  eie^  (inners,  and  in  pating  them  in  the  pof- 
feffionofit,  is,  ontlieoYie  hand,  taadvance  glo- 
rious grace;  and,  on  the  other,  to  lay  man  low. 
This  is  exprefly  affettcd  to  be  the  defign  of  God 
in  carrj'ingon  this  prc^eft  and  contrivance,  i  Cor. 
i*  29,  30,  3  L   Chrtft  Jefm  is  made  cf  God  to  us 
luifdom^  righteoajkefsy  fan^ificafi^ri  dnd  redemp- 
tvHtti  ihat  na  ftejh  might  gkry  In  his  fight;  but  that 
he  that  glorieth  may  glory  irt  the  Lord*  -  Mah  has 
wifdora;  but  there  is  no  acCtCs  fot-him  to  glory 
in  it,fmce  God  has  provided  ahd  treafiired  it  up 
for  him  in  Chrift  Jefiis;  and  not  only  fo,  but  a- 
aiialfy  put  htm  in  poffeffion  of  it ;  for  he  is  made 
ofOodr^i/dom  io  him^  *  Man,  by  this  means,  is. 
clothed  in  a  ftately  robjs  of  righteoufiiefs;  but  he 
has-  inothing  to  glory,  of,  fince,  I  tt^y^iayj  Gbd 
not  ohly  iprepares  the  mbe,  hut  pilts^Jt  on.  Chrifi 
fefiii  being  made  of  God  righteoufiitfs  to  man,  he 
is^madeholy,  and  fo  litodcime^  to  be  afharerof 
the  inhbritance.  of  .the'/liints  in  fight;  but  what 
has  heto.boaft  pf,  fii>ce  it  ^s  entirely-owing  to  the 
Lord  rjcfos  Chrift  that  he  is  (bi  This  is  thilt  great 
contrivance  which  faith  approves  ofi 
.  C^w)  A&  forrthe  nature  of  xhis  approbjrtion  which 
feith  gives  of  !t,  whereby  it  evidences  its  own 
tiiith.andreality,  we'raay  takeit  up  in  four  things. 
I .  Some  knowlege  of  it.     Apj^obation  ever 
implies  knowJcge :.  there  is  no  approving-  of  that 
which  we  krtow  not..  And  before  w^  dp- approve 
this  .bleiled  contrivance,  we  muft  fee-it  ifi  -a  fiiper- 

•  natu- 
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natural  li^t :  none  will  ever  approve  of  it^ .  'wh<>, 
fee  it  only  with  a  carnal  eye  j  fer  to  fiich  it  }s  fool-j 
ilhand  weak.  To  faye  tuners*  by  a  crucified 
Saviour^  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  i^i^obe  all  the  glory 
of  it  to  the;grace,  m?rcy  and  love  of  God,  with- 
out allo\ying  m^n  to  divide , the  fp^^Us  witji  God^; 
is  foaGJhinefi  .to  fh^  Gr^eks^  uud  ,a/himUing  block: 
to  the  JfevfSf  i  Cor.  i.  23.  aipd  it  ever  will  be  fb, 
unlefs  to  thoie  into  whole  minds  and  hearts  God, 
has  ihined,  to  giye  the .  ^gjjt  0f  the  knowiege  of 
the  glory  of  €qd  in  the  face  of  J^fus  Chrift, 

2.  It  takes  in  the  heart's  fati^Alon  with  God's 
ends  and  defigns  in  this,  blefled  device.  :  \^rhat 
thefe  are  ye-  mav  underftand  from  what  we;  did. 
juft  now  difcourie  to  you.    They  are  eafily  redu- 
cible to  thefe  three.    Firfi^  He  aims  at  the  falva^^ 
tion  of  his  own  eleft.     Secondly y  He  defigns  to- 
fave  them  in  fiich  a  way,  as  that  they  fhall  have 
no  ihare  in  the  glory  of  their  ialvatlon.     Ihirdly^ 
He  defigkis  to  have  all  the  glory  of  it  to  his  owa 
blefled  nan^e^    I^  ow,  when  one  approves,  the  go* 
ipel  contrivance  for  the  falvatioti  <^  finners,  then, 
his  heart  is  fetisfied  with  all  thefe  defigns.  The  grft 
of  them  wouktreliihwell.  enough -even  with  a  car- 
nal heart ;  it  is  naturd  to  eyery  one  to  defire  fal^; 
vation ;  but  the  other  two  will  never  ga  down' 
with  any,  who  is  not,  by  a  day  of  God's  power, 
made  wiilinjg. .  Nothing  but  omnipotent  grace  can 
make  man  cpntent  to  fioop  (o  low^  that  the  Lord, 
alone  maybe  exalted.  ,    .  .  , 

3.  This  approbation  takes  in,  the  heart's  (atisfe- 
ftlon  with  the  means  God  has  made  choice  of  fof^, 
compafling  thefe  blefled  defigns.  The  mind,  fees 
them  in  God's  Ught ;  and  the  heart  refls  in  then%, 
as  proper  and  fuSicient^  fuch  as  became  the  wif^^ 

dom^ 
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dom  of  C5od  to  appoint  jlnd  m^eufe  ofj . in  order 
to  ^  atf«nment  of  tkde  ends :  and  hereon, 

3.'  Thei^c  cnfiies,-  tfce  heartfs  cleaving  to  tKs 
contrivance,  even  to  tfie  whoie  of  it,  *^ti]x  caiiver- 
-fei'fitisfeaion,  bekig  fiiHy  content  with  it  in  aH 
Its  palrts^  and  prefeniing  it  to  all  othfer  ways;  nay, 
riot  only  fo,  but-cotmting  them  lots  and  dung,  Co 
it  may  have  an  intereft'in  this  way* and  tnethod  pf 
God*s  <:ontriving.    This  is  tiiat  aftrtig  of  laving 
i&ith  tia^  gives  a  fore*  tirie  to  CSii51l  and  ^L  his 
purchafe.     He  that  thus  approves  of  this'  felefled 
device,  In  lb  doing  putteth  to  his  fed,  that  God 
is  trae  in  the  record  he  hath  ^rri  5  and  this  is 
thei-ecoiid  that  God^ath  'bopn,  that  be  hath  pro* 
vided  life,  and  that  thisHfe  is  in  hti  Svft,  1  John 
v,  10.  %VTieh  once  a  finner  is  brought  this  length, 
then  God  reaches  all  his  defign,  gct$  all  that  glory 
that  le  is  feeking:  and  therefore  no  more  'can  be 
required  in  order  to  thefinner's  obtaining  the  ab- 
vantage  of  that  «)ni*ivance.  It  were  cify  to  make 
it  appear,  that  ftil  the-  delcriptions  of  laving  faith 
that  we  find  in  the  fcripttire  terminate  here.  I  pro- 
ceed now, 

-  ( j.)  To  enqrfre  particulariy  how4ith'dbth  ap- 
pro\5fe,  this  contrivance ;  or,  what  Is  !n  it  that  it 
doth  approve:  andinanlwer  tothis,  we  (ay  6iih 
approves  of  it, 

f .  A5  a  way  foil  of  infinite  wilHom.  The  ma* 
nifold  Vifilom  of  God  ihines  withfuch  a  dazzling 
luftre  in  the  eye  of  faith,  that  it  fills  the  (but 
with  admiration  at  the  depth  of  wtfHom  tljatctoth 
appear  in  this  blefled  contrivance,  which  recon- 
dles  Ae  (eemingly  Irreconcilable  interefts  of juftice 
atad  mercy  in  God^  the  one  whereof  feemi  to  reft 
Iktisfied  with  nothing  ftiort  of  the  finner's  death, 
and  the  other  demands  his  life:  moreover  it  ad- 
mires 
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niir«tfai$C(&nttiVance,  becaiile  it  reconciles  thef^ 
two  feemingiy  irreconcikbie  clefires,  viz.  that  df 
the, glory  9?  God,  and  that  of  bur  own  (aJratioCT. 
Both  ifeefe^we  (hoald  ever  haveV  and  both  thefe  c;: 
very  <Mie  that  is  iavirigly  enlightened  wUi  have: 
bnt  how  they  could  have  been  together  in  the 
lame  foul,  the  wit  of  men  or  angeU  could  rtever 
hav€i  coiitwved V  for  the  glory  c«r  God's  j&ithful- 
nefe  in  his  threa^ings,  of  his  ^pthority,  purity 
and  wifdom  iri'his  law,feem  to  reft  iadsfied  ^rtth 
nothing  ftoft  of  the  finner's.  deftruftion;  there- 
fore in  defiling  the  glory  of  God  he  inuft  have  at 
pnc^  defir^d  his  own  damnation,  and  conlequcnt- 
ly  defiring'hisown  felvation  he muft have  deHred 
God's  difhonour.  But  now  this  blcfled  contriv- 
ance lets  us  fee  how  thele  two,  may  be  not  only 
reconciled,  but  made  Infeparabk  one  from  the  o-* 
ther;  Further,'  is  fiiith  approves  of  and  4dmire$ 
the  wHUomorGod  in  the  contrivance,  fb, 

2.  Faith  approves  of  thfe  as  a  way'  full  of  love 
and  goodnef?;  and  confeqiiently  as  that  which 
highly  fiixts  the  nature  of  God,  who  reprefent^ 
hjmfelf  as  love.  God  is  love,  1  John  Jv.  8. 
And  the  Ibiil  fees  and  perceives  a  bleflcd  fuitable,- 
nefi  betwijct  God's  nature  and  his  afVings.  Here^ 
by  it  perceives  the  love  of  God  in  that  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  his  people.  This  is  diat  whidi 
the  apolHe  taHes  notice  of.  Tit.  iii.  5,  6,  j.  Bui 
after  that  the  kindnefs  and  Itive  of  Cod  our  Savi* 
0ur  toward  man  appeared,  not  by  works  ofrighte* 
oufnefsy  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his 
^mercy  hefaved  us  by  the  wa/htng  of  regeneration] 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Choft:  which  he  Jhed 
on  us  abundantly,  through  Jefm  Chrift  our  Savi' 
our :  that  being  juftified  by  his  grace,  we/houtd  k^ 
made  heirs,  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

^     .Thus 
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.Xhus  faith  {ee$  fhb.way>  as  that  wluch  is  £iU  of 
idndaefs,  g^ace,  mercy  and  love;?  and  it  is  highly 
pleafed  wirfi  \\  as  fuch.  ..  .: ;  ^     ,  .  . 

3.  Faith  approves  it  as  a  way  wherein  mjuch  of 
the  power  of  God  appears,  in  that  itiniallibly  ob- 
tains his  end. .  Chrift  crucified  to  the  Jews  i%  a 
Jiumbling  bhcky  and  to  the  Greeks  fpolijhnefii  but 
to  them  that  believe ^  bets  thewfdomo/Gody  and 
thepowerafCod.  They  (ee  more  power,  ftrength 
and  efficacy  in  it,  than  any  creature  can  pretend 
jufUy  unto ;  and  therefore  they  do^ .  on  this  ac- 
count, approve  q(  U»,  ^b  becoming  the  omnipo- 
tent  God.  . 

^  .  4.  Faith  approves  C|f  this  way  as  that  ,which 
exceedingly  honours  Gpd'siaw  in  ^J.it?  parts.  The 
obedience  that  the  Son  of  God  gave  to  it  in  his 
life,  was  the  hig^eft  honour  it  was  capable  of; 
and  therein  ther^e  was  a  glorious  teiftimony  of  re- 
ipef):  given  to  the  authority  of  Gpdf  }}is  wifcbm, 
goodtiefs  and  purity,  in  the  fi-amingof  the  law: 
nor  was  the  {anctipp  of  the  law  lefs  honoured  by 
thrift's  undergoing,  the  penalty  in  his  death,  than 
the  precept  was  by  the  obedience  of.his  life, 
/'  5.  Faith  looks  upon  this  way  .aa  a  way  that;  is 
full  of  peace,  and  approves  it  as  JUch,  all  chal* 
lenges  being  anfwered  by  it.  The  law  has  no- 
filing  to  demand. ,  If  it  require  perfect  obedience, 
th^n  Chrift  hath  fulfilled  aU  righteoufiiefs,  and  fb 
is  become  the  end  of  the  law  for  righSeoufnefs  to 
every  one  that  believes :  if  it  demand  tl;e  bearing 
of  the  penalty,  then  Chrift  has  done  that  alio ;  he 
bjecame  obedient  even  unto  death:  £q  that  he  an* 
l\vered  the  law  in  both  its  demands.  God,  by 
raifmg  him  from  the  dead,  declared  himfelf  fiitis* 
fied,  both  as  to  the  one  and  as  to  the  other.  And 
Cod  juftifying,  confcienc^  has  no  more  right  to 

open 
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open  Its  mdutii  againft  the  Imner.    Thusis  the 
^  peace  and  coQifort  of  the  fianer  excellently  pro- 
Tided  for  by:  this  comrhrance:  and  faith  approves 
:4>f  itwith  refpeft  to  this. 

-;    6.  Faith  aj^oves-  it  as  a  way  fiiU  of  fecurity 

-for  poor  finqers.  >  The.loul  doth  by  fakh  (be pro* 

t.vifion*  laidihagainft  al\  theie\ things  whence  it 

'has  any  Kafbii  to  fear  hurt;  and  all  this  put  ia  the 

haod  of  one  who  is  wife  to  dlfpenfe  It  feafoiiably^ . 

:antd  has  engaged  to  do iialdts.'   itiees  a  fountain 

ftanding  ever  o^n»  for  preventing  any  hazhrd 

■from  the  guilt  of  fin:  it  ^es  aroiour  laid  in^  fbr 

i preventing  any  danger  from  the.  power  of  fin; 

,and  withal  itrength  provided,  ^fbr  the.  manage-* 

ment  of  thatarmour.     In  one. word,  it  fees  what 

vis  iiafiicient  to  iatisfy  all  its  dcfires  here.     Thefe 

may  be  all  reduced  to  two,  God '5  glory,  and  its 

'.own  falvatibn*   Hereit  fees  them  fb  well  pro^dded 

for, -that  they  ane  now  not  only  copfiftent,  b«t 

liiiked  together,  after  fuch  a  ibrt^;  that  ntA  gniy 

the  fahratlon  bfiinners) is  confifteiiit  with  the  glory 

<^'God,  but  moreover  the  greatier  the  finner  be, 

the  greater  glory  has  God.  in  faif^.ialvauon : ,  a^d 

rupoa.thi&accoiait  the  heartdoth  a|>prDve  this  blef- 

ibd  device,  as  that  .which  in'^atticular  is  fuited  to 

its  own'filvatioh, c(mn'6xi%\tz faithful faying^^ffd 

niMrthy  jrf  aHacceptati(my  that  Ghrift  came  intg> 

i$be-  nporld  tafamjinnetsy  of  whim^itfelf  H '  chief 

JJerebii  the  fottl  dleavest  to.  this:.  w|iy  with .  fati(^ 

.filfiibn  and  delight,  as  the  only  i  way  wherein  its 

,^vvi  falvattott- bxid. God's:  glory 'are.  bo^    proyi^fed 

for.     I  proceed  now, 

.'.  C4.)  Tjd^tL^mveitm'fintkidoth^di^^  Hsja* 
'tisfa^ioM'.wiiAf  aftdappr^hitim'  (f  this  way  taf 
falvatkn.    And  this h doth,    .,  /•  . 

I .  Sy  the  foui^s  betaking  '^^1^  A&  allits  fl:raitf ^ 
T  ^         fears 
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ofeifs'ftnd  norms,  ik!>  tfiis  ^s  its  anchor.  If  guilt 
be  charged  iipoii  the  ibul,  it  faa^na  other  relief 
:  bntthis*^  if  thfc  temjJt^ticMi  rcprefiant/God's  glory 
and  the  fbuPs  falvation  inconfiftdmq^  the  ibol  ffios 
to  this,  as  to  its  wnly  refuge:  if  dcsth  aind  jadg- 
•mem  and  its  app«ii:ahoe  before  God  preiem  tfaexn- 
:  {elves  to  the  fouVi  cnjre;*  it  fixes  ohly^  on  this,  as 
idia^  which  alone  can  give  it  telief  in  all  its  per- 

i  12;  In  thatitkb  fodbdoth  exrer  bonfidendy  rejefi 
tB\lmh6r  wsifttfiksof/rmyhe  tendered.  Otber  ways 
ithereiare  whscfc  wffl  oflfer  thenaielvcs^to  the  fool 
:i&its  ftraits for  its  relief;  finch  srsdivenfioQS,  to 
-t^  otiTthttiiniiid,  duines,  to  jfat^fie  idteicentaence, 
jpromifet  iof  bmendmcnt  for  the  futiirei  faith  re- 
'•yfc&^  alLihe&as' in^fufficient;  tt  wHi  not  look  to 
thenBi  for  rdfefl  '        -   *       " 

L.  3»v  Vfhen  ^  amy  time,  throbgh.thB  power  of 
::tehipfation,  any  thing  h^  btcn  attdbote  to  fei^ 
vto  a  dero^tiDn^^irom  the  ^ory  of  .grace  in  tte 
\t:oriLtrivance,  feitk  .will  dScover '  its  -  fatis&ftion 
rwith  this  way,'  by  the  foul's  difpleaibre  with  its 
ffldf,  lor  di(c¥^(£iingithis  blefied  contrivance, 
'  4.  'the  fdni  dflSatv^rsits  apipirabaxiGai  lof.diis 
<^siy,  <by  ^at  high  f&x&Si&xcm  .and  -^eUg^t  which 
Ht 'takes  in  its  own  confiindaity  torit.  ^WSien  £ttii 
^ts  the  fotd  nU)ilki^  oxxtt)  the  ver^  fiiiiiieef  tlus 
•contrivamrc, -refting  in,ditts  wayv-taking  Aaiae 
no  kfelf,  ^tte4buting-^l  to  <3odi;  Ithen  .it  £ils  the 
%iil  ^th  a^tdmg  iweetnefi'  and  IfiiisfafitDn. 
hphe^confbmiiqrth^  (buLfeesJnitfetf  to  this  awiy, 
makes  it  lovely  to  itfclf,  *  ::'.:,.-  *  .. 
•""  5.  It4iifc^e^s^i»  asppipobft  way^  in 

'*Ak  it  wiir^fiifetb  abarkionit.  -ScMnetinies 
through  the  power  ofitemptationi  it  may  bcanade 
«fo<^^-e9&G&^ngly>'t|iatitget  hotJ}flld«^o  of 
*.i^*  :!  thi? 
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tiu^'W^flfed 'device:. Nf  it.'wili  not  bd  b^tfromi. 
•  this,:tliattitri$  a  wayiilfli^iwt  and  able  particukr-^ 
ly  to;  iksm ' it^  could  it  b«t  bri^g  itfelf  to  ventand 
on  U,  .  TbfcifcfcK-e  }t  wiU  I^y  the  weight  of  its  faM 
Vation  Hpoa  this  way,  wd  none  other;  add  the 
doubts  iM. are  \n  fuch  » i^l^  are  aotj^bout  tbq 
lufficieacy  of  tjiie  way^  bpfe  about  Jts  ott^>  being 
in  it*     ',..».      .    •,  .V.  •  .->  ■   ■•  i      ^•-      r 

XI<  Buripaiffiag  this  mark^  I  ihall  notu^Mofier  ai 
fecond^  'Wherever  fevxng  faith  is,  it  ndll  difro-i 
verjtfelfi  by  leading  the  believer  to  a^afprabati^ 
^  ^,  *k^  'i^Me  law  (f  Gfl4f  •  not  only  as  holy^  jteft 
^ndj^iritual,  but  as  good.     .  : 

A  ftrang^r  to  the  fei^h  of  God's  eleft,  jtaay  ap- 
prove of  (pme  of  the  ponvnands  of  Godt  A  tem-t 
peiate  mm  niay  apjda^d  highly  the  law  that  fot* 
bids  drunkennefi:  tj^e.fhuri  may  afgjEcjve  th« 
law  that  forbids  prodigality.  In  a  word^  every 
ope  may.  approve  fpch  pcecepi«  as  llrike  npt  a* 
gainft  l^s  own  peculiar  fid  t>rfinss  baitia^ibdiev«> 
er  approves  the  rwhol^  n^veiation  of:  God's  wUl 
conqemidg  man's  hpJid^ft  and  obedience. 

An  nnbeliever  may!  be  ioduced  to  own  the  law 
to  be  fpirituail^  juft  and)  holy,  hvk  never  can  he, 
jaor  will  he  be  indKiced:p]^a^t€alIy  to  oiwn  it  as 
goods  kcte  it  Oick^  Itisionly  &ith  that  caaTay^ 
that  b|s  QQmrnandmentjs  ^tc  ffiot  grsrvQuiSi:  for  the 
carnaLmind  is  notful^^fh:  fQ  the Mw  ofCod^  )frf- 
ther  indeed  can  he*  The*  Jight  ofnatbre may  ob- 
lige Djien  to  jndjge  fiich  and  fuch  things  JkwAii  or 
pnlawf^l,  y^b.  os  unjuft;  but  the  uncahewed'  will  < 
can  dev^. b^  ii\duqed  to  bend  rowardj  th(S  law  of 
God^as^h^t  which  is  good..  •  Whatever  irjioiay  be 
^£ii4  to -do  ^s  to  foml^  of  God's  co^nmand^f  yet  k 
.cao  D^cf  have  an  equal  refpe<El  to  them  all>  for 
su^  un^^jsicwed  will  is  oot  iubje£k  noir  onrbepftb- 
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jeft  to*  the  law  of  God.    It  Is  fidtli  tEhit  recdws 

'  €3irift  2i&  a  king,  and  fo  iubjefte  the  ioul  to  all  his  * 

hnvs.    It  receives  him  a$  the  king  of  Salens,  the 

king  of  peaces  one  that  has  framed  all  his^lawsfo, 

that  they  all  concur  to  promote  that  gtfcar  ^nd  of 

govermncnt,  the  peaoe  'of  his  fobje£ts.     And  thi» 

engages  .the  foul  to  love  the  law  of  the  LcM'd,  and 

to  delight  in  it.     0  h6%\}  love  I  thy  iawy  (ays  the 

piafmifty  i/iix  ffiy  mediiiitim  all  the  iayi'SVA\  cklx. 

97.  .The  righteous  m^ai^'S  delight  is  intheia^  of 

the  LofdyFthl,  i»  2.     And  itisonly  t^  righteous 

inan  wb©  can  d«eligbf  irt  the  law  of  th^  LOtid ;  for, 

if  we  fpeak  ftriftly,  the  ungodly,^  the  unbeliever, 

can  deKglft:  In  *or  •  Vpprove  of  nbftc  of  66d's 

lawsL.   Sometimes  indeed^  as  has  been  i&id,  the 

unreneiired  man  miay  refleft -with  delight  on  fbme 

ofOod^'^prccepts;  but  he  has^no  regard  to  them 

^foch,  Itffi  rarfier  th*  things  enjoined,  than  the 

precept^  eh jbining,^  that  pleafes  him.     It  is  not 

theicobgraicy  of  the  thing  to  the  diviner  will,  but 

to  hi»  ow^  ixKlinadon^  'that  gains  hiea^probafk}n. 

'Now .what  (ay  ye  to  this  evidence?  can  ye  (ay, 

that  jrts  do  approve  of^  and  confent  ch'eerfoUy  to 

jthe  whole,  rcvdadoii' of  God's  will,'  cbn«5erning 

that  hoiiBcfi  arid  obedience  whifch  he^e<i^iTesrf 

;usiii the.£ripture?.':Sach-'as  do  iridi^d  approve 

tiHus  bf*.  the  law  of  Gody  may,  k  is  likej  be  per- 

-plex^\abpiTrii;whfldi  ©thefts,  "^hoftr^'oHeh^e 

^fromtbe'  lifeofGod^X'AVi,  boldly  pretend  unto  it. 

vToJtlidfe  bold  pretendei?sl  (hall  only  fty;  if  they 

•^^riHikHy/udeceive  thdrnfelvies,   they  Will  one  day 

Svcmi  £bK  ttcirfWly  i-and  if  they  dohdtd'feflthis 

tfiliiflake^rtwili  iflufe  inlaftdthfer,  arid  that  ahlrre- 

:cov«rablr- one;  it  wai-hiake'  ihem  ftdmble  into 

•.belj,.  infleald  g^  g«}*ig  td  heaven:     Al  f6r  (och 

^^Qsknow  not  well  whether  they  do  thm  approve 

:•-',  .  i:  \        r  of 
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ofthV:la?^of  God  qr  not,  I  (hall  encka^ourlhcifc 
relief,  bymentioaing  fonie  of  the  ordLaapy- Ways 
wheretjyrthc  foul  is  wontrt^  /^xprefe  or  difcpver 
its  approbation  of  the  whple.of  that  obedience  and 
holioeii  whifrh  God  req^r^s  7of  iis,  aod  .that  evea 
white  it,  IS  at  thcloweft'ebb  of  ftrength  and  com- 
fort..- .     ;  .  .        ,    .,7t.  .  ...  - 

I .  •  The  believing:  foul  looks  at  that  change  of 
its  aattire,  and-  its  rcnoyation  into  a  conformity 
to  tl^eJaw  of  God,  \yitb  ^unfpeaJcable:  fatiqfaftion. 
Nonedpobti,  who  Jcnpw?^  any  thing  of  the  gofpel, 
thatf  11  bieii^vers  arfi  renewed  aijd  changed,  born 
again  f^  the  watei^  ttnd  fpirity  renewed  after  the 
ima^  o^GoA^  being  created  again  in  Chrift  Jefus 
to  good  /w^rks^y  Eph,  ii.  to.  I  do  moreover  fup? 
pofe^fjrtiajt  all  who  h^^eujidergone  this  change 
fincexfeey  came  to  years,  are,  in  fome  meafure 
conlqo^as  of  it.  I  do.  not  lay  that  every  one  can 
fee  diftinAly  all  thfe  lineaments  and  draughts  of 
the-iie.w,  cre^tpr^,  every  particular  law  writtea 
upQar:the:he^rt;  or  thdt  everyone  cart  even  feefo 
^^  of  thip  :ch|ingje,  know  its  renbvaticai.fo  fer^ 
as  fQj^eUJjre  that  he  h  a  new  creature,  created  in 
^A^  ;feft?..to:gopd.WQrk$^  •  ^nt  few,  if  any,,  of 
the  perfons  namdfd  will  be  found,  wha  cannot  fay^ 
and<,>fiiQ;  do;ndt  JoiQWrthat  onc^  they  had  no 
likiflgtjtcxholinefs,  or  to:  the  law  ofGod,  but  had 
anav^r^pn  from  .cpnfbrmity^to  it;  but  now,  if 
.%y;fee.jio  niorc,.y€t  they  fe^  a  defire  of  being 
uaiverfally  ,holy,  And  t^iat  they  have  no  quarrel 
at  it.  Thus  for  thpy  fee.  and  know^^  .Now  thia 
cha<3g^  is iatis^ying,'  infbme  meafure,fto  thetbe^ 
uevuag  foul :  it  look^.ba^k  with  delight  to  %  ahi 
^^er^feXidifcoyers  i|^:toye-to  the  revelation  of 
God*^  Will  concerning,  holinefi.        . '>. 

2..  T^c  beiievingr  fM.  difcovcrsc  itiLli^g  tx» 
'     Y  3  r      i'^ 
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^ekw  of  God,  by  cheriftiltig  an3  enterttdninrg  the 
motiOtta  tfiat  ft  finds  in  itfelf  towards  this  law.  In 
/the  rettbvution  of  otir ' natares'^  wfe  are  made/tfr- 
#^i/ii^r^  •<?/'•  /^  ii-Oincnkiuf*^  /  we  have  a  principle 
of  tifti  ft  new  heart  hwpfian ted  !n  us:  and  this, 
thoogh'lt  bq.  not  alw^ysf  iliftemible,  yet  is  ever 
afting  and  exerting  its  power  in  motions  and  in- 
tlinattoris  to^ai-d  the  lai/v-^F  God  anil  'ot>cdiehcc 
tiiercto.  Every  believer  cattnot'biit  feeK^Kefe  in 
himfelf,  If'he  obferve 'cdrdblly.  Now,  the  be- 
lieving foul  enter tfaiTiS'  arid-  Aerifhes "  theSe/  and 
takes  a  pecollar  dblight  iii-ib  dc«ng;  he  has  peace 
and  r^ft  t«rhUe  h^  does  it:  '47reat  peace^aifc  all 
^hey  fkatkve  thy  law.  Whereas,  on  the  other 
hind>  he  has  none  when  lie  does  otfeer«<ri{e. 

3.  It  conceives  a  paiticiskl*  fatisfaftioh  in  fuch 
lifts  of  obedience  as  carry  in  them  any  good  de- 
gree of  conformity  to  the  larw  of  God.  When  a 
believer  iittains  to  livelineft;  (^Hriituality,  rfnd  con- 
cern-, joined  with  felfrdfenial,  and  a  depcindence 
on  the  Lord  Jefus  GhriftfiJric<?eptiintelrt  anyda- 
ty  or  afl:^  of  obedience,  then  he*  is  pleafed  Acre- 
TOth:  and  herein  he  difcoVdrs  a  grfcat  love  to  the 
law,  Tclpefting  both  themattdr  tod  manned  bf  the 
duty*  perfbrmred.  i   .!  • 

4.  The  beKeverdiftovef^  his  delight  ititVehw 
of  the  Lord  By  that  (weet  tiomplacency  and  fitiS' 
iaftioh  which  he,wJll  find  in  any  meaflire  of  this 
Jirfinefe  that  others' hav<f  itfeiried  to.  Faith  lool:« 
atthehormeft  required' by'tiie  kw  tranftribed  in- 
t6  thelites  offelfewbdievtets,  iSnd  is  highly  plcaf 
cd  th^re^ithj  and  the  rtiOfe-  there  is  of  it  tran- 
fcribed' into  the  walk  and  life  of  any,  the  higher 
▼alue  it  willteacb  os  to  piit  upon  them.  It  makes 
us  look  on  (uch  as  have  afly  thing  of  this  image 
4Df  Qody  afr  exgdetleat  anJ;  hiippy.     If  the  believer 

,     .    J     •  cannot 
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cannot  fee  Eimfelf  conformed  to  this  lai^vyet  he 
is  plea&d.  to  iee  others,  and  looks  upon  th!&m  as 
the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth..:  If  he  cannot  gdt 
his  ownheartfb  engaged  as  he  would  \vifh;  yet  he 
will  look  u|Kmthem  as  happy  in  wStofc  heart  are 
the  tuays  ojf  G'dd.  This  is  a  dear  proof  of  the  be^ 
licver's  being  pieafed  with,  and  ofhis  delighting 
ia  thereveiation  of  the  will  of  God  concerning 
man's  boHnefi;,  when  he  is  delighted  with  th^ 
plfbxre  ^fit)  wherever  he  fees  k>  in  himielf  or 
©ihcra.  '  ■  .    •        '    ' 

.  5.  The  believer  difirovers  hJs  liking  to  <5od'J 
lawytbat  enjoins  hoEneis,  in  tliat  he  will  not  eiir 
(ertam  thelcdflrdiflike  of  i,t^  whep  he  is  under  the 
greateft  temptations  to  do  fo.  When  he  falls 
under  apprehenfions  that  lie  ihall  be  ruined  for 
want 'of  a  odvB: compliance  with  :th"e  law,  he  may 
well  hjt  di^tofed  with  himielf,  bttt  he  will  not 
be  fe'with  the  Q>mmandmerrt,vRom,  vii.  ro^-  -i  j, 
12,  TJke  cof^rHaudment  tviicb  ^as  oYdained  tutt^ 
M^y  Jfoiinditqhe  Untq  death :  btstJhe  law  is  Mljh, 
mdi  the  comrn^inient  is  hofyf.jufi  and  g^^t* 
Ho^wBVcr  ii^bflmidtl^  rac,  whateyep  becomes  ofnw^ 
though  I  die  and  perifli^  3?erthe  law^is  good.  The 
£x}i  cHider'the -condud  of  faith,  ;rhoiigh  it  cantiiSIt 
i'each  ailxll  dompiSance  with  the  will  orGod,'y^  ' 
it  didikes  notbiag  ^in  it.  ThoujgE  ihe  law  enjoin$ 
duties  crofs  to  its  natural  iadixrations,  attended 
with  great  diiRculties  and  interfering  with  intcrcftp 
in  the  wdrld,  yea,  and  fuch  as  cxpofe  to  great  ha^ 
«3rd8 ;  yet  it  Will  entertain  nfy'diflike  at  any  thirij; 
in  this  good  law,  nordefire  to.hawany  alterttiO» 
or  abatements  ttfelf  it  would  .-have  changed,  a4^ 
brought  to  a  compliance  with  the  will  of  Godi 
but  never  will  it  defire  any  alteration  in  the  hvf. 
It  mnydeiireibme  alteration  Ibmetimes  in  iaod'f 
'  Y  4  providen- 
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ppovld^i'lial  diipo&I  of  its  concerns;  but  9s  to  the 
commands  which  rei]pe£l  our  holinels  and  obe* 
diente,  it  wills,  itwiflies  no  change;  and  this  is 
a  fupe  proof  of  its  high  cfteem  of  the  la-wv 

6.  That  foul  that  }s  under  the  conduAof  faith^ 
will  beuYay  its  :laidsfa£Hoi^  with  the  law,  by  its 
diipleafure  with  itieif,  upon  every  occafTon,  where* 
in  there  isaiiy  new  difcovery  of  its  own  want  of 
conformity  to/ the  law  in  any  notable  i^iftance. 
No  Iboner  comes  it  to  xinderftandv  that  it  has  fal- 
len (hort  of  conformity  to,  or  fwerved  from  the 
law  ih  any  hotibfe^  inftance,  but  it  is  filled  with 
ielfabhorrence.*  Holinefs  it  would  be  dathed 
with,  and  likes;  and  therefore  When  it  gets  a 
view  of  itftlf  withobt'it  in  any  emioent  naeafurey 
It  cannot  be  reconciled  to  itielf.  ,.      :,     .  .    . 

7.  Faith  diltovers  its  approbatiott  of  dw  law^ 
'  by^  fining  the  foul  with  dcfires  andl90gings  after 

a  corvfi)rmky  to  the  law.  It  puts  ihat. prayer  of 
the  pfalmift  in  the  foul's  mooxh^&that  my  tu^j 
Ausre  directed  /»  lietf  thy  ftatuitSy  PiaK  cxix.  5* 
-That  pfatiu  is..fvill^<uch  dcfires,  which  are  .» 
jnany  illufh-idiiis^prooft  of  the  pfaknift'afitith.     • 

:  8.  To  conclu<k, .  the  ibul  uodenthe  ccffidufi  ^of 
faith  (hews  its  approbation  of,  and  fktis£t£)ioa  with 
the  whole  revelation 'of  the  will  of  G6d  concern* 
ing  that  holinefi.  be  requires  of  mati,  by  refufing 
to  be  (atisfied.  with  any  condition,  wherein  it  falls 
•fhori  of  a  full  conformity  to  it.  Tdl  fuch  a  foul^ 
that  God  is  reconciled  to  it;  aay,  thoqgh  God  him^ 
:felf  intimate  to.  the  believer's  foul,  thathcisrccoa* 
died  to  him,,  that  he  has  forgiven  his  fins,  that  he 
Vneans  to  take  him  to  heaven^  that  it  fhall  pafs 
the  power  of  devils  or  men  to  difappotnt  hiin  of 
heaven:  yet  all  this  .will  not  make  him  fatisfied, 
^  he  detain  a  full  conformity,  to  the  law  of  Gcxl. 

...  ,  -     The 
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The  believer  (ays  with  Haman'  in  another  cafi; 
£fther  v,  i3--  All  this  avaiktb  me  nothings  fi  long 
a$  I  fie  Mordecai:  (along  as  I  fee  any  fin,  rto* 
thing  can  fatisfic  fully :  But  vfhen  I  aivake-IJhalt 
be  fatisfied  with  thy  Hkencfsy  Plal.  xvii.  15.  Ne- 
ver will  I  be  fatisfied  till  I  be  like  thee,  fays  the 
believing  (ouh  Now,  if  jc  can  (ay  that  ye  do 
liius  approve  the  whole  revelation  of  the  will  of 
God  concerning  duty,  then  ye  do  bdievc;  if  not; 
yc  do  not  believe.  Proceed  we  now  to  a 
.  III.  Mark,  whereby  ye  may  know  whether  yc 
do  believe  or.  not,  and  ihat  is  taken  from  the  ex«> 
jprels  teftimony  of  the  apofHe  Peter^  To  you  there' 
fore  lijhich  helietie  he  is  precious ,  1  Pet.  ii.  jl 
Wherever  there  i$  faith,  it  raifesGhrift  high,  and 
pkcfis  him  on  the  throne,  both  irt  the  mind,  and 
^  the  affeftion^  No\y,  how  is /it  with  you?  is 
iChrift  precio«rs'  to  you?  .Ci;>f.Havc  yc  many 
ihOltghts  about  him?  (erious  andfober  thoughts^ 
m«!aQ.  Few<rf'y6u,  I  fear,  haviefb;  and  a  Curb 
proof  this  is»  that  yeiiave  no  bighefteem  of*^  and 
ikicere  love  ;fbr.hin».  (a.)  Arc  ye  at  much  pains 
_tp  commend.  Wm  to-  the  eitecm  and  afieftion  of  o* 
thcrs,  cfpecialJy  of.tbofe  whom  yc  lovemoftf 
what  fay  ye  to  this,  parents,  chrldrcn,  hufbands^ 
^wives?  take  ye  care  tocoram'end  Chrift  tooneav 
xiother?  (3.)  Do  y^  P*i2:e  opportunities  of  feeing 
jGhfifty  of  getting  into  his  acquaintance?  do  y^ 
prize  the  me^^na^hts  own  appoihttiQcnt;  for  get- 
ting difi:overies:af  Mm?  (4.)  Ganrordinaoces  &* 
fisfy  you  without  him?  can  ye  ti&iS'day  go  home 
6rom  thishoufe,  as- great  flrange;rsito  ChriCt  a^ye 
came,  and  yet  go.  weU  fadsfi^d  with  your  day's 
woilc?  then  I  dare'fay  ye  do t not.  believe.  (5,) 
Po  ye  refolutely  part  with  every  thing  that  comes 
in  competition  with  Chrift? .  when. you  itiuil.io(c 

the 
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ifee-worW  or  Chrift,  or  difoblige  the  worid  or 
Chrift.  Which  of  the  two  do  ye  make  choice  or? 
(6.)  Can  other  things  fatisfy  ^viihout  Ch^rift  >  if  fo, 
then  truly  he  is  not,  and  cannot  be  ikid  to  be  pre- 
cious to  you.  .      * 

•    Other  marks  of  feith  I  (hall  now  pals;  ^nd  (hall 
reduce  thofe  three  that  I  have  given  you  to  three 
i^ueftionSy  which  I  crave  leave  to  pole  your  con- 
sciences ferioufly  opon:     i .  Are  you  pleafed  with, 
do  you  reft  (atiafied  with  Chrift  .jeftis  hirafeif?  ftc 
ye  any  lovellnefs  in  his  perfbn^  or  is  he  to  you, 
one  void  of  form  of  comeiinefe  ?•  2.  Do  you  re- 
nounce, your^owh*  wifdom,' rigbteoufheft   an4 
ftrength,  and  venture  your  all  up€»i  his  wifiiom, 
xighteoufhcfi  aiid^ftrength?  (j^Arfeyou  pleafed 
^v]th  his  yoke.^  do  you  really  think  his  burdtn 
light^  and  his 'yoke  cafy?  ifye^are  aflirt  thcii, 
that  ye  have  feen^and  are  pleafed  with  theperlbn 
bf  Chrift,  th&t'-ye"are  (ati^ed  with  his  provificMl 
ibr  your  ^IvaticMi,  and  with  his  yoke;  then  I  dare 
in  Chrift's  name afien y©u  believers.  -' 
I    I  ftiail  conclude  this  uie,  by  (peaking  a  litdeto 
•icveral  forts  of  perfons  among  you.     We  have 
how  been  laying' before  you  fonie  marks- or  cha- 
jaAers  whereby  ye  may  knoWydurfelves^    Let 
^e  therefore  lerioufly,  as  in  God's  fight,  enquire 
,of  you,  have  ye  applied  thofe  characters  toyour- 
ielves,  tharye  might- know  what  your  ftate  is^ 
whether  ye  do  believe  or  not?  ferae,  I  hope,  havt 
made  confcience  of  dcnng  fo,  oat  of  a  real  defire 
to  be,  at  a  point  'un  this  great  matter:  others,  I  feary 
have  not  b^en  at  pains  to  be  (atislied  in  this  matter, 
cither  out  of  Cftnek(hefi,,or  out  of  fear,  that  pot 
(fibly  therefiiltof  the  triai  might 'riot  be  faiisfyiag; 
or  out  of  a  viun  prefiimption  that  it  wa^needlefi 
.    To  the  latter  fort,  I  fay,  (lO  I'  it  no(  ^^^ 

your 
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yoof  whHe  to  know  whfefter  ye  do  bcRcve  on  thb 
Lord  Jefiis  Ghrift  or  nor?  tare  ye'  not  whether  ye 
be  faved'or  damned^  whether  heaven  Or  hell  be 
your  portion?  (ci.)  Have  ye'no  regard  to  the  com- 
mand of  God,  that' bids  yoir'iVj/'^'Of/r  crwnfelveSf 
and  prove  yourfeMs^  that' bids  yovi  givt,  all  dlii^ 
genee' tfy  inake  your  cdliin^  and  elt€f ion  Jure  ^ 
(3.)  Though  ye  be  afraki  to' know  the  Worft,  and 
endeavour-  ftever  fo  rnfdCjftfioufly"  to  hoodwink 
yourfelves,  ye  will  be  madlf  at  laft  80  'knolv  what 
ye  ane.  (i40  Soppofihji^^  thcf  worft,  whether  will 
the  knowlege  of  the  ti^orft  now,  or  hereafter 
when^  thoW  wHl  be  nb  ^medy,  Ke  nioft  trnpleaf- 
ant  and  teff ible  ?  i^,^  Are.  ye  Co  (lire  that  ye  need 
not  a  trial?  have  not  others  thought  themfe^ves 
believers,  and  yet  hftvt  found  themfelyes  in  a 
miftakcff  (6.)  Your  carelefiiefi,  and  ii'egleft  of 
trying, 'id  ft  fuffiacnt- trial:  it  plainly *fteys  that 
yoti  ftT&  not  fincere,  -tha*-=  you  are  tmbflreyers ; 
and  flfercifore  we  fhall  M  vou  ahiongft  tTtfcm.  Be- 
lievers iiot^ly  try  therfiftlWs,  but  do' moreover 
applj^^oGbd  that  h^  may 'try-tKem,  Pfa!..cxxkix. 
^iJSAirchme,  0  GoU;' dtid^knovi  my  he  aft:  try 
meyOrU^khoivmythhugMi   ^'  \  :.:.-'-?• 

Af^f*i9Tafe  that  fevebedn*  at  paihs  t6  apply'* 
theft  things  to  themfeiVes'I'fKall  pbt  this*cjue{fioa 
to  them,     bo  ye  bdieire  oh  the  LorB-J^us,  or 
do  yott  hot?  ire  may  be  tftft' all  into  tSrefrTorti 
Jtndriiikir.-'  •'/'.'  ^  \       ^'  ' 

\.^  ^5me  8f  you'afe*fcnihd*unbelieyerS  Virh  a 
witriefi^  ind  your  fifiiis  wrlttfcfi  hi  leglblt-Qj^araft* 
ers,  eV^n  aslt  werewitha'fifiibeaTn.  '  .' 

2. 'Some  have  endea^rpured  to  knoV,  bift  Icarcc 
can  deterftMTie  whether  they  do  befieve  orhot,    * 

J.  '-A  '^ird^art  there*!?;  who  ctofiy^Wity  be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  JeiUs  Chrift.  ' 

I 
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,    I  fliaU  (peak  (bortty  to  each  ofr  thefe  iprta  of 
perfonV,  ^d  then  conclMdfi  th^s  fubjeftr    . 
-  /irft.l  ftiail  addrefe  ray^elf  to  unbelievers,  who 
Ihake,  I  fear,  the  raoft  conJiderablc  .part  in  this 
auditory.  To  this  fort  belong  all  the  openly  pro- 
J&ne,  fwcarers,  drutikards,  liars,  unclean  fornica- 
tors and  aduUcFcrs,  prof^rs  of  the  IL^^'s  day; 
and  moreover  all  grojQy  jbn^rant  iinners,  all  ielf^ 
jighteous  finners,  all  habitual  negleft^s  ,of  du- 
ties, fecret,  private  or  public;  in  one  word,  all 
who  do  not  approve  of  God's  contrivance  for  the 
faiv^tiorx  of  finners,  wha  appiove  npt^ x!j^  law^ of 
God,  to  :wbom  Chrift  jf .  ttot  prcciofl;^^  :,  l^.ftiall 
fpeak  to  you,  as  iho^^y  ;^  /naayic^'ipfjyguf  fin, 
your  danger  and  duty.    »  »  ^  ,    ,   .     ^^,;  j  , 

( I .) I  begin  with; your. fi^.!  ,1  iha^ ^6^  .iniiA  in 
difcourfing  of  the  nature  pf,unhM^ieif  in^  th§  (gene^ 
ral ;  I  Ihall  only  na^ne  {(onjieiof  the  ingiifgjdieots  in 
your  &ay,  If  one  be  acoi&d  of  (Tiurdei^  a^ult^ry^ 
inceft,,  or  tbeiil^,  his najtne  is  p^ei^ntlyrixiipusy 
and  every  one.  looks  qn^laiin^as^  m^ailer,  and 
tha,t  juftly .  Yek  your  .fvp,>g9es'a  ftep  bcyp^d  ^y, 
or  all  of^  thefe :  it  h^s  no;paf ?llel.  .  WMe^yp  View 
it  in  bulk,  it  appears  lUtle.:>  t  ihall  thereipre  give 
you  a.view>ofitiai(S4>ar^8^  aadexpoftukKte^yith 

.  jrou'inrfierence  toyomr  g^Utr;  {  r  .  .  '; 
.  ^  f .  ^s  jit  A  fn^aU  tbipg  u>  you^  O  unbelioyers^  to 
tratopleupon  the ai]j(]^9rUy  <»fGod,  to  ^iqx^ren^n 
It  in  the  mo/l  fignal  inftance?  God:ba8  puf 
a  Special  .ilamp  of  hj^naqthority  oav.  the  com- 
pand,  to  beKevc  on  the  Lord  Jefu^r,?.  John  iii» 
23^  This  is  his  commandment^  thairv^efiouldbe* 
lieve^onihe  name af  his  fimjefus  Chrift^  and  will 
nothing.. l^s  %ye,  than  to  attack  thatf^rpinlpaiki 

^which*  (Sod  has  declared  his  moft  ipeci4  ri^rd  to? 
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♦  a.  is  it  a  finall  thing  with  you,  unbelievers,  tcr 
charge  ^  Hi?  upon  the  God  df  truth  ?  And  this  is 
your  fin,'  I  John-  v.  xd.  Ife  that  hlieveth  not. 
Gody  hath  made  hhn  aKar^  becaujh  he  believetk 
not  the  record  that  Cod  g^ve  of  his  Son,  '  Nay, 
you  feai  ^s  rtionfh^ous' untruth.  That  the  God  of 
truth' is-a  liar  ;•  for  as  he  that  belicveth  pUtteth  his 
feal  tb^he  -feithfainefe  <xf  God,  fo  the  unbdieVer 
c5lls  God  a  Jiar,  and  ftfs  hls^al  to  it.'  •     '     ' 

3.  T^eumpute  folly  to  the  only  Nyift  God,  and 
that  in  the  ipt>ft  figtial  iriitance  of  his  Ivifdom. 
All  l^e  trea&res '  of  Wxfdorh  are  laid  put  on  this 
contris^ancel  Here  te  inamfbid  tvifflbm,  i^i^ifflorn^ 
in' a  hiyftery,  the  ^miration  of  angels,  the  won* 
de^'drthe  yrarld  for  wifclom.  Is  it  then  lb  light 
a  matter  For  you  to 'chai^e  <5od,  as  ye  do,  -with 
fbMy?  'Unbelief  call«  it  fboliftincfs  in  the  abftraft ; 
while  faith  calls  this  contrivance  wifiloni,  and  e» 
veri  a  niafter-piecc  of  wirddrh. 

♦  4.  *Te  Charge  Gocl  'with:  a .  defefl:  df  •  jgobdnefs, 
and  rejeft',  yea,'  trample  upon  his 'love,  grace; 
mercy  arid  kiridnefs;  Th is-is' the  glafe*  wherein  a- 
lone'all  theft  things  are  to  be  leeii;  herein  appears 
the  love,  the  kindnefs,  the  mercy  'orcbd:  this 

.  is  his  name  whereby 'h^Befircs  to  be  known,  Thh 
i,ordy  the  Lttd  God  rherctful  and  grqcioui. ;  thiis 
is  his  blefled  faee  which  he  has'  dilcovered  to  ui 
iindcrtfiegofpel.  tfeb'clief  breaks thcglafi where- , 
ill  Gold's  gooiJRefs  is  fo^bc  feen,  blurs  this  tid>;and 
ntvdz  which  God  Vallies  himfelf  upon,  fpits  !n  the 
<^r^iafce76f  God,atidddhrernns  that  .difcnvery  he 
Va^  ma'de'oFhimiefFr/\iS'a''word,  it  miTlces-an  at- 
temi>t  upon  the  very  rtfeof^Goa,Mii-th?s;  matter. 

♦  endeavours  toHflehls  cabitict;  and  tarty awaiy 
the  mOjft  precious  cixyun  jewel  in  heaven^j  that  glo- 
ry which  4e  wHl'not  give -to*  any  -other;  that  Is 

dear 
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dear  to-Wmas  his  life.  ;TJie;b€licver,  Jijce  ^braH 
baiHr -r^o^.  iv;  giv^s. glory  to  Gods  and  the  uni 
believer,  takea  it  away  :$is  mjach^  a$  poffibly  he  can.i 
■5?  -X^.'who vare4>nbelicv^r$  -call  Chrift accurfcd; 
whom  Qo4  has'blei^d>  fn  >w^oxn  al}.  the  eled; 
pnes-.ar^  blelfedj  whQm  aU  tj[iie  angels  and  faints 
above  ^  ^Ufs  and  (t^mailypraiie.  Wasr.itnot  c- 
nough.tti^.our  .Lor4»\^'ahile4>nrttarth,  4id  fuffer 
of  this  fort  frpnx  his 4}ni>at«ral  counttyn^,   that; 
ye  muft  add  to  tbeiV,  wic^kgdi^efe^  .It  may  be,  ye 
may  thin^  to  refuie  tbe.cj^ar^;  but  this  is  a  vala  | 
attempt, it.  cannot  dgu,.;^ Where  Chrift  has  once  i 
becri  pfeacljicc},  every^  one^jeither  feys  that  Jefus  is 
t(ie  Loi^,  or  ca^s  biip  ax.bieft  practically  accorfed,  I 
aa4;rdf^s  him  as  an  hqrc^l.  impoflor.    .And  is  I 
jhisa  J[ii)aU,.fia.totrcat,the  Lord  of  glory  £q\         I 
.    <^.  ^^  ii  this  were  not  enough^  ye  embnseyour  | 
Jiands  in  the  l?lood  of  Qod,  .cr«c(^ij»y  /»  j^oar- 
felves  afrefj  the  ^o^^^pf^  God^  aud  pra£tically  own- 
ing and  avouching  as  yquf;^  the  curled  impiety  of 
the  Jewi.    Believe  it,  pot ,  upon  j  my  ward,  but 
upon , the ,  teftimpny.  .of  God*s  word,  that   they 
may. l\ay;e.^  hand  in  cfuci&ipg.Chrift,  whenever 
ia\YJbin^ifi4he.'fiice..  Tbple  we  find  charged  with 
.fbis  guilt  i)y  the  appftlc^ta  theJaebrews,  Heb.vi. 
i5*  We^have  norca(bn  co  fulpeft  tjiat  xr^oft  of  them 
eyer%Ny'CJjfjfti^^  .        ;        -  ^'  • 

.7*  BitmJ^^^niptaUy^isfi^^  HasnoiuheSon 
cf  Qofi  itiiierid  enough  at  ypuT'  hands,  wljkcii  ye 
Veai;Jiwas.a  curfed  jdeceivpr,,and  with:^s^k' 
.cd  jews*^»ci;y  out  Jiyt  yo^jr.  practice,  Crucify  hinh 
this  f^l^rh  nat .yL>Qrthj/.to  iiffC.^  But  igyft  there 
t>e/ome^Tu|i'tbfr  evidence  of  (pi^e-againft  the 
lamb  of  O94 ^  Ay. -"^r^g,  every  unbelieyer/rjrti 
^/f  J  under  figt  the  hlpod  cf  the  Son  ofQod.  It  is 
4iQ^  enough  that  Ghrift  Is  maligned,  aiid  by  your 
*'*     '*         "^    ']  '     '  *      prafticc  . 
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.praftt^  Tcfufed  as  an  impoflor  ;••  but  ye  muft  cru- 

-cify  hims  and  as  if  your  fpitc  could  not  termi- 

nate.wkh  Us  death,  ye  trample  his  blood  under 

•foot.     Ye    have  already,    in    praftice,   rejefted 

Chrift ;  there.  want§  but  one:  ftep  to  involve  yon 

Jn  the  guilt  of  thefe  of  whom  tfce  apoftle  faya, 

Hcb.  X.  29*  that  they  trade  under  foot  the  Son  of 

C^d^  and  counted,  the  blood  of  the  covenant  an  un» 

hoiy  thing.     All.  unbelief  has  (opi^ching  of  tbi$ 

in  it^  '      . 

.:.  8.  And  that:  nptbing  might  be  wanting  to  enr 

hance  your  guilt,  all  this  is  done  under  the  pre^ 

teoce  of  friendftiip;  ye  cry,  Hail  mafterj  and 

then  crucify  ihimi  y^  betray  the  Sm  qfman  with  0 

kifs.  Ye  wear  his  livery,  eat  His  bread,  call  him 

mafter ;  and  yet  lift  tup  the  heelagalnjl  himt  A 

ci:ime  not  to  be  parallelled  by  any  but  that  of  }u- 

das  ;  the  Jews  .owned  thei^ifclvfis  ius  encniies.  Sejp 

Heb.  X.  19.      .  ; 

•   p.  l^hat  the  whole  Trinity  m^  bear,  its  pror 

•portion  iaypur.curfed  oppodtion  to  it,  ye  dodb- 

ipitCL  unto  the  Spirit  of  Gpd.     What  can  be  9(1 

JUdftCff  contempt  of  the  Spirit  i^Gpd,  than,  to  r^ 

fufe  his  teftimony,  refift  his  ftrivings,  and  ther^ 

^y  grieve  fcioi?  and.  this  every  one  of  you  has 

'.ibaeinanyaday;  { 

,sv..JiO/  Ye  declare  a  go(pel  miniftry  ufclefs ;  yeca^i 

IjDt.only  Rriniflterej  ;but  all /who   have  ow^^ 

iChrift,    fooUt  ye  juftify  their  perleciitors,.i^i^ 

^mocl^bpth  God  and  man  in  ypur  profeiTed  adh^- 

xrence  to  tlie  nanae  of  Chrift,  and  profeffion  of  r^ 

4igiQn.    In  one  wprd,  y^  rejeft  Cbrift,  i;^fiili^ 

ifttrit,  and  malti:eat.  his  ambadAdors.  ^^-r 

i.Thusikr  have  we  (hortly  laid  befcH*^  you  yoi^r 

fin ; ,  with  th^  like  brevity,  I  fliall  it 

.  .  2*  Repreftflt  your  danger.    Unbelievers^  >5C 

fit 
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•fit  fecur^,  ye  fear  no  ill.  Ye  do  perhaps  promife 
yoarfelves  peace,  and,  with  the  fool  mthe  go- 
fpd,  have  long,ag(>  (ung  a  requiem  to  yomrfelves : 
ioul,  take  thee  reft.  Well  were  it  for  you,  could 
lye  always  deem  Co  t  -but'  think  on  it,  this  will  nat 
^b ;  I  aflbre  you  your  hazard  is  great  beyond 
thought,  as  (tcure  a$  ye  fit.  Tliat  I  may,  if  pof- 
fible,  awakeft  you,-  I  fhall  jihordy  tell  you  what  it 
i^  ye  ate  In  hazard  of,  and  theo  fhew  where- 
in your  hazard  Ues.  And  if  after  a  juftconfr 
deration  of  th€fe  tw<>,  ye  think  It^  ilot  worth  while 
to  provide  for  your  own  fccurity,  then  ifleep  on. 
^  If  ye  aik  what  ye  have  to  fe^r ;  I  fhall  give  you 
%  ihort  accouht  of  it,  from  four  (cripture  ex- 
preffions.  —      < 

>  I.  It  is  damnation  yfe  have  to-  fear.  He' f hat 
'Mieveth  Jhall  be  faved :  he  thafbetievethnctjball 
^  damned r  Sofiy^  the  Icripturc,  Mark  xvi.  16. 
Damnation,  though  jefted  at  by  fome,  is  yet  a  ve- 
ry grave  and  aiomentuous  thing.  '  A  fentencepaf- 
ied  by  the  great  judge,  before  fo  folemn  analTem- 
4>ly  as  that  of  angels  and  men,  adjudgingpoor  fin- 
tiers  to  hell  by  irrevocable  fentence  and*  unalttf* 
;able  appointment,  is  fure  no  light  matter. 

2.  It  is  wrath  the  unbeliever  has  to  fear,  ao^  i* 
In  hazard  of.  He  that  believeth  Hot  is  eondemnsi 
already y  and  the  torath  of  Q^d  ahideth  on^him^ 
Johti  iii.  18,  36*  And  iuho  kmi^s  the  porbef  (^ 
Gods  wrath?  Who  caja  eildure'  the  anger  of  an 
,  ihcenfed  God  ?  Tfiis  expreflion  is  defigneAto  polru 
.  forth  the  feverity  of  the  lentence*,'  It  isbofrrowed 
»from  men*-  who,^ho'  they  may  fonaetimes  calm- 
ly, without -any  ariger,  punifti;  yet  when  they 
are  in  wrath,  they  deal  with  greater  (evefity,anJ 
lire  not  influenced  with  thefe  mitigating  confiderd- 
llpns  which  fometilues  bind  up.  their  hands.  Th^ 
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-mhtn  God  d^goa  to  ru'm  impemit^nt  fii;in€r9y  bfi 
"U&id  tadeal  with  ^them  lex  \^ath,a  ThefCi,  S^  j|(. 
•;  3;*lris  dd^niftion^  This  tella  ihc.eycnt.  They 
Tvho  fear  n^.GQdf  kn^w.  iim  Hot^  ^nd  ^bey  not 
the  gc^ety  are  doomed  to  evcria/iing  diftrui^inHf  % 
Th^fT.  1.-9-.  Roia  or  dpftjcuftiott>is  th^  doonn.oT 
unbelievers.    Their  hopes  for  the  future,  as^  wcjj^ 
a^  their  prefeitt*cni<Iitymeflts,'»r^ei^drely  deftrpy* 
edy  wd. that  with,  Ao  .e^^rlaAi^g  deAruftJon,     ;  i 
4.  tt  is  cs^lled  punijhmtnt ;:  ^d  thja  pomi«  out 
the- nature  of  that  3^hi<^  ye  ar«  iO'hai^rd'of.Jt  is 
fb  punifhmeDt,  /andith^t  a  (ore  <)n^|  proporqq^j4 
<Q  your  crtfii&>.    Th.e.loveof  God,  as\greata$  it 
isr,  is  coQtemnqdi.by  rejeOing  ithegofpel  pfopoG^ 
for  the  &lyjilio«,of  fmners;  even  tlici.love  (rf'thc 
fitber,  which  Is  fi>  highly  commended  i^  giving 
lbis.So,n,    aad^  (k^,  love  of  the  Son  d^at  is  So  high*- 
ly:XtkSig^iiied  in  giving  hfm/il/.  This  puhiJfhment 
will  be  proportionejd  to  the  vaU;ie  of  that  blood 
tkat  is  trampled  upon.     If  ye  be  cbai>gsd  With  jb 
gr^t  a  debt  a$  hiht  price  of  thj^  l>]pod  of  God,  It 
•will  .aot  be  jp>(>n :  paid.    It  is  gr^;^  jm  propprtipa 
tathe.meaQ.s  enjoyed,  whereby  ye  xpLght  have  ob- 
tained an  intereft  among  God's  choien  ones,  had 
ye^managed  iuifably. .   In*fine,  .it^  13  great  ;in  pro- 
port^n  10  that  £ilyation  which,  j;  iTighted/'^ 
greatni^  whereof  we  did  ilhiihatp.  at^fome  lengtli 
fcrpieWyv   If  1 1^.  mdrdjpokcn  by  a^els  iixasjfeJg^ 
fa(i\  af^  evBt^  tt<mfgreffion  andr^^ 
ceiVf^HJufli  ^^^,Of^ence  of  reward  ^  \^Q:mJhaU'we 
ejc<4p€  if  we  negk^fo  great  fdlyation^  vf^icJk'af 

^*^ji/&y?.,^QP»*<^f  }^  Jpo^j^^  by  t)ie.  JSprdyMnd 
ytas j^4^ni»ard^  cqrtfirmed  unto  us  by .  them' t^at 

k€^^'dhin\f  H^r.|i*.2>  3-  ^^^^^  4s^JJ^[^^^^ 
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4tt»  Med'wthmi  mtfcyf  ^  under  tw>  «r  thrte  wi^ 
keffhs':  9fhmmtu:bfirerpwnfimentffiff»fiye^ 
fbatl  he  ie  fho/ught  worthy^  wk&  hath  irodem  umder 
fi$t  theStn  of  G^^  and  haih  iC^mted  the  hUod 
eftke  cwe9UMt  'mherevnih  he  %ias  fisnOttfiedj  an 
Junhofy  thing,  and  hath  done  dej^e  unit>  the  ^Spirk 
0/Gntcef  Fdr'we  kn^w  him  that  hath/aid,  Ven^ 
geatfee  bekmgeth  unto  me,  akd  I  tiiiW  repay  J  fiith 
4he  Lord, 

Bat  wherdn  lies  our  haftrd,  'wili  ye  &y,  of  ^ 
Ihelb  ev&  yd  ipeak  of  .^  I  dufwer^  Ye  are  indeed 
in  eniinelit  danger :  Vor,  \ 
7  t.  The  nature  df  God  makedswurpunifhmcnt 
neceflkry^  Sidy  every  fin^  is  the  abominahk  thing 
tvMc^  C^  hates,  Jer.  itliv.  4v  'Much  more  is  un* 
belief  fe,  ^bldiy  oa  the  account  formeity  memi- 
imeA,  b^finnethtng  in  it  beyond  other  ims.  i 

<2.  God  has  threatened  unbelieveirs  vith  wrath, 
dkmnaiion, '  deftr^ibny   and  -  ponHhment ;   and     ' 
^hen  once  he  threatens,  all  hi$.  attributes  ftand 
<lengaged  for  the  execution.    Has  he  ^d,  and  >viU 
he  not  do?     . 

3;  flcha:s  impartially  ^mhi(hed  others^  and  }$ 
hot  this  proof  enough  df  the  meafure  ye  may  ex- 
ptQ,  to  meet  Mrtth?  The  carcafes  of  the  Uhtiidiies 
fUI  in  the  liiidernefs  for  unbelief.  ^ 

"*  4.  Th^erc?  is  po  -polBble  refiiecfy  for  your  »fta, 
9crch  |is  rejeft  Gh!nA,  rejeft  the  only  remedy  $  aii4  I 
.  ^wefinwil/nify'  after  v/e  red&ivett^  kn&whge  of  \ 
ike  f ruth,  theri^  fefnatneth  no  mo^/adfifieeforfihs,  j 
Wir  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  ^judgment  and  1 
'fi^ry  i^gnafion;  vjhichjhall  devour  ike  aiverfa^  J 
rto,  Hefe.  X.  26,  27^ 

5.  To  make  all  (bre,  the  oath  bf  God  is  enga^ 
^d  for  your  ptinlOiment,  Heb.  iii.  1 8.  and  vowhom 
fivare  *e:  that  they  /bould  mtenfief^inU  his  reft, 
"***  hut 
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tmttp  them  fist  teOevimf^  H^vrp'iBtneiei\odiA 
courfe  of  thde  things  at  length,  yotir  danger 
ibight  be  eafily  mahilefiied. 

(3.)  I  {hall  DOW  ihut  ujp  what  I  have  to  %  t6 
ywtf  In  a  fhort  account  of  your  duty,  having  al* 
te^dy  laid  before  you  your  fin,  add  imminent 
tfenger.  The  ftmof  thi0  In  that  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  Mvords^  of  our  text,  Believe  my  tie 
Lord  Jtfus  Ghrifl.  Before  we  come  to  prefi  thk 
idutyupon  you,  we  muft  acquMnt  youi  that  wfc 
«ome  not  in  our  soiim  name  to  treat  with;  you  up^ 
CHI  tlus  htfad ;  bat  cuder  thd  chamfter  and  notioiL 
<^Chfift'«  aimbaflador,  <:lQthed  with  a  commiffi^ 
en  'from  him.  We  do  come  to  you  An  his  namiJ, 
and  (hall  treat  with  you.accoixiing  to  the  inftm^i^ 
0B8  received  irom  bur  great  Lord  ind  MaAef. 
>li:cording  to  our  inftituftiona  then,  we  do  in  hii 
name  demand  and  require  feveral;  things,  all  comf* 
prehended  in  that  ibort  one,  Belkve  m  the  Lord 
,Jefu$  Chrifl.  ^ 

u  That  ye  do  dwn  and  acknowfege^  yourielvdi 
fools,  blind  and  ignonant  finners,^  utterly  void  0^ 
and  mcapable  by'yooi^  own  endeavours  to  attain 
to  an^  tneafiire  or  decree  of  tlie  k^\sx^  knowlege 
«f  God;  and  that  ye  do  receive, reft, rely  and  be* 
Heve  on  the  Lord  JeiRis  Chrift,  for  'inftruffiony 
wifilon^  and  underftanding  of  all  •  thing?  that  atle 
needftil/tobe  known,  .in  order  foyour  accepfanj^ 
.with  God,  and  partaking  of  his&lvation.  Trufi 
in^he  Lord  wihMll'tiy  htart.  mi  kan  not  ia 
tkine  oviH  umhrftandingi  Prov.  lii.'  5.  Let  no  man 
deceits  htmjelj^  if  ar^  man  am^ngyoujettneth  to 
be  wje  in  this  ffuorld,  let  him  btxonte  ^fpoi^  that 
^hemaybewji^  i  Gor*  lii^  18.  which  hecaii  Ho 
ochcjrwife  be,  thaa  by  trufting  entirely  to  the  Lord 
'  -.'V-  -'/     •'"*  a-    '^  - ^'•-    idBbk 
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Jfefu?  Ckl&i  lybg  }#  mack  of  Cod  to  all  diem,  duit 

belicVc,  wifaomv 

2.  We  do,  in  our.  great.  Lprd  and.Maftef? 
AftQie,  fl«nfW4  t^id  requitfs;-  thu  io  your  4p^- 
JlAces  at;  fhe  bar  of  God,;  oroC  hig  deputy  your 
own  .con^khce,<  (o  anfwer  for  yt^uil  fihsi  ye.  do 
Dever  oiicelook  to^  or  io  ihi&Jeaft.exfi^eA  rpifaiie  abr 
^Ivffd,  acqukM,  orjuAiikdi  jC^aaccount ^fl.any 
-rightepufoefs . of  your  own;  jbut  .tbat  yc  fliall 
^^{■^  dUcJ^im  fti^  refpieiyjiur  ewu  rightcoufaef^ 
Jcnrir^^y^  witho9<.Qfifei:tag-.tp,pkadin  your  own 
jpfii&^atkiii  .your  own  dqis^  or  fuflering^  f^ 
ing,  and.  r^rl^ipg  only  upod  that  xigbt<ouih%i^ 
which  ChiTift.  has,  wrought,  pleading  only  thax 
jph^ift  h?is, fujfered  all  tht  puttilhmenr  t to  .thp  law 
did  threaten  yo^  .with,  ao^d  Has  yielded  a  full  and 
Hcpiif^plele.  obedience  to  ail.j its  demands  in  ygur 
JuanTiei;  tp  vrbicb.  right^Qittfeefe,  paffiyeand  a^ve, 
•ye  truly,  as ^Jb^. only  wb««cbiy  ye: can  be  abfoiycfl 
at  the  bar  of  God  from  the  charge  laid  agj^inftyou, 
and  have  a  tide  to  that  life-  and.  happinef^  \yb'i^^ 
Is  tb.e  promiftd  reward  tbtireof.  Ye  nwift,  witb 
^tfae  apoftljS,  PhUi!  ili.  9.  ^onnt  all  but  hfi  and 
.^^^gf  .^kairjie  'imy^  W^  Qbfift^  and  be^}%Mftd  m 
him,  not'  h/ipiag  y^ur  cii/if  f^^teftj/ne/s .H/Mch is 
^  if  the  law,  bi^  that  which  is  'jthrfHigb  the  faith  $f 
[Chrijt,  ^  righteoufn^t  :whhh  is  jt^  QU  kjuj^^h. 

:  3  •  WJ^rfBasy^  have  by  y9(ur.  fina  rendered  Jfour- 
;  felves  juftly obppxioM8)aod: jij&bfe  to  ihe  difplcaftic, 
.anger  ^nd  wrafh ofthe  liqly  arid  juft f5od,  we  do 
require,  that  y^/ball  neyer  .offer  to  bim  yourowo 
faith  or  pbei^ie^ce,  youf  4oing  or  fuficring,  your 
rj)rayersor  tears,  as  k  fetisftfUon  for  the  odRncc 
^'donc  hintiKpr  a  propitiatory  oHlrvig  to  atorieJiim 
.  ani  XQxxK  ^way  his  angeti:ib\if  tfcat  ye  doltroft  on- 
\  ly  to  the  lamb  of  Gpd);  whom  \i^  fit  forth  as  a 
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fr^pifiathn  tbrolfitith  in  his  bh'o4,  M  whom  «•; 
lone  God  is  well  pkafed  'with,  aiid.  accepts  of 
finoers;  - .'-     : 

.  4i  We  do  furdier -deni:ind,  m.Chrtft  our  Ma- 
ftcr'0  name,  that  ye  believe  oa  and  reccivt  him 
^syour  abfolott  and  Ibvereign  Lord.;  that  ye  rW** 
dily  and  cheerfully  obey  all  his  commaochntnts, 
that  yd  Willingly  mbmit  to  his  providewSal  diipo- 
fal  of'you.  :     •:  .        .   i         •     ; ,% 

5.  ^Wc  do  rcqmjrc,  that  ye  do  belifcvc  on  and; 
neceivehim,  as  the  author,  prefeprer'and  main-', 
taincr  6f  Ipiritual  life^  and^of  the Avhole  wof*k  of^ 
fanffification ;  to  whom  alone  ye  are[  to  truft,  for ' 
the  beginnings,  progrefs  and  completion  of  a 
worfcrf  ianftificatidny  he  being  made  of  God 
fintSHficanon  as  well  as  righteoufnefi.to.aU  them 
thfttxio  bcltesre;     •:.:., 

6,  We  do  further  ^emand^  that  yfl  do  all  in  tie » 
fwmej^fChrifly  GoL  iii.  17.  and  that  ye  attempt 
no.  duty,  go  fiirth  again  ft  'i{q  enemy,  but  in  his 
name  and  ftrength,  and  under  his  condu£t;trufh* 
ing  is>  him  only  for  ftrdigth,  protcftion,  tfirougb- 
hdacmg'anft  aoceptsmce.  \   :\  ,  .    ' 

.lsi:ixi!t^\o  film  up  all,  we.  do,  in  your  gnrat{ 
Lord's  name,  require  a  pivfent  readyrdompliance/ 
with  all  and  evdry  oiicof  thefe  .^lemaods.  We: 
havd'nb  infiru^tions  to  akoiw.  youfiinff:  hour's  de-*'' 
lay.  JVW  is  the  accrpted  time^  no^bAT/.thcsdny  efii 
lihaiion:  and  to  day  if  yc  ixxUiJiednhis  virake/ 
harden  hot  your  hearts  '..  Wc  ha^.no^cpmmii&Qa  j 
ta'l|)eak  of  to-morrow?.  IS^or  ;wiU  iice,  nor  csftJ 
\\re,  nor  dare  we  part  thcfe  dema?ida-.v  Gt>mpiy.i 
with  all  or  none.  That  ihort  one  in  our  textim'-H 
plies  them  aH  aitd  more,  whi6h  we  (hall  not  now  •. 
iniift  upon,  having  at  length  opened  up  the  na?*^^ 
'  ^'    Z  J  ,^v»vV;  ;......,. ture,; 
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tttre  of  this  «i(uty  in  oar  explloition  of  that  dodiine 
\rfiicli  VTB  now  are  improving* 

This  is  the  (ubftance  of  what  we  do  in  otir 
Lord's  name  crave ;  and  we  iare  inftnrffed  to 
prefi  thole  demands^  4ind  urge  yotir  compliance 
wkh  thtm^  (r.)  fay  intreaties^  (2,)  fay  command$| 
(3.)  by  threats, 

(Flrft^)  Know  thch,  O  tmbciicvert,  though 
our  blefled  Lord  and  Mafter  ipight  perempturily 
f^ttiie  obedience  to,  and  acceptance  of  tfaefe  de- 
mands, and,  upon  tl>e  firft  rdixfal,  turn  yoo  all 
into  hell ;  yet  fuch  is  his  condedenfion,  that  he 
has  given  us  in  commiffion,tobeieech  and  intreat 
your  compliance.  Therefore,  as  amb^^dors  fvr 
Cbrifty  as  thot^hGoddid  befiechyou  by  uSf'^ve 
fray  you  m  Cbrifi'sftead  be  ^t  reconciied  iQ  €odj 
which  can  no  otherwiie  be,  than  upon  an  acccp* 
tance  of  the.  tcrms'we  have  propofed  to  you.  We 
want  not  motives  to  enforce  our  petition  5  we  ar* 
rather  ftraitened  with  the  number  of  them,  than 
with  want.  We  have  £r  many  in  our  vicwj  that 
we  kno^lE  not  where  to  be^n,  nor  how  to  etKt 

I,  We  earneftly,  in  Ghrtft^s  ftead,  b^fiech 
your  failhig  an  with  the  demi^nrds  made  upon  you, 
which  are  in  thcmfelves*  vaoariby  cf  all  accepta^ 
th4.  We  crave  no  unreafimabte  thii^,  when 
we  bid  you:  beiieve  on  the  Lord  jefts  Chrift.  The 
^(^^[ueft  is^'foited  to  all  the  principles  of  reaibn* 
What  ntore-jfuitabJe  than  for  the  creature  to  grant 
tW  i^equeft,  >  comply  with  the  defire  (pardon  the 
expit^ffion)  of  the  Creator  ?  What  more  llntable 
tatluit  rational  prindple  of  ifaIf«preicrvation,  and 
allowable  £blfriove,  than  for  a  captive  to  accept  of 
a^diver^r,  a  Oaye.to  receive  a' redeemer,  a  con- 
dcmnexl  m^lefi|&>r  tp  welcome  ^  pardon,  a  (inner 
ta  Wtertain  a  Saviw^  i  Wan$}§r$r  to^  lay  hold 

ppoa 
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upon  a  guide,  a^  poor  man  to  accept  of  riches 
vrfaea  o&red,  and  a  parloed  ofiender  to  betake 
faim&lf  to  the  city  of  refbge  I  Nothing  (ure^can 
better  quadrate  Mdth  thatprindple  that  is>  interwo* 
vcainthe  -very  fnune  of  our  natures.  Again,  vfaat 
more  (uited  to  our  intereft  than  this}  TJ]^  is  « 
ntinnal  princi|dey  when  kept  within,  juftteunds; 
and  it  has  a  great  influence  fox  ordinary  upon  tlis 
afiions  of  men.  *  intereft,  reair  or  mifj^kcn,  ruler 
the  world:  and  oeiver  did  it  more  appear  thaki 
Iteiae,  pleading  ftrongly  for  yoor  acceptance  o^ 
mA  complismce  with  our  defire«.  A  com]^ncc 
vriJl  ta^  you  from  the  dunghil  to  the  throne,  will 
'enrich  begj;ars  with  all.  the  fiilnefi  of  God ;  will 
iiiake  the  children,  nay,  the  fla^res  ojf  Satan,  heirs 
Df  heaven,  and  advance  them  to  the  eftate  and 
dignity  of  being  ions  of  the  Moft*bigh.  It  is  not 
a  few  things,  buc  all  things,  diat  ye  may  make 
yours,  by  accepting  of  this  ofSsx*  If  ye  believe^ 
u#/  tittles  are  yours  ^  things  prejinty  and  tbings  tp 
"^^rtiej  grace  Mdghrys  aifarey^urs,  dt^dye  art 
^hrljts^  Once  mere,  Nothing  more. futtable  to 
that  princifrfe  of  gralimde,  that  is  judged  to  be  & 
much  (iiited  to  the  nature  of  man,  that  he  cannot 
'fbtgo  it,  without  finking  himielf  a^degree  below 
ifie  very  beafts.  ^  Nothing,  I  iayy«  is  more  agrees 
able  to  gratttude.  He  who  gave  700  all  that  ]pe 
pfOffefs,  to  whom  alone  ye  muft  owe  all  that  ye 
•ihail  to  eternity  enjoy,  aiks  this  fmall  and  reaibn- 
able  boon,  this  juft  defire ;  and  we  in  his  ftead 
(aiefeJecfa,  intreat  ttid  obteft  your  compliance.  Shall 
^e  get  a  reftkfal,  when  our  demand  is  fo  highly 
reafonabie  f  Rea(bnV  ielf*Iove,  intereft,  gratitude^ 
^11  ftcond  our  requeft.  If  ye  refofe  in  this,  4f  y)s 
^ill  not  hear  tbde  (econding  and  ui|^g  our  eaiv 
neft  requeft^  th^  we  take  Q<Ai  aiigidis  and  men 
Z  4  to 

Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


§^^  -iabA  kecov&y .  .fart  ft. 

towlmefs'agaioft  yon,  that,  mther  than  comply 
tiAds  thedefire  of  tlie  ambafSidor  of  Ghcift,  :fup« 
piisaring  you.ki'liift  name^.  ycMi^  will  notrfla^d  to 
eoimterad  lU.th^.pnndples.of  reafim,  idf^'pre&r* 
Vation,  isitereitaQidigraiitfidey  to: hear  wfaoixL  ye 
,wtQ  not  I'efafe:  in*  any  other,  date.. »  < 
;  •  2.  We  bciecdh  you,  in  OhriiV^ifaead,  t6 accept 
rf  him;  for  Wc.dare  fiy,.  he  is. worthy  of  your 
«0cef>tan^,  ivsorthn^  for  ^hoi&  ye.ikouid  do  this 
thing.  He  a  the  ^snfy,  hegvtMn^of.  the  FAther, 
0SkA  is  pone/fisd'iof  all.  the  ^hirittis.  per&Aions  of 
thevFairfaer;  he  iithe  exprefi  image  of  his  ferfcn^ 
Uie*  image  of  the  kivifibte  God»  Aad  as  upon  ac^ 
ifount  oFhiB  pcr&nal  excellencibs^Qpon  accouotof 
the:gaixi  offices  lie  has  done  jgsa^  lie  delbveis  ^xA 
Jtrcatmehc  at  yoar  hand,  Hobas  honoured.  ]^our 
natare,;.  by  joming  it  to  bis  owDvia  a  glorloujs  and 
myfterioas  perfbnal  vtnion.:  He  has  given  thcmoft 
^pvegnant  pndof  of  tnatchlefi  Jotve^to  loftCnners: 
ie  left  the  Fair's  bofoip,  -to  briiig  them -Aere ; 
ive  diedt  th^t  they/  might  Hvjej^.  Jhc  fuifl^red,  that 
4[hey  might  b&iayed.  In  a  ^woixl/  all  the  perie£ii* 
cnBof  the  divine  naturc^'-alinthQ  .perfe^o|i9  of 
^our  own,  alL  the  wounds^'  every-  drop: of  the 
^lood  of  thexxucifiedSaviQar  of tho Vforld^  all  ^e 
tsars  he  (hed^.  2^{  the  drop3  oC  blood  he  in  his  ft* 
/^oies  did  (W^atifor  the  relief  of  poor  finners;  all 
rcry.wirh  one  voice,  finneirs^  :ve  befeech  you  be- 
lieve on  the  liord  Jefi^s.  Can  you  refuie  what  \% 
craved  by  fufch  aa  one  ?  ,  / 
i .  3;  We  pray.yoM,  by  the  mmeies'of  God,  in 
the  boiVeU  <tf  o^  Lord  Jelus,  beWeve-on  htm,  ao 
.(C^tofhltnyi'for.hts  heart  is  uf»m  this  reqoeA. 
:Nothing  more  ^oeptable  tohim^tthim  a  compli- 
ance with  thts.c^iU;  he  laid  the  foondi)tion  of  this 
ofo  >ve  maki^^o^u,  in  his  mm.hlopd;  hewep( 
.  t  at 
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arfiniiers  tolJyi  that  iiMlld  .hot  c^ply  wISi  it; 
he  has  iiVlHtUffe^  gofp^l'  rtrfn4fti7  for  this  vety  end', 
find  has  be^fif W Ihiay  (b%aki  at>  Vaft  cxpeAtfe 
t)f  gift^  and'gi-afee  ibr-tKe  Jiiafctertance  of  this  hli 
*6MPn  6fdtaaFK*et  tte'has' given  them  moft  pereAk* 
ptory  <>r;ders,'t6  cill  yoa,*obe(eeth  you,  td  c6^ 
.inand,  to  tbr'etttferi, nay,  to doSripfel  you  ioicbtrt- 
plianc^.  "Wiri  ye  reftife  otfr  Waftfer  that  reqocft 
he  had  Ibm^ch  a^thek^t?'     '   -    '\  =  ^'  • 

4*,' We  befecfchi  ydu,  accej^t  of  hfra  rtow,  graiit 
our  reqiiefti  afe'y^'^ould  have  yours  gramed  bj^ 
hlr^,  *t  thardSy^hraye  fhaH  fee' obliged  toftpt 
plicate  him,  fta^ing  before  his  l>ar,  as  p^rfheis 
before  the  Jtidgi  bf  all  the  eafth.  None  (haH  have 
their  lequeft-giilftted'  \t\  that  day^  who  will-  not 
grant  ours  iMa:^^'  ' '  WW  ye  ti6t  thcii'  hear  oiii*  ^Ja^- 
fter  iiow?  ify^^iefufehim  nov^,  hOw \villye'th\hli 
CO  6btain  any  fevOuJ-  from  him  Qien  > 

;j.;  AVe  beftS^c^  youi  irt  thie  name  of  all  the  g^d^ 
rious  Trinity,  to  |ifent  our  demands.  We  ar^ 
ambaflTadofs  ftMrTIhrlft,  and'God  doth  b€fo6chy6tt 
by  us.  God  the  Father,  aAd  God  the^  Son,  an* 
Crod  the  HdlyGhoft,  do  all  joki'  \ti  the  fopplteft 
tion.  Neve^  wefe  there  fiich' three  names  at  a 
jbpplfcation,  bevir  ftich  three  hands  at  a  petition-. 
O  finner^  vnhAi  hearts  have  ye,  if  ye  can  refuft 
the  defire,  the  fupplicatlon^  thie  inftreaties  of  a 
whole  Trinity?  All  the  loVe  of  the  Father,  all  the 
gra^e  of  the  Sob,  alh'd 'all  bleffings  that  are  enjoy- 
ed by  communion  with  tbeHi^ly  Ghoft>  all  plead 
with  you  fof  your  compliaftce.  Can  ye  refeft 
us  tbeh^  O  (ixmtxs,  O  tocks,  O  hearts  harder  than 
rocks  f  .    ^  ■    '  ; 

6.  Once  more,,  v/e  beftech  yt>u,  be  ye  reconciU 
ed  to  God,  accept  of^  and  believe  on  our  Lorfl 
jfefus  Chrift ;  for  we  airure  you,  in  our  great  Ma* 

fter'a 
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fier>  namey  he,  i^  no  ordinary.  %plicant.  He 
never  ckme  ynA^  fu^  j^fiipplicatton. to  the  fallen 
angels ;  he  never  can^  with  it  to  m^y  nadons  of 
jtbe  world,  wh<>  would,  we  jilafce  no  doubt,  wel* 
csonifi  it,  if  they.;kn6w  it,  and  had  xu  Kings  are 
not  ordinaiy  petidpnprs,  and  therefore  it  is  no 
wonder  if  they  t»\f;^  ill  with  a  repuUe. 

Now,  p  ilnnera,  what  anfwer  ihail  we  give  to 
him  that  fent  us  ?  what  return  ihaU  we  give  to 
our  jxiafter  I  Shall  we  %,  that  we  came  to  the 
<:oiigregation  qi  Ck;res,  that  we  (hewed  his  com- 
mLOSon,  told  our  errand,  in  his  name  iiipphcate 
for  a  compliance  with  his.  demand^  Bur  that  ye 
would  not  hear  him,  though  we  besought  you,  in 
l;us  name,  by  all  the  ties  ^realba,  ielf-pre£ervati' 
pn,  intereft  and  gradtude,  by  th^  g^ioua.  worth 
o^Ctirift,  by  all^h^marksof  hisJk>¥etD  mankind, 
By  all  his  concern  for  finners ;  an4  that  we  had  a 
wl&ole  Trinity  (ecpndiag  us,  and  that  yet  we  met 
:with.  a  refufal  I  Are.ye  wling  that  we  take  wimef 
2bsi|pon  this  r^fal,  and,  in  our  Maker's  name, 
proteft,  that^t^  our  reafonable,  jsay,  advantage- 
pus /eqvefl:,  was  reluied?  It  is  a  wonder  that  e- 
ve^  the  cominaods  of  a  God  (hould  be  diibbeyed; 
but  it  is  yet  a  greater^  thatevertherequeft,thein* 
treaty  of  a  Godfhoold  be  de^yed*'  ^Bp  aftomfti' 
ed,  O  heavens,  at,  this,  God befeechingl  and  man 
xefofingl  r 

(Second.)  If  this  w}ll  not  prevail  with  you,  then 
know,,  that  ,wc^  are  iQftruAed  by  our  great  Lord 
and  Matter,  J^  makeuie  of  his  authority,  and»ia 
his  nttine, . toconimand  your  comfdiance.  We  do 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  MaAer 
Je(us  Ghrifl,  command  every  o^Ki^c^r yon,  young 
pjoii  pldj  rich  and  poor,  high  attd^kyw,  to  believe 
.....  ,  OD 
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4>n  him,  aftd  recdvc  him.   rie>Varc  of  defpififtghii 

authority;  If  ye  be  vWft;obiy  h'ri  Command:  For, 

II  Never  was  there  a  command  given  by  tny 

Idng,  that  defetvcd  more  rcfpcft,  upon  account 

of  the  matter  of  it.    If  ye  look  to  it,  ye  will  find 

it  nothing  dfe  but  this,  Chrift'con^mands  you  to 

be  htfppy,  commands  you  to'heaveh;  and  will 

ye,  out  of  a  hatred  of  God's  authority,  damn  youf  * 

own  fouls  ?  :   i 

4.  Obey  this  command ;  fcr  it  is  his,  who  i* 

King  ofklngij  ^arfdLord  of  lordSy  the  princt  tff 

the  kings  of  the  earthy  the  high  and  only  fo^Atdf^i 

who>  on  account  of  the  fu^reminent  excejierky 

of  his  nature,  his  intereft  in  us  by  creation  antf 

pri^j^rvatk^^  has  the  unqueftionable  right  tooul? 

obedience  without  any  relervation.  ''  '  T 

'  3,  IJiiputi?  nt)t  this  cOriimand ;  for  it  is  his,  who 

did  command  you  out  of  nothing,  and  who  caif; 

with  the  like  fiicility,  command  you  into  hel!/ 

which  is  infinitely  wc«^  than  noAing.       V    '.   ^ 

4.  If  yc  will  obey  this  command,  we  have  ^an 

allowance,  in  his  name,  tp  make  pfFer  of  himiblf/ 

^d  of  all  hid  glorious  purchafe ;  and,  according^  . 

tt)  our  cominiffion,  we  do  herCj  in  die  name  or 

our  great  Lord  and  Mafter,  offer  him  for  wifiibm/ 

righteoufiiefi,  fenftification  and  redemption;  We^ 

offer  him,  and  all  he  has>  to  every  one  within' 

theft  doors.    Whoever  ye  be,  whatever  your  fins 

are,  though  ad  great  as  ever  were  the  fins  of , any] 

of  the  Ions  of  Adam,  we  do  here  offer  Ghrlft  to 

you,  and  do  promife,  that,  if  ye  will  accept  of 

him,  he  will  in  no  ivije  eaflyou  ^'nt )  nay,  hefhall 

ikyft  you,  make  you  fons  of  God,  »'nay,  heiils,  yea, 

and  joint  heirs  with  binifelf.  ^'B^litve  on  the  Lor^ 

Jefm  undyefiail  bejived^    Take  him,  and  have 

b^  \  take  him,  and  have  with  him  all  things ; 

all 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  iC 
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all  the  blelfings  that  the  ii3iSnitc>:€teiTal^  elefting 
1qv«  of  the  Father,  'dcfigned  for  hi$.cho(en  ones; 
ail  ^  bleflRrigs  tb^^,  thii  precious  blood  of  God, 
on<e  drop  whereof  vr^?  of  mere  v^lqi?  .than  tea 
^lafiitid  worlds^  did  purcfaaf^;>  all  that  the  great 
ao4  precious  promiies  of)  the  li&^hat  now  is,  and 
f^  (hat  which  is  to  come>  are  able  to  \  gtsSp  or 
.  compyehead ;  all  th^t.  quick-fighte4  ip^th^  that 
looks  from  one  eternity  to  another,  frqtp:  eternal 
flefibmglove,  projeding  mercy^  to  eteroalfalyari- 
qj:^^  flawing  from  that  fountain;  g^i[i  fet  its  eye  up- 
osv\^  ail  that  the  enlarged  capacity  of  a^perfefteJ 
iWi.can  hold  or  defire  to  all  ecernity:  in  one 
Word^  all  that  a  God  can  bcfto^V,  ot  a  creature 
^ecivp  j  if  ye  reccrvi?  Ghrift,  all  \%  and  (hail  be 
jrours.  "  • 

^  {Third.)  Bur  ifwe.cdn  neither  prevail  by  com- 
n^ancis  nor  intreatieiwifh  you,  then  we  give  you 
to  underfhind>  that  we  hay^  it  in  commilBon  to 
12 'ge  you  to  a  comLplfance  bythreatenings.  - 
.  I*- If  ye  believe. not,,  now  in  the  accepted  tirne, 
in  thjft  your  day,  ithepjthc  things  :which  belong 
u^to  your  peace  will  be  hid  from  your  ieyes.  Our 
Slaf^er  Vill  give  ov^r  treating  with  you j  call  homt 
hi$  amba(7adors,  or  give  them  co^Txrftiffion  to  turn 
to,  others;  as  we  find  he  did,  when  .the  Jews  re^ 
}^pd  the  gofpel  voffer,  Afts  xiii.  46,  Paul  and 
^am^as  waxed  MdiOft^Jaid,  It  was  necejfary  that 
the  vjwrd  ofGi)dJl}9ul4fir/l  have  heenfp^ken  toyou: 
fyfffi^^gy^ffft  ft/r^iHyp^f  and  JMdg^  yeurj^lves 
umuorfhy  of  ^v^frl^ing  tife^  h^  vfe  turn  to  the 
Itej^itiles ;  forfiM^  ^^  Lord  ^commAfided  tts. 
[.z^  \ye  do,  in  out  great  ij^ord  ap^  Mafter'« 
Ham^,  proclaim  war  againft  you*  ;.  UnbeJievers, 
fcially  rejefting^ <;hrift,.  are, to  huh  as  Araalek> 
■     •;  ^.   ^  ... .      -^ith 
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with  wt^onr  thC'Lord  hAi  C^vcm  he  ivill  hstvd  war 
fcom  gcnerattonro  grencrkfeon* 

3.  \¥e  Juro*bld  tell  yoo^  iii  our  LorcPs'iiaine, 
0  unbelievers,  that  though:  "ye  dtfobey  <»»  obiw* 
maud,  y«  (hallbe  made  10 obey  another^  ilotbing 
fo  much  to  Ly our  .comfort  ^  advamage.  .  if  ytt 
OiSey  not  that  i.QmmMdf'' biHev^  gnd  befiMd-t 
then  ye  iliall  be  obliged  to.  obey  that,  €oyyic4itrfi 
edy  into  e^eriaJHngpr€fpr€pat^df&rthe^dMiani 
his  angels:  Nqw,  choofe  you  which  ye  \t)&  d^\ 
This  day -ye  have  had  life  and  death- Jet^befiw^ 
you;  either  then  ye  muR'  chooie  fift,  aiid;Uve; 
or.cboofe  dtath,  aad  die^'  'An  anAv«r'5V6  iio^  itk 
our  Matter's  name,  demand.  .'Ifoiioe  he^cail'iis 
back,  atrd  forbid  os  to  treat  any  more  «rfth>yQ|i ; 
if  he  give  tip  dealing  with  you,  tbeti  wenvtyifay, 
Wo  to  you  when  he  departs  *om  youc  (JW^jei 
he  calls  home  his  ambafiadot^yhe  will  (ehd>h|Yiir> 
mies  in  their  room,  who  Ihall  defboy  thoft^rebels, 
ti>ho^  lixndd  not  that  he  JboM  riigm  mer  thtm\  ik 
have  liJean^l  death  btfoj:6ybiiy  chooie  which  df 
them  ye  will. /.         '    .  \t  <-  ?.\. .<*•.> 

Having  thus  addrefled  myieif  to  ubbetiivers  a- 
mong  youjirlilutil  now,   j-  •  »      •    -J       -> .  '♦ 

5^tf©»af^,nSpe?fc a  word(Wortly  t(^y6t> \Hib,<^ 
ter  fearcht  arb  in  doubt  aboi^t  yoUr&lves^^v^he- 
thcryexio  believe  ornori  Wa^ngmwjy^Aifigsil 
once  deffgiicd,  I  (haU  addrc^  yc^  in  a  few  ^I9&n:!l. 

I .  I  moA^  eotifi^^,  your  c^  is  '^9^  M  mA^ik- 
plorable.  >  Nothing  more  W6fol>  khaft'to^be  thus 
in  folpenicy^without  knowing  what  yo^p^afe  i4. 
You  hang  betwixt  beavien  stnd  hell:  l^)%hec6ff* 
cemed  abbot  your  ftate,  a  fed  conflift  bfctw«ixt 
hope  and  fear  will  torment  you*  ^  YoU'tin  haVe 
tio  comfort  in  any  enjoyment,  if  ye  continue*' fe: 
•        ■  lO'livhdt 
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O  what  A  Itoentabk  loiit.dr^  ye  ia4  &r  ]w  rua  t 
riiqae  for  eternity, .  .Mi  x  Iq&.  the  camSxt  of  time. 
.*  ai  Thiok^m  k|  I  ((Gire  yw,  it  witt  bea\n)rk 
cf  dtfiiaid^  ^  get  fftio&Stian  About  your  belkv* 
ing«'  The  wrordi  wberoby  tbia  b^t  ibrth  in  icri* 
fiMtf  do  atl  imjpon  pam&. .  It.  is  nor  juft  to  look, 
^ndiobe  %tapout;.butll)ei:cti8iearching,prov« 
lng»  tiyk^.  .  Thejcandle.of  the  Lord  muft  be 
l^ted^4ivilyemi]^ie>n;h;  the  tonch-flQiie  mull 
|3^brcwight#.9nd  ye.muijt  prove  j^our&kes;  tk 
lacwkto  «iuft:  he  )^ndkd>  and,  ye  nsioft  abide  the 
fdal;  yeiTMfiputyouriUinesmthebalaaoe^vhicli 
he  holcb.'^x^  19  a  Gad  ofjudgment^  by.whoma- 
ififooaane  wmghtd.  :.  . 
3..  RjtftootJntbi^Aatct  Cme£l  diHgeneetotMkt 
fire jiHtrj calling  aadrthSion.:  God's  authorit^s, 
ypor/Own  comfori^  the  credit  06  the  go^J,  the 
gbcyiof  Chrifty  bid  you  all  hafieou;  of  this  Bate. 
Asdf  for  your  direction,  I  (haU  lay  befbre  yoa 
Ike  few  particalaf5  foUowng,  iivhich  if  ye  ohferve, 
ivill  .dp^nnch  to  |-iil  yon  of  all  yoor  dwbts^  thro' 
the  blefling  of  God,  by  the  interpofition  of  our 
lord Jc6i$iGhrifL  r.        .     .    \ 

I.  Conclude  not  that  ye  ^rant  iiidb^  because  ye 
jdo.niH/^ooiiad  att  tbefe  tfaiAgt  in  your&ives, 
wixich  ^thisii  haiffe  S»ind,  eithor  before^  in  the 
tkneji  ^^  ^t«r  cbie  jUn-d's  y^rking  ftitfai  in  them, 
^lifi^)^  ihf y .  ave  ui^d.to  CbriA.  fiome  have  a 
ftcopg  ia«-warJc4)f  long  condotiance  befibre  eon- 
ve^ffK^fi  r  fome  h^ve  mBoh  dUKn&Hefi,  confidence 
9fi^  4e9irnie%  at  (he  very  time  of  ^converGon; 
ivi^di  «»ables  them  to  give  a  dtftinft  acoooot  of 
tb0  tijnfef  place.  ftnd;nean*  of  their  convctfi- 
oat  4nd  (oitie  have  much  joy  Mid  high  manifefia* 
tiona  «fcervard9»  BiU  thoii^  .ye  come  not  tbeir 
lengtbi  yehave  no  reafon'thence  to  conclude  your* 

fdves 
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&hre%  unbdSaway  fince  ia  Some  the  «K«Kifii  is 
2ici^<r  ib  inienfe;  nor  of  flich  oootiiramce  2»ibU 
of  others^  oidy  it  n  Jbcfa  a»  is  .fiifficicot  to  tsdi^ 
diem  out  of  theinfelves  toChrift;  and'thiaisdl 
ibe  (enfe  of  fin  that  is  abfcdbiteiy  tktodbry.  Some 
cftniutf^  Sinictft  the  mift  raiied  by  their  own  car«> 
rup^ons^  Satain  and  the  world^.iee  God  wocking 
upon  their  Ibuls;  nor  can  they  reach  th^t  joyaild 
oomfbrt  in  befieving  wl»eb  others  jdo;  nor  wtk 
they  admitted  to  ftsB  Chrifi  upoa  th;  aaoBt,  >m 
li%h  manifeftatlons  of  his  glory^   •        -  j    .  <:l 

2.  Conclude  not  tiiat  ye  'are  anbelsever8^;.bc^ 
cauieyef^nbrall^hifligBy  aathtyiboiikihemtii 
you.  Sin  in  being,  iin  ra^g  and  tj^rabi^isihgy 
im  in  the  heart  dni^wn  out  into  lbmea&8i>£iln{& 
cty,  and  prevailing  in  Yaiians  degcees^  aie  iho  ^ 
Efficient  e^ridences  of  the  -want  of  grace,  or  of  the 
-want  of  &ith.  Yet  let  nope  fift/bedasafe  grace  ta^ 
490Und{5«'  .  .     ^    •/  :'    • .::  -♦  "   j    •,•; 

3.  Study  the  nature  of  the  covenant  bf  ^[raot 
weU^  ThiswiUbe  eacceodittgly.iie]pfiil  to  you, 
sind  lemote  nuny  rubs  out. ofynuriway,  andaiir 
fvrer  «iany  ^f  your  doubts  f  pkrti^arlyikidi^.tD 

JeDOW/"-' ■i.'i.      )  -i       '*' ^l  'fl  7^  ;  V.  ■  ''      r.ii/i.^ 

<tO  Thftpf»oundbfyiouraGoeptkK9.iiniAC^ 
«nd  of  yoNdr  adnniffion  and  adosfirinto  a^covenant 
itttation^:  it  l^npt  your  fieedemiffofih  fini  it  isinot 
frtedom  ,fiP69&'  gp<j&  fio^^rsibr  ;jaiitany  lUn^ 
wrohght  in  is,  orby  us;  botoal^P  the  fovereigob 
ly  free  graoe  of  Cjkxl  UkCbnfk,  ^ich^loiiesin  re^ 
moving  the  j^^teft  ofiendesy  m  bcftoMring  the 
chdc^ft  mercies  upon  the  chief  loffinxiets.  ThfMk- 
iore  none  can  Wniiadd,  :«^ 
is  'willing  to  owe  &ivation«» Aergrace  in  GfariAw 
The  greateft  iinnir  may  be  iaved  in  tbi»  wagr  as 
well  as  thftleaft  t  dMW  tejoo  edflb  [widnfiree  gcao^ 

it 
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it  is^hamore  d'^&cult  to  fiHghr^rthfO^'^Word  of  fin- 
nchi^dian  i9-fbrgiiieih&:le»ft  iklner.^  tN^y*  the 
greats  ptvGms  QmlbCf  ais  iixoef  tevij  greyer,  oeed, 
ifii  they  !bave:the  greater  encoui-dgefneotrto^come;, 
in.  regard^. that  G^  ha^.  decisuied^  islaat  xb^defiga 
of  aU  his  dealirigs  with  fmhers>;isabe  glpry  and 
iad^Fimcenberit  of  Us  grace  in  Uidr  i&lvation ;  and 
iharthe  greater  thefins  of  fuch  as,d<):^ply  to  grace 
Sx  ialvattcm  ara^  the  more  is  it>  gtoifieU.     But  be- 
jware^d»£yeiiniii0thecaiiIibgrftQealJi^i9        There 
is  here  great  encouragement  <ta Tu^a^ar^ great 
fidnfa^y  but  none*  to  aoy  co/te  fy,):  Shall  ^.e  fm 
becauie  graoe  abounds^  GiSd ifoot^d.  . . 
.}:  Ca-)  ^twiy'the  cohdc(ccnfioaififltb€icftveiiant  to 
tfajsiilate  of  beiiovecsy  who  carry '^dE>Qat*wlth .them 
<ftiU  abody  of  fin  and  deaths  whSJb  ^y  are  here 
in.  this  houfe  of  .their  pilgrtaage. ,.  Jt  aci:cpts  of 
finGOBre  obedieops^.  it  proyjdes  Jnfli^(){K;s  for  en- 
abling believers  to  perform  it,  it  provide^  ^rdoo 
lbr>^3ings;.  .    -v-j  t>:'-        :  ..j:  a  o  .'.  v*--    '  . 
,    (3.)  Shidy  acguaiitomce*  with, the!  fprings  of 
4luitjcayQi7aQt^psaeQ  wliich  beHavfarSieojQyin  their 
Qira^  ij^itii  GbcL^  Iq  i^  xiot..th9iJLovro  jn^,,  but 
God's  mercy :  it  is  hot  their  own  blamelefhfjfebi? 
^obfficacy  ja£{^niftY%()d  toitakp  ftldy.fpots: 
it isnot  theevcntic&Df 0ur:wiilkiabd ^m freedom 
•Aaai  trips ;  zbut^itrtdifiheiteftia^pfiyicd!  atgpod  con- 
^aaccy,  heariag  urim^,  thalK  k  ^is  lomie^pgiie  to 
^isGaeaod  kfiep^con&iei^ivo^di^ 
Godi^d  n)Liin[^  by  pbadCOOAl  idepen^eoce  oa  Cod 
iri.CMft> 'fiiriiT«ar(^^tarem<^^JfitJi  aild  grMce  to 
bdfiki  time  of  lEiejbdiiv  Ei^issmm.^  r^m^t^^ 
ahttfe  thmgs  :«stU^  juid.ypulwiiiljt^  b^^fo^tsr:^^ 
^:iiUay  of.:y<?u©fta»^.  i  ;wi;:i  va<.  o; 
, ,.  ^LvAcqoaiiu  yoihiavc9.wilfe:.lh^  ^^ 

gcg£%  which .pdifa* dti^ *c«^ifto«h«'. ^^'^^^ 

li     '  .  degree, 
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degre^-,  and  are  to  He  found  in  the  (fc^l  under  all 
its  temptations.  Such  are  tbefe  which  Wc  named 
already,  and  canpot  now  ftand  to  repeat. 
•  5.  ptay  for  the  jnflcicnce  of  that  ^iffir,  which 
Ifearchfcth  the  deep  things  of  God,  arid  /can  let  ill 
fiifch  a' team  of  l^ht  into  the  foul  as  will  clear  to 
jrdu  fully  what  is- ytnlrftate.         •    '-  . 

6.  Once  more,  lilijr,'  watt  upon  the  Lord  In 
the  ufe  of  all  means,  and  then  ye  fh^Uknow  your 
ftat<.  There  is  much  offoverelgnty  in  God's  way 
idr  ^dealing  with  people  about  this  afllirance  now 
fought  after.*  When  he  giveth  quiet ncfsy  who  can 
give  trouhle?  andyohefi  he  hideth  hh  facty  ivhocan 
behold  htm?  Job  XxxiV^.  29.  Therefore  wait  his 
tithe.  •  The  httsbandman  ivaiteth  fir  the  precious 
fruits  of  the  earthy  ^  and  hath  long  patience  for  itf 
until  he  receive  the  early  and  the  latter  rain; 
}im.  V.  7.  Light '  is^Jinun  for  the  righteous f 
Pial. xcvii.  II.  Impatience,  frowardftefi,  floih^ 
and  wearinefe,  are  Indications  of  a  foul  not  in  a 
vfery  good  ftate :  therefore  wait:  for  it  is  good 
that  a  man  fhould  both  hope  and  quietly  wait  for 
thtfalvationofGody  Lam.  iii.  26. 

Thirdly,  We  come  now  to  fpcak  to  fiich,  as 
can  lipbn  iblid  ground 3  fiy,  to  the  praife  of  the 
dory  of  God*s  grace,  that  they  db  belifeve  on  the 
Lord  Je(u$. .  We^had  once  Ibme  defign  to  hold 
forth  your  duty  at  length  from  anbther  fcripture; 
but  this  we  fhall  wave,  at  lead  for  fome  time, 
and  only  at  prelent  beipeak  you  very  fhortly. 

1,  HasGoii  wfongHt  the  work  (Jf  faith  NVith 
power  in  you  ?  then  blels  his  name.  Take  the 
cup  Qf  falvationy  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lordj 
and  <AtT  praiieto  \nmwho  remembred  you  in  your 
low  t/late,  becaufh  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever, 

2.  Walk  hnmbly- With  your  God.     Pretences 
^  A  a  /  to 
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to  fkitb,  Mdithout  bumiliiy,  ^r^  moft  wn.  It  is 
peculiar,  tQ  felth,  to  lay  niaii  low,  tlut  God  ;dojae 
may  be  exalted* , 

3.  Ye  are  by.ftith  iiigifafted  in  Cbrift,  then 
bring  forth  much  fruit  j  for  Jjcr^y  will  he  be  glo- 
vAtd,  and  hereby  will  ye  m^^e  it  appear,  ta  your 
own  (atisfadtiony  and  the  CQnvi£^ion  of  others, 
fbat  ye  ar€  e»ng^a^4  upon  th^t  root  of  JeHe. 

4.  Ye  have  by  faith  acknowleged  Chrifl  your 
be^.  Depend  on  bim  for  inBuences  of  light 
and  ftrength,  that  h&  may  be  all  and  in  aU  to 
you. 

5*  Be  tender  of  his  honour  and  glory.  The 
honour  of  yovir  bldled  lord  and  mafter  fliould  be 
4ear  to  yoa,  and  will  be  fpj  if  ye  be  indeed  his 
fiifciples. 

6,  Pity  thofe  ye  have  left  behind  you  in  black 
pature,  without  Go(i,  and.  without  Ghrijftj  and 
without  bo^  in. the  world. 

7,  JEodeavDur their  f^vation.  Commend  Cbrift 
and  Religion  :tQ  them,  by  yo^r  praftice,  and  by 
your  convprfetion* 

8,  Sympathi^jewitb,  andfeek  tJicgOod  of  God's 
people,  to  thfem  ye  are  joined  in,  (qciety  under  the 
bleiled  med^tQr's  £;ondu£l  and  government^  that 
it  may  thereby  appear  that  ye  are  member?  of  the 
ikme  body,-  of  which  Ghrift  is.tl^e glorious  afl4 
exalted  pmce  and  head.        : 


CON  C  L  us  ION. 


WE  have  now  for  the  lp»?e  of  eight  Lord's 
,  days  laid  before  you,  who  arc  in  a  ftate  of  ^ 
nature,  your  fin,  mifery  and  hazard.    We  have 

for 
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the-rmy of  yoas  eic^>  aa4  ha^v«U4:ge4  yo^-tQ 
bwakc  yotttftivej^  to  it^  ^ 

Nqw  I  fliaU  conclude  aUl  wkb  th^t'quoiUon  <4^ 
t&e  prophet^  ifaw  liii.  i.    ^/^t?  ^ih  iiHeiftd  our 
report F  to  viHom  is  tie  ann-of^L$rdrev€^edF>- 
WbAt  maoy  vhfti  Woman  is  there  i«^  this  G9ngFe- 
gBCionv  that  has  belisTred  our  vcpott,  ii^th^di&o^ 
very  \w  made  citter  of  fia^  or  of  the  i&viour  of 
fifmera^  ar«  there  none  at  all ?  h^ve  wi^^entovq? 
(Irengih.  in  ^iXr  and  laboured  ii%  tii^  fire  I  have^ 
>¥«  caA  die  goiQyel  n6t  ib  often^  and  c^iight  no- 
thhig  I  disil  w«  g^e  this  mdaaeMy  aecount  o£, 
oor.  emiba%  to  yoni  Lard,  :wte  came  to  the  c(^\ 
gregatiom  ofCkteSy  and  di^b^^d  thy  terrors  h^ 
fire  tbehr  eyet;  yet  mw  was  alarmed'.     We  pro*- 
clmmed  a^  Saw^mr,  hat  mne  reaeii^ed  our  repfrt. 
Tbey  wouM  none  of  thee,  hut  rej^f^cd  the  coufjf^f 
cfGodagamft  thsmfeivs^.     Muft  Wf^  \ifith  EB^&bij 
maste  to  inievoede  to  God  againft  y^n  P  if:  we  b^' 
pqc  upon  this^.  ive  }Dm^  a  heavier  cb^ge  agam4r.' 
jpoa  than  be^  bad:  againft  Ifrael.    h^rdi  (^ys  h^^ 
they  have  billkd  thy  praphettSf  and  ^Igg^d  de^v^, 
thine  aitar^y  R-prnu  xi.  2^3.    But  we  p^uft  (wfik 
Lord^  they  have  killed  thy  im^  fejd^ed  thy  gpt. 
pel,  and  mocked,  diy  fervants.. 

Now,  as  for  you  who  have  not  behaved  ourre^ 
port,  I  have  two  thiee  words  to  le?iv«  widi  you. 
(r»),yc  arc  the  plague  of  the  church,  the  burd^JaA  - 
of  the  land,  the  Achan  ia  oar  camp.     No  fia  ba^\ 
Ibgre^t  a  hand  ia  die  Lord's  quaruel,  as  uafe|di<tfi 
(2,)  Ye  are  the  cutidberers  of  the  groqnd ;.  and . 
who  can  tdll  but  God,  who  has  fpared  yoa  long^\ 
and  dung'd  and  digg-d  about  yon-,  msay-  iflu<?lbr.U|, 
that  command.  Cut  it  down^  luhy  cwrihretk  it  t^fti 
ground F  (3.)  The  Lord  be  judge  betwisctyou  and  ' 
_    A  a  2  us. 
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U9.'  "We  have  Earned  yoii,  and  ye  will  not  take 
"Warning :  we  have  offered  Cbrift,  and  ye  have  re- 
ftifed  him.  '  What  will  ye  anfwcr  at  the  bar  of 
God,  when  ye  and  we  ftiall  be  fifted  together,  and 
vVe  fliall  tell,  tord,  we  offered  thee  to  thcfe 
wi^tches;  but  they  would  rtoneofthee.  (4.)  If 
GUr  gofiel  he  hidy  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft ; 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  has  blinded  the  eyes 
.  of  them  that  ielie^je  noty  left  the  light  of  the  glo- 
rious gojpel  of  Jefus  Chriftj '  who  is  the  image  of 
Gxfd^  jbould Jhine  into  them^  2Cor.  iy.  3,  4. 
;  To  you,  ifanyfuch  there  be^  who  have  believ- 
ed our  report,  We  lay  ( i .)  We  Wefs  the  Lord  who 
Ms  given  you  counfel,  and  defire  to  join  in  an  e- 
ternalfbngon  your  behalf,  and  to  bear  a  part  in 
that  bleffed  con&rt,  where  your  (alvation  will 
come,  in  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  the  fong;  (2.) 
\Vhat6ver  God  has  done  for  you,  afcribe  the  glo- 
ry of  it  to  him,  land  to  him  alone;  for  from  the 
kyingthc  corner-ftone,  nay,  from  the  firft  wound 
of  tlie  ground  in  digging  a  place  for  it,  to  the  put- 
ting on  the  cop-{^ne  all  is  hisi  doing,  and  his 
onty.  If  we  have  been  inftrumental,  pray  for  us, 
that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace  at  his  ap- 
peariince,  and  may  be  helped- to  a  faithful  dif- 
charge,  and  a  fucccfefiil  managerdent  of  our  work 
to  the  good  of  fouls.  (3.)  Dearly  beloved  in  our 
Lord,  fince  we  look  for  thefavioury  the  Lord  Jcft^s 
Ghrijl^  from  heaven,  who  fliall  change  our  vile 
bodies  that  they  may  be  fafkioned  like  unto  his'glc- 
nous  bodyy  according  to  the  workings  whereby  he 
is  able  tofubdue  all  things  unto  hip^elf  ftand  faft 
ill  the  Lord:  for  what  is  our  hope,  our  joy,  oor 
cirown,  our  glory,  in  the  day  of  the  Lord?  are 
^oteven  ye,  if  yeftand  faft  in  the  Lord?  prepare 
r.'  •  for 
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for  fiifferings.  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  rauft  travel  through  hardftiips  and  difficul- 
ties. It  is  the  charafter  of  the  glorified  feints; 
they  are  a  people  come  out  of  great  tribulation^ 
ivho  have  wajhed  their  garments  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb.  IfrepsLrc,  ftand  faft;  and  he  who  is  a- 
ble  (hdll  prejent  you  faultlejs  before' the  prejence 
fif  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy.    Jude  ver.  24. 

To  vir^  be  glory  in  all  the  churches.    Amen, 
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C  li  R I S  TI A  N'S  D 1/  T,y». 

.        ■  ■.•.,.; 

W  I  T  H  ■■'    ■  ••  I 

Relpea   to   both    Pergonal    and 
.Family  Religio». 

PART   m.  • 

Jolh.  xxiv.  ly.  \Aftdifhfieme^iluHtoyou 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  thufi  yt  this  day  whom 
yc  wilt  feroe^  whethir  ^he  gods  which  pur 
fathers  feroed  that  were  on  the  other  Jtde  of 
the  flood,  or  the  ,  gods  of  the  ^morites  in 
whofe  land  ye  dwell:  but  as  fat  me  ^animy 
houfe,  wewillfervitheLordi  ' 

THIS  verfe  1^  ft  part  of  the  Iftft  dficour^ 
•  trhferewith  Jofhuli  the  ftmed  captain  ge- 
n€ral  of  l(rae^ei;iterta}i«ed  (haot  people  at 
Sheehaa,  ■v^hifhel'he  tad  called  them  together, 
that  he  might  (peak  bis:  mifid  to  them  before  )il6 
death,  «9  w«  mijr  iHiderftand  ftom  tb^  b^niiing 
of  this  chapter. 

And  in  this  ftrewfel  difeottrfe,  he  fitft  refnkidft 

thtf  m  of  the  bUfnblinfg  ftory  of  their  fbrcfiithers  1- 

dolatty,  before  the  Lord  tailed  thern^   in  the  a 

verie;  and  tiience  to  the  14  verfe^  he  entertaini 

A  a  4  tbem 
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them  with  a  fliort  rehearlal  of  the  Lord's  remark- 
able kindneft  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  provi- 
dence to  Abraham,  ;^nd^taiiis  feed,  for  near  the 
fpace  of  five  hundred  years  ;  that  is,  from  the 
time  of  Abra}aam!s^being  qalled,  to  the^prefent 
time,  Wheptih  his'  (ced  were  p6t  in  tlie  -peccable 
poileiHon  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  according  to  the 
promife  made  to  Abraham/  After  this,  in  the 
14th  verfe,  he  infers,  from  the  whole,  a  ferious 
exhortation  ,tpi  ierve  fhe  f-ordi  of  wbo<€l  good* 
nefs  they  and  their  fathers  had  fo  ample  proofs, 
and  to  abariSon  thdfe  idoM  ^3idhi  their  fathers 
(erved  on  the  other  fide  the  flood,  the  river  Eu- 
,  phrates,  and  in  fieypt. 

And  in  the  w^rds  We  have  read,  he  prefles  this, 
exhortation, 

V    I.  By  anargufnentf    Atid>   .    :  . 

'    a.  Bya  declaration  of  his  o^^.  refblu^on. . 

The  argument  lies  in  tHe  fij-ft  part  of  theverfe, 
rAnd  if  it  feerh  evil y  ttc.  . 

For  opening  it  we  are, 
'    I .  To  lee  ^hat  the  argument  i^.  \^ . 

1.  How  it  is  exprefled, 

3.  Why  it  is  fb  exprefled;  ^ 

As  for  the  argument,  it  is  fliortly  this  :  If  while 
I  exhort  you  xp  ferve  the  Lpr'd,  and  labanion 
i!lrange  gods,.  I  prc(^.yoii:to[no:t;b};ig  but  wh^  is 
evidently  y^jiur !.i4»t^feft  -^n  ^^§i)'|ap  yoqr  duty,  men 
furely  ypu. Qitght  cheanfuUy ^tid  of cMceto com- 
ply ; .  but.  fo  it. is  (jlearly  ;  forj  ;What  can  b^imore 
evidently  for  yoor  good,  fh^^a  to  i^bandon .  idols, 
which  your  fathers  found  it  their  intereft  to  leave, 
^nd  whiQh  wel-e  not  able  Jo  driver  you,  from 
your  flavery  in  Egypt;  and  idols  whiclji  were  not 
jible  to  defeod  their  wor/hip5pei:s.againft  you,  and 
io  cleave. to  that  God  of  whole  goodneft  ye  have 
...  «  had 
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\\\\A  large  proofs,  and  your  fathers  alfo  for  a  long 
txzSX  of  tirpC;?     This  is  the  argument. 

Next.  We  are  to  look  how  it  is  exprefled ;  and 
we  finij  that  it  is  propofed, 

1.  By  laying  down  a  luppofition,  If  it  feem 
€Vilf  etc. 

2.  Py  a  (brt  of  conccflton  upon  that  fuppofip* 
on,   Chufi  ye  this  day^  etc. 

/Vr/?,  We  fay  he  makes  a  luppofition,  If  it  feem 
^il  unto  youy  etc.  that  is,  if  after  all  that  ye  have, 
heard  and  feen  of  the  vanity  of  idols,  an^  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Lord's  feryice,  ye  can  find  juft 
reafon  to  think  it  for  your  hurt,  I  am  not  to  hin- 
der you  from  chufing  where  ye  may  do  better^ 
Kow,  this.fuppofitjon  imports  the  evident  abfor: 
dity  of  the  thing  fuppofed,  as  much  as  if  he  had 
iaid,  If  ye  (erioqfly  confider  things,  it  cannot  but 
feem  juft,  reafohable,  and  for  your  intereft,  to 
fervc  the  Lord. 

Secondly^  We  have,/  as  it  were,  a  concefBon, 
Chufe  ye  this  day  ivhotn  ye  nvillferve ;  that  is,  if 
there  be  any  with  whom  ye  may  be  better,  look 
out  for  them,  and  ferve  them :  and  this,  as  the 
luppofition,  implies  alfo  a  ftrong  infimiation  of 
the  abfijfdity  of  that  which  ieems  allowed,  as 
much  as  if  he  had. (kid,  'Tis  clear  as;  the  fon,.  if 
ye  l^ave  the  Lord  ye  can  no,  where  be  fo  well ; 
^nd  therefore  were  ye  left  to  your  choice,  and 
did  cjioofe  wel),  ye  muft  ferye  God  :  reafon  and 
intereft  bind. you  to  it. 

That  which  we  are  now  to  confider  is,  why 
this  form.pf  expreffion  is  uled  ;  why  is  .one  thhvg 
in  appearance  faid,  and  the  contrary  meant  ?  He 
fuppofes  that  it  may^feem  evil  to  ferve  the  Lord, 
when  he  intends  it  highly  abfurd  that  it  (liould  dip 
fo :  he  refers  it  to  tbem  to  chooie  another,  when  " 

^  ,     he 
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he  meHAS  that  it  i$  fo^IUh  to  thitik  of  (bch  a  thing. 
For  anfwer ;  Thi$  Way  «f  exprcfling  it  gives  the 
trgument  ftveral  advjirrtagej. 

I .  It  clearly  propoie3  a  very  adv^ntagiousand 
^g^g'^g  diftovefjrofOpd,  as  one  that  in  the 
propofal  of  duty  has  liich  a  regard  to  man's  ad* 
vantage,  that  he  would  bid  hhn  do  ncHhing  but 
\vhat  is  for  his  intereft  *  as  if  he  had  (aid,^  If  thil 
vf&ct  not  for  your  good,  and  what  may  evidently 
Appear  to  be  (b,  I  would  not  prcfi  it  upon  yoo^ 
Again, 

4.  This  expreffion  ftts  in  a  clearer  light  th^ 
abftrdlty-of  that  which  he  diflbades  from.  Had  he 
prcfTed  them  only  by  a  plain  propo(aI  of  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Lord's  fervice,  they  might  have  heard 
this  Without  a  due  impreffion  of  the  evil  of  the 
contrary  courle ;  but  now  they  cannot  mife.  to 
look  how  hateful  it  is,  when  it  is,  as  it  were,  pro* 
pofed'to  them  to  coniSder  and  choofe. 

3.  Thus,  by,propofing  what  at  prcfent  muft 
appear  deteftable,  it  not  only  obliges  thjem  to  ait 
acceptance  of  God's  fervice,  but  to  a  plain  and 
fiiitable  declaration  of  their  abhorrence  of  the  fer- 
vice of  idols.  This  efFeft  we  fee  it  had  upoti 
thcrd.  For  they  uftier  in  their  anfwer  with  a  God 
forbidy  which  exprcflfeth  a  defeftatioft  of  the  way 
refufed. 

4.-  This  ferves  to  infinuate  a  fuft)icidn  of  them, 
which  might  oblige  them  to  declare  themfelvea 
with  more  plainnefs,  and  with  more  vehemency 
and  concern  ;  which  might  be  a  {landing  witnefi 
^gainft  them  and  their  pofterity,  when  ftraying 
from  God.  l^ow,  haviog  opened  this  argument, 
.we  fhall  next  offer  ^  few  obiervatlons  from  it,  and 
lb  go  on  to  the  next  part  pf  the  verfe,  which  is 
the  thing  we  defign  to  infift  on* 

And 
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And  of  many  obfervations  we  only  crffer  the 
few  following. 

I.  Every  man  is  obliged  to  ferve  feme  god*^ 
ThU  the  argument  not  only  fuppofe^,  ^ut  infinu* 
atcs  w  a  thing  ridiculous  or  fo  abfurd,  that  it  15 
not  to  be  fiippofed  that  any  rational  m^n  can  be^ 
guilty  of  rejefting  all  gods :  ihey  muft  ferve  God 
or  idols. 

1.  The  Lord  binds  no  man  to  any  thing  but 
what  is  for  his  good,  and  what  may,  and  will,  up- 
on due  tbnfideratioh,  appear  to  be  for  it. ,     ^ 

3.  The  Lord  will  havx*  (uch  as  ferve  him,  to 
do  it  upon  a  rational  ^onvlftion  of  the  advantage 
of  his  fenfiee ;  and  therefore  fays,  Ifitfi^rfi  evil 
ttnfd  youy  g^  'white  you  may  Tfo  better, 
-  4.  The  Lord  fears  not  the  Iflue  of  a  ftlr  deli- 
beration, and  the  ferious  conftderation  and  com- . 
parifon,  both  of  what  may  be  (aid  for  him,  an<t 
againft  him?  and  therefore  he  bids  them  look 
if  they  eould,  upon  a  due  confideration,  prefer 
idols  to  Wm. 

5.  Such  as  look  well  to  idols,  will  foon  fee  thri 
felly  of  them,  ^is  but  look  to  them  and  ye  muft 
abhpr  them. 

6.  To  be  ftttsfied  who  is  to  be  preferred,  God 
of  idtils,  requires  no  long  tinie  to  deliberate ;  *tis 
but  look  and  ye  fhall  befatisfied.  Chtfdfe  y€^  fhh 
Aty.  Ye  may  be  dear  on  the  point,  (ays  he,  this 
very  moment  before  ye  leave  rtie  ipot. 

Thus  far  have  we  confiderec^  the  argument. 
We  hJtve  next  Jofhua's  own  refolution  ;  but  ai 
fir  me,  and  my  houfiy  tve  vjiUjirve  the  Ldrd. 

This  Being  that  which  we  Had  the  principal 
regard  to  in  the  choice  of  this  text,  we  fliall  mora 
particularly  notice  every  thing  in  it.     And, 

Firfty  We  have  the  thing  refolvcd  upon,  and 

that 
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,  that  is  the  Lord's  fervice.  Service,  though  it  be 
fometimes  more  ftriftly  taken  in  the  (cripturey  yet 
here  is,  no  doubt|  to  be  taken  in  its  full  latimde, 
for  the  whole  of  that  obedience  that  the  Lord  Je- 
hoyahy  who  has  the  only  indifputable  dtle  to  our 
obedience,  requires.  He  is  our  Lord,  and  we 
are  univcrlally  in,  all  things,  in  all  relpefts  fub- 
jeft  to  him ;  and  therefore  obliged,  in  all  things, 
to  lerve  him  to  whom  we  are  accountable.  Whence 
by  the  by  obferve, 

1.  God  has  ^i  unqueftionable  title  to  man's 
obedience  ;  he  is  the  Lor 4^  in  a  way  of  eminence, 

,  to  whom  obedience  is  due  from  all. 

2.  There  is  fomething  engaging  in  God's  fer- 
vice, fiifficient,  when  knawn^  to  engage  man  to 
make  it  his  choice,  notwithftanding  that  ftrong 
inclination  he  has  to  command,  and  that  eager 
defire  he  has  of  liberty. 

Secondly y  We  have  in  the  words  the  refoludon 
itfelf,  'we  will.  There  is  no  conftraint  in  it.  'Tis 
our  choice  :  not  only  do  we  look  upon  it  as  duty, 
that  which  .we  are  bound  to  do ;  but  We  look  on 
h  as  our  privilege^  and  our  wiU  is  (et  ppon  it  as 
good.     Whence  we  may  again  note, 

r.  People  (hould  ferve  the  Lord  willingly ; 
this  is  a  binding  example,  one  approved  of  God, 
and  propofed  to  our  imitation. 

2.  Such  as  know  the  Lord's  (ervice,  will  make 
it  their  choice.  , 

Thirdly  J  We  have  the  perfon  by  whom  the  re- 
iblution  is  taken,  Jofhua,  an  old  man,  who  had 
followed  God  through  a  wildernefs,  and  many 
trials;  and  Jofhua,  a  great  man,  agreargeneral. 
Here  it  may  be  remarked, 

I .  That  a  long  trial  of  God's  lervice,  even  when 
attended  with  no  fmall  outward  di&dvantages, 

wiU 
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will  not  make  any  forgoc  it,  but  rather*  engage 
them  to  it. 

2.  It  derogates  nothing  fiom  the  charafter  of 
the  greateft  to  ferve  the  Lard. 

3.  As  the  head  of  the  family  may  prevail  much 
upon  thofe  in  the  femily,  fo  his  whole  intereft  in 
them,  and  influence  on  them,  whether  children 
or  fervants,  ought  to  be  imployed,  in  order  to 
engage  them  to  ferve  the  Lord. 

Fourthly y  We  have,  in  the  word5,  the  firmneft 
of  the  refolution  infinuated,  partly  in  the  declara- 
tion of  it,  and  partly  in  the  adverlative  particle 
but :  But  as  for.  mey  and  my  houje^  ive  wtli  ferve 
the  Lord.  But  as  for  me :  this  form  of  expreP 
fing  it  feems  to  import  thefe  thriee  things. 

1.  That  he  himfelf . had  confidered  the  matter, 
fcrioufly. 

2.  That  he  was  come  to  a  firm  refblution. 

3.  That  whatever  way  their  choice  ftiould  fall, 
it  would  have  no  influence  upon  him,  to  alter 
him.     Whence  obferve, 

(i.)  Acquaintance  with  God  fixes  people  im- 
•  moveably  in  his  way. 

(2.)  Such  as  do  in  earnefl  engage  in  God's  way, 
from  their  own  acquair^t^nce  with'  it,  ^  ill  not  dc-* 
pend  upon  others  in  their  refblutions. 

fifthly y  In  the  words  we  have  the  fsxtent  of 
his  refblution  :  As  for  me  and  my  houfe :  which 
imports,  we  conceive, 

1.  A  defire  of  the  people's  engaging  to  do  fo, 
and  is  as  much  as  if  he  had  faid,   I  would  have 
you  pefblve  upon  it }  and  were  ye  as  much  under , 
my  influence  as  my  holilc  is,  I  would  ufe  my  ut* 
moft  intereft  to  perfuade  yon. 

2.  A  direft  declaration  oFhisown  refblution  Uy 
keep  firm  ta  God's  fcryice, 
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3.  An  engagement  to  tmpny?e  bU  utmoft  m< 
tereft,  whether  by  authority,  perfiiafioo,  olr  ex- 
ampde^  to  engage  aU  hhs  a\irh  femily  tolbliow  the 
Lord  ;  as  if  he  had  faid.  If  I  caancrt  prevail  with 
all  whom  I  would  hiNre  engaged  in  the  fer^ice  of 
God,  yet  I  fhiall  want  none  <rf  thofe  whom  I  iwqr 
hnsve  any  inflnencecm.    Whence  ohferve, 

(i,)  Road  religion  y^iU  make  men  carc^  that 
they  themfelves  ferve.  ehe  Lord."  ^ 

(2.)  It  will  iMDC  reft  there,  but  will  kad  us  to 
do  our  utmoft  for  engaging  otbew. 

Sixthly,,  We  have  in  the  wards^  the  ordar;  he 
firft  (peaks  of 'himfelf,  and^  then  his  family  ? 
"Whence  we  may  oote, 

1 .  Trii«  religion  looks  iirft  Inwaird  to  a  man's 
felf. 

2.  Where  a  man  is  right  engaged  hitnjfeif>  hi 
will  .ufc  his  uttnofl:  endrdvonrs  to  have  bis  6niily 
engaged  alfo  in  the  fervii:e  of  God. 

Now;  the  defign^  of  this  refolutwQ,  we  BJay 
from  the  whole  fee,  is  to  Lnfiwce  ttat  doty  exhort- 
edto  in  .die  fijrmer  verfe,  and  it  has  a  conCder- 
^ble  influence  this  way. 

1.  In  thatr  lit  fpeoka  the  thoughts  of  a  ws(^  smn 
ta  favour  the  way  q£  God. 

2.  ItconUin9tiatfthDughitsofttdymgwifeni«ii 
in  fiivonrs  of  God's  fcrvice  ;  and  firaelly  of  ctfic 
that  they  flood  under  many  ties  to  h^ve  a  (pecial 
regard  to. 

We  deCgn  nc*  to  dtfcourleall  thefe  tmtha ;  we 
jfhall  therefore  t%k«  up  the  iim  of  this  leibkttiba 
jn  three  truths,  whick,  if  the  Lord  will^.  we  df 
(ign  at  fame  length  to  iniift  on. 

Doft.  I.  Such  at  engage  in  the  fcrvice  ^  Gadj 
ought  to  do  it  deliberately ^refalutsfyy  wilUffgfy' 
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DoA.  2.  True  religion  begins  at  home :  or,  a 
man  mufi  be  htmfelf  a  forvani  ofQoi,  before  he 
can  engage  others  fright* 

Doft.  3.,  Where  a  man  is  Inmfelf  engaged  in 
the  lard's  fervieey  he  wll  endeavour  to  haite  his. 
fan^  engaged  4ilfo^ 

TJ*e  rUe  of  thofe  truths  frpiu  the  words,  we 
(ball '  not  infift  upon,  bec^ule  it  is  fUfficiently 
dear  from  what  has  already  beeu  iaid  io  opeiv- 
ing  therp. 

We  ihaU  now  begin  with  the  firft  of  them : 

Tboit  fhch  as  engage  in  thefervice  of  the  Lord, 
ought  toferve  Um  r^Itttefy,  deliberately^  andwil^ 
rmgfy. 

That  we  o^ght  to.ferve  the  Locd^  inwmer- 
abk  icriptur^  precepts  requir^^  and  even  the  light 
of  oature  t^ifies. 

And  that  we  iboold  do  it  deliberately  and  v^fo- 
lutcly,  our  Lord,  in  the  parable  of  the  foglifl^ 
builder,  who\ount&  not  th^coft,  X^ul^exiv.  28. 
pJlaioly  enough  teacheth. 

Nor  is  it.  led  plain,,  that  wiUii]kgne&  is  reqc^ed 
in  order  tp  acceptance^  fince  u  aelcrves  not  the 
nanie  of  (ervice  that  is  cooftrained.  Where  the- 
will  Lsr wiling,  nothing  can  be  accepted;  and 
where  thi$  i^,  ^any  imperfe^ons  will  not  bindef 
acceptwice,  z  Cor.  viii.  1 2.  Foe  if  tbeire  be  firA  ' 
a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a 
man  bath^  ancl  not  according  to  that  be  hath  not, 

fiut^  that  Vfe  may  further  clear  th^  truth,  we 
fliall, 

I.  Shew  you  what  it  is  to  ferve  the  Ijord. 

II.  Shew  what  it  is  to  dp  it  deiiberatc^Iy,  reiq- 
lutelyj  and  willingly. 

III.  We- 
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III.  We  (hall  enquire  why  we  are  obliged  to 
ferve  the  Lord  wiUingly,  deliberately,  relblutely. 

IV.  In  an(wer  to  a»  objeftion  that  may  be 
moved  from  thedo6lrine  of  faith  in  Chrift,  as  we 
have  formerly  preached  it,  We  (hall  endeavour  to 
flicw  what  place  there  is  for  (uch  (ervice  in  the 
fecoYid  covenant,  and  what  neceflity  of  it  even  to 
believers.  i 

I.  We  are  to  begin  with^  the  firft  of  thole : 
and,  that  we  may  open  unto  you  this  head,  wc 
(l^all  comprize  that  account  we  ate  to  ofier  of  the 
Lord's  (ervice,  in  a  few  remarks.     And, 

I.  Though,  by  the  (ervice  of  God,  the  (cripturc 
means  many  things,  and  u(es  the  expre(fion  in  (e- 
veral  (en(es,  yet  there  are  three  things  principally 
and  mainly  called  the  (ervice  of  God  in  the  word. 
,  ( I .)  There  is  the  (blemn  (fervice  of  God  in  the 
duties  of  his  worfhip  :  ft)  we  may  underftand  our 
Lord's  words  to  the  tempter,  Matth,  iv.  lo.  Thou 
Jhalt  tvorpjip  the  tor d  thy  Gody  and  hifnonly/hait 
thou  firve, 

<2.)  There  is  the  ordinary  (ervice  of  God,  in 
the  cour(e  of  our  walk  with  him :  of  this  it  is  the 
apoftle  (p^aks,  Hcb.  xii.  28.  Let  us  (fave grace  to 
ferve  ihe  Lord  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  And, 

.(3.)  There  is  the  extraordinary  (ervice  of  God, 
in  (ome  notable  duties,  called  for  of  (bme  per- 
ions,  in  fomff.fpecial  (ea(bns;  and  from  their  com- 
pliance with  thole  dudes,  they  are  called  the  (cr- 
vants  of  the  Lord  r  and  thus  Mofes,  Rev.  xv.  3. 
is  called  the  (ervant  of  God,  in  a  way  of  eminency. 
They  who  got  the  viftory  are  (aid  to /ing  thefong 
pf  Mofes  thefervant  of  the  Lord^  and  thcfongof 
the  Lamb.  And  all  thefe  three  fignifications  are 
here  intended,  at  lea(l  none  of  them  can  be  fe- 
cluded.     We  muft  (erve  the  Lord  in  the  duties  of 

his 
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ht«wor(hip,  in  the  wjiok  courft  of  our  walk,  en- 
deavouring to  do  alwayHf  rbe  things  that  pleafe 
him;  and  when  called  to  extraoidinary  duties^ 
•wc  muft  not  decline  tthem. 

»  a.  There  are  three  things  recjulfitc  to  fit  a  man 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  can 
juftly  challenge  *hdt  name.  Men  are  not  natu- 
rally fit  for  the  Lord's  fervice ;  and  they  fer  mi-  . 
fblkeit,  who  thinjk  that  they  may,  juft  when  they 
pleafe,  put  to  their  hand  to  the  Lord's  work,  and 
do  It  right.  Nay,  before  ever  we  can  do  any 
thing  that  God  wiU  own  as  fervice,  we  muft, 

(i.)  Give  up  with  our  old  matters.  We  are. 
atl  by-  nature  the  (ervants  of  (atan  and  fin  :  For 
their  fervdnis  w^  are-  ?a  whom  we  ob^y^  whether 
cfjm  4inta  deathf  or  of  obedience  unto  righteotif* 
«^,Hom.  vi.  16.  And  no  left  lure  it  is,  that 
we  'all  naturally  (erve  and  obey  divers  Idfts: 
but>now  we  muft  renounce  thefe  before  we  (erve 
the^ord ;» for  weareaflured  that  there  is  no  ferv- 
ing.two  matters.  [  The  Lord  will  not  hdf  it  with 
fin,  Mi^uM.  JL4.  No  man  can  ferve  twomafters  .\ 
for  either  he  will  hate  the  one^  and  love  the  other: 
or  elfe  he  wilt  hold  to  the  one,  and  dejpife  the  0* 
ther  :  y^  amnot  ferve  God  and  Mammon.  And, ' 
I-affiire  you,  this  is  ho  eafy  matter  to  getafmner 
and  his  old  matter  fairly  parted  ;  no  le($  than  the 
mighty  power  of  God  can  do  it.  Sometime  there 
may  beoutcafts,  but  matters  are  quickly  made  qp  - 
betwixt  them,  and  all  agreed  again,  until  God 
himfetf-efieftualiy  perfuade  to  a  (epararion.- 

'  (z.)  Th^J'c  n^^ft  be  a  fair  engaging  to  Chrift 
asiour  mafter.  We  muft  accept  of  him  far  our 
Lord.  A  mafter  will,  not  allow  one  to  come  in 
and  put  to  his  hand  to  his  (ervice,  uniefs  he  firft 
cover^ant  and  engage  to  own  him  for  his  Lord  ; 
Bb  and 
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and  .thisT  IS  no  ^^  matter,  tobri(tgafioner,  who 
is  naturally  aD  enemy,  to  cpmf  this  length,.  To 
call  .thrift*  i/Ord,  is  fomething  moixe,  than  to  rjcr 
folve,  under  a  conviftiotn,  ta. live  better,  and 
forve  th6  ]U>rd;  nay,  'tis  (pme^vb^t  mori;  th^, 
under  iome  work  on  the  affeO^lons*, ,  tk>  .go  to  a  - 
corner,  and .  m'ake  or  write  ^  iperfboal  covenant* 
I  fear,  peribniatf. covenanting,  however  go*4  and 
juAiiiabk  initlelf,  yet  is  far  miAaken,  and  much 
abufed  by  fbmie>  while  it  is  made  a  ground  of  hope 
by  fome  who  never  underllopd  whfit,  oonverfion . 
meant,  neVer  were  humbled,  and  ^en  off  their 
own  bottom,  and  engaged  to-  tho  Lor4  by.  the 
power  of.  his  grace,  .  If  any  rijaa  think  .tb^s, aft 
eafy  matter,  to  call  Chrift,'Lqird>.,he  has  n"e«er 
yet  done  it  to  purp^fe.  I  am  (oxt  the  gpeata* 
poftle  thought  it  no  eafy  matter,  but  a  thing  (b 
la!-  above  the:  line  of  nature,  that  the  work  of  tbe 
Holy  Ghoft  i$  required  to  bring  u$  :to  it,  i  C<»r. 
xix:  3.  Where fo^re  I  give,  you  t&jmdtrfiafidf  that 
no  maHf  Jpetitkiftg  fy  the  Spirit  of  Q^d^  calleth  Je* 
fys  accurfedj  arid  that  no  man  c^fifiy  th^t  ^ejus 
is  the  Lordy  but  b;^  the  Holy  Ghoft.  • 

(3,)  Before  any  can  lerve  God.,  he  muft  have 
a  heart  fuited  to  the  work.  The  carnal  mind,  is- 
not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God,  but  oppofite  tac- 
vtfiy  duty.  Before  the  fruit  be  good,  the  tt^ 
muil  be  good.  It  is  one  of  th^.  many  mad  at- 
teippt^  that*a  decdtfiil  heart  a«d,deccufiil  d«yil 
put  people  upon,  under  conviftions,  to  fervc  the 
Lord  in  aewnefs  of  life,  with  oid  hearts :  bun  they 
who  have  learned  of  Ghrift,  Mattli.  vii.  17.  that 
the  tree  mull  fir.ft  be  made  good,  before  the  fruit 
can  be  fo.  Mill  know  other  things..  Firft,  we 
nvuft  be  created  in  Chrift,  and  then  wc  may  walk 
in  good  works,  £ph.  li.  xo.     Now^  not  one  piece 

of 
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,  ^rffcrVioclhnV is «cceptaWec*aahy perform*,  witb*i 
omr  thefc  ^hree  pnsreqaiOtes.  ^  v* 

.  3.  That  yc  im^  und^Tftand  'what  it  is  to  (ei*ve 
ti^  Lojclji  Ave  livaH  'offer  yoi»  thif  remark,  that  Hewi 
fore  any  piece  .of  wprk,  perfornted-by  lis,  can  ^ft* 
ly  rflsUengc  this  honourable  ntamfc  ^  ftrvice  done 
t<)the  Lord,  it  nii>ft  have  iheie^fiK^qualificatioi^SL^: 
(1)  Itm«ft  bc'a-thlTig'cOmmauwJed,  othervH&r 
Uk  firming  our /Qf^aal  fancy,  and  nor  the 'Lo^d/ 
The  mifter's  precept  ia  the  mei?fare  of  thfe  Ar*^ 
Matit*s <>bediencev  .  WVe  never  iihd  the  Lortl  ap* 
.pwJvIng  any  for  doit^  Nwhat  he  dkf  riiptf  command 

>4hjeni;  nay,  'Wi  find' him,  even  when  lie  has  fi^t-*^  . 
ElM  things,  rather  challenging' the  ^<iers>  becatife' 
thiy  did  ^^tlie  ^>rnnianded  nOt,  45i^n  btcawlfe- 
tbfey  did  ^hatbfeforbade,^  l^r.-trA^J^n^Theyhat^' 
Built. the  high  plates  'of  Tdpheti  Ai^htc^'  t^  in  fhti 
tfaiky.  isftie/Sk  cfJfimt&m,  to  iuhn  tMrJons  apkP 
tkSir  daughters  in\ihefire;  wHch  f  cofnmandl^d^ 
tisrtH  not,  neither  canie  it  intd  my  hekrf.    And-tti^ 
the  ftm^  ptir|>o(e-'i«  chap,  xbt.  5;.  1^  f'^fttk-^ 
thij Jut ypur  iand:? .  will' one- day ib6  thfe  WW-> 
tftHinadnt  of  iucb  fervices  as'ar©«dDfte  ^lthouV«i? 
command*    Atad  there  is  one  command  H:hat  pnt^ 
them  all  to  the  dufer,^  Dear,  xii.  32//^^/'  thing 
foever  I  command  youj  ohferve' to  do  it ;  thou^Jbim 
notaddjieret^^im'diminlJhff'Tmii.   '    \      '- 
(a.)  Thene  mnft  bea  regard  had-  lo  the  autho- 
rity of  the  comniand  in  the  doing.    If'm^n -fhailV 
upon  iiniflrous  motives,  as  very  oft  they  hiay,  do 
tli^  Ihings  th^t.are  commanded,  Gbd  will  hot' 
recJcon  this  for  &rvice  done  to  him  :   men,  tbaft 
<3in'not  pry  into  the  hearts  of  the  doers,  may,  but 
fij<h  deceits  take  not. with  God.     It  is  not  obedi-' 
ence,   that  is  not  done  becauie  Commanded.'    It 
i^-ftequeatly  repeated  intheeroftion  of  the  taber- 
B  b  2  i^aclr 
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nacle,  that  every  thing  \iras  done  at  the  Lord  cent- 
manded  Mofes^  Exod.xvi.  34.  and3txxiv/4y  etc* 
and  that  to  intirdatey  that  Moies,  in  every  iico, 
had  his  eye  upon  the  command  ;  and  fb  (hould 
vft  in  every  thing  eye  the  command. 

/  (3O  Every  duty,  that  it  may  be  fervice  to  God, 
muft  be  done  in  the  name  of  Ghrift.  God  mill 
accept  of  no  (ervice  but  vhat  is  ofl^d  on  this 
altar,  Co),  iii.  17.  Jndvjbatfoever yedolnvjord 
or  tn  deedy  do  all  in  the  name  ef  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
giving  thanks  to  Cod  and  the  Father  by  him.  In 
the  name  of  jefbs;  is,  i.  By  the  command  of  Je- 
fu8,  Matth.  xviit,  20.  Nothings  I  am  (ure,  can 
b^  done  \x\  bis  natoe,  that  has  not  the  warrant  of 
his  command,  a.?  In  the  nar#  of  Ghrift,  is  in: 
the  ftrength  received  from  Ghrift,  Luke  a.  17* 
It- was  the  iiame  of  Ghrift,  that  isj^  the  power  of 
Chrift,  that  cured  the  lame  man,  Afts  iv.  10.  and 
it  muft  be  this  that  muft  enable  us  ro  duty.  3.  Iii 
the  name  of  Ghrift^  is,  in  a  dependence  upon  him 
i^  the  acceptance  of  our  (ervice ;  ibr  all  our  &* 
CTfikes  muft  be  tftered.upon  dns  ahar,  which 
f^nAtfiech  the  gifts  that  are  pot  on  it.  4.  In  the 
name  of  Chrift,  is  to  the  glory  ofChrift.  Nor 
will  any  lervicc  be  accepted,  that  runs  not  in  this 
(^(inneL 

(4.)  Every  piece  of  fervicc,  that  God  will  own 
as  (uch,  muft  be  done  in  &ith  :  Ibr,  without 
faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  Cod ;  for  whatever 
V  not  of  faith f  is /tn.'  Now,  fiiith  looks  at  the 
promife  as  its  only  fecurity,  both  ^for  through- 
bearing,  acceptance,  and  reward. 

(5.)  Service  muft  be  done  in  the  manner  that 
is  required.     It  is  not  enough  that  the  thing  be 
done,    bur  it  muft  be  dope  in  the  manner  com- 
manded ;  for  even  this  comes  in  a$  a  part  of  the 
'  t:om- 
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<x>tnmand,  P^.  cxix.  4.  Thou  haft  camnmndei 
us  to  keep  thy  precepts  diligently^ 

(6.)  Service  muft  be  done  in  the  proper  time. 
God  has  fill'd  up  our  time  with  work,  and  every 
duty  has  it^s  own  time,  and  we  muft  do  every 
thing  in  itsieaibn»  Every  tbuig  is  beautiful  in 
Msfeafon :  and.  To- Jay  if  ye  vnll  Mar  his  voice. 
If  the  command  be  to-'day^  obedience  to-morrow 
will  not  anfwer  it.  If  any  of  theie  be  wanting, 
then  God  will  own  noduty  a9iervice  done  to  Urn. 

4.  To  add  no  more,  we  cd&r  this  one  remark 
more^  for  clearing  what  is  meant  by  the  Lord's 
(ervice,  and  that  is,  that  one  nuty  be  called  a  &r- 
vant  pf  the  I>ord,  or  claim  this  title,  it4s  not  ^* 
•DQugh  to  do  Ibmc  ode  piece  of  commanded  duty ; 
nay,  nor  is  it  enough  to  multiply  duties  t  but, 

(k)  There  muft  be  an  equal  rolpefl  unto  all 
God's  commands,  Tkett  fiaU  I  notie  ajhamed 
Aif^ben  I  have  ref^H  unto  all  thy.  commands  ^  (ays 
the  plalmift,  Piah.  cxi^.  6.  The  heart  muA  be 
reconciled  to  all,  and  count  them  to  be  right 
{concerning  all  tMngs. 

(a.)  There  muft  be  a  fixt  benfail  of  will  to- 
m^ds  a, compliance  with  them  all.  A  fervent 
muil  have  it  to  fay  with  the  apoftle,  Heb.  xiii.  i3. 
that  he  b  in  all  thingi  willing  to  live  hone/ffy.  And, 

<3.)  There  muft  be  a  conflant  and  permanent 
endeavour  to  comply  ^^th  them.  We  muftyfcw 
fhefameditigenceto  the  full  affurance  of  hope  un- 
to the  end^  Heb.  vi.  1 1.  And  (urely,  if  thele  ifew 
things  were  duly  veighed,  moft  who  have  hither- 
to, look'd  upon  themielves  as  good  iervants,  would 
hegin  to  be  jealous  of  themfelves,  as  miftaken  in 
this  matter. 

II.  We  are  next  to  (hew  you  what  this  delibe- 

ration,  re(blutibn,  and  willingnefs  \%^  which  ought 

Bb  3  to 

Digitized  by  V^OO^lC 


59»       '  'T'Si'Cirip(ifi's*'7>uiy.      t^Vf ift. 

td>afiC(>mpany  Art^ehgagcHttiit  ki  tlie  Wtfs  fe. 
vice.     As  for -the  '    -    .  •• 

.  :i>Vy¥  df 'th<m/  <teriberatioi«,  we  ftaJl  crp^  Its 

rature  in  the  few  ililkwtng  obfervattons,  m  asfer 

as  it  r«(^eftB  oup  prefetit.pur^ofe.    That  whaf'Ak 

>4d  in  mfttteps  of  gVcat  md^nent,  ^ught  t6  ht  done 

deliberately,  W  v;4iat  nOrttI  will  deny  ;  ^ndtkeri- 

fare  hone  can  <^i«rfkioa  the  n^/fity  of  «fting  d^- 

.lihcrately,  whettAve-cngage^ouritlVeS  "«>  ttefeJvicc 

,of  God.    Only  fome  ttiay  to  At  ^  ftand  cofit^ern- 

.  .ic%'the.:fneatiing^i«>  'whidl'^x^  QiaU  dn^eaVour 

tbopen.       .     :   ;..  ,-•■  '< 

..•»u  When  5^v*Tay  thar.^«K  Qi4>t)ld  engagfe  in 

'UiB .  feri/ke  tiS  tte  Lord ' deBbei-affcfy^  >*re  ^6'  not 

•njean,  that  theyOiould-t^e-a-loHgyor  indeerfany 

time  toxoufidey'bilbm  they  do  eag^ge  in  the  fep- 

vke  of  God^  -wbejtber-thdy'-lftfftli  do  it  or  not, 

'.This,  is  cmlycre<)uifite4rt  cafes  ^i^heyc  it  is  hardfo 

<fefcern  what  is  ^d^vifabte,    and'where  duty  doth 

nbt  oblige,  to  xio  any  thing  p^eieiitly  without  loft 

.of  time.     Here -all.  diihgfir  are  giike  otberWift: 

we  are  born  under  an  obligatidti  tb  ferve  ifeeLdrd; 

4nd  the  ileafonabienitfsi  asrweH  as 'advantage  of  it, 

^re  ft)  obviou!s,i  that  to  be  ignorant  of  tkem,*  is  to 

...be  colpably  bUndi     Nor,  '    .'     ' 

2.  Dotbthia  deliberation  inrport-any  doubt  or 
Jacfitation  whether  we  may  do  better  eWeifrkorc : 
/this  were  wicked  and  highly  h^Vfy  But,  • 
•  ■.  3.  T6  engage  in  the'  Lord's  fervioe  deliberate- 
ly, is  to  englage  upon  knowlege  of  that  fervice, 
•which  we  devote  ourfelies  to.»  It  k  the  fin,  the 
foiiy  of  many,'^eSjpecially  when  forAe  way 'convinc- 
.ed  ior  fin,  and  the  bitter  Iflue  of  its  fervice,  that 
prclciulv  they  refolve  they  will  ferve  the  Lord; 
but  in  the  mean  time  they  kn»w  nor  wha^t  it  is  to 
ferve  the  Lord,  either  as  to  naaiwr  ormanner. 

Moft 
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Mod  part  think,  that  to  (erve  the  Lord,  is  oriiy 
to  perform  fome  of  the  external  duties  of  religion, 
and  that  without  refpef^  to  any  of  tho(e  circum* 
fiances  wt  have  mentioned.  But  all  ought  to  kno^v 
who  aire  in  oie  to  fetve  the  Lord,  '^at  (ervi^e 
he  requires,  what  way  he  v^xM  have  it  done ;  and 
all  the  parficui^s  mentioned  formerly,  when  treat* 
ing  of  the  iirft  general  head,  fbr  explication  of 
this  truth*  ^  •   . 

4.  Tisiat  one  may  be  juftly  fiud  to  have  been 
deiiherate  In  this  undertaking,  it  is  necefTary  that 
he  know  (b  much  o(  his  obligation,  both  by  du- 
ty and  irrt«reft,  to  undertake  this  iervsce^  that' no* 
thing  that  may  afterwards  fiJl  in  his  way,  m^ 
be  able  to  -make  him  think  he  has  a£led  crois,  ei- 
ther to  duly  or  intereft,  in  the  undertaking,  or 
that  be  nHght  have  lemployed  hftmieif  to  more  ad- 
vantage otberwife. 

5i  'A  man  that  engages  dellbemtely  wM!  look 
10  all  the  diftdvantages,  real  or  (eeming-,  that  at- 
tend this  undertaking,  and  know  when  he  en- 
gages, that  the  advantaged  will  outweigh  cht  dit^ 
advantages.     And,  • 

d.  A  man  that  engage?  delibefately,  will  know 
fhdtwbat  he  engages  in,  is  prafKeable,  and  how 
it  may  be  done.  Upon  the  whole,  to  engage  \h 
the'Lord'sferN'lce  deliberately,  Is  tO<io  it  after 
we  are  acquaint  wifh  the  nature  of  the  work,  ^h^ 
have  fo  much  knowlcge  of  thc^dyantageand 
prafticablencfi  of  the  undertaking,  that  nothing 
that  falb  in  or  may  occtlr  afterwawJ;  naay  be  ablt 
either'  to  make  us  repent  our  undertaking,  or  quft^ 
It  ai'imprafticablfe. 

Some  know  not  the  (ervice  they  bind  tbemfelves 

to,  and  therefbrfe  ^gage  rafhly^and  wheli  they 

comle  to  undeffftkAd  it,  the?y  iind  irnot'-luiied  to 

Bb   4  .      '  their 
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their  expe^lationyaiidtberefbre  they  quit  it.  Some 
know  hot  the  advantage  of  it,  and  therefore 
when  the  fervice  of  fin  feems  to  bid  feircr,  they 
jrue  their  bargaiiv;  others  look  not  at  (bme  dem- 
ing  di&dvantages  that  attend  thcfervice  of  theLord, 
and  therefore  they  begin  upon  fight  of  thctm  to 
wifii  they  had  not  engaged  in  it :  the  Pfalmift 
'  cait^  near  to  this,  Pfahn  Isutiii.  t^i  And,  in-a 
word,  fbme  bind  themieives,  without  evbr  think- 
ing what  Arength  the  work  requires,  and  where 
it  is  to  be  got ;  and  after  experience  tells  tfaete, 
it  requires  more  than  they  have:,  they  are  fair  to 
quit  it  c  but  .-ieliberation  prevents  all  tbeie.  And 
thus  nnich  for  deUberation. 

Secondly y  We  muft  engage  in  the  fervice. of 
God  reiblutely ;  that  is, 

1.  We  mufl  lay  our  account  with  difficulties, 
not  indeed  froni'  the  fervice  itfelf,  for  the  Lard's 
yoke  is  eajy^  and  his  burden  light  i  but  from  our 
own  oorruption  and  enemies,  that  oppofe  us  in 
the  undertaking.  .  Every  one  that  puts  his  hand  \ 
to  the.  Lord's  .work,  mufl  lay  his  account  with 
fighting,  as  well  as  working :  he  muA  be  like 
the  builders  upon  the  wall^of  jeru(alem,  Neii.  iv« 

1 7.  work  with  one  hand,  and  hold  a  weapon  with 
the  other. 

2.  To  engage  refolutely,  is  to  refolve  not  to 
quit  the  work  upon  account  of  difficulties,  or  iajr 
with  the  flUggard,  there  is  a  lion  in  the  Vfayt  and 
I /hall  bejlain  in  the  ftreets  ;  l>ut  t6  hazard  all, 
and  io  furiQOQnt  thefe  4ifficuUies,  or  die  in  the 
quarrel. 

3.  To  engage  reiblutely  in  the  Lord's  fervice, 
is  to  do  it  upon  a  convifVion,  that;  we-  aire  not.  at 
liberty,  iipon  the  account  of  any  real  or  feeming 
difficulty,  to.  quit  it ;  but  that jpf  neceili ty  yic  mun 

not 
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not  only  etigage,  bitt>  in  die  ]jord*s  ftreiigtb>  vft 
muft)  ki  fpite  of  all  diAodto^  perfiirere  to  die 
end.    but  now,  ' 

Thirdly y  This  ii  not  all,  but  fcrther  we  Inoft 
epgagp  mUingly  in  God's  fenrice.  Some  do  £bhr^, 
but  die  W4lit  of  this  IpoilsaU.:  Now,  diss  wa«- 
lingnefi, 

1.  Excludes  conftrainC.  .  Vfc  nmft  not,  like 
the  (lave  that  is  bound,  engage  in  the  work  <br 
fear  of  the  whip.    Some  muldply  performances^ 

,  others  lerloully,  as  they  think,  under  awakenings 
.  of  confcience,  or  ficknefe,  relblve  to  ferve  the  * 
.  Lord  ;  ay,  but  it  is  only  fear,  either  of  hell^  or 
the  lalhes  of  confcience,  that  obliges  them  to.  it, 
,  crois  their  inclination :  take  thefe  out  of  the  way, 
y  and  they  would  not  ferve  the  Lord.      .      .  «    ' 

2.  Willingnefs  excludes  felgfli  regards,  (iicfa  as 
only  eye  the  advantagious  coniequences  of  God^ 
iervice.  Some  ierve  the.  Lord,  like  Jehu,  bccaufe 
diey  fee  it  makes  at  prelem  for  their  interdl ;:  but 
if  it  were  not  (b,  they  would  a£l  otherwife :  and 
ibnoe,  out  of  hopes  to  get  heaven  for  their  %• 
vice,  do  the  (ame.  But  this  will  not  do  :  this>b 
indeed  a  Ibrt  of  conftraint ;  for,  could  the  iervice, 
aiid  its  confequences,  be  parted,  the  (er vice  would 
not  be  chofen.  \      -. 

3.  Willingnefs  imports  a  liking  of  the  lervice 
as  well  as  the  confequences,  a  fuitableneis  in  the 
will  to  the-fervice,  which  miikes  even  the  fervice 
itielf  the  objeA  of  our  choice ;  and  makes  it,  even 
when  the  confequences  are  not  eyed,  appear  a* 
greeable  and  pleafing ;  and  this,  can  never  he  where 
the  heart  is  not  renewed ;  for  the  carnal  mind  it 
enn^ty  againji  Cod^  is  not  fitbje£i  to  the  law  of 
Cody  neither  indeed  can  kCy  Rom,  viii.  7.  And 
therefore,  till;  ^  day  of  God's  povwr- change  the 

heart 
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^od  ^vctlisy  therie:i$  .no  poHfibiiity  f^T  engaging 

willrngly  in  the  jervice  of  Ood,  Pfet.  tm^  3. 
P  '4I£j.,\Ve'ar€  HOT*  come  to  <rfter"fofiae  rcafbns 
,  why  «fe  ihiould  engage  in  the  (erirktl  dFGod,  de* 

libeaiiiily,  i»fi>liubly»-*nd  of  cboiiiSt  ^Of  many 

we  naine  a  few. 

'»  :i,  liris  &iiabf^/to  the  rati<»jiil  nature;  for  wc 
idbbaie  ourfelves,-  mM*  aA-  not  like  reasonable  men, 
,if^eraft5io|ref<?lutely,'deHbcrately;  ank!  wiHing- 

ly.iitt  a  matter,   cfpeclallly  of  (6  great  moment. 

Not  to  ad  dfeiihtjratefy  fpeaks  trs  fooMfb ;    not  to 
laf^'i^fclirtfeiy  fpeaks  as  weak ;  and  not  to  aft  wJ- 
.Jingljr^ipeaks  us^flaves    • 
.v..«.':  The  nataii&  and  honour  of  God  nvakt^s  Tuch 

lervice  nece/Iary.  That  ftrvice  which  is  iwibc- 
rcoiaijg  a  rational  nature,  cannot  fo'ely  beaccept- 
.iibk.toiGod,  who  i^  rfi^e  higbch  FcafiMv*  What 
'  -iLrcprfo^chfiil  to  jfee^riaturC'  ci(  nrwii  lo  perform, 
jmUO  ilbrely  be  fb  to'the  nature  of  G<!)d  to  accept.' 
Uf  xnan  cannot  aft  iftdeliberatelyj  irWfol»tely,  or 
iiit\M3Iingiy;  vTithooi  reproaching  1^ is  nature,  fore- 
Jty  dte  holy  Cod  c^not  accept  of  what  H  fo  done, 
.withotfit  rejjroaching  his  qwn  :  and  if  it*be  drP 
ihoQtai»able  for  m^n  to  perform  (ucb  %r^icey  ds  is 
jiot  the  fruit  of  deliberation,  choice,  and  refblu- 
-tion-pi  fittely  it  is-iWb'  diihoriour^He'  for  God  to 

accept.St..  -     ^ 

,  ..'gi-iThe  nattire-of  the  fervicq  r^quiresit^  for  it 
ttitaUed,.  Rom  h^A:  1 .  ^r  reafmahle/ervice.  l< 
is  fe  by.  way  ofeafiriency,  and  furely  withoat  thofe 
*hflivprfcpe«ies.  mentioned,  it  cannot  delervc  that 

*•  '4:."  Unlefe  it  be  dorle  thas,  we  ^pfe  not  like  to 
lUoAtinue  In  it ;.  and  ^fliis'wiil  be*bofh  di(honour- 
:sh\Qj  ,and'<Uiad'^aotagi<;MS*     Wh^t  is  i:a(hly  nn- 

dertakeP; 
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"derfaken/  lis'ttfiially  quickly  given  over>j  \^hat  is 

■  irrefoluttfly  chsagcd  in  is  eafily  hindred,  and  what 

'is^the  fruit  of  conftraint  c^rtnot  Ipe  permanent ; 

-and  this  <[)olls'  all :   for  uniefs  it  be  continued  in/ 

we  lo'fe  what  we  have  wrought,  and  all  the  liqngth 

we.  have  gone,   will  hot  he  remembered,  Ezek. 

xvifl.  'i/[,''W6ert  the  righteous'turneth  away  from 

his  right^oafnefSy  and  commit  it  h  imquity^  and  doth 

actordtng  to  ail"  the  abomination ^^  that  the  %\fickcd 

man  dothy/hallhe  live  ?  All  his  right eoufnefs  that 

*  he  hath  done  "Jhall  not  be  menfion^d ;    in  his  trej^ 

pafs  that  he  hath  trejpaffedl  and  in  his  pn  that  he 

hath  Jmrtedy  in  them  Jhall  he  ^die. 

IV.  The  only  thing  remaining,  is  to  fhew  what 

place,  now  under- the  gblpej  dil]>en{ation,  is  left 

'  for  this  fervide ; '  and  that  kl  anfivef  to  a  commoji 

'objeftion  that  Is  made  againft  it,  upon  fuppofitioh 

of  admitting  th6  dcftrine  of  faitti,  may  fome  fa^, 

**  If  w^  believe,  what  ye  not'  long  ago  taught, 

<'x  that  we  are  to  be  juftfiSed  only  'by  fiith,  theii 

'*  what  need  of  (cryiug  the  X-ord  ?  what  need  of 

"<*-  liofitiejfi?    IP 'the  obedience  of  another  ttiuft 

**  be  our  rfghtepufeefS  before*  06d,  ^ye*mayjpar<^ 

*^  ow  psm^r :'  there  is  iio  nperf.  that  we  obey,"  - 

This  pbieftioh  is  o\^  indeed,*  and  I  may  Ciy  it 
is  new  aMbi  It  i?  one  of*  the  many  artifices  thsu 
the  eij^enwes  of  the  gftce  of  God,  have  made  ulc 
of  for  diftretKtfng  the  juffificdtion  6f  fihners  before 
i'God,  by  the  imputed  ri^hteoufhefs  of  Chrift ;  and 
at-this  dtf^  it  is  mightily  urg&d  by  Papifts,  Sqci- 
niansjt  and  efpecially  Armlnians,  who  fwarm.ia 
thefe tends:  and  therefore  before  we  come  to  an- 
{vrer  it,  we  have  two  or  three  things  w  fay  in  re- 
ference to  It.     And,' 

I .  We  do  indeed  cohfeifs,   that  any  doftnae 
that  has  not  a  fiihrourable  a(peft  upon  holinefs  is 

to 
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to  be  fiirpcftcd ;  and  we  do  profciil,  ourfeives  wil- 
lingy  that:  our  do<^rInes  fliould  be  tried  by  their 
influence  upon  holiness :  •  and  further^  we  do  (b* 
lemnly  protefti  th^t  ^s  ibon  as  the  charge  laid  a- 
'  gainft  the  do^Hrine  of  faith,  fhall  be  &irly  proved, 
we  (hall  abandon  it.  .  But, 

2\  We  are  not  relblved  to  quit  It,  becaufe  fonoc 
meij,  whole  lives  and  pens  fincll  not  over  much 
.  of  holbeis,  are  pleafed  to  alledge  tha^  it  favours 
npt  hoiinels. 

3.  We  muft  fay,  ir  fcems  vciy  hard  toalledg^, 
that  Calvin's  doftrine  of  juftification,  is  an  ene- 
my to  holineis,  while  the  oppofers  and  enemies 
of  this  do^rine,  at  the.  feme  time  nick-name  the 
inaintalners  of  it,  Puritans,  Precifians,.and  I  know 
not  what,  becau&thcy  wiU  not  take  fb  gieat  a  la- 
titude in  their  prafHce  as  thenafelves  j .  nay,  fre- 
3uently,  becaufe  they  cannot  get  their .  walk  con- 
emned,  they  pafs  a  judgment  upon  their  hearts, 
and  ufurp  God!$  prerogative,  calling  them  Hypo- 
crites* 

,  4,  We  hppe  to  (hew  fufBcicnt  reafbn  for  holi- 
nefl,  and  to  give. it  a  very  uH^fiil  rooip,  though 
we  allow  it  not  that  pUce^  which,  is  due  to  the 
righteoulbefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:. 

What  place  will  you  (ay  has  |t  j  ofwhatu(exs 
it  ?    I  anlwer,  fcy  fltewing, 

Fir/l,  What  place  it  has  not :  and  we  fay, 

r .  It  is  of  no  u(e  in  order  to  merit  any  thing 
cither  in  time' or  eternity  at  the  hand  of  God ;  it 
cannot  merit  Qrdeferve  the  leaft  temporal  Ueffing, 
farlefs  can  it  deierve  heaven,  ai^d  thoie  glorious 
i])iritual  privileges  that  are  there  enjoyed.  fFhat! 
can  a  man  be  frofitabk  unto  God^  0s  he  that  is 
ivife  may  he  profitable.unto  himfelf?  h  it  any 
pkafure  to  the  almighty  that  thou  art  righteous  f  Or 

is 
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is' if  gain  to  hith  that  thou  make^  thytxjays  fer^ 

yh^  ?  Job  xxS   2,  3.    If  thou  ke  righteous ^  what 

^iveft  thQuhinty    or  what  receiveth  he  of  thine  ^. 

/jand  f    Thy-  wiekednefs  may  hurt  a  man  as  thou 

art^  and  thy  righteoujhefs  may  profit  the  fon  of 

TTtan^  job  XXXV.  7,  8.    Our  goodnefs  extends  not 

to  him  J  and  therefore  it  becomes  us  when  we  have 

done  6ll,  to  own  that  we  are  unprofitable  fervants. 

1  2.  Our  ferviceAve  do  to  the  Lord  is  not  that, 

upon  the  account  whereof  we  are  juftificd  before 

God.  *  Whenweftand  at  the  tribunal  of  God,  to 

be  tried  for  our  life,  our  plea  rauft  not  be,'  Dord^ 

we  have  ferved  thee  according  to  thy  law  :   this 

will  ftand  us  in  no  (lead  ;  for  by  the  works  of  the  ' 

law  will  no  flejh  be  juflified^  GaL  ii.  16;'  Our 

lervice,  if  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  ftnftiia* 

ry,  will  be  fbund  wanting.    ' 

3.  Our  fervlce  will  notbe'fo  much  as  i  part 
of  tbatrighteoufiiefs,  upon  the  account  wheredf  we 
arc  to  be  juIHfied  before  God.  Chrift  will  not  half 
the  matter  To,  either  he  will  beonr  entire  righte-, 
oufhefs,  or  not  at  all.  He  will  hot  compound  the 
matter,  for  fo  we  ihould  have  $>mewhat  to  6oaft" 
of^  and'&ould  not  glory  only  in  the  Lord. 

4.  Sincere  feiVice,  by  the  gracious  acceptation 
of  G6d, .  is.  not  put  in  that  lame  place  under  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  perfeft  obedience*  hid 
in  the  covenant  of  works.  =  This  vs  contrary  to  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  Icripture.  But  what  need,  will 
ye  lay,  can  there  be  of  this  fervice,  fiiice  it  is  not' 
allowed  to  haVeany  part  in  our  juftification  ?  We , 
anlwer,  by  Ihewing,      - 

Secondly  y  And  pofitively,  that  it  is  of  very  great  • 
ufe,  and  there  is  an  indifpenlable  neceflity  of  lt;>; 
and  that, 

I .  Upon  the  account  of  the  command  of  God. 

Now, 
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Now,  tbis  btDds  ftill^  and  wwl^jl.  have  boond, 
though  there. had  been  no  regard  afiin^xed  to  il ; 
and  thisisftilJ  mfbrc^  for  tiu  is  th^  will  t^GoJ^ 
evfn  our  Jan^ificatioftf  i  Thcff.  iv,  3, 

2.  It  is  indifpeniably  neccflky,  ia  regard  of 
the  bejievcr's  voluntary  engagement  to  it.  When 
feith  once  gets  a  yiew  pf  Cbrift,  it  fyj$  to  him, 
asThotixas  did  upon  another  occafion,  My  Lor d^ 
,  and  my  God;  and  if.  once  we  call  jGhrift  Lord, 
we  thereby  bind  ourielves  to  be.  lu^  (grvants* 

.  .3.  It  is  i^cceflary.from  th.e  new  zvitjiw^i  rege- 
ner^on.  Believers  arc  created  in,  Ch^fl  Jefus 
unto  ^good  works,  Eph.  ii.  10. .  TJiey  a^  born  a- 
gam  I  th€y  are  •  partakers  of  tW-  divine  nature. 
Now^  our  Lord  aiTaFes  us,  that  tigpod  tree  can- 
not bring  forth  bad  fruit.  Know,  '^ho^ever  is 
born  of  Godifinneth  not,  I  John  v»  i8i  It  ^^  as 
natural  fi>r  the  new  man  to  be- holy,  ^s  for  the 
old  man.tobe  othfrwife. 

,  4.  It  Js  the  neceflTary  rcfult  of  .thcde  princij»l 
graces  of  the  new.creafpr^,  ^w. -iqve'Bnd  grati- 
tttd«.;..  .Hear  the.great  apoftlePtJul,^j^,4ikMr,  v.  14, 

thus  judge,^  thftti  ifom  died  for  afff  'tden.  nuBre-,  aU 

defiif  un4.  that  h^^i^djor  allp  thj^t  they '^hich 

llve^fbpuldnot  henceforth  liveunt^^  tie^fitves^  hut 

i  tmto]  A^  tuhteJ?  died  for  them,  and,  roje  again. 

.  5.,  it  is  necellary  that  we  fcry^  ♦rfie  Lord,    in 

Dxfdjsr  to  ol>tain  the  great  ends  wlskk  val}  believers 

do  pcopof^  to  themlehres  ;  aa,    t  j    .  j 

.  (i-):I^  i«  the  way  to  glorify  the  JUjrd>  which 

IS  certainly  the  believer's  main  end  yvokA  hereby 

certainly  is  God  glorified,  if  wfe  bfiag  forth  much 

frpit*    Hence  that  exhortation,  Let  your  light  Jb 

Jhine  before  men^    that  they  may  fee  your  good 

,     .  tiiorkis, 
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(a  )  It  ie  th^  way  to  bt  n^de  meet  (or  tlb^  tp- 
jo^ment  of  Gody  which  th/9  b^Jiever  aimsa^JU 
onepf  bi$  principal  and  mofi  nobk  ddigns.  .^(^w^ 
the  raoi?e{W«,  abound  in  the  fervkc  of^Gotd^  .the 
niore.  meet  v;^  jjrc  for  the^njoyji^eaf  of  God,  who.. 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  keep  up  conamunio^  with 
tbi>i^  who  are  not  ^oly  JuAification  is.  ne^fTary 
to'ffve  u$  a  right  unto  tb^  enjoymept  ofCocC, 
^d  corarrfuniof^  with  himv  S^£lifijcation.is.'fie^» 
ceflary  to  fpa]f:e  us  meet  for;  the  A^ual  enjoymenti 
Qf  it.     Again,  . '  1 

(3»)  T^  (eive  the  Lord,  to  be  holy,  istheway^ 
to  perfeft  our  natures,  and  to  briog.  them  TP.thp- 
higheft  pitch  of  perfeftiQij  they-  are  capably  oA- 
This  is  ow  wiCipm  and  par  uiidetftandii^  Peur.: 
iv.  6«  aiid  con&quently  our  glory  an^  honour  1^. 
fervc  the  Lor4.     Further, r  -  (.. 

,  <4.)  To  foi:ve  the  Lord,  k  the  way  to  be  u|e- 
f\]I  to  others.     And  this  is  ,i^e  .of  the  beije^vex'Si 
ae^at  def|^,  apd  'tis  g^ir|cd>y^  .this;  foe  t^is  is, 
proftfftb}c,  .both  for  their  conyi^'on  and  conyer* 
fion.  />Jay,.iand  many  other  ways,   not  n0^Y  to^- 
be  in^lfted^oppn.  ,  .  j 

.  ^  ft  is  nef:eflary  that  believers  jerve  tb?  Lord, 
in  i:f^gArd  Off  the  great  provi/Ion  that  the  Lord  t\^j 
ixwde  for  them  under  the  go^J,  in  order  ^  fej: 
them  for  this  iervice ;.  there  is  an  abundant-  prp^^ 
viiio^  of  grace  to  enable  them,  toierve  Gcd^act 
Cjpptably,  with. reverence  a;iad  godly  fear.  ,No\y^ 
upon  rbef^  fiecoynts,  ye  may  ^e  how  nec^ilaty  it 
is>  that  we.  ferve  the  Lord,  though  we  are  not  ta 
be  juflified  l?y,pur  fervicfe.  And  not  a  few  other 
no  lefs  co^derable  grounds  of  obedience  unde^; 
the  New  Tcftament  dil|>€nfttion,  might  be  men -r* 

tioncd^ 
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disned, ,  Wer«  it  not  diat  we  haflen  to  the  applica- 
tion^  which  now  follows. 

It  now  remains  that  we  apply  this  truths  and 
we  (hall,  in  the  firft  place,  draw  ibme  few  gene- 
rai  inferences  for  ihfbrnp^ation  from  the  words. 

is  it  fo,  that  they  who  engage  in  the  fervice  of 
God,  ftiould  do  it  of  choice,  rclblately,  and  de- 
liberately?   Then, 

•  I .  It  is  hot  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  engage  in  the  fer- 
vifee  of  God,  as  fome  may  think :  to  get  the  will 
of  man,  that  isobftiriately  fetagainft  God,  brought 
to  a-compliance  with  his  will  in  all  things,  is  ve- 
ry hard :  The  carnal  mind  is  not/libjedf  to  the  law 
of  Gody  nor  indeed  can  be.  And,  O  what  a 
nsigbty  difficulty  is  it,  do  ye  thinly  to  do  this  after 
a:  deliberate  view  of  all  the  difficulties  of  this  fer- 
vice,- and  a  difcovery  of  its  oppofition  to  tomipt 
natum^?'  Such  of  ydu  as  think  it  ealy  to  engage 
in  the  fervice  6f  the  Lord,  are  yet  to  begin. 

'  i.  ^o  unregeneratie  man  is  aright  engaged  In 
Gckl's  fervice ;  for  no  unregenerate  man,  after  a 
deliberare  view  thereof^  and  the  confequences  of 
it,  will  engage,  or  can  engage  in  it  5  and  there- 
fore, SirSj  think  upon  irfcrioufly,  if  ye  be  not 
born  again,  ye  are  not  the  fervants  ofPGod. 

t'3;  We  may  dra^  this  conclufion  from  the  do- 
A^ine,  that  God  has  no  mind  to  cheat  his  fervants. 
All  the  plot  of  Satan  and  fin>  is  to  get  people  en- 
gaged-before  they  think;  fprif  they  think,  they 
de^afi^ of  carrying  tkdr  point ;  butGod  will  have 
us  deliberate.  It  is  -the  peculiar  glory  of  man, 
that  he  4s  capable  o(  cdnfidering  what  he  doth  bc- 
fbf-e  he  do  it,  anfd  that  he  can  weigh  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  actions ;  •  but  profkhe  linners  dare 
xiot  do  fo ;  they  dare  not  go  alone,  and  confider 
what  were  the  motives,  prompting  them  to  what 

they 
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they  did,  what  way  they  will  make  their  account 
10  God,  what  they  haye  to  expeftafter  this  life  is 
done.  To  think  of  theie  thiags^  and  the.  like,r 
wouid  make  them  mad:  but  the  godly  man  can 
go  alone,  and  look  to  his  whole  aAiens,  and  do 
it  without  fear  ;  and  can  look  to  all  things  paft, 
prefenr,  and  to  come,  without  difcompoTure : 
and  then  he  chgfes  the  lervice  of  God,  he  does  it 
deliberately ;  the  Lord  will  have  him  to  'do  fo, 
and  therefore  he  knows  he  is  not  circumve/ited, 

4.  We  may  infer,  that  there  is  a  yaft  odds  be'- 
twixt  tjje  fervice  of  God,  and  the  fervice  of  fin. 
We  cannot  become  God's  iervahts  without  afting 
like  men,  a^ing  rationally,,  deliberately,  and  re- 
iblutety :  but  on  the  other  hand^  there  is  none  can 
engflge,  or  continue  in  the  fervicje  of  fin,  but  he 
muft  lay  afide  the  exercife  of  reaibn,  apd  a£l  like 
abeaft* 

Did  we  not  defign  brevity,  we  might  improve 
thisdoftrine  many  other  ways,  than  for  informa- 
tiqrt,  npw  diicufied,  viz,  for  tfial,  reproof^  con- 
vidion,  and  caution.  But  we  (hall  wave  all  thefe, 
and  only  infift  upon  exhortation. 

Is  it  (0,  that  we  (hould  not  only  engage  In  the 
fervice  of  God,  but  that  we  fhould  do  it  deliberate- 
ly, refolutely,  willingly  ? 

Then,  my  friends,  we  intre^t,  and,  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  exhort  you  all  this  day,  to  make  ^ 
choiire  of  the  Loj'J  for  your  God  and  mafter,  and 
chearfuUy,  refolutely,  and  deliberately  engage, 
"yourfelves  in  his  fervice ;  and,  with  the  people 
of  Ifi^cl,  fay,  and  hold  by  it,  IVv  will  fcrve  the 
Lord. 

This  exhortation  comprizes  the  whole  of  our 

commiffion  from  thfc  eternal  God  to  you.     If  we 

prevail  not  in  this,  we  gain  nothing,  nor  caXi  we 

;  C  c .  do 
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do  you  any  (ervice,  nor  can  5^6  dous  any  real-kind- 
nefss  If  we  prevwl  not  In'  this,  then  ye  arc  for 
«ver  ruined,  and  we  have  l6ft  our  labour  as  to 
you,  your  damnation  is  fore;  the  golpcl  will  ag- 
gravate your  fin,  accent  your  mifery,  and  wc 
fiiall  be  witnefles  againft  you ;  fiirely  therefore  it 
is  of  moment,  and  worthy  of  ierlous  coniiderad* 
on,  what  ye  will  anfwer,  %Vhat  ye  refolve  to  do, 

^  Inftead  of  many  motives  I  might  u(e,on  this  occa- 
fion,  we  (hall  an(\ver  (bme  queftions  that  will  rea* 
dily  caft  up  in  the  mindSxOf  fiich  among  you  as 

<  entertain  any  (erious  thoughts  about  the  matter ; 
and,  in  thie  an(wcrs  to  them,  we  fhall  couch  mo- 
tives fufficient,  if  the  Lord  breathe  upon  :tfaem, 
lo  perfuade  the  m6ft  obftinate  enemies  ;  and  if 
the  Lord  breathe  not,  nothing  will  be  able  to  e&- 
ftuate  this. 

There  are  fix  queftions  will  readily  employ  tbe 
thoughts  of  fuch  as  are  inearneft  about  this-matter. 
I.  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  we  fiiould  fcrve  him  ? 
IL  Will  he  accept  of  fervice  at  our  band  ? 
ilL  'Upon  what  terms  will  he  adradtof  419? 

IV.  What  work  wiil  he  employ  us  in  ? 

V.  Whom  fhall  we  be  joined  withaH 

VI.  What  wages  will  he  allow  ? 

Thefe  are  the  moft  material  concerns  of  one 
that  means  to  lift  him(c}f  afervant ;  if  he  get  a  fa- 
tisfying  anfwer  upon  all  thefe  heads,  he  muft  en- 
gage.    Now,  of  each  of  thefe  iu  order  ;  and, 

I.  Some  of  you  will  think,  Who  is.  the  Lord; 
that  we  ftiould  ferve  hfan  ?     We  know  him  not, 
and  we  would  fain  be  ibme  way  acquaint  with   < 
him  before  we  engage,   at  leaft  we  would  knov   1 
who  he  is. 

For  anlwer  to  this,  we  fay.  It  is  very  rcafbn- 
tble  -that  ye  kqow  biip^  to  whom  ye  iiibmit  your-   | 

lelvcs; 
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felves,  before  ye  do.  k  ;  ai»d  would  to  God  tb4«» 
method))^  b^|i  Aill  followed  .by  you^  and  then  I^ 
am  fare  ^tan  ha4  not  this  dsiy  had  £>  many  ier-^ 
vanUj  nor  Chrift  ib  many  ene^iies.  We  canoon 
prete^  ^o  tell  >yl)at  God  is ;  foF  norie  can  fearch 
out  the  Almighty  to  perfeftion  :  but  only  we  fhall 
tfiU  ^roOy  be  baSt  ail  the  quallficitionfr  of  a  mafler^ 
tha^  a  fervan^t^ji^t  \^  wife  could  wife. 

I .  ^Je  is  great,  whqm  we  call  you  to  ferve. 
Moft  kings  OQ  eajrt]^  are  bqt  ilaves^  and  to  iLrve 
moft  erf  them  is  but  to  ferve  them  ^yho  are  Haves. 
to  the  bafeft  of  l^uAa  v  but  th^  Lord  is  a  great  Goj, 
and a^ great  King;  even  the  King  eternal^  immor"^ 
iaJ,  and  inviJMe,  the  high  and  only  Potentate, 
the  Prince  efthe  ki^gs  of  tie  earth,  l>Jone  may 
Ciompare  with  him  for  the  excellency  of  his  per- 
fon.  Thus  faith  the  Lprd,  Ifi.  xliv.  8.  Is  there  a 
Cod  befid^s  me  ^  yea^  there  is  no  Godj  I  know  not 
any.  None  is  equal  to  him  in  the  magnificence 
of  his  habi<a4ion.  The  heaven  is  my  throne ,  and 
the  earth  is  my  footjlooly  faith  the  Lord,  Ifaiah 
IxvL  i«  None  equal  to  him  in  wifdom  \  he  1& 
the  oniy  wife  Cod.  And  as  for  power,  who  can 
compare  ?  For  what  pleafed  the  Lordy  that, hath 
he  done  J  in  heaven  and  in  earthy  and  in  all  high, 
fiaces^  And,  in  a  word,  be  is  the  only  Mafter, 
and  all  are  hi^  (ervants, 

2»  As  he  is  great  and  hoi>ourable,  fo  he  is  good. 
The  Lord  is  good  and  upright,  Pfal.  xxv.  S^  and 
ia  other  plates  of  fcripture  innumerable.  The 
goodncfi  that  ^  (ei-vant  would  defire  in  a  mailer, 
lies  in  tbret;  things,  and  they  <ire  all  eminently 
ia  Cod  J  he  is  peerlefs  in  them  all.  (i.)  He  is  a 
good  mafter,  that  puis  his  fervants  upon  no  work, 
but  what  is  fuitable.and  reafonable.  (a.)  Who 
beAows  uJ)oli  them,  when  careful,  ,vaft  largefles, 
Cc  ;;  or 
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or  great  proofs  of  his  bounty ;  and,  (3.)  Who  is 
indulgent,  cornpaffionate,  and  merciful  to  the 
fallings  of  his  fervants,  when  they  do  not  willing- 
ly commit  faults/  nor  bbftinately  perfift  in  them. 
And  in  all  thefe  three  relpcfts  the  Lord  is  match** 
lefs.    '  .  .  :  '  J 

That  his  Work  is  eafy,  we  ftiall  afterwards  fticw 
at  more  iength  ;  at  prefen^  it  is  enough  td^*  tell, 
that  he  who  cannot  Ke  or  mifhike  has  told  las, 
xhzxhis  yoke  is  eafy^  and  his  burden  light.  And 
who  knows  not  his  bounty  ?^  who  feels  not  the 
cfFefts  of  it  }  His  bounty  is  great  abdve  the  hea-' 
vens,  and  all  ftiare  largely  in  it ;  for  whatever 
there  is  of  goodnefs  and  of  mercy  in  the  lot  of 
any,  that  is  the  fruit  of  his  bounty.  But,  befides 
vitheccmimonefiefts  of  it,  he  ha3  particular  favours 
lie  beftows  upon  fiich  as  are  eminently  faithful. 
t.ook  what  marks  of  his  refpeft,  and  what  glori- 
ous tokens  of  his  bounty,  Abraham,  Jfaac,  Jacob, 
Mofes,  Jofhua,  DaVid,  and  thejefl,  got,  and  that* 
both  in  TpiHtuals  and  temporals.  Nor  is  his  mer- 
cy lefs  to  them  that  fear  him,  becaufe  of  their  in- 
firmities. ThoQgh  he  has  taken  all  imaginable 
care  to  caution  his  people  againft  fin,  yet  he  will 
not  narrowly  mark  iniquity  with  them,  nor  en- 
ter into  judgment.  Little  childreny  thefe  things 
write  I  to  you,  that  ye  Jin  not :  but  if  any  man  fin ^ 
we  have  anadvocatejwith  the  Fat  her  ^  l  John  H.  i  ^ 
The  covenant  of  grace  is  not  behind  with  the  co* 
ve^ant  of  works,  in  forbidding  fin,  and  providing 
againfl  it ;  the  whole  of  it  was  revealed,  preach- 
ed,, and  writ,  that  we  fin  not :  but  rfxis  is  the  pe- 
culiar glory  of  the  go/pel,  that,  while  the  law 
leaves,  finners  finking  under  the  curfe,  the  gofpd^ 
fends  and  relieves  theiti,  and  fhews,  that  there  is^ 
^n  Advocate  with  the  Father, 

•  3.  The 

•       Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Part  IIL       The  CbrlfthrPs  T>ufy.         405 

3.  The  Lord  is  a  faithful  God  ;  what  bargain 
he  makes,  he  will  keep.  Has  he  promifed  you  a 
great  reward  ?  Ye  may  depend  upon  it.  He  is 
not  a  man  that  he  Jhould  Tye^  or  thefon  of  man^ 
that  he  Jhould  repent.  If  he  make  hirafelf  known 
to  you  by  the  name  of  God  almighty,  as  he  did 
to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  fee  Exod.  vi.  3. 
to  make  them  believe  that  what  he  projtniled  he 
was  able  to  jjerfbrm,  I  alTure  you,  he  will  not 
fail  to  make  himielf  known  to  you  alfb,  as  Jeho- 
vah God,  that  gi\rcs  a  being  to  his  promife;  as  he 
did  to  Mofes,  when  he  called  him  to  (eetheaccom- 
plifhmentof  thepromifes  made  to  Abraham,  in  the 
deliverance  ofhis.  people  out  of  Egypt.  But, being 
latisfied  that  the  mafter  is  worthy  beyond  compare, 

II.  Queftion  will  follow,  !Will  he  accept  of  us 
for  fervants  I  A  queftion  truly  not  impertinent 
after  the  foi'mcr  anfwer ;  for  It  is  no  wonder  tho* 
any  that  knows  God,  or  knows  himielf,  dpubt 
whether  he  fhallbe  admitted  a  fervant  of  tbeLord: 
and  they  that  never  few  any  difficulty  here,  wc 
fear  not  to_  tell  them,  that  they  ferve  an  ill  mafter 
to  this  very  day,  even  the  God  of  this  world^  the 
Spirit  that  works  in  the  children  of  dhfcbedience^ 
Bat  to  the  queftion  we  fay, 

1.  The  Lord  h^s  taken  (bme  (ervants,  and  own- . 
cd  them  as  fcch,  even  out  of  the  race  of  fallen 
man.  We  hear  him  fpeak  of  his  fervant  Abra- 
ham, his  fervant  Mofes,  and  David  ;  and  that  is 
encouragement  to  thee  :  men  they  were,  fmfal 
men  they  wer^,  and  even  the  father  of  the  faiths 
fill,  Ab^ham,  was  ian  idolatei". 

2.  The  Lord  wants  neither  work  nor  wages  for 
you:  the  work  he  gives  his  fervants  is  even  to 
flicw  forth  his  glory ;  and  this  is  enough  to  em[* 
pioy  innumerable  millions  mor^  than  have  ai^ 

'  Cc  3  being. 
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being.  And  h«nce  it  is,  t^at  hi$  fervant^  many 
times  find  the  work  too  great  for  them,  and  there- 
fore call  in  all  the  creatures  to'  praife  the  Lord. 
So  we  find  the  prfalmift  calling  upon  fire,  hail, 
fnow,  vapours,  etp.  to  praife  the  Lord,  Pfalm 
txhriii.  and  he  concludes  the  book  of  Pfalms  thus, 
i^et  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praife  the  Lord. 
'Praife ye  the  Lord^  Pfa.  cl.  6.  Nor  is  there  (car- 
city  of  wages :  as  he  has  wtork  for  yoti,  (6  his  ttca- 
fures^are  inexhaufiible  j'  there  is  no  want  of  any 
good  thing  to  them  that  fear  ^him^  for  in  hm 
dwells  all  fidhefs, 

3 .  We  have  th is  more  to  (ay  for  jX)Ur  encourage- 
«ncnt,  he  will  not  caft  at  or  rejeft  you  becaule.  ye 
«re  finners.     Hear  what  fuch  an  bne,  aCnner,  a 

Feat  fmner,  h'as  to  fpeak  to  this  purpofe,  i  Tinj. 
12.  Ithankdhrijljefiis  oxkr  Lordy  'mho  hath 
tnahled  me^  for  that  be  counted  me  faithful^  'put- 
ting  me  into  the  minifiry  ;  who  was  before  a  blaf 
phemer^,  and  a  perfecutor^  and  injurious.  See  a 
'finncr  made  a  lervant,  and  one  of  the  firft  rank 
'make  a  prime  rninifter. 

'  4.  We  have  this  further  to  anfwer,  he  calls  yoa 
to.  his^  fervice  ;  be  then  of  good  courage,  arife, 
for  the  mafter  calls  thee.  Matth.  xi.  29.  Takefny 
yoke  upon  you  J  fays  our  Lord  ;  there's  an  invita- 
tion :  the  encouragement  follows,  y/Wj^^  Jhallfind 
r^ft  to  your  fouls .:  and  the  reafbn  is  fiibjoincd, 
'For  my  yoke  is  eajy,  and  my  burden  light, 

III.  Ye  may  next  enciuire,  Updri  what  terms  ? 
I'fee  he  wiil-iadmit,  t>ut,  may  be,  the  terms  are 
too  high.  Nay, 'this. fhall  not  hinder^  if  ye  have 
a'rtrind;  for  thcr^  h  nothing  mor^e 'engaging  and 
*redbnabie  than  thiey'are;  And  lifhaH  ftiortly  lay 
•before  you  thcfe  fix  particulars,  'h6  the  terms  where- 
on he  will  admit?  Jrdti.'   And/  •^'     •    '• 

.     -  1.  Ye 
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X,  Yemuft  rehoimce  your  old  maft^rsr  Yt 
cannot  ierve  two  m^Aers  ;  and  therefore,  if  y% 
ctiufe  the  Lordy  ye  muft  abandon  the  gods  whom 
your  fathers  iervtd  on  the  other  fide  the  floods 
an4  the  gods  of  theCanaanites,  among  whom  ye 
dwell,  that  is,  in  plain  terms,  ye  muft  not  fervc 
Satan,  ye  muft  not  ferve  divers  lufls,  ye  niuft  not 
ferve  the- world,  ye  muft  not  ferve  men ;  all  o- 
ther  maflers  you  mufl  forfake,  for  y^  cannot  ferve 
God  and  Mammon.  And  fure  this  is  no  hard  con- 
dition, but  what  every  fervant  raufl-Uy.  his  ac- 
count with  ;  and  nojie  have  reafbn  to  do  it  wi^h 
fb  much  chearfulnefsj  as  they  who  q»it  fin. 

2.  Ye  mufl  be  reconciled  to  him  upon  the  got 
pel  terms.  A  mafler  will  not  admit  his  enemy 
to  his,  family  as  a  (ervant  \  who  would  keep  in  his 
houfe  one  that  has  a  form'd  defign  to  ruin  him  ? 
Rcafonable  it  is  then  to  the  highefl  degree,  tha:t, 
bfefbre  ye  be  admitted  to  the  family,  ye  lay  down 
the  enmity  that  your  hearts  are  naturally  full  of 
againfl  God,  and  be  reconciled  upon  the  termg 
preicribed  in  the  gofpel,  which  are  comprized  by 
the  apofUe  to  the  Philippians  in  two  words,  Hav-- 
ingno confidence  in  theflejhy  and  rejoicing  inChrift 
Jefus  :  which  are  indeed  equivalent  to  other  two 
words  ihade  ufe  of  by  our  Lord,  Deny  hiinfelf,^vid 
follow  me.  If  any  man  lOill  come  after  we,  let 
him  deny  himfelfy  and  follow  me.  For  what  he 
adds  about  taking  up  the  crofs,  isl  mcluded  ih  the  . 
latter  word,  follow  me.  And  of  the  fame  force 
are  the  firfl  two  words  mentioned,  Phil,  iii,  3. 
We  are  the  circumcifion,  rwhich  worjhip  (lod  in  the 
Spirit^  rejoice  in  Chrifi  Jtfus,  and  have  no  confix 
dence  in  the  flitjh.  Here  fhortly  are  the  gofpel 
terms  as  to  acceptance  with  God,  and  jufUficati- 
on  before  him  \  there  muft  be  no  confidence  in 
Cc  4  the 
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the  flfefh^  no  expeftation  thence.  But  what  is 
that,  the  flejhy  will  ye  (ay,  on  which  we  are  not 
to  reft,  in  which  we  are  to  have  no  confidence  \ 
1' will  tell  you  fome  things  called  fo  by  the  apoftle, 
in  the  following  verfes  of  that  third  to  the.Philip- 
pians.  *  '  \ 

(i  )  He  calls  church  privileges  lb,  extendi  pri- 
vileges. Ctrcumciftd  the  eighth  day  ;  that  is  to  lay, 
it  is  not  enough  that  a  man  was  baptized,  that  he 
got  his  communion,  that  he  is  a  hearer  of  preach- 
ings, and  the  like.    ^,  ■  ' 

(2.)  Church  memberftiip.  Of  the  flock  of  If 
raeh  A  man  may- be  aChri0ian,  and  fprungof 
godly  progenitors,  and  go  to  ruin.  There  are 
many  who  may  cry,  Father  Abraham,  may  be  of 
his  feed,  and  yet  go  to  the  pit  themfelves^  for  all 
,  that.     Again,  '        \ 

(3.)  It  is  not  enough  to  be  a  member  of  the 
pureft  church  on  earth  :  this  is  flelh  alfo.  Paul 
was  not  of  one  of  the  tribes  that  degenerated ;  but 
of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin y  an  Hebrew  of  the  He- 
brews.  A  man  may  not  only  be  a  Chriftian,  but 
•a  proteftant,  not  only  a  proteftant,  but  a  prefby- 
teriaa ;  but  if  he  lean  to  either,  he  is  no  fervant 
of  God,  werCL  he  in  nrinciple  never  fo  flanch  to 
both  ;   it  is  flcfh,  ana  muft  not  be  truAed  to. 

(4.)  To  be  of  the  ftrifteft  party  of  the  pureft 
church',  is  not  to  be  trufted  to ;  it  is  not  enough 
that  ye  are  one  of  the  ftrifteft  amon^  the  pref- 
byterians,  even  one  whom  the  wdrld  accounts  a 
puritan.  Paul  was  of  the  pureft  church  then  on 
earth,  and  one  of  the  pureft  and  ftricteft  party, 
concerning  the  ^aw  a  Pharife. 

(5.)  He  was  not  only, of  the  ftriQeft  par- 
:ty,  but  he  excelled  moft  of  ther»,  concerning 
'zeal  perfecuting  the  church.     It  is  not  enough  io 

be 

Digitized  by  CjOOQiC 


Partin.      TTheChrlJiiaffs'Dufy:        409 

be  really  erf*  the  ftri£teft  party,  and  evc'n  to  outrun 
XDoft  of  the  ftrifteft  in  duty. 

(6.)  He  wa$  not  one  that  was  concerned  only 
for  religion,  and  the  honour  of  his  profeiBon,  but 
he  was  biameleis  concerning  the  .righteoufnefs  of 
the  law.     His  religion  led  him  to  relpeft  all  God's 
commands;  and  his  pradice  came  lo  near  to  his 
principles,   that  no-body  could  lay  any  thing  to 
his  charge ;    great  attainments,    but  he  counts 
them  all  fle(h,  and  they  are  fo,  upon  a  triple  ac- 
count :  they  aVe  things,  mod  of  them  performed 
by  man  who  is  flcih  ;  they  are  tainted  all  of  theni 
wit]^jin,  which  is  the  work  of  the  flefh ;  they  are 
done  in  a  fiiblerviency  to  a  carnal  defign,  oppofite 
to  the  Ipiritual  defign  of  thegofpel:    fo  that  by 
flefli  is  to  be  underftood  whatever  is  done  b)f'man, 
or  whatever  is  tainted  with  corruption,   and  that 
even  after,  as  well  as  before  converfion  ;   for  the 
apoftle  excludes  from  any  Ihare  in  his  dependence 
for  juftificadon,  even  attaihraients  after  converfion^ 
while  he  fays,  What  things  were  gain  to  me,  that 
is,  ^hilc  aPhariiee,  i^ho/e  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift  i 
andthenhefubjoihs,  Yeadoubtleft,  and  J  count  ail 
things  but  lofi.     The  firft  expreffion,  What  things 
-were  gabiy   was  too  narrow,    becauie  it  compre- 
hends only  what  he  had  before;  and  therefore  he 
adds  this  more  compreheniRve  one  tofiipply  that; 
all  things ;  and  that  is  the  (ame  \^ith  his  ownrigh^ 
teoufnefsy  which  he  would  not  be  found  in,  in  the 
following  verfes.     In  one  word,  to  have  no  con- 
fidence in  the  flefli,  is  to  tmft  in  nothing  that  can 
be  called  our  own,  becaufe  done  by  us,  thattran 
be  called  flefli,   as  tainted  with  fin,  and  done  by 
finful  man.     It  is  nbt  that  we  are  not  to  prize 
church  privileges,  nay,  certainly  it  is  a  great  advan- 
tage, to  partake  of  ordinances,  to  be  of  the  pur- 
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eft  dwjrdi,  and  the  ftriftcft  party,  and  the  malt ' 
zealous  of  that  party,  and  to  b6  blamelefi,  to  be, 
as  we  (uAy  a  prefbyteriaa,  and  the  ftrlftcft,  fe 
duty,  and  our  honour  too :  but  yet  we  are  to 
have  no  confidence  in  this  ;  but  we  are  to  rejoice 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  If  eonfcience  challenge,  we  are 
to  flee  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fprinkle  con- 
£:ience  by  that.  If  we  be  carried  to  the  bar  of 
God)  and  there  aCcufed  ;  ail  that  is  laid  to  our 
charge  Chrift  muft  anfwer  for  it.  If  the  law  re- 
quire perfea  obedience,  Chrift  has  ftdfilled  all 
righteoufiicfs,  and  is  mz^A^ofGo^righteotifnifs  to 
tien^  that  believe y  and  this  is  our  joy.  If  con^ 
fcienee  accufe  and  lay  a  great  charge  againft  us, 
Chrift.has-  died,  and  this  is  our  joy.  If  any  be  j(b 
bold  z$  to  condemn  the  believer,  God  has  juflifi- 
ed  hioi,  while  he  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead,  as 
being  fuily  fatisfied  with  what  he  paid  on  the  ac* 
count  of.  finners.  And,  in  a  ^ord,  where-evcr 
we  are  ftraitned,  there  is  ftill  found  groundof  for- 
row  iii  ouriclves,  but  joy  in  the  Lord  Chrift,  in 
Vthom  Mieving  we'  rejoice  with  joy  unjpeakable 
^nd  full  of  glory.  Now,  if  ye  mean  toferve  the 
Lord,  ye  muft,  upon  the  faid  terjns>  be  reconcil- 
ed to  him ;  ye  muft  have  m  confidence  in  thefiejbs 
y^  m\i[i  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

3 1  He  will  adroit  you  to  be  his  fervants  upon 
thefe  terms,  that  ye  comply  with  all  his  commands. 
Ye  muft  take  up  his  crofs,  hate  father  and  mother, 
(that  is,  rejeft  them  with  difdain,  when  they  come 
in'competition  with  him.)  Ye  muft  cut  off  the 
right-hand,  pluck  out  the  right-eye.  But  ye  will 
fay^this.  is  hard.  I  anfwer;  No  mafter  will  admit  a 
iervant,  but  Ibch  as  will  obey  him,  and  that  theft 
things  are  not  really  hard,  is  plain,  if  we  confider, 

(i".).  That  all  th»fe  things  he  will  have  us  to 

part 
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part  ^^,  are  pirjudicial  to  us :  if  wfe  muft  liatc 
father  and  mother/  it  is  only  when  th^y  cdme  111 
berwixt  Ghrift  and  us  ;  and  we  art  bid  cut  off  tha. 
right-hand,  ^  pluck  out  the  right-eye,  when  the^ 
oTCnd,  and  bffend  fo,  that  Mre  muft  part  Willi 
heaven,  if  we  Jkcep  them. 

C2O  We  are  only  bid-  do  thefe  things,  whca 
the  very  doing  of  that  which  feems  prejudicial  t6 
us,  turns  hugely  to  our  advantage ;  for  if  we  part 
with  any  tiling  for  Chrift,  we  arc  to  expeO  a 
vaft  income,  even  to  an  hundred  fbJd  in  this  Ilfe^ 
and  life  eternal  after  it.  And  ftirther,  this  M^ill 
appear  both  reafbnable  and  eafy,  if  we  confider  tlW 

4.  Condition  on  whi^  God  will  adrnit  us  td 
lerve  him,  and  that  is,  that  .we  do  his  work  up^ 
on  his  own  expence.  If  we  go  in  God's  way^ 
we  muft  .go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord.  If  w^ 
need,  we  muft  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grac6 
for  grace ;  and,  in  a  word,  if  we  itiean  to  ftf  vfe 
him  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly  fear^. 
we  muft  have  grace  to  do  it,  Hcb.  xii'.  2S.  U^her^ 
fore  IV e  receiving; a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved , 
let  Us  have  grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  at* 
ceptabfy  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  We  muft 
do  all  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  that  is  in  h'i 
ftrength  ;  for  the  apoftle  elfewhei'e  tells  us>  l^haf 
he  could  do  all  things  through  Chrifi  Jlrengthenln^ 
him.  And  Chrift  tells  alfo  his  difciples,  that  they 
cari  do  nothing  without  hirov  and  fure  lam,  thisr- 
is  a  very  fair  conditibn,  for  it  makes  the  hardeft 
work  eafy;  it  is  all  one  to  call  a  man  with' hi^ 
prefent  ftrength  to  a  wbrk  eafy  to  him,  or  to  csffl 
him  to  a  wdrk  fer  above  it,  and  increalfe  l^s^ 
ftrength  in  proportion  to  bis  work.  And  thnislt 
is  iti  this  caJe,  the  ftrength  of  God's  people  isfiWl 
kept  ecpial'to,  if  not  above  their  work*    '    •     "* 
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.  5.  He  will  admit  you  to  his  firvice,  but.yc 
muft  wear  his  livery^  /ind  that  in  general  is  holi- 
liefe ;  for  holinefs  becomes  the  Lord's  houfe  for  ever; 
l>ut  nK>rc  particularly  humility^  We  are  bid  be  cloth- 
ed with  humility y  i  Pet.  v.  5*  The  feraphs  have 
xvings  to  cover  their  feet  and  their  face^  that  is,  a 
clothing  of  humility  in  zStnCe  of  God*s'  glory, 
and  their  own  imperfeflion ;  and  we  muft  wear  the 
(aitie.garb)  we.  muft  not  glory  in  ourlelves,  or  our 
pmaments,  but  let  him  that  glqries  glory  only  in 
t^  Lord,  ' 

6.  He  will  admit  you  to  his  lervice;  but  then  ye 
louft  ferve  hira  for  ever.  He  will  have  his  (ervants 
(o  be  for  him  for  ever,  ^nd  not  for  another,  and 
si^hen  all  things  are  as  we  would  wiih  abou^  his 
fcrvice^  fvure  we  have  rcafon  to  fay,  that  we  love 
our  mailer,  and  we  love  his  fervice,  and  we  will 
not  part,  but  every  one  of  us  (ay,  /  and  myjhedj 
land  my  houfe ^  and  alt  that,  will  take  my  advice f 
fhall ferve  the  Lord  for  ever.  Upon  thefe  terms 
the  Lord  will  accept  you. 

IV.  Will  ye  lay,  What  work  will  he  let  us  to  ? 
We  cannot  tell  you  alj  the  particulars  ;  and  fuch 
^8  are  engaging  in  lervice  do  not  expe£l  this ;  but 
I  will  telj  you  all  that  ye  can  delire  about  it. 

I .  It  is  eafy  work,  in  that  forecited  Matth.  xi. 
.29.  Take  my  yoke  upon  youy  and  learn  ofme^  for 
J  am  meek  and  lowly  in  hearty  and  ye  Jhallfind 
reft  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy^  and  my 
burden  light.  The  lervice  of  fin  is  labour,  and 
;tc»l,  and  a  lieavy  load ;  (q  in  the  28th  ver.  Come 
i^nto  me^  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden. 
The  lervice  of  Chrift'is  eafy,.  and.inithis  people 
find  reft  ;  a  work  that  is  a  rellmuft  be  very  fweet, 
'i^d  fuch  is  the  Lord's  work.  Would  God  we 
could  Wake  you  underiland  that  fweet  repole  and 

bleflcd 
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bleflcd  reft  there  is  in  the  fcrvice  ofGod  !  Oliow. 
enga^ng  would  it  be  ! 

2.  It  is  a  pleafant  work.  Wifdom^i  ^ays  4rr^ 
nuays  ofpleafantnefSy  and  all  herfaths^eacey  P!rat» 
ill.  17.  And  itt  keeping  God's  commands,  aawell 
as  for  keeping  tfaem^  there  is  ^eat  reward,^  PfitL 
xix.  II. 

3.  It  is  honourable.  All  the  works  that  the 
JLord  commands^  as  well  as  tfaefe  which  he  doei, 
are  honourable  and  glorious^  Pfal.  cxi,  J.^  , 

4.  It  is  profitable.  Godlinefs  is  truly  great 
gain ;  it  is  profitable  for  ail  things ;  it  has  the  pro- 
miie  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that  which  is  n> 

'  come.  If  he  call  us  to  any  piece  of  fcrvice,  dl 
the  profit  comes  flill  to  our  account.  If  he  call 
us  to  fufier,  then  our  light  affliMons,  that  are  bmt 
fir  a.  moment y  tvork  for  us  a  far  more  exceed^ 
ittg  and  eternal  weight,  of  glory,  2  Cor.  iv.,  17; 
And,  in  a  word,  the  man  that  is  righteous  is  pror 
jfltable  to  himfelf  Job)Cxii.  2:.  But,  ^^ 

V.  Whom  fhall  we  havie  with  us  in  this  vrorkl 
This  is  a- very  -confiderable  point,  and  of  ^rcat 
concern,  becaufe  ferviints  are  not  alone  in  the 
work,  lind  very  niuch  of  their  comfort  depefadf 
upon  their  fbllow-lervanti.  N6w,  as  to  thi?,  all 
is  encouraging.     For, 

1.  The  glorious  Mediate  is  not  afliamedtd 
ftrve  the  Lord.  Belaid  myfervanty  whSm  I  upf 
hold;  mine  eleCiy  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth,  lia. 
xlii.  I;  . 

2.  Angels. jotn.in ferving  the  Lord  ;  hence  the 
angel  took  occafion  to  prevcht  Johri?s  worfliip- 
ping  of  him)  Rev.  xix.  10.  See  thou  do  it  not  ;•  / 
am  thy  felhwfervant^  and  of  thy  brethren  that 
f^ave  the  teflimony  of  Jefus. 

3.  The  faints,  the  excellent  ones  of.the  earth, 

ate 
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dre  jdihcd  in  this  work..  All  the  gotjeral  aflimbly 
and  church  of  the  firfl-bqin,.  wHoie  names  are 
ivtitosn  in  heaven  t  fa  that  we  (ke^  4s. the  work  is 
p)«a(]bg»  fi>  thei<^ety  is  very  ei^gagiQg. 
.  -  VL  But  if  yc  fey^  What  xcwafd  may  w^  loc* 
fiDr>  .1  anlwejr^  though  there  ij^cre  Ho  ipeward, 
what  is  faid  is  enough  :  but  yet  we  fay/  . 
;  ; I.  There  is  a  reward,  Pfilm^ix.  Il,  ^n^k 
tkat  comes  toGcdmufi  believe  that  h^  is,  and  thai 
he  is  a  rewdrdeK  of  tfy/nn  thaf  diligently  feek  )mh 
Hd>;.xi.  6.  .  : 

2,  Thi$  is  a  ♦iiIrc.re^Vard;.  Tit*  1.  2,  In  hope  rf 
tternat  life,  yirhichG^d  that  canmt  lie  pr^mifd 
kfore^he-worU-'was,-  . 

\\.  3.  rit  is  a  doi^Ue  reward>  it  is  eteroal,  and yft 
Maeive  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  iliaii:tn»  who 
fti?/e  God  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly 
fear,  Heb.  xiL  ^i}. 

'  4. .  So  great  a  reward  it  is,  that  eye  hat  mifien, 
ear  has  not  heard,  it  ias  rnt  entered  hftf^  the  heart 
afman  to'concave'f  i  Car.  ii.  9,  In  ke^pv^g  them 
there  is  great  reviard,  Pfiil.  ;ilx.  X  !•  Upon  the 
wbolfi'  we  condtdev  that  whatever  ye  ca^  defire? 
ye  hayehere, :  for^youR  encouragetnent,  .0  ip^der 
l^at,  good,  ^nd  Cilthftd.;  (ufficWt  i^carityof 
acceptance,  the  terms  reafgaatle,.  the  work  de- 
firabk,  the  company  incomparable^  an^  the  re- 
ward great  and\inva:ii>g.     4 

Bvrt'may  fojnfi.%^  *^  We  fear  th«  fircafenefs 
^'  of  the  way,  ye  oblige  \x%  to  an  intolerable  ftrift- 
V  »ne(i'and  rigait)ufii5s  in  our.wdlk.'*  We  an- 
fwer,  *    . 

•  f.  Tbe  way  of  God  is  indeed  ftrjft,  a^ndwc 
can  make  no  i^Uo\yapce  for  you  to  iodojge*^  any 
luft,  not  fo  much  as  to  bow  Ia  the  kaufe  (^IUib* 

2.  If 

Digitized  by  L3OOQIC 


J?art  m  ^   Tie  CbrijlUn^s  ^tify.        ^15  . 

a.-  If  Ai^  affiight  yoa,  truly  we  muft  'fiy^  tlittt 
all  is  not  right,  the  heart  is  not  changed  ;  for 
Avhea  once  this  is  done^  the  difHcuky  16  Jdver 
here.    But, 

O  then,  I  fear,  (ays  the  (bul,  that  I  (hail  not >g#c 
4a  perverfe  heart -kept  in  riiis  fwaet  teiy,  \vhich  is 
indeed  a  lyay  of  peace -and  pleafantn^sr.'  AsA 
therefore,  ,  - 

3;  Ye  muft  look  to  God,  that  he  may  take  a* 
•way  die  heart  of  ftone,  give  you  a  heart  to-fitft, 
him  y  for  there  is  a  necdfity  for  it,  that  the  tree 
■be  good,  and  then  the  fruit  will  be  (b,  and  never 
till  then.     But, 

4.  It  may  be,  the  ftri(kne(s  you  &ar  is'  not  red 
feut  imagii^aiy ;  as,  ^  ,1 

.(i.)>ltinay  be,  ye  ioiagine,  it  will  not  dlow 
you  to  be  joyful :  but  this  is  a  fend  vain  dHtrfion. 
Religipn  give$  a  man  the  n^oft  folid  ^ound  of  joy ; 
k  gives  him  allowance  Co  rejmce,  it  direQs  hour 
to  inAke  joy  run  in  the  right  channel>  which  makes 
it  double,  and  then  it  {uper*adds  a  commahd, 
Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  i-  and  again^*  ^'^!b 
r^V/c^,  Phil.  iv.  4.  •       ^•^>  'i 

(2.)  Itjnay  be,'ye  thinks  it  wiU  not  aUw^dit 
tiie  ^j&  of  lawful  comforts  ;  but  this  is.  a  n/iafti  ifil^ 
ftak^s :  it  will  not  ^low  you  ta  abu(e  dienk  ;r  but 
it  bids  you  v&  them,  Eat  thy  bread  wiibjofy  ^hH 
drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry  hearty  fo>  God*n9W 
accepteth  thy  works y  lays  the  wife  man,  Eccl.  hO.  7. 

<3.>  You  (oipeA  it  will  not  allow  you  toixt  ci- 
vil, and  well  bred.  This  is  a  Ihamelefs  tnifiaket 
true  religion  makes  men  the  moft  pleafant  com* 
pany  inr  the  world ;  it  makes  them  gentle,  xneek,* 
^aUe,nbt  iboA  ^ngry,loth  to  give  offence,  carev 
iful  tQ  pleafe  all  men  in  ail  tilings  lawful,- /ills  their 

heart 
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-he»rt*.with  love^  and  makes  them  edifying  in. their 

But  again,  may^ycfey,  "  Iwill  never  be  able 

**  for  this  (ervice,  it  is  too  great,  a  work  for  me," 
I  anfw^r, 

'-i:-  It  is  truly  feid,  ye: can  do  nothing.  WithoiA 
lms%  fay$.Chrift,  ye'  ^im  do  notbmgt  John  xv.  5. 
Aybut, 

•  2^.  It  Jsfaid  tono  purpofe,  unlefeye  ftymorc, 
^iz.  r  That  the  Lord  cannpt  make  you  able  *;  if  ye 
-b«j willing,'  the  Lord^will  make  you  able.    • 

,  /3>i  Kod  15  able  ttvftrengthen  you  with  all  plight 
according  to  the  glorious  working  of  his  mighty 
fowmy*  whereby  be  is  able  to  fiibdue  all  things 
to  himfelf,  toperfeft  ftrength  in  weakncfs,  and  to 
m^lie  the  weak  as  David/ and  David  as  an  angel 
of  (?dd.  .    . 

:  -Now,  upon  the  whde,  to  reaflumc  my  exhor- 
tation, My  fiiends,  in  the  bowels  of  our  Lord 
Jeiii»>  we  obteft  you.  this  day,  com|)}y  with  our 
^xboftatton,  Serve  the-Lordy  and  chufi  hitnihis 
itty  /.  and  if  not  t(^Il  me.  All  things  are  fair,  the 
iervlce,  the  maftcr,  the  terms,  the  reward ;  and 
if  yerhave  a  mind  to  (ei-ve,  there  is  nothing  can 
come  in  vour  oScr  like- this.  This  is  what  we 
fcek>  God  is  our  witacft,  ^it  is  not  yours  bui  you. 
Throvgh  his  grace  were  we  furc  to  carry  this,  we 
would  have  it  at  any  rate  •,  and  nothing  will  plea(e 
bur  this.  And  now.  if  ye  refufe,  we  take  (5od 
to  record  againd  you,  that  ye  have  had  a  fair  of> 
hr,  and  have  fit  it.  .. 

Thus  far  for  the  firft  doftrine. 

We  come  jiow  to  the  fecond,  which  yon  may 
take. thus,  to  be  fc-inewhat  more  clear  than  in  the 
firft  propofal  of  it.    ..* 

.  .  Doft. 
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Dofi:.  Such  as,Aay€  any  true  and fincere  regard 

unto  the  Lord,  iind  his  fervicCy  *will  maj^e 

.    their  own  religitntj  orperf^nal  reliffon^  their 

^   fi^ft^  ^nd  mam  care.     Bpt  as  for  me,  etc^ 

firftm^,  and  then  my  Ac/^. 

Ifty,-  they  will  make  it  their  firft  care,  they  will 
fcegin  with  it.  Before  they  look  ^V^at  others  are 
doing,  they  will  firft  obferve  how  all  is  with  them- 
(elves. ,  Again,*  they  will  make  it  their  main  care* 
TThey  will  be  concerned  mainly,  and  nioft  deep- 
ly,' that  they  themfelves  be  well  ftated  with  re- 
Ipeft  unto  the  Lord,  apd  his  fervicc :  but  we  do 
ftot  fay,  that  they  will  make  it  their  only  concerh. 
Kay,  they  will  be  deeply  concerned  with  the 
ilate  of  th^ir  families,,  and  with  the  ftate  of  the 
tharch ;  but  they  will  begin  here  at  home,  and  look 
how  they  in  their  Own  fervicc  arc  flated.  We  fay, 
they  will  make  theirown  religion, or  pcrfbnal  religi- 
on, their  firfl  and  main  care.  When  we  fpeak  of  their 
ownfervice,  or  perfbnal  religion.  We  call  itfbto  di- 
ftinguifh  it  from  fehiily  religion, '  and  from  the 
yet  more  publiq  fervice  of  God  ih  our  church  af^ 
lemblies.  We.  fhaU  not  fpend  time  in  proving 
this  truth.  What  we  offer  when  we  come  to  xht 
rcafbnsofthe  doftrine,  will  fufliciently  confirm 
It.  Now  then,  in  difcourUng  this  truth,  wefhall 
Ihortly, 

I.  Tell  you  what  it  is  in  their  own  religion, 
or  in  their  own  (erviiig  of  the  Lord,  that  fuch  ad 
have  a  fincere  regard  unto  him  and  his  fervicc, 
arc  fi  fl  and  mainly  concerned  about* 

II.  We  (hall  offer  you  fbme  reafbns  of  the  do* 
ftrine,  and  (hew  you  why  they  are  firft  and  main* 
ly  concerned  about  their  own  religion. 

"We  begin  with  the  m         ^ 

Dd  x^     L  And 
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L  AvAzm(A]%  otber  things^  fushv «  ace  truly 
fincere>  and  b«re  any  reai^  cqucku  fax  the  Lord 
ahdhis'  £mi^,  th«y  witl  b&dee^y  osmceEAttd^ 

1 .  About  the  reaiky  of  thein  engagswelk^  in  the 
Lord's  (ervice :  a  queftson  it  will  be  diat  mqII  ly 
very  near,,  and  he  much  upon  the  heart  of  every 
pne  Mfh<5  x§  truly  in  earneft  iH  this  matter,  Am  I 
yet  entered' in  the  Lord'is  ferv&e  T  H^ve  I'accepteJ 
hVm  upon  hVs  b\vh  terms,,  as  niy  tbrd  and  IVfefter  t 
Have  t  yet  felt  that  powerfiil  mfltiehce  of  the  Ho- 
ly Glidft,  without  which  lione"  can  in  fincerity 
fay,  that  Jejus  is  tie  Lordy  t  Cor.  xh.  3.. 

This  is  the  foundation  oJFdT,  for  if  we  be  not 
in  very  deed  his  (eivants,  in  vain  took  we  for  his 
fervants  allowance,  their  acceptance  in,  or  their  re- 
ward for  their  work.  This,  rfiy,  is  the  foundktton, 
and  therefore  the  wile  bmlder  he  will  l^y  it  fiire- 
ly,  hewilldigd'eep,  Lukevi.  48.  that  is,  he  will 
nie  his  befl  and  nioft  vigorous  endeavours  to  re- 
move and  take  put  of  the  way  the  rubbilh,  that 
intervenes,  betwixt  hlnr  and  the  rock;  and  he  will' 
Be  fure  to  (ce  it,'  and  fee  that  his  foundation  be  \^\i 
exaflly  on  the  rock.  iThi^  Is  the  firfl"  and  great 
(Concern  of  ^  a  fincere  foul,  that  they  be'  liot  de- 
ceiving themfelves,.  but  that  they  be  really  engag- 
ed in  the  Lord's  lervice. 

2.  Sincere  fouls  will  be  deeply  concerned  abotit 
the  jfeundpefs  of  iheir  hearts  in  the  way  of  the 
l^ord.  No  heart  can.  be  (bund  in  the  way  of  the 
Lord  that  is  not  renewed  ;  and  therefore  this  wiff 
be  the  care  oreveiy  one  who  has.  any  r^al  regard 
iwito  \ht  Lord,  or  his  fervice,  that  they  have  a 
heart  to  fear  and  (erve  the  Lord,  according  aS 
the  Lord  has  promjled  unto  his  people,  tzek. 
xi.  10,  20.  And  which  we  find  the  feittfs  car- 
ncftly  graying  for,  as  being  ufnd^r  die  gfeareft 
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conccrh  to  liavc  It.  Pfal.  cxix.  8p.   Lef^  fays  the 
godly  pftl  mill,  fny  heart  he  found  In  thy  flaiutety 
that  1  be  not  ajhamed.    And  no  wonder  though 
rhey  bc'brought  under  ^  deep  concern  a«  to  this, 
fince  the  Lord,  who  learches  the  heart,  hath  frc- 
^dndy  milled  and  quarrelled  the  want  of  this,'  un- 
der the  faireft  pretences,  nay>  and  the  moft  finccr'c. 
chgagemcnls ;  I  fay,  fihcere  as  to  any  thing  dil* 
cemed,  either  by  thfe  perforis  thcmfdve?,  or  on- 
lookers, as  vf^  find,  Deut,  v.  27,  29.    The  peo- 
ple in  the  27th  verle,    engage  Eiiriy  to  {crve.  tl>G 
Lord :  and  we  have  00  reafon  to  doubt  th^Ir  be- 
mg  (b  fir  ingenuous,  that  they  really  meant  what 
they  (aid.     Sliy  they  to  Mofes,  Cq  thou  near  and 
heay-  ail  that  fhe  Lord  our  G^d  JhalVfay  i  '  and 
J^cak  thou  ufito  us  all  that  the  Lord  our  Codjhatl 
fjpeak  unto  thecj  and  v/e  will  hear  if  and  do  it. 
A  Mx  engagemejit  I   Bur,  ah  I  there  is  a  lament- 
able want.    A  Ibund  heart  is  wanting,    and  that 
will  IpoH  all.   This,  I  verily  believe,  thfey  under* 
ftood  not.     IMofcs  Icarce  underftood  ;    ay,   but 
God  mifles  it,  Ver.  2^.  They  have  'well /aid  all 
that  they  have^oHen^     0  that  there  were  fuch  a 
heart  in  them)  that  they  would  fear  mej  and  fieef 
all  my  cornmandmenis  always^   that  it  might  be 
XV  ell  with  thepiy  and^wfth  their  children  for  ever! 
Some  of  you  think,  and  lome  of  you  will  not  ftond 
o  Cay  it,  whatever  faults  be  iii  their  praf>ice,  yet, 
>lefled  be  God,  ye  have  good  hearts  to  God.     O 
lellifh  delufioa!  He  th?it  thinks  his  heart  is ^ood^ 
s  blindfolded  by  the  devil,.'  and  has  a  heart  nw 
)etter  than  the  devil's  ;  fur  the  hearty  by  the  tc- 
tifTiOoy  of  God,  isaedeitful  aRove  all  things^  and, 
^ejperately  wicked  J  ^^T.^-^W.  g, 

3.  Such  as  hav^  any  tWng  of  a  real  regard  un- 

:>  the  Lord's  fe'rVice,   they  wiH  "be  mightily  con* 
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cerned  about  the  finglencG  oFtJieir  eye. .  Of  how 
great  momeht  this  is  our  Lord  telj$  u§,   Matth. 
yi.  22,  23;    'Our  Lord,  in  the  preceeding,  part  of 
the  chapter,   had  been,  direftuig  them  to'  "whom 
he  preached,  as  to  the  ends  they  (hould  have: 
he  tells  them,  that  felf  fhould  not  be  their  end  in 
their  prayers  and  faftings  ;  and  their  end  fhould 
tiot  be  to  amafs^efirthly  treafure  and  riches,  but 
that  it  (hpuld  be  God's  glory,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  him,  which  is  heavenly  trealure  .indeed ;   and 
here  he  teaches  the  importance  of  being  right^as 
to  the  end.     Firft,  plainiy,  verfe  21.     And  Se- 
coddly,  by  this  fimilitude^  verfe  22.  wherein  he 
compares  the   main  end,  or  the,  fold's  intenti- 
on, unto  the  eye  of  the  body,    and  fhcws  that 
the  direftion  of  the  whole  life,    and  rcftitude 
of  all  theaftioiis  of  life,    depend  upon  the  fin- 
cerity  and  reftitucje  of  the  end,    as  a  direction 
of  the  whole  body  doth  upon  the  fincerity  and 
finglenefs,  and  clearncfe  of  the  bodily  eye.    No 
wonder  then,  that  fuch.as  are  in  earneft  about  thA 
fervice  of  the  Lord,  be  concerned  about  this,  HnX- 
the  whole  depends  upon  it.     A  fquint.lobk  as  tj' 
the  end  will  quite  (poilj   and  render  altogether 
ulelels,  the  moft  fair  and  (pecious  performances. 
Take  hcedy  (ays  bleffed  Jefus,.  in  th?  firft  verfe  of 
this  (ame  chapter,  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before 
men,  tobe  feen  of^hetn:   otherwife  ye  have,  no 
reward  of  your  father  which  is  in  heaven.    Ma- 
ny of  you  multiply  duties,  but,  Cod  knows,  few 
look  to  their  own  ends  and  aijn  in  duties.    But 
,  take  heed  ;   ye  fee,  a  fquint  look  to  the  applaufe 
of  men,  will  make  all  to  no  j5ufpo{e. 
.   •■    4.   Sincere.' fouls  will  make 'it  their  finft  and 
great  care,  that,   in  their  ferving  of  the  Lord, 
they  have  a  fafe  rule,  as  well  as  a  Cngle  eye. 
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MCJch  labour  may  be  loft  to  rio^  pdrpofe,  if  this 
be  nptJooked  to.  And. hence  it  is,  we  find  the 
faints  'in  fcnpture  mightily  concerned  about  this, 
and  looking,  ^nd  that  defervedly,  on  the  word  as  a 
light  unto  their  fetty  and  a  lamp  unto  their  paths: 
ind  hence  are  they  moft  earneft  for  inftruftion  in 
the  word,  as  the  only  ftre  and  fife  rule,  direft- 
ing  us  how  we  (hould  lerve  the  Lord,  flow  ear- 
neftly  and  how  frequently  does  the  p(almift  prels 
Ihis  defire,  in  that  cxix.'  Pfalm  throughout  ?  where- 
ini  we  have  the  mighty  concern  of  the  pfalmifl, 
About  the  rule,  clearly  evidenced  ;  and  ho  won- 
der, fince  the  Lord  may  juftly  fend  us  both  for 
dur'fuftenance  ih  working,  and  our  reward  for 
it  when  it  is  is  done,  to^  thofe  who  preferibed  us 
our  work ;  for  (urely,  to  ferve  the  Lord,  is  to  do  • 
whatever  he  conimands  us.  We  may  not  add  un- 
to the  word  which  be  commands  us ;  from  this  wc 
are  boundlip  by  an  cxprefi  prohibition,  Deut.iv.  ^ 
*  5.  Such  as  are  indeed  fincere,  will'  be,'  in  the 
ilrft  place,  and  principally,  concerned  about  the 
diligence  of  their  hand  in  the  work  of  the  Lordi 
What  our  hand  finds  to  do,  we  are  to  do  it  with 
dur  might ;  and  he  is  Cur^d  with  a  curfe  that  doth 
rii'e  work  of  the  Lord  flothfijlly.  Much  therefore 
K  It  ujpon  his  foul  to  evite,  and  how  he  may  cvire 
thatxurfe,  Jer.xlviii.  10.  Curfidhehe  that  doth  the 
ijotk^f  the  Lord detiitfuHyy  or,  negligently y  as  the' 
Voi^  !S  rcndred  in  the  margin  of fome  of  our  Bibles. 
''[6\  To  add-no  more,  they  will  be  much  con- 
cerned about  their  acceptance,  and  their  pleafing 
liim  who  hath  called  them  to  his  fervice.  If  God 
accept,  then'  all  is  well  with  them ;  and  if  he  re^ 
jeft,  then  nothing  can  corapeplate  the  lofs  thejf 
.  hSveb;^  his  hiding  :  and  the'refore  they  lay  afide 
all  iritahglemedts/'that'they  may*plcafe  him  whb 
Dd  3  hath 
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hath  6ho(en  them  to  be  his  £ddiec8  aiid.^crvant^ 
2  Tirp.  ii.  4. 
Thus  have  we  performed  wha^  we  pipnaii(ed  in 

the  6rfl  place,  and  have  ihew^d  you  what  k  is  ia^ 
their  own  fervicepf  God,  or  in  their  perfoofrfreligi- 
OB,  that  gfits  the  £rft  and  chief  room  in  the^car^  m4 
concei:n  of  ^he  LorH's  people  :  and  it  is  the. n^a- 
ilty  of  their  cngagwaent,  the  fi>pndne^sof  their 
heart,  the  finglcnefe  o^  their  eye,  thediHgeDceof 
-  their  handy  the  Afety  of  their  rule,  and  finallyt 
their  acceptence  in  it,  ^^br^  they  look  to  other 
things^  they  firft  look  to  tbi^,  and  tbi^  is  iirjft  io 
their  thoiights  and  concern.     We  are  now,. 

'II.  To  (hew  the  ri(e  of  this  jconcem,  and  to. 
tell  yoa  why  (uch  as  have  any  Hncerc  negard  unto 
the  Lord  Qr  his  lervice,  make  their  own  religion 
their  fi;il  and  main  concern.  Now,  ofthis^we 
may  take  the  following  reaibns. 

1.  They  will  do  it,  becaute  the  command  of 
Cod  has  ai  firft  and  prlndpal  reipeA  unto  our  own 
religion,  perfbnal  religion*  The  commands  are 
djre6:e.d  to  particular  peribns^  T^JhaJl  have  m 
9ther  god^  kef  ore  me ;  Thou  JhaH  not  make  graven 
images  s  Remember  thm  the  Sabhath-day*  And 
not  only  fo,  hut  their  firft  look  is  to  what  coo^ 
ccrns  thele  particular  perlbns  immediately :  \l  firft 
binds  thee  a€  to  thine  own  practice,  and  then  calls 
thee  to  regard  it  with  refpeftto  other<s ;  Thou/bak 
nbt  make  uuta  thc€  my  graven  imagfs;  and  fij^ 
XhoH  ttri  to  remember  the  SaUati,  and  then  to 
look  that  thyfervant  and  ftrangerdofe.  We 
Wft  begin  at  h6me,  caft  out  the  beam  out  of 
our  ovm  eye,  before  we  lo^k  to  the  mole  in  our 
neighbour's, 

2.  Suck  as  tilt  fineere,  will  look  firft  and  itom- 
ly  to  their  own  JelJgiOAy  bec^ufe  it  is  doubly  im- 

portanr, 
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ponm^f  inajsortant  in  it{el£  and  important  be- 
caule  wkhput  it  w^  are  npt  in  a^apax:ity  to  (erve 
AieLor49  cither  in  bur  ftmilies,  or  in  the  jwblic. 
If  ihe  tree  h^  not  jnade  good,  none  of  the  fruit 
can  be  good.  If  we  be  not  .really  the  Lord's  fer- 
vants,  u  our  hearts  t>e  not  (bund,  our  eye^fingle, 
and  pur  hand  diligent  Jin  our  o\yn  per&naland 
private  work,  wsQk^  and  way,  'tis  utterly  impoh 
aible  we  ihould  be  fb  in  the  more,  f^oblic  dvitie^  of 
leljgioa. 

3.  They  wUl  be,  and  are£rft  and  prinGipally 
^concerned  about  their  own  religion,  becaufe  a  due 
concern  about,  our  own  religion  is,  if  not  tlie 
flpring,  yet  one  of  the  principal  inducements  uji- 
to,  and  efiei^ual  means  for  engaging  to  vigour 
and  diligjence  in  the  cither  more  public  dpties  of 
religion  4  yea,  io  nece/Tary  is  thte  conneftion  be- 
twixt diligence  in  this  an4  in  the  other,  that  pu- 
blic religion  riies  and  falls,  ebbs  and.  flows,  abate? 
and  incFeaies,  accordingly  as  our  perlonal  religion 
rjfes  or  fells.  When  faints  are  in  a  .good  cafe^ 
!sion  wUi  be  much  upon  their  hearts^ 

4.  The  truly  fmcere  will  make  their  own  reli- 
gion their  firft  snd  main  concern,  becaufe  it  lies 
fueik  within  thSeir  own  reach.  We  cannot  get 
our  families,  congregations,  and  far  lefs  churches^ 
as  we  would  have  them  ;  but  what  we  may  thro* 
grace  reach^  that  we  are  dbliged  not  to  want. 
Though  Jofhua  cannot  get  ajl  Ifrael  engaged  in 
theicrvice  of  the  Lord,  yet  himfclf  he  may ;  and 
xhercfbre,  what  his  hand  finds  to  do,  what  he 
;nay  be  able  through  grace  to  go  through,  is  that 
he  is  engaged  to  do,  and  to  do  it  with  his  might, 
£cd.  ix.  10. 

.  5.  Sincere  fouls  will  make  their  own  religion 
their  iirft  concern^  becaufe,  upon  their  fucceis  in 
D  d  4  this, 

( 
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this,  they  have  the  greateft  venture.  David, 
though  his  houle  be  not  (b  with  God,  if  he  him- 
Sd(  be  right,  may  have  peace.  Minifters,  who 
have  been  faithtul,  rriay,  through  grace,  have 
peace,  though  Ifraef  be  not  gathered.  But  there 
is  an  indifpenfable  neceflity  that  we  ourielves  be 
•  perlqnally  religious  ;  without  holinejs  no  man /ball 
fee  the  Lordy  Heb,  xii.  14, 

6.  I  may  add,  fincere  Ibuls  will  begin  with,  and 
Jay  out  their  riiain  concern  about  perfonal  religi- 
on, becaufe.  the  footfteps  of  the  flock  lead  this 
tvay.  And  we  are  bid,  when  in  fearch  after  the 
Lord,  go  our  w^ys  pqt  by  the  footfteps  of  the 
flock ;  Now,  we  may  fee  others  who  have  gone 
.before,  and  who  through  feith  and  patience  have 
inheritied  the  proraifes,  taking  this  way»  So  we 
|ind  Joftiua  doth,  fi>  we  find  David  relblved  to 
do,  Pfal,  ci.  2.  where fi'ft  he  refelves  upon  a  pcr- 
fcft  heart,  and  then  a  perfeft  way,  and~then  to  go 
to  what  was  more  public  An4  Uius  much  for  the 
doftrinal  part. 
.  We  come  now  to  make  Ibme  application*    ' 

I.  Ufe;     Of  Information^ 

Is  it  fb,  thit  fuch  as  have  any  fincere  r^ard  to 
the  fervice  of  the  Lord,  begin  at  their  own  reli- 
gion ?    Then, 

Firfty  We  may  conclude  it  a  dangerous  per- 
verting of  the  orderinjoined  by  the  Lord,  and  fbl- 
lowed  by  his  people,  to  begin  with  a  concern  a* 
bout  the  public,  Some  there  are,  and  not  a  few 
there  have  been,  who  Tjave  lived  either  profane- 
ly, or  at  beft  in  an  eftrangement  fi-om  the  power 
of  religion,  who,  all  of  a  fuddep,  either  fi-om 
openly  profene,  catelefs  Gallio's,  or  dead  and  lazy 
^gxmaiifts,  turn  mighty  zealots,  anjd,  Jehu-likc, 
•    •  out' 
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out-run  Others  in  a  mighty  <:bncern  for  the  pbblk, 
taxing  all  that  is  amifs  (everdy  :  *bujt  none  knew 
how  they  came  by  it,  they  were  never  exerciied 
about  thvir  own  (buls.  This  is  a  perverfe  me- 
thod, and  Satan  is  here,  though  clothed  as  an  an- 
gel of  light.     And  this  is  exceedingly  dangerous^  ' 

1.  To  the  perfbn  hirhftlf;  becaufe,  <i.)  it 
mightily  ftrengthens  him  in  a  proud  and  vain  con- 
ceit of  himfelf  v'hile  he  fees  not  what  is  at  home^ 
but  only  fees  himfclf  abroad,  where  he  riins  be- 
fore others  :  and  furely  growth  in  pride  is  growth 
in  all  fin.  God  gives  grace  to  the  humble  ;  and 
if  fo,  Jure  I  am,  the  proud  advance  in  gracelef- 
nefs,  and  fm  gathers  ftrength.  Again,  (2.).  It  is 
dangerous  to  the  perfons,  becaufe  this  runs  tbem 
comraonly  to  fuch  heights,  that  they  can  neither 
go  forward,  nor  ftand  the  ground  they  come  to ; 
and  dierefore  they  muft  fall,  and  fbme  of  them 
fall  into  utter  ruin,  make  fhipwreck  of  faith  and  of 
^  good  confcience,  and  are  16ft  for  ever. 

2.  It  is  dangerous  to  the  caufe  they  e(pou(c^ 
for,  (i.)  They  take  wrong  means  ;  and  the  more 
we  tamper  with  improper  means,  ftill  the  worfe, 
and  the  further  we  are  from  our' end.  (2.)  Their 
cadi's  not  right  laid,  their  views  not  fingle  j  and 
this,  with  the  wrong  fte))s  they  take  in  the  way, 
is  found  really  to  do  religiofi  more  diflervice,  than 
ever  their  forwardnels  did  it  fervice. 

3.  It  is  dahgerous  to  thofe  wh.o  embark  with 
them  in  the  (ame'work :  for,  ( i .)  It  ftts  them  off 
from  the- true  way  of  reaching' the  moft  excellent 
aims.  (2.)  It  lays  th^ra  open  to  a  hazard  of  apo* 
ftacy,  and  felling,  when  their  leaders  fall.  Be- 
ivare  therefore  pf  perverting  the  Lord's  order. 

.  Secondly,  We  way  draw.this  conclufion  fi-om  the 
4oCtnn^,  Tbat  all  concern  about  the  .puH/c,  that 

takes 
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tajces  off  from  a  concern  about  wr  qwq  IbidSi  in 
^tke  firft  and  principal  place,  i$  dac^ous  and  td 
%>e  fbi^eftcd.  It  is  dangerous  .tp  ipend  all  our 
thnc,  und  talk,  and  thoughts  at\^\kt  others,  while 
^c  arc  .carekfe  aibout  our'felves. 

mrSly^  It  is  a  dangerous  and  terrible  iflue  ofl 
texercHe  about  pur  own  fouls,  to  lofe  it  quite,  b^! 
*fore  any  real  out^ate  be  got  la  the  liOr4'9wdinji-< 
ry  way,  in  a  great  deal,  a  flood  pf  concern  about 
^e  public :  and  thi»  is  the  iflfue  of  fome  exercifes 
at  this  time.  Some  are  for  a  while  fomewbat  coa- 
•cerned  about  their  own  fouls ;  but  all  of  ^  iWdea 
this  wcais  off,  we  cannot  tell  bow,  and  prcfeatly 
there  is  nothing  but  zeal  about  the  public.  TVc 
are  obliged  to  fpeak  of  this,  upon  a  double  account, 

f  •  To  present  the  offence,  and  guard  jigainft 
the  evil  that  the  falls  of  (uch  perlpn?  may  do  and 
-Igive  to  fuch  as  are  kfs  eAablifhed  in  the  I/ycI's 
.-way.    And, 

•  2.  To  guard  people  againfl  a  dangerous  mi- 
ftjike,  which  is  really  daag^rou$,  becauft  it  is  a 
iTliflahe^  and  a  miflake  in  a  matter  $»f  viery  hlgli 
concernment,  and  moft  of  all  b^Bcaufe  it  is  fuch  a 
niiftake,  io  well  maflced  with  a  white  va|^  ibat  it 
is  hard  to  difcern  it. 

fcurthly^  y^^e  may  draw  ttus  condufion*  That 
foch  of  you  as  were  ocver  conccrncsd  about  your 
own  religion,  and  that  to  fome  purpofij,  whatever 
ye  think  of  yourielvcs,  or  whatever  others  may 
think  of  you,  ye  never  i^ruck  a  fair  ftrokc  abom 
the  public  t  rf  ye  have  done  any  thing  thcrcu  y< 
have  begun  at  the  wrong  end,  and  ye  have  no 
reafon  to  expert  acceptance  at  the  Lord's  hani' 

.11.  XJfe  is  for  Trial. 

Is  it  fo,  that  l^icrh  who  have  any  fiocerp  n^ri 

to 
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Digitized  by  CjOOQiG 


to  relipiM^  toiioi,  whU  tienonr  wnA  -feywcv 
do  make  tkfiir  own  f cii|^oa  their  firft  amt  grptt 
concern  ?  tbcni  finwly  wf  4re  aU  oc«uwrned  m  trji^ 
^iiiietber  \Re49  wake  our  c^wq  rt ligbft  cur  £rft 
ftcbd  grott  ooMern.  If  wedo  wt^  #Ka£iiidy^R« 
ftKiiiugiil;  tod«bere£n«it  isof  theliigheftaaKp 
portance  te  us,  to  he  tskthitd  u  <o  ^s,  and  to 
be  dittnA  in  our  thoogbts;  about  tt.  Novt^  that'wc 
may  fome  way  hel^  you  here,  we  ihatl  e»tcr  u)>oai 
«  fearch  fix  this  concent  tW  we  may  kiiow^Nliei- 
ther  really  vw  fcaye  been  uMier  any  coneem  a^ 
bout  our  own  fdigk^A^  yea  or  not.  Now^  paft 
aU  {)Qfa(ibeotttrey  if  wo  be  indeed  cocoemcd 
abcHit  our  tdipon,  diiia  will  be  ibuad  in  our 
Uxougbai^  m  our  aiSbf^toi^Sy  in -our  words,  and  in 
our  actions;  and  therefore  in  aU  the&  we  fhaU^ 
feardu  Ibr  it.      , 

I.  We  fiiy,  If  ye,  be  concerned  aboitt  your  owaa 
religio2t>  th^n  ftrely  this  concern  will  a^ear  in 
your  thoughts  about  it.  And  we  (haU  therefore 
put  a  few  ferjous  cyieftiom  to  yMV  with  rcfjpcA  on* 
to  your  own  thoi^hts.    And, 

t .  Have  ye  any  thoughts  about  what  concerns 
your  owii  rdtg}<>n  ?  Some  of  you,  1  fear^  dare 
fcarce  fiiy,  that  ever  ye  think  about  God  or  Ws 
(erjrice^  few  oniy  when  ye  are  in  the  church,  hear* 
ing  the  miniiler  ip«ak  about  fiich  things;  nay,  I 
fear,  chat  not  a  few  ofy^u  do  firarceeven  thentbiok 
about  your  own  religion.  Da  not  manf  of  you 
allow  your  thoughts  to  rove,  yc  know  not  where  j 
or^  if  ye  UAen  to  what  is  &id^  ye  sif^  nothmg 
of  ft ;  ^  if  ye  do,  it  is  only  to  other«?  Is  h  ndi 
thus  with  many  eSf  you  ?  Wdl^  1  affure  you,  ye 
have  ao  reli^QCij^  iu»r  have  ye  any  concern  iaboot 
religion  :  the  wicked  afheift^s  cfaanufter  is  younSi 
God  is  mt  ifi  all  its  fk»ughts^  Ciklm  s.  4.    if  ^ 

think 
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jThinkliot.  of  relJgidn,  of  your  otvn' religion,  not 
obly  whcnatt^i^ng  orditianc5es,a3Ut  alio  at  other 
jdmes,  ye  have  no  concern  about  it. 

2.  Though  your  thoughts  be  feme  way  and 
ibmetimes  employed  about  this;  yetye  may  have 
ixoifuch  concern  as  that  which  we  enquire  after ;  and 

^  therefore  we  pofe  you  in  the  next  place,  Do  your 
thoughts  run  naturally,  and,  as  it  were,  of  their 
own  accord  in  this  channel  ?     Some  people  think 
about  their  fouls,  and  the-concems  of  their  own 
ialvatlon,  but  never  fave  whtfn  they  are  compel- 
le4  to  it ;  but  (brely  this  (peaks  them  not  fiiitably 
concerned  about  it.     What  a  man  is  concerned 
nbout,  lys  mind  rons  to  it,  as  it  were,  wilhout 
bidding.  Ye  are  many  6f  you  concerned  about  the 
things  of  the  world  ;  well,  if  ye  have  a  bargain  of 
any  moment  which  you  are  concerned  about,  ye 
wilt  not  need  to  forceytwr  thoughts  towards  that; 
nay,.  Matth.  vi.  21.   Where  the  treafure  is,  there 
tie  heart  tvillbe,  and  therefore  th^  thoughts  will 
run  that  way ;  nay,  they  will  run  pver  the  fefeUy 
of  ail  impediments. "  Is  it  fo  about  your  religion  f 
do  3ronr  thoughts  ftill  run  thither  ?   J(f  if  be  not 
fo,   then  furely  ye  ^Have  no  concern  about  your 
own  religion.    He  that  never  thinks  about  his 
own  reUgion,  is  never  poring  in  his  thoughts, 
lave  when  driven  to  it,  to  know  how  matters  are 
Willi '  him, .  whether  he  be  a  ftrvant  of  God  or  no, 
I  *ar  not  to  fay/  he  Is  none,  and  is  not  con* 
cemed'to  be  one. 

3,  Do  yoOr  thoughts  dwell  upon  this  ?  Is  the 
reality  of  your  own  engagement  in  the  Lord's 'fer- 
vice,  the  foundnefs  of  your  heart,  flnglenefe  of 

r  your  eye,  tf/c.  the  fiibjeft  to  which  not  only  your 
minds  run  haturally,  as  it  werfe,  and  of  its  own 
accord,  but  alfo  that  which  your  thoughts  fix  on  ? 

As 

s 
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As  our  mipds  do  readUy;  mn  r  to  'the  daoi^kts  of 
that  whereabout  we  are  conqemcd,  ,fo  they  arc 
flrongly  inclined  to -fix  there,  apd  ^e  mind  loves 
tO;exercire  its  thoughts  about  diat^  I(a.  xxvi.*  3^ 
nrhe  mind  or  thought  is  ftay^d  upon  God.  The 
man  that  trufts  in  ^e  Lord,  wiU  delirc  to  have, 
his  thoughts  thus  flayed.  Is  it  G>  with  you  I  If 
It  be  not  fo  ii^  ibme  meafure,  then  truly  youjbavo 
Tcafon  to  think  that  ye  have  inever  btoi  in  earneft  • 
concerned  about  your  own  religion. 

Obje£l..  But, here  may  ibme  poor  exerclied  fbul^ 
lay^  "  Now  indeed  ye  have. found  me;  for  I; 
**  could  never  aJil  my  day;s  get  my  thou^te  fixed 
**  upon  any  thing  that^is,  good ;  ftUl  my  mind 
"  gf  ts  aw^y,  and  is  carried  off  (braetimc  after  one 
*<  vanity,  and  fbmetimcs  after  another." 

To  luch  I  have,  a  few  thingS/to  ofier  for  their 
relief.  -     :  -  \[   a 

( I .)  Is  this  ftraying  of  thy  mind  thy  burd^n^ 
andgrief-^ .  If  it  be,  then  fur^ely  it  fpeaks  ihy  fpui 
defirous  affixing  here.     Again,      .  :  :      :• 

(x.)  Dpft.thou  ftrive  to  keep  thy  thoughts  fix- 
ed? doft  thou  endeavour  to  fix  them,  and  cry.  to 
Cod^ to  fix  them?  lif  ib,  then  undoubtedly  thy 
mind  is  carrii^d  away  violently  by  Ibme  enemy^ 
and  that  is  not  thine  own  deed.'  Thy  foul  is  de,- 
firous  to  fix,  but  fo>mething  forces  it  off,  either 
the  power  of  thy  domcftic  enemy,  that  enemy  that 
is  in  thine  own  bofom, ,  I  mean  fin,  or  of  fome 
foreign'  enemy,  Satan  or  the  world,  fhakes  you ; 
and  this  makes  nothing  againil  you.  Therefore 
Ifay, 

(3.)  Do  ye,  as  oft  as  your  mind  is  away,  bring 
it  back  again,  and  that  witbvgrief  and  forrow  for 
its  depaf  tings  ?  If  fo,  then  furely  you  have  no 
reafon  to  doubt  your  concern  upon  this  account. 

Hav. 
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ih6uffeafeh.    Ail*, 

4.  VTt&f,  Dc> yoii thihfc fiie^iwMiHfttpbhthis 
fM)]^  ?  Thejr  wbcv  are  deeply  cbnctrned  iibdut 
any  thmg,  thdV  thoughts  will  ht  frequently 
eTnploytfd  aboij|t  ft ;  &>,  if  thpu  be  concerned 
about  tftlh«  own*  feligion,  many  a  thought  will 
it  tofr  thep.  They  wiH  evfer  dn4  ^fton  look  to  the 
Imglentfi  of  their  own  eye,  the  dlK^oce  of  their 
hand,  and  the  feundnefe  of  their  h^rt ;  if  they 
caftt^ot  get  long  dwMt,  yet  they  will  t>ft  cotne  to 
it,  wh(^  are  in  good  earnell  ih  the  matter.  The 
religious  man  medHnf^  dmy  and  fnght  tn  {Tod's 
Attv,  VGA.  J.  2.  Ifc  15  etier  thinking  abcmt  the 
Eortfs  teftimoriia,  and  how  ftr  h^  is.fratnfed  in- 
to a  fuitableneft  to  them,  or  ho\t  fer  itris  other- 
wi!fe  with  hitn.  Now,  If  it  be  »dt  thw  with  you, 
traly  ye  have  never  been  brought  under  any  con* 
(fern  ibout  religion  to  any  purpofe. 
•  5.  Ate  your  thoughts  About  your  religioil  di- 
ftinft  ?  Some  thete  are>  whp  have  (bme  thoughts 
ilbout  their  (buls^  but  tfiey  cannot  tfeH  well  what 
they  mean,  by  them,  they  are  fo  et)nfGt&d :  they 
think  and  think  on,  and,  a^er  (may  be)  hv^nty 

'  years  thinking,  they  are  as  fir  from  any  diflfti6l- 
ftefe  as  before  *,  but  fiill  they  go  on.  is'bw  and 
then  they  will  hi\T  fome  thoughts,  iflfuxhg  in  forac 
Wit  upon  the  aflfeftions,  fiill  as  tincertnm  ^rid  in- 
dxfthift :  Is  it  thus  with  you  ?  But,  Hiatye  may 
know  yet  more  dearly  what  we  mean  by  this 
queftion,  I  (hall  break  it  into  a  few  other  qnefti- 
on§.     And, 

"  •  <i ,)  I  fay,  Can  ye  tell  what  thnt  is  rh  ycjiir  re- 
Hfi[Ton  that  takes  up  your  minds  and'  thpughts  ? 
Many  of  you  have,  it  may  be,  fbme  thought?, 
but  ye  cannot  tell  about  what  th^y  ar^  eriipteycd. 
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h  it  afcout  finglefirfS  of  JncwJr  eye,  ibottt  the  fin* 
ccrity  ofyotltr  heart  ?  or,  can  ye-  tcU  'whereabout 
it  is  that  ytr  etnphiy  youf  thotights  I  If  not,  tru* 
ly  Jrtjuf  cojitctti  ngniB<*$  bat  vcfy  lltde,  it  vA\{ 
not  ftjkttd-  ytJu  ih  much  ftcad.    Again, 

(2.)  if aVe  yfe  any  diftinft  end  in  your  thiftKng 
abotitrdfgion  V  tvhat  dfefign  ye  by  thinking  abotit 
it  ?  I^  it  dnly  td  think,  withbut  thinking  to  $sttf 
purpofe  ?  Some  people  both  think  and  fj>eak  a* 
BOdt  i^ligion,  btrt  1  ffear  they  are  not  aiming  re- 
alty at  any  diftinft  end.  See  Pfal.  xx^rtl.  4.  AnA 
the  concern  of  fuch  is  l?at  little  worth.  %  thinki 
abocrt  yont  rdiglon  ;  \ii^l',  vrhat  do  ye  e5tpeft  or 
propoie  to  have  by  your  thinking  about  lb? 
Would  ye  know  your  cafe,  or  what  way  to  cowie 
out  6f  it  r  What  h  the  remedy  of  it  f  or  how  tci 
apply  it?  k\TA  yt  at  ftich  ends  ?  If  not>  thert 
truly  all  your  thoughts  ar*  to  littfc  purpoft*  Ott^ 
more,  . 

(^•)  G«  ye  any  diflSnit  iffije rfyow  thoughts  ? 
Are  yt  like  the:  door  upoti  the  hingei  ?  Te  minfc^ 
and  ye  never  eau  tell  What  ye  have  got,  or  what 
ye  have  dbne,  by  ill  yoar  thoughts.  If  rfilt  b^ 
all,  then  truly  I  cannot  well  tcU  what  to  think  of 
vonr  thoughts ;  I  think,  I  may  fky>  ye  c^rt  have 
but  Kttktomfbrt  of  them.  ' 

6^  ^hat  fort  of  thoughts  have  ye  >  Pcipte 
may  ftjtVe  thoughts  enow,  and- even  about  religi* 
^on,  and,  if  may  be,  fiich  a?  do  fomo  way  re* 
ipeft  Aeh'  own  religion,  and  yet  they  ar^  no< 
mUcfe  conc*errled  abbut  it,  while  their  minds  are 
Dtily  bufied  in  applauding  and  flattering  thoughts 
nf  th«r  own  cafe :  but  hoW,  Ts  tt  othewife  with 
/ou  ?  Do  yot?  apply  your felves  to  fearching  ant! 
trying  thoughts  ?  f^ve  ye  manyjedoufies  and  fii. 
[picions  of  yotirffelres  f  db-jre^offen'mtike  diligent 
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l^arcb  kito  your  owi;  cafe  T  haVc  ye  many  doubtg 
and  qucftionings  ?  If  your  thoughts  te  not  in 
Ibme  meafiire  exercifed  this  .way,  it  is  a  lad  evi- 
dence that  ye  are  not^  nor  have  ever  been  under 
any  true  concern  about  your  own  religion :  fof 
(uch  thoughts  have  the  faints  had,  who  have  been 
in  earneft  in  the  maftter  y  of  whom  we  have  a 
^largQ  account  in  fcripture  hiilory,  partiGularly 
Pfalm  cxxxix.  2^  24. 

„  II.  We  fliall  fearch  for  this  concern  about  our 
own  religion,  in  theaffeflions.  /\<^here-ever  wc 
are  concerned,  all  our  aifeftions  .will  be  employ- 
ed about  that,  j(et  upon  it, .  or  iet  againfl  what  is 
oppofite  to  it.     Now, 

1.  We  pofe  you  on  it  t  Are  your  afFe^ions  em- 
ployed about  your  own  religion  ?  do  y«  grieve 
that  ^things  are  wrong  with  yourfelves  ?  do  ye  fear 
that^they  maybefo?  do  ye  bate  what  ispr^udicial 
to  your  own  rjsligion  ?  do  your  fouls  cleave  to  any 
thing  that  may  any  way  conw-ihute  to^he  better- 
ing things  with"  yoru  ?  Say,  my  frien^ds,  is  it  thus 
with  you  ?  or  is  it  not  ?  I  fear,.  1  fear  that  ma- 
ny pf  you  who  can^  (arrow  and  lament  bitterjy,  if 
any  worldly  thing. /rame  with,  or  fell  out  to  you 
otherwife  than  ypu  wxpuld  wifh,  yet  never  all  your 
life  long  knew  what  it  \%  to  be  grieved  indeed  Jfof 
fin;  or. that  matters  were  not  right  with  reQxjft 
tp  your  fpiritualca/e..  Yp  have  na  fears,  ng  joys, 
np  gi^i^fs,  no  zea),  nor  any  aifeftions  about  theft 
things.  Surely  then  religion,  your  own  religion, 
is  not  throne  thing  with  you;  your,  main  thmg; 
it  is  not :  nay,  furdy  you  have  no  concern  about 
it.  Where  the  treafure  is,  or  any  part  of  it,  there 
V)iU  the  heart  be,  Matth.  vi.  zo,  21.  - 

2.  Are  your  affeftions  frequently  employed  a- 
bout  your  own  reiigipn  ?  have  ye  frequent  fears> 
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^iefs,  joys,  aivi  other  affeftions-frpm  this  Ipring  i 
JV^an,  vvoman>  if  thou  bc'lt  concerned  about  thine 
own.  religion,  ,,to  Jtiave  it  right,  thou  wilt  be  oft 
looldng  to  it  J.  and  every  look  will  fet,thy  afFeftir 
-ons  to  work  one  way  or  other.  If  thou  findeft 
4thylelf  wriottg,  the  loul  will  ftretch  its  afFcftlous, 
like  its  wings,  to  fly  out  of  that  cafe  ;  and  if  o- 
therwiie,  jt  will,  if  I  may  lb  fay^.clalp  them  about 
^^hat  it  has,  to  hold  it  faft.  So,  David,  when  he 
thought  upon  his  ways,  and  found  them  wrong, 
Plal.  cxix.  ^^*  He  made  haftcy  and  ddaysd  not  to 
turn  his  feet  to  God's  te/Hmcmies.  And  the  {pouie, 
Cant,  iii,  4,  when  (he  found  the  Lord  in  her  em- 
braces, fhe  held  him^  and  would  not  let  him  go, 
-He  whofe  affeftions  are  not  frequently  employed 
.about  his.  own  foul's  cafe,  furely  he  was .  never 
concerned  about  it  a^  he  ought. 

3.  Whereabout  is  the  edge  of  thy  affecHpns,  tl^e 
fervour  and  zeal  of  them  employed  ?  If  this  be 
not  about  thioe  own  (bul,  thine  own  religion, 
truly  thou  are  not  concerned.  Where  there  is 
any  thing  of  true  heat  and  warmth,  .ye  know  that 
which  is  neareft  will  meet  with  mojft  of  it,  and 
partake  mpft  of  it.  If  thou  haift  any  affe^ions 
about  religion  at  all,  then  the  heat  of  them,  thCs 
fervour  of  them  will  be  employed  about  thine 
own  religion  ;  If  there  be  a  fire  of  zeal  againft  fin, 
it  wilj  confiime  the  beam  in' thine  own  eye,  be- 
fore it  reach  to  the  mote  in  thy  neighbour's,  Mat- 
V.  7.  If  it  be  not  thus  with  thee,  thy  afTeaiohs 
are  not  about  thine  own  religion. 

4.  Haft  thou  any  reft,  whilft  either  thou  feeft 
ground  to'  think  thyfelf  wyong,  or  art  at  uncer- 
tmnty  about  thine  own  religion  ?  Canft  thou  live 
quietly  and  eafily,Nwhile  not  fettled  as  to  the  (ever-. 
kfting  concerhs,of  thy  foul  ?  If  ihoucanft",  thv 
Ec  .  af- 
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affeftions  are  not  fet  on,  nor  art  thou  truly  coa- 
ccrned  about  thofe  things  which  belong  to  thy 
peace.  I  know  not  what  to  iay  of  fome  people, 
Who  have  no  more  aflurance  of  falvatioti  than  <rf 
damnation,  and  yet  can  refl  lecufe,  and  be  qui&t 
and  very  well  content  in  that  cafe :  I  can  afltirb 
fuch,that  they  were  never  aright  cdncemed  about 
their  own  religrbn.  Some  they  doubt,  and  they 
never  feek  to  be  fktisfied  :  may  be  I  may  be  laved, 
feyft  thou ;  may  be  thou  mayft  be  damned,  lay  L 
"What  ground  haft  thou  to  hbpe  that  thou  fhah 
be  laved  ?  If  ye  will  fp'eak  what  is  true,  ye  will 
lay,  Truly  I  have  none.  But  I  have  Ibmcwhat 
to  fey,  as  a  ground  of  my  conjefture  :  (i.)  Thou 
deferveft  damnation.  (2.)  Thou  who  canll  fit 
ftill, quietly  in  that  cafe,  thou  waft  never  con- 
cerned to  be  lavjcd  ;  and  I  knew  never  one  get  to 
heaven,  who  laid  not  lalvationto  heart,  £2ek. 
Kxxvi.  37.  ^ 

5.  Thou  haft/lt  may  be,  Ibme  afieftions  abotkt 
th^ie  own  religion  ;  but  when  is  it  that  they  arc 
moved  ?  and  what  gives  a  rifi  to  them  ?  Haft  thou 
never  thefe  affeftions,  but  when  thou  heareft  a 
preaching,  or  when  thou  raeeteft  with  Ibme  awak- 
ening providence.^  Truly,  if  thou  never  haft 
any  concern  about  religion,  lave  when  thou  haft 
Ibmc  external  caufe  exciting  thee,  then  thy  con- 
cern about  religion  is  of  no  grea^  value.  .True 
concern  about  religion  will  turn  the  (burs  eye  in* 
ward,  to  commune  with  itfelf,  and  take  counlel 
in  our  own  heart,  how  to  get  what  is  anuls  a* 
mended  v  and  tliis  will  let  affeftiohs  a  work,  Plal. 
xiii.  2.  H(rd)  long  fiiall  I  take  coitnfil  In  my  foul ^ 
having  forrotv  in  my  heart  daily!     But,  to  go  on, 

m.  Having  (earched  the  mind  and  affeftions, 
wc  new  come  to  enquire  for  thi^  concern  in  your 

words  2 
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Xir^fds :  and  if  there  fee  any  thing  Indeed  of  a  real 
concern  upon  the  (bui  about  religion,  herein  it. 
will  appear  ;  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart. 
the  Trtouth  {peakethy  Mmh  xiu  24.  Now,  that 
we  may  bring  this  matter  to  fome  iflue,  I  fhall 
put  a  few  queftipiis  to  you,  in  reference  to  your 
words  ordifcoDi*.     And, 

1*  Ipofe  youonthis,doyceverkeepup;inycpn- 
verie,  any  difcourfe  with  yourfelves  ?  and,  if  yq  doj^ 
whereabouts  is  it  ?  Do  ye  never  commune  with 
yoiir  own  hearts  ?  If  not,  then  furcly  ye  do  but  lit- 
tle regard  your  own  intereft.  He  that  never  con- 
verfes  with  his  own  heart,  is  not  under  any  con- 
cern about  the  ftate  of  his  own  foul,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  found  aftiong  thofe  whc^,  while  they 
arc  bufy  about  many  things,  do  yet-  negleft  the 
one  thing  neceflary.  The  Lord  commands  it, 
and  our  fouls  cafe  requires  it,  that  we  cominune 
^tth  6ur  own  heartSy  Pftl.  iv.  4.  and  Ixxvii.  6, 

2.  What  difcourfe  have  ye  with  the  Lord  ? 
HaVe  ye  any  converfe  with  the  Lord  ?  anycdnverfe 
in  prayer,  in  meditation,  or  ejaculation  ?  If  ye 
have  Hone,  then  (iirely  never  were  ye  under  any 
concern  about  his  fervice ;  and  if  ye  have  any 
converfe  with  him,  if  ye  (peak  to  the  Lord,  and 
this  be  npt  the  thing  ye  have  been  ^(peaking  to 
the  Lord  about,  it  fpeaks  you  not  under  any  con- 
cert! :  for  we  iind  faints  have  been  ever  mod 
concerned  about  this ;  and,  in  the  account  we 
have  of  the  (aints  exercife,  wcfee  clearly  the  mod 
of  their  words  employed  about  this. 

3,  .What  converfe,  what  ^difoourfe  have  ye, 
when  ye  meet  with  the  Lord's  people  ?  Is  it 
what  may  be  fomeXvay  fiibfement  to  this  glori- 
ous end  ?  Are  your  words  employed  in  telling 
what  God  has  dorie  for  your  foul,   or  in  learning 

Ee  2      .     *  what 
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what  he  has  done  for  others  ?  Come  here^  all  that 
fear  Codj  and  I  will  tell  nuhat  he  has  done  fir  my 
Joulf  Pfal.  Ixvi.  16. 

4.  What  Iprt  of  ditcourle  like  y^  beft  to  keep 
up  ?  is  it  about  this  great  concern  ?  or  is  it  about 
{|ny  thing  elfe  ?  Look  to  it,  that  converie  that 
ye  like  beft,  is  like  to  (peak  what  your  foul  is  un- 
der the  greateft  concern  for  :  if  it  be  converfe  a- 
bcwt  the  world,  ye  are  lovers  or  this  world;  if  it 
be  about  the  iaults  of  others,  and  the  public,  pride 
predomines;  if  it  be  mainly  about  your  own  fouls, 
It  fpeaks  fomewhat  of  concern  abdut  them.  But 
now  in  the 

.  IV.  And,  lafft  place,  We  (hall  look  to. your 
deeds,  that  ye  may  fee  what  it  is  that  lieth  neareil 
your  hearts,,  and  whether  ye  be  under  any  due 
concern  ^or  ;i:eligion,  and. your  own  religion. 
And  here, 

i.  I  would  afl^  you,  what  work  put  ye  your 
hands  to  I  is  it  the  worJc  of  your  (alvation  ?  We 
are  bid  work  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
tremblings  Phil.  ii.  12.  Now,  is  this  the  work 
ye  employ  yourfelves  about  ?  or,  are  ye  bu(y  a- 
bout  other  \yorks,  while  tjiis  is  neglefted  ?  I  fear, 
With  moft  this  is  but  little  heeded  :  ay,,  but  if  ye 
were  under  a  true  concern  about  your  own  religi- 
on, then,  (1.)  There  would  be  much  time  im- 
ploycd  about  that  which  direftly  tends  to,  and, 
oue  way  or  other,  has  fomewhat  of  an  immedi- 
ate influence  on  your  (alvation.  And,  (2.)  All 
your  works  would  be  done  in  a  (ub(erviency  to 
this  end.  Now,  is  its  fo  with  you,  or  not? 
Do  ye  pray  hard,  and  wreftle  earnefly  with  the 
Lord  about  your  fouls  ftate  ?  Are  ye, much  in 
believing,  much  in  mortifying  fin,  holding  un- 
der the  body  of  fin  I     Is  this  the  work  ye  are  bu- 
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fic4  about  ?  Some  of  you,  we  fear,  never  yet 
thought  abput  this  work ;  and  as  for  you,  it  is  no 
hard  matter  to  tell  what  your  cafe  is,  ye  are  yet 
fbahgers  to  any  real  concern  about  religion. 

2,  What  work  arc  ye  moft  diligent  about  f 
what  is  it  that  ye  apply  your  might  to  ?  Do  ye 
give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  el^i- 
onfure  f  2  Pet.  i.  10.  or,  are  there  not  among 
you,  who  in  ^ny  other  bufineft  will  work  hard,  toil 
fbre  about'  it,  but  if  once  ye  be  put  to  work  about 
this  matter  of  the  higheft  importance,  ye  prefent- 
ly  fall  dead  and  lifelels  xo  liich  a  degree^  that  all 
is  prefendy  out  of  cafe  with  you  ;  ye  are  weary, 
before  well  begun,  of  any  work  that  has  any  near 
relation  to  your  own  falva^ion.  if  this  be  your 
cafe,  dien  are  ye  under  no  real  concern  about 
yourrcUgion. 

3.  What  work  are  ye  moft  concerned  to  have 
carried  forward,  and  brought  to  fomcf  comfort- 
able period  ?  Can  ye  not  be  well  enough  pleafed,' 
if  your  other  bullneis  frame  well  with  you,  ani 
go  right  in  your  hand,  thoqgh  the  work  of  your 
wlvation  ly  behind  ?  or,  dare  ye  (ay,  that  no  at- 
tainment in  lalvation-work  is  able  to  laiisfy  you, 
till  you  reach  the  recompencc  of  reward  ?  Do 
ye  indeed  forget  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
prels  forwiird  unto  this  I  Can  nothing  iliort  of 
affurance,  as  to  your  calling  and  eleftion,  pleafe 
you?  Iffo,  it  bodes  well;  and  if  othcrwife,  it 
makes  a  (ad  difeovery  of  want  of  a  fuitable  regard 
to  that  which  ye.  indeed  ought  to  b^  mainly  con- 
cerned about.  Surely  he  that  can  reft  (atisfied, 
though  (alvatioh-wbrfc  be  fir  behind,  provided  o- 
thcr  things  go  well,  is  not  under  an  equal  concern 
for  falvation,  and  for  thofe  things ;  the  other* 
things arecertaiivly  preferred  by  bint. 

Ee  3  Now, 
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Now,  if  ye  have  been  ufiiig  yoor  judgments  in 
any  meafuce,  yt  may  kaow  whether  yc  be,  or 
have  really  been  under  any  concern  aboQf  your 
own  falvation,  or  whether  ychavc  magfe  your  own 
religion  your  firft  and  great  concern :  acid  there- 
fore we  ihali  proceed  to  f^ak  Aymethiiigy  in  a 
niorc  particular  way,  to  the  ievcwi  Ibria^  of  pcr- 
fons  of  which  this  aflenably  may  confift.*  And 
here  we  (hall  Ipeak, 

I,  To  thofe  who  are  under  no  real  concern,  whe- 
ther about  their  ownreligionj  or  that  of  others. 

IL  To  thofe  whsofe  religion  lies  much^  or  main- 
)y,  in  a  concern  about  others,  and  about  ^le  pu- 
blic. 

IIL  To  thofe  who  ane.  indeed  under  a  deep  and 
fpcjcial  concern,  about  their  orwn  religion:  the  pu- 
blic they  would  fain  have  right ;  but  their  exerciie 
is,  iirft,  t^  be  fore  that  they  themfelVes  are  fo, 
and  then:  thi^y  contribute  ilidr  flure  to  put  mat- 
ters othci  wife  right. 

•  J  V,  We  {hail  apply  this  truth  to  all,  in.  fcjnc 
exhoi'^ations  fuitable  to  the  fcope  of  the  truth  in* 
fifted  on* 

Now^  of  each  of  thefe  we  ihaU  (peak  very 
fliortly.  .  And, 

!„  W^  are  to  begin  with  thole  who  arc  under 
no  concern  about  rdigion  ;.  ,aad  to  fiidi  we  ihall 
ipcafc  fgrne  things,.  • 

.  Firjii  F^r  Gonviftipn,     -  ,       • 

Secondly f   Expoftuiationi    And,  , 

Thirdlyy  Terror, 

And,   to  foUow'  this  order,    . 
,  Pirfi^.  We  IhftU  Ipeafc  fi>m6  things  Ibr  yoiif  eon- 
viftlon  ;  though  this  bc;tfac  caft  rf  moit  of  you, 
yeif  wij  fear  few  of  you  will  take  with  it;  'and 
therefore,  nQtwithftanding  all  th^  has  been  alrea- 
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dy  &id  fiwr  y<w«r  coavifti^wi,  -  we  (hall  jijt  qffer 
tWo  or  three -words  more»    An^},  ^^ 

I.  We  &y,  Mca  wd  wantcn,  did. religion  Cr 
izbr  tik«.  up  your  hearts  ^nd  h«ads  ?  Was  it  ever 
really  your  exercifc,  to  know  whether  yc  were 
ri^tor  wrdng;?  Didye  eves' put  it  to.the  trial, 
Whetheh  y»  were  Safan's  ilaves,  th«  devil's  vaflnla, 
br  the  icrvaats  oC  the  Lord  I  if  not>  to  thi&  very 
(ky.ye  are  Saltan's  iervant^^  -mi  never  had  any 
concern  about  religion*  .     , 

-  2  Did  ye  ever  lay  down  this  conclufion,  lam 
bftj  undmifff  mijirabh,  wreteM,  bJtndp  andnak- 
tdg,  I  want  faith,  I  want  grace,  I  want  God,  want 
Chrift,  I  have  deftroyed  myfelf  f  If  not,  then 
je.ne*er  havc>hecn  uftder  any  concern  of  a  right 
ibrt. 

.*  3*  Did  ye  ever  rcfolve  upon  it,,  that  go  the 
ivorld  as.  it  wiU,  and  come  wha^  \yill9  I  have  no 
concern  .like  vxy  ibul ;  and  the^iore  I. (ball  never 
be  at :  reft,  or  t^ke  ea&y  or  be  .quk£|  ,  until  I  get 
matters  in  foitte  meaiiire  right  betwixt  the  Lord 
^lidnse?  If  ye.  have  tiot  beea  brpught  under 
Ibnae  filch  refblutioos  as^  (hls^  fromJa  conviction 
tkat  all  ia.afiwkv^l'td  yavt/jf y^  Jpfe^your  foul; 
dw»<liii»ly.tqthis^ver]K(iiyy^  are  perfeaGallio^^ 
in  God's  matters^  and  your  own  mofl  precioji^s 
intfeoeftsr --"I'-r- -^-^  r/  •    ,     :'     tn  ^• 

•  ^  Can  at^  thiiJg  give  thee  jQopjeni;  while  thou 
Tucefi  altogethfc^Atiperadventufe^^out  (^vation> 
aboBt  Ghrifl  I, .  Then/y«t  haft  j^ojuii'e^f^n,  to  fear, 
that  ti|ou:neveiri  h^A  been  conccirned  about  that 
^hich  Jdioa  canA<fce  pleafed. without,!  I  xuean^  fal^ 
sration,  and  m  imettfk  fel  QhrJft*  • 

Secondly,  Having  offered  (Q.«9e  tl^iiigi  by  Way 
of-conviftion,  ^vetftiAll  oow  a;  litriie  .exppftuhte 
widbryou.    And/  .:       7     . 

Ee  4  1.  Caii 
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I .  Can  ye  be,  were  ye  ever  eoncemed  about 
any  thing  ?  Did  ye  ever  liiink  ferioufly,  fpeak 
IcriouQy,  or  aft  ferioufly  about  any  thing  I  If 
not,  thou  art  certainly  a  fboly  a  road  maa.  If 
thou  haft,  then, 

-  2.  Man  or  woman,  is  there  any. thing  equally 
'Worthy  of  thy  concern,  as  the  (aivation  of  thy  foul  ? 
What  art  thota  p^oHted  if  tho»  gain  a  world,  and 
loft  this  ?  And  mayft.  not  thou  be  happy,  if  thou 
fave  this,  though  thou  lolc  a  wbrld  ?    - 

^  3.'  Thinkeft  fhou  then'  to  (ave  thii  without  con- 
cern ?  Think  it  no*  :  for  not  only  muft  thou 
ftrive,  muft  thou  run,  but  every  running,  and 
every  ftrivin^will  not  do  the  buniie& ;  and  there- 
fore thou  TcmAfo/frivey  and  firunibat ye  may 
abtctin. 

4:  Were  it  ndt  thy  wifdom  to  prevent  that, 
Vrhich  if  once  it  <^ome,  cannot^  be  Temedied^  I 
rtiean  the  loft  of  thy  foul  ?  Know>  thejkih  rc^ 
demption  is  frechuif  and  ceafis  for  cver^ .  Pfeliu 
xlix^S.      \     '  '       .  .,. 

5."  Ganft  thou,  -wilt  thou  fit  at  tineoneemedly> 
when  God  is  finking  thee  into-aleaof  brimftone, 
as  nowthoodoft,  ^when  te  is  thrca'tning  tOu.do 
it?  ;  If  not,  bsrthinkjhyfclf  i»  tiiiie,  tt^  it  betcpO 
late-.-'     •    .  •'-  J'"  '      •  .   •  ••    ^-    ••■    .        '•'  ■ 

6.  Are  ye  not  afhamed  to  be  unconccmedja* 
bout  this,' abotfr-'^hich  aH  o,tbcte ^re  .fov dc^pljr 
cbncenied  ?  aWdyet  none  of|thenipfhaw'iirgt«at 
ah  ifiter^ft  in'*lw&^  matter  ^ye.^  The  devil  is  scoii* 
eeriied,^  h^  gO'fts^abottt  feekirlgwhom  he  «way  de- 
ftriy.  ' VViIKnof 'ye* be  bonceriied  about  thud  pre- 
fervation  of  that  m)\cK  he  and  ali  hk  inftromtiits 
rirc'  fa  mtich  concerheld  lb  deftfoy  i '.  .  -.  ^ 
'  Minifters  are-  concerned,  iihey  rprcach,  ''thiy 
pray,  they  fweat,  they  think,  tbcy.toil,.nranya 
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trembling,  beart  have  they  for  fear  of  your  ruhv 
They  fpend  their  time  and  ftrength  .about  your 
f^Ivation>  wjjilc  many  times  they  fear,  that,,  by 
tbis  means,  their  oivn  (alvation  be  negk£ted.   And : 
BOW  whether,   I  pray,  have  ye,    or  they,   mofi 
.  CCTDcern  in  this  matter  ?     They  may,  if  they' be 
faithful,  yea,  they  will  go  to  heaven  whatever 
Come  of  you ;   are  ye  then  mad,  fo  6r  to  over* 
look  ybur  own  great  intereft?  God  is  concerned  ; 
can  ye  doubt  of  it,  while  lie  is  held  forth  "in  the. 
gofpd,:a8  bleedings  dying,weeping,  fweating  bloody 
and  all  to  prevent  your  ruin  ?     Can  ye  doubt  of 
it,-  while  he  is  heard  inviting,  calling,  intrcatlng, 
promifing,  oiFcring,  protcftingy  nay,   and  even- 
fwcaring  his  concern  in  the  matter?  y^s  I Itvey. 
faith  the  Lordy  J  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  af 
him  that  dieth^  faith  the  LordCod%  Ezck.  xviii.  32. 
and  xxxiii.  i  i.  And  what  need  has  God  of  any  of 
you  ?    Can  ye  be  profitable  to  him,  as  he  that  is 
righteous  is  profitable  to  himfelf  ?    Confider  tbi^ 
an4  be  a(hamed>   and  horribly  confounded,  O, 
caflcekfe  unconcerned  fouls !    •  '      ' 

Thirdly i  We  now  cpmp  ;fQ  Ipeak  a  word  foe 
terror  to  you ':  know  then  for  certain, 
.  i.  Thajt-fo^  ^hich  ye  will  not  be  concerned 
to.favei  ye  ftisiH  lofe.:  an«jl  wiljif  a^y  thing,  make 
up  the  lofs  ?  *  >V|hat  will  all,  thj&  world  profit  yoju^ 
while  yehj^r^Joft  4  preciousffoi^l,  w:ithout,  bop^ 
pf. recovery?  . .  .  .. 

2.  That  datiination  which  ye  were  not  carefut 
tO'prcventj  fbajl  be  your  portion  ;  -  and  who  3*! 
noOng  yoU  can-  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  I 
Vho  among  yop  can  dwell  with  devouring  fires  i 
,  3,  Thefe  tilings  which  now  ye  are  concerned 
about,  and  purfue  with  fo  much  eagcrnefs^fhall 
be,  your  .everlafting  lormeniors';   and,  tvhat  pro- 
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fii  will  ye  tdvi  of  thefi  fl^ngSy  whip^of  timy^ 
iDillie  ajhamei? 
'  4.  When  all  this  mifery  fhall  cotn^  upon  you, 
there  (hall  tt<^  be  any  concern^  Ibr  you ;  when 
this  (hall  come  upon  you,  thisn  Mrho  ^1  be  for- 
ridwful,  or  lament  for  yon  ?  God\iriU  laugh  at 
your  calamity  J  and  mock  mhcn  your  fear  cot^fh. 
The  right tous  aljh  Jhall  fee^  arid  fear^  and  /ball 
laugh  of  hifrtyfayingy  Loy  this  is  th$  man  that  made 
not  God  his  Jtrengthy  bat  trujled  in  the  abundance 
of  his  riches y  and  ftrengthened  hifnfilfin  his  wick- 
ednefiy  Pftl.  Ui.  6,  7.     But  w^  proceed, 

II.  The  next  fin-t  of  pcrfi>ns  to  whom  Wc  prp- 
Arfed  to  (peak,    are  they  who*  are  indeed  under 
ibme  concert  for  religion,  but  th^ir  main  con- 
cern (eenis  to  be  about  public  matters,  the  cw- 
riagc  of  otherij.  an<i  milcarriages  of  thofe  who 
are  in  any  p^btic  truft,  and  they  relifh  con verle  ~ 
about  this  moft  of  dl}>    and  Ipend  moft  of  tl!®r 
time  this  way.     What  we  are  to  lay  to  theft,  Ic 
jftot  to  diffbade  any  fr6rri  a  due  regat-d  to  the  pu* 
bKc,  but  on  defign  to  obviate  (bme  d^ang^rous  ex» 
tremc$.    Ndy,  .td fuch  we  fey,'  '  ••/ 
.    i.  Whatever  istriymay  account  of  yew,  yehavd 
rea(bn  to  fufpe£¥,    a-nd  be  }^alou§  irf  V^^'I^v^s : 
We  have  flicw^d;  f5*om  the  word  of  the  Lord,  tjiflc 
where  there  is  arty  t^ng  of  a  fince^fe  regard  to  the 
lord's  fervice,  ft  ^iil^ (hew  itfelfiflrft^  In  a  deep 
concern  to  have,  and  keep  matters  right  at home^ 
dnd  fiiice  your  main  concern  Ties*  another  way, 
truly  your  religion,  though  your  pretences  be  ne* 
ver  (b"  high,  '  or  the  thoughts  of  itllnifters  or  o« 
fhers  never  fo  favourable,  is  delervedly  fuQjkiobs, 
and  you  have  reafon  to  doubt  it  t   and  I  will  tell 
you  (bme  of  the  grounds  whereon. 
( I .)  I  am  iure  your/hearts  are,  as  well  da  theft 

of 
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df  others  tktfdffitl.  abwe  all  things  and  dejperote- 
ly  vficked;  and  would  >viUingly  deceive  you, 

(2.)  I  am  no  lefi  (iirc,  that  while  you  are  much 
abroad  m  obferving  others^  and  little  at  home  in 
ftlf-judging,  felf-fearching,  and  lelf-condemning, 
they  ha^  a  fpecht  advantage  for  deceiving  you, 
^diicb  they,  no  doubr,  will  not  lofe. 

( J.)  Yoitf  diflike  or  light  cftecm  of  thofe  things 
"Which  (pt&k  a  fpiritnally  healthy  conftitutioti,  with 
yoor  liking  to  thofe  thmgs  that  difeover  a  vitiate 
fpiritual  palate  and  fenfe,  gives  me  ground 'to 
fear  you  are  not  right.  When  people  love  not 
(b  well  to  hear  the  fweet  and  plain  truths  of  the 
goipel  as  continual  refleftionrs  upon  public  failings, 
it  di(covers  a  fpiric  imbittered  and  rankled,  Vihi 
not  under  due  imprefltohs  of  its  own  deep  concern 
in  the  pkan  go(pel  truths,  j^s  nav-bom  babes  yde- 
fife  the  firtcift  milk  of  the  iaordy  that  ye  may  grotul' 
f  hereby y  iff&he  ye  have  iaji'ed  that  the  Lord  is 
gr4tei^usy  I  Pet.  ii.  2,  1 3.  When  once  people  be- 
gin to- weary  of  the  preaching  of  Chrift  and  him 
cfrUGified,  and  of  hearing  the  way  of  lalvatibni 
the  means  of  (alvation,  the  marks  of  grace,  and 
Ibul-cxercife,  the  LprdV  work  dnd  way  of  traoflat- 
ing  foul€^but  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  Ughr, 
and  of  tari'ying  on  the  wqrk  of  (aHiatioii*  to  a  h\ti^ 
^  perickl ;  when  once,  I  fey,  thi5  cannot  fee  heard^ 
and  nothing  is  reKAied,  host  debates,  though  v* 
bout  truths,  a«d  predou?  truths  of  God,  I  inoft 
lay,  their  religioa  is,  if  iSot  quite  wanting,  ycf 
very  low. 

C4.)  I  amr  mudh  dfraW  of  fech,  becauft  pritW 
13  ftrottg  in  them,  and  is  encouraged  in  both  iti 
parts.  •  It  confifts  in  low  thoughts  of  others,  and 
high  thoughts  of  ourielves ;  now,,  both  thele  parts 
of  pride  are  ftrcngthetied^    For>  i/?.  What  way 
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can  be  more  efiedual  to  (Ink  others  ia  our  owa 
eAeemt  than  always  to  pry  into,  diicouHe  of^  and 
judge  them  for  their  faults,  r«d,  or  luppofed  ? 
Again,  2dlyf  "What  can  raife  us  higher  in  our  own . 
conceit,  than  to  look  little  inro  our  own  hearts^ 
theie  filthy  finks  of  fin ;  to  look  at  ourfelves^ 
when,  like  Jehu,  we  appear  very  fer  beyond  o-. 
thers  in  zeal  for  the  Lord,  and  to  compare  our- 
felves  with  others,  when  we  have  debated  ;hem 
as  low  as  we  can  ?  Thus  is  pride  (ed ;  and  where 
it  grows  flrong,  all  Grace  will  langui(b.  God  re- 
Jijieth  the  proudy  but  giveth  grace  unto  the  hum- 
ble^ James  iv.  6*  Much  more  might  be  added^ 
upon  the  moil;  clear  fcripture  evidences :  but  we 
go  on.  .       ^ 

2.  "We  (ay  to  fuch,  However  fpecious-like  your 
fer vices  have  been,  you,  have  reafpn  to  be  jealous 
of  them,  and  to  rear  the  want  of  an  ingrcdieat 
that  will  fpoil  all,  I  mean,  Hnglenefs  as  to  your 
aim..  Many  are  deceived  as  to  this  matter;  and 
ye  have  reafbn  to  be  afraid.  If  the  tree  be  naught 
affuredly  the  fruic  is  fb  too  ;  and  what  ground  ye 
have  to  iufpeft  the  former,  we  have  hinted  juft 
now  y  fear  therefore  the  latter*  A  fquiut  look  to 
a  bynend,  wilt  be  a  dead  fiie  ;  it  will  make  the 
fined  ointment  ftink;    and  God  knowsi  there  is 

{(round  to  fear,  that  there  rnay  be  fbme  fiich  by* 
ook.  What  we  might  offer  for  clearing  of  this 
muft  be  paft  by ;  for  our  dciign  will  not  allow  us 
to  enlarge  upon  thole  particulars. 

3.  We  fay  to  you,  Look  to  yourfelves ;  for 
whenever  trying  timps  cpme,  you  ^ill  tc  meet 
fools  for  th^  devil  to  make  ufe  o^  to  mine  the 
church  of  God.  The  church  has  never  fufFered 
more  by  falfe  friends,  and  the  millakes  of  the 
really  godly^   elpecially  when  going  to  this  ex- 
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treme,  than  by  open  enemies  ;  and  1  will  tell  you 
ieveral  grounds  upon  -which  I  am  apt  to  thinks 
that  ye  Will  err  and  wiander  from  the  way,  and 
that  td  your  own  wounding,  and  to  the  woiundr 
.    ingof  the  church. 

(u)  Your  carriage  cafts  you  without  the  reach 
of  God's  promife,  of  gifidijig  in  fuch  times.  It 
is  the  humble,  and  not  the  felf-conceited  Chriftian 
that  the  Lord  will  guide.  Tie  meek  vjtU  Bt  guide 
in  judgment ;  the  meek  nuitl  he  teach  his  wayp 
P^lm  XXV.  9. 

(2.)  You  will  be  eafily  perluaded  to  neglcft  the 
means  of  guidance,  I  mean,  an  attendance  upon 
Chrift'sfaithfiil  minifters.  This  fort  of  people  have 
many  prejudices  againft  minifters,  and  it  is  eafy 
to  drive  them  to  the  height  of  deferting  their  mi* 
niftry ;  and  then  furely  they  are  an  eafy  prey  to 
every  feducer,  and  to  every  fancy.  Chrift*s  di- 
re£lion  to  his  fpouie  at  noon,  that  is,  in  tiipes  of 
adveriity^  and  when  it  is  hard  to  know  who  is 
right,  who  is  wrong,  is  to  keep  clofe  by  faithful 
minifters.  Jf  thou  know  net,  0  thou  faireft  among 
ivomen,  go  thy  'way  forth  by  the  footjleps  of  the 
fiocky  arid  feed  thy  kids  befide  the  Jhef  herds  tents, 
Cant.  i.  9.  V 

(3.)  In  that  time  offences  will  abound ;  and  if 
thou  wilt  bl-eak  thy  nedc  upon  the  faults,  either  of 
^  minifters  or  of  Chriftians,  thou  wilt  not  want 
ftumbling-blocks,  and  the  devil  will  be  fore  td 
imprbve  them  all,  to  nurfe  you  up  in  the  good 
conceit  thou  haft  entertained  of  thyfelf,  and  in 
undervaluing  thoughts  of  others.  Many  more  of 
tfie  like  fort  we  paft. 

.  4,  i  fhaU  leave  you,  with  this  one  awful  warn- 
ing, who  have  any  hankering  toward  this  extreme ; 
beware  left,  while  ye  expedl  to  be  rewai  ded  of  the 

'  Lord 
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Lord  for  your  poblic  2erf  and  coricem,  ye  be 
(btmlied  for  want  of  perTooai  godline&  ftead^ 
coaTider,  and  trernbte  st;th«t  awfal  be^kdon  of  the 
LoniV.hoIy  jealcsufy  in  lina  fort.  Many  will  Jay 
to  me  in  that  day^  Lordy  Lord y  have  ^e  not  pro^ 
phejfhdihft  thy  name  /  ani  in  fky  name  ckfi  nut  de- 
vils I  and  in  thy  name  dmtemany  wonderfidivt^is  ? 
And  then  I  ^illprofefs  mnfo  them, .  I  never  intto 
you  4  depart  from  me  yeihdt  MMrk  iniquity j  Mat. 
vU,  22,  73.  Here  are  men  fiir  fi»^vard  in  pubKc 
appearances,  and  yet  damned  for  Avantof perAoal 
gddliftefs.  For  the  Lord's,  fake  remember,  ^nd 
Itar^  that  ye  fall  not  into  the  likecondemnadon. 
NegleA  not  the  puUk ;  but^  O  b^in  at  home) 
and  employ  your  firft  and  great  care  tiuene. ;  nd 
vrben.yt  go  abroad,  be  iure  ye  feeep  within  your 
owij  Iphcre.    But, 

IIL  Leaving  this  fort  of  peofJc,  I  come  in  the 
licxt  place,  to  fpeak  a  word  to  iuch  as  are  indeed 
utider  ti  deep  CQn(2em^  nnd. that  firft  and  msdnly 
about  thtit  own  fiiuJi,  thou^  they  dare  not  for* 
iake  Zioh,  Vith  J^fhua. they  would  Jbave  afl  Uhtel 
chufis  the  Lorid :  but  whatever  oonie  of  thi«,  one 
thing  tihey  take  cate  to  be  ibre  of^  that  they  tbem* 
(elves  are  God *s  fervants.  Now,  to  fucl^  we  ha^ve 
only  a  fSw  wdrd^  to  fay. 

I.  Sirs,  whit  ye^ave,  hoW  lift.  Sky  againfl 
this  order  who  will,  we  dare  lay  it  is  GodCfe,  and 
will  be  owned  by  him  5  and  if  ye  hoM  on,  I  dare 
in  God's  name  fay  unto  you,  that  ye  fhall  be  help- 
ed, and  honoured  to  ftand  by  him,  when  others 
Svhofe  pretences  are  high,  will  turn  tfae^r  back  on 
him :'  ye  fhall  bring  forth  your  .fruit  in  its  feafoG^ 
as  the  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water, ^(al.  u  3. 

a,  I  fay  to  you,  Beware  of  fiich  as  would  divert 
you  fiom  this  courfc ;    hold  at  a  dllUncc  from 

'  fuch 
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foch^hofe  convcAtldft  hnft  dhy  rnidency  to  Ue<- 
giet  fHtijticlk^  fLpXtA  a  goll^el  mihiftvy  anid  onK- 
Aanccs.  Afluredly  their  fltps  take  hold  of  dfealhy 
^nd  iead  to  it,  prtftend  Miltat  they  iHfiil  x  Odd  ne- 
ver Ordained 'hi»twJb«6  to  live  without  milk^  ahd 
fotnjB  to  feed  them  ^Ifo.  If  «9tice  ye  be  prevailod 
>vith  to  di^ifl:  your  Swd,  Hi  witi. quickly  grow 
wrotig  with  you  :  If  you  ttf^t  it  a  Whifc,  hunger 
\vni  go  off,  and  you  will  be  fiUed  "mih  wind,  and 
will  hot  be  aware  tffl  ye  jirfl.  die.  If  ye  hare  g#t 
atiy  good  of  rainiffeere  atid  ordinances,  I  (ay  to 
you,  hold  by  them,  and  be\varft  of  any  thing. that 
m^  deprive  you  of  the  advantage  of  dicm,  or 
leiren  Jnottr  benefit  by  them.  Dcferting  of  tmxB- 
tianpes^  will  entirely  deprive  you  of  the  advanuge 
of  them,  and  prejudices  nourished  againft  them, 
wll  make  your  advantage  left* 

3,  Beware  df  Spending  yoof  time>  aiid  of  fech 
as  would  draw  you  |o  Ipend  your  time,  in  kwptt- 
killing,  and  prejudlce^-haiehh^g  debates.  Vnfy  by 
frid$  cqmeih  HntentUfty  kit  *mth  the  VftUadv'^ 
eJ  A  w/ihmy  i^rov.  xiii.  lo. 

4.  For  the  L6rd'^  (ake  make  e^eft  of  growing 
in  i^igion.  What  ye  have  happily  begun,  tate 
no  reft  till  it  tome  to  a  bleflfediiTue.  PryTsfat- 
ward  toward  the  prize  of  the  Jn^h  calimg  of  God 
in  Chrift,  Forgtf  the  things  fiat  ari^  behind^  and 
freji  forward.  Give  all  diligence  to  make  y^ttr 
calling  and  ele^on  f»re.  Work  ottt  the  nv^rk  of 
yoUrJalvati<m  ivith  fear  and  tremblingy  knoiving 
that  it  ts  G^d'who%\>orketh  in  you  to  will  and  to  da 
cf  his  good  pkafi&e.  And  ye  Jhall  undoubtedly 
reap  in  due  time  if  ye  faint  not.     I  now  proceed, ' 

IV,  To  ftiut  up  the  whole,  in  a  few  words  of 

exhortation  to  all.     We  had  fbme  thoughts  of 

branching  this  exhort^on  out  in  ieveral  parts^^ 

.  -      •  ^  .  ^  and 
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and*MPcindeedjoftly  might  do  (b:  butdeCguing 
^  >  to  conclude  this  (econd  <lo^ine  prdently,  we 
. 'fliall'wrap  all  up  in  one. 

Is  It  ib,  that  fuch  as  h^ve  any  real  re^rd  unto 
'  the  honour  of  the  Lord,  do  maae  their  o^vn  rell- 
:gion  th^  firft  and  great  concern  ?  Then,  ray 
friends,  Jfet  me,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  befecxh, 
iinn^t,  andobteft  yo0,  to  be:  concerned  about 
'  your  own  rel^[km :  *  make  this  fiire  by  any  means ; 
"fcrve  ye  the  Lord,  take  others  what  courfe  they 
<will;  and  even  begin  at  this:  make  this  your  iirft 
and  great  care.x  for, 

t'.  This  is  th^  foimdation  of  all  4  ^ahd  as  the 

•  foundation  is  right  or  wrong,  ib  it  will  five  with 

•  the  whole  fopef  ftrufture.  This  is  the  root,  and 
as  it  is  good  or  evil,  G>  will  the  fruit  be  ;  this  is 
the  ipring,   and  if  any  thing  be  ami(s  here,,  ail 

■the  ftreams  will' partake  in  the  evil  and  hurt:  0 
therefore  by  aiiy  mean^  niake  all  right  here  I 

2.  Make  this  your  firil  and  great  concern,  for 
it  will  be  herein,  and  ^ith  refpSt  to  this  mainly, 
that  ye  will  be  tried  ;  all  the  trials  that  the  Lord 
brings  on  his  people,  do  ftill  try  this,  how  mat- 
ters  are  here,  whether  the  foundation  be  rigiit 
laid,  and  how  far  the  work  is  carried  on* 

3.  Death  and  judgment  will  be  comfortable,  or 
bitter,  as  it  is  right  or  wrong  with  you,  in  this 
refpeft.  -  Your  (alvation  and  damnation  depend 
upon  it.  He  tkat  beiieveth  not  Jball  be  damned; 
he  that  believeth  fijall  be  faved.  He  that,  fot 
his  own  part,  betakes  not  hirafelf  to  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  for  falvation,  in  the  gofpeLmethod, 
fhall  afiuredly  be  'damned,  come  of  others  what 
will. 

4.  Make  this  your  firft  and  great  care,;  for  tru- 
ly, the  dcfc<St  of  this  is  the  %ring  and  true  Iburce 

•        of 
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lof  diat  UmmtM&  clefta  of  ftniily  rcUgloB^  ami 
of  a  cHie  conc^ra  fouc  the  fiublic,  wl^h  ia  matter 
of  deep  concern  to  all  tba£  Ibir  the  Lord  thijs,day. 
What  i  is'it  «ny  WPodoF^  that  the  man  that  takes 
np  care  of  hid  avnx  £>ul>  be  uhconcemed  «bout 
the  fools  of  others  ?  H<xw  caa  he  that  i$  poftjjjg 
^tothe  pit  himielfy  take  care  of  others,  and^ndea-^ 
vour  to  preferve  them  irom  ruHiiiag  to  theiV  own 
xmx  i  N^ver  wll  any  reafboable  man  believe, 
,that  he  who  goea  exi  in  jfio  blm£blf;  \Vili,  iu  his 
jQfatton,  be  really  Jtealoua  for  reprcfling  it  in  o- 
ithersl  Unlefs  we  prevail  ^¥itb  you  to  be  concerQ-' 
jgfk  about  your  own  fouU>  we  defpair  of  getting 
you  any  way  ierious  in  refbrnung  your  ^miliea* 
5*  Make  this  your  firft  and  great  icare  ;  for  this 
will  help  you  to  employ  your  zeal  the  right  way, 
ux  reforming  others  ;  it  will  make  you  Brft  con- 
cerned for  their  fouls,  and  to  have  them  bui|t  up* 
on  the  fore  foundation.  .It  is  the  folly  of  fome 
profeifors  to  be  always  for  debating,  if  hen  they 
come  into  converfetion  with  perfoos,  that  they 
foppofi:,  and,  it  may  be,  not  wichput  ground, 
are  ftrangers,  nay,  and  enemies  to  religion ;  2;xid 
that  not  fo  much  to  bring  them  to  acquaintante 
with  the  power  of  religion,  but  to  be  of  th^eir 
lodgment,  in  fome  points  of  controverfy  that  are 
toffed  in  the  day  we  live  in,  which  I  do  confei^ 
are  of  very  great  momejit  i  but  h^re  tbey  miflake ; 
for  they  ftiQuld  firft  endeavour  to  bring  the  man 
ttoder  a  real  conoera  about  his  foul ;  and  then 
you  have  brought  him  one  ftep  towards  the  em- 
hracement  of  any  principle,  ,oi'  praftice,  that  is 
according  to  godiinefi -•  and  if  ye  gain  not  this 
point,  for  a  gmcclels  man,  a  maii  that  is  not  ex* 
eiickfed  to  9CKiljn<^  it  is  of  no  great  conJfequencc 
wfaft  his  siofeiriO(ibfi,-.£ap^A^.Fj-QlatiA,  Preiby- 
^•.     "  Ff  tcfian, 
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teiiaiiy  or  any^tl»ng  elie  ;  for  havUl  be  true  to 
no  prbfelfion  !  ,it  is  not  a  real  principle  that  holds 
him  }  and  he  is  ready  to  be,  upm  any  temptation, 
a  (candal  to  that  way  that  he  cleaves  to.  O  make 
yoHrown  religion  yoar  firft  and  great  care  1  an4 
this  will  learn  you  where  to  begin  wl,|th  others. 

6.  O  make  perlbnal  religion  yoar  firfi  and  ^reat 
concern !  for,  alas !  hei^  it  is  that  the  main  de* 
te€t  is  among  you.  We  have  oiflen  complained, 
and- we  have  daily  new  reaibn  tocomplain  of  you, 
diatmanyi  at  leaft  among  you,  are  going  in  the 
broad  and  moft  patent  roads  to  the  pit;  ionie  in 
;  that  of  ignorance  of  God ;.  others  in  thut  of  dniiik* 
enneis  ;  (bme  in  that  of  abominable  oaths  and 
iwinifh  bfts ;  and  others  in  that  of  deviltlh  re- 
venge and  contentions,  always  leading  down  to 
death  aod  deftruftlon,  and  that  openly.  I  know 
mod  have  long  fince  laid  downa  conclufion,  that 
they  (hall  have  peace,  though  they  walk  in  the 
way  of  their  own  hearts,  adding  drunkenneis  to 
tbirft,  onefm  to  another.  But  aflfuredly-  ye  are 
deceived.  Be  not  deceive  J,  thus  fiath  the  Lordy 
Neither  fornicator  Sy  noridolaterSy  nor  ad^lterers^ 
nor  effeminate,  nor  ahufars  «/*  thelmfelves  'with 
mankind y  nor  thieves,  nor  covet^f,  nor  drunkards, 
h&r  revilers,  nor  extortisners,  fljoll  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God,  i  Cor.  vi.  p,  loj  And  the  fime 
{hall  be  the  &te  of  coriers  and  (wearers.  Thenfodd 
he  unto  me,  This  is  the  curfe  that  goeth  forth  aver 
the  face  of  the  -whole  earth  :  for  every  ene  that 
fhaleth,  Jhatl  be  cut  off  as  on  this  fide,  according 
to  it :  and  every  one  that  fweareth,  flmll  he  cut 
off  as  on  that  fide,  according  to  if ,  I  wU  bring 
it  forth,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofis,  arid  it  /hall 
enter  into  the  houje  ^f  the  thief,  a»d  into  the 
houfe  of.  him  thai  Jhvtareth  faljfy  by  ngi  name. 
:   .  And 
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,jtrid  it*JhaU  remain' in.the  nudfi  ofhh  hmifiy  and 
Jhall  cenfume  it  with  the  timber  t hereof ^  and  the 
Jhnies  thereof y7xx:h.v.  3,  4.  Now,  aie  there 
not  fuch  among,  you  I  Are  there  not  unclean 
perfcns^  fwe&rers,  dhmkards,  and  the  liieiK among 
you  i  .  And  ye  who  are  fuCh,  have  not  ye  need 
to  b6  cpi^cemed  tote  feUgious  ?  Sure  ye  have 
none  as  yet.  And  now,  /to  bring  this  home  to 
yoi^,  let  me  pofc  you  uponrthree  things. 

( f .)  Do  ye  believe  that  the  worda  ye  have  heanl 
are:  the  words  of  God  ?  If.not,  tfienbcgone, 
you  have  nothing,  to  do  here.    If  ye  do;,  then, 

(2,)  Do  ye  hope  to  get  to  heaven,  when  God 
has  feid  ye  fhall  never  get  there  ?  If  ye  do,  ye 
are  mad ;  and  if  ye^do  not,  ye  are  mad :  if  ye 
hope  to  get  to  heaven  in  foite  of  God,  afluredly 
ye  are  mad ;  and  if  ye  believe  there  is  a  heaven, 
and  yet' live  in  that  which^  ye  know  will,  debar 
you  thence,  ye  are  mad  indeed. 

(3.)  If  God,  by  a  gofpei  difpen(kffon,  prevail 
npt  ib  far  with  youj  as  to  make  you  leave  the 
open  road  to  hell,  is  he  like  to  prevail  with  you, 
to  bring  you  over  to  a  compliance  with  the  go^ 
pel  call  entirely  ?  No,  no;  furely  no.  My  friends, 
look  in  time,,  be  concerned  in  time ;  for,  as  the 
Lord  Hveth,  ye  are  in  eminent  daqger,  danger 
greater  than  ye  are  weU  aware  of;  and  whether 
ye  will  hear,  or  whether  ye  will  forbear,  knoW 
that  if  ye  die,  your  blood  is  on  your  own  heads; 
ye  have,  got  warning.  Take  warning,  -  and  niake 
perfon^  religion  indeed  your  firft  and  great  con- 

•CerU*  .,        ::.;      :  •'.     :  ^ " " 

X^iO.  make  you*  awn  religioa  yoapiirftand 

great  care !    for  here  many  are ;  deceived  •;  *lnany 

;  have  a  name  to  live,   %Mho  are  dead,  •  di>d  appear 

to  be  foraething,  who  yet,  when  rweighe4nt  the 

.  *    V  Y£  %  balance 
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telante  tif  die  fitfiAiMiy,  will  be  found  ivintktgy 
a&d  bavt  2L  Tdrei  ^nit  upon  tfaem. 

S^  To  afld  no  noprej  cmx&ikrShtio&Byhxmfzd 
adecdtin  thb  JiBatter  is.  O  terrible  deceit  I  lo 
msftake  Ivcavorr,  and  infieul  of  k  flip  iiito  liell ! 
to  miflake  the  faroad  road,  and  think  it  tbe  narrow ! 
Bow  tvrnbly  will  the  poor  ddvded&iris,  that  fvnU 
with  the  Ivqpes  Off  heaven  and  glory^  kiok,  ^heti 
inftead  of  ^linginfaD  ite  rhnrs  of  pteifdr^,  th«y 
>Aadi  ftndc  Ulce  lead  in  ttdgrbtj  w&ters  of  God's  ho- 
,fy,  jixft)  and  terrible  indigaatioa  againft  iiti !  As 
ye  WDidd  not  meet  with'  this  terriUe  di£ip{>oit)t- 
mefoiy  took  to  yourfeltres^  snake  fiine  ydat  own 
itiliglon  i  .lay  the  fbund^tion  welL  and  th^n  ye 
may  ha.Ve  peace,  and  the  Lord  wiueftablilfti  it. 
.  Now,  fbryourdirdCtioiiy  I&allonly  <tfert^ 
,  or  thite  ifaort  .words. 

:    <!.)  .Brmg  yourfelim&to  the  fight,  to  the  ftaii- 

dard  of  God's  word,,  aitdtry  yourfehmt  by  A^t 

I. which  is  die  icroe  teft,  the  balance  of  the  findua- 

ry,  the  coimiei  of  tlur  Lord'wfaich  ftiall  Aand. 

<2.)  "Wihatever  judgment  the  v^&ci  pSiffot  on 

•  you,  thoiigh  it  read  yoar  name  iimongft  the  black 
/roil  of  thofe  who  are  doomed  to  the  bottomlds 

pit ;    heat  it,  and  believe  it,  <br  a(flforedly  the 
'  icrlpture  cannot  be  brcdcen. 

(3.)  Cry  to  the  Lord,  thait  he  may  gh^  his 
Spirit  to  open  yoor  ^ye»,  to  know  how  matters 

•  arc  with  you.  '     \ 

<4.)  WbcAGod,  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  hds 

•  wouDoded  you,  wah  upon*  him  for  cforif,  in  the 
fame  way :   for  it  is  thence  alfb  you  muft'have 

Lymvk  acqnafntance  withithe  Ueffid  phyfiiian^  Je- 
\iu^  <lhrlfl,  iin  whom  alone  your  help  18. 
1  V  TbiluB.haYiag:^imi(hsd  theiecobd  doflrine^  I 
:  now  piaKgQd.to  Jthe  . 
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.  'Doft.  3-  Such  as  are  JiMcePcly  t^eSj^ur  them- 

.  Jblvssy  wili  take  care  that  their  families ^  and 

ail  whom  they  can  hav9  any  ir^uence  upo% 

he  f(ktw:    Or,-(hartly  thus,  ^uch  as  awe 

Jhcere  wiii  he  really  careful  tit  taamtain  fa'* 

^  .  ndfyreHgion^  But  as  for  me  and  nay  houl^^ 
vc  viJl  ftrve  thc/4-ord.     Which  (taws  ub, 

I.  That  God  requires  hquAjpld. religipu^^  even 
that  we  and  our-  houf^s  ierve  the.Lofd,  Now, 
what  is  not  required,  qr  <;ommaii4ed,  cajjnot  bq 
fervlcc  done  to  the  l#o.rd,   . 

a.  That  we,  and  our  hpufes  or  families,  (hould^ 
|pin,  or  perform  jointly,  fome  part  of  iervicc  ta 
tl^fi.Xord.  '      , 

'3.  Tixata  maftey  of  a. family  is.  called  to  take ' 
care  of^i  and  nwy  engage  fbme  way^fpr  bis  houfe  \ 
gr. family,  their,  ferving  the  Lord,   '     , 

Now,,  in  the  fiirth^r  profecuting  of  this  point,^ 
\/«ibaUfhewyou,'  '  •. 

,  I.  Wherein  family  religion  lies.. 

II,  Whence  it  is,  that  fuch  as  are  finccro  ^re. 
&  much  concerned  about  it,  as  we  h^rc  fii>d  Jo- 
ijiua,  iand  others  of  the  faints  in  fcripture. 

.  X^  i^o^,  we  begin  .with  thefirfl:,  andftiall  on*, 
ly  hiere  oblerve,  that,  family  religion  confifts  of 
three  parts,  or  is  comprehenfive  of  ihp  three  fol* 
lowing  ps^rticulars.  ... 

firpf.  Family  inftru£lion.  . 

'  Secondly 9  Family  worftiip. 
Thirdly^  Family  government,  or  order, 
Apd  about  thele  it/is, ,  that  a  religious  mafler 
^yill  bexoncemed  ;    ai^  he  that  is  not  in  fomc. 
mca&re  carefully  exercifcd  in  tholc  three,  ther^^ 
i§  reafon  to  fear  he  has.  no  religion.    Now,  ^^e 
StjoilL  a  little  open  th^  three  unto  yoii ;  and, 

Ff3  firjl, 
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-      jF/r/?,  VTt  fay,  that  family  inHruaion  is.thut,' 
ivhicb  fuch  as  are  fincerely  religious  will  be  care- 
ful of.     Affuredly  there  will  be  nothing  that  will 
lie' nearer  the  heart  of  a  cbntcientious  mafter  of  a 
family,  next  to  the  falvation  of  his  own  foul,  than 
the  fillvation  of  his  family,   his  children,    and 
(ervants ;  and  one  great  jiart  of  his  care  will  un- 
doubtedly difcover  Itfelf  this  wjiy,.  in  a  deep  con* 
cern-  fo  have  thcSi  accurately  inftruftcd  in*  the 
knowlege  of  their  duty  toward  God,  their  neigh- 
bour, and  themfclves  j  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole 
of  that  knowlege  which  is  necefrary,-^ft*  order  to 
their  walk  \^ihGod  here,  and  their  enjoyment  of 
God  hereafter.  And  this  part  offamlly  rellgidn^wc 
find  the  Lord  very  punftual  and  exprefe  in  com- 
manding, Deut.  VI.  6,  7,  8,  9.    Jnd  thefe  tuords 
ivhich^  I  command  thee  this  day^  Jhall  he  in  thine 
hearty  and  thou  flj alt  teach  them  ^diligently  unt% 
thy  childreny  and  Jhalt  talk  of  them  nohen  thou 
fittejl  in  thine  houjcy  and  %j  hen  thou  ivalhefi  by  the 
m>ay^   and  yjhen  thou  lie/t  downy   and  when  thou 
rifeft  lip.    And  thou  [haU  bind  them  for  a  fign  up- 
on thine  handy  and  they  Jhall  be  as  frontletr  he* 
tween  thine  eyes^    And  thou  Jhalt  write  them  upon 
the  pojis  of  thy  houfe^  and  on  thy  gates.  In  which 
obferve,  1 .  Perfbnal  religion  enjoined,  Theyjhatl 
4    be  in  thine  heart.     2,  Domeftic  religion.  Thou 
Jhalt  teach  them  diligently.    Here  alfo  we  have  a 
plain  account  of  this  firft  part  of  family  religion, 
and  a  clear  command  for  it ;  we  fee  who  they  arc 
about  whofe  inttruftion  we  are  to  concern  oor- 
(elves,   it  is  our  children,   and  fhofe  who  arc  in 
our  houfe,  that  is,  children  and  fervants ;  for  un- 
der the  notion  of  children,  fervants  are  frequently 
comprehended,  as  particularly  in  the  Fifth  Com- 
maiid.    There  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  under  that 
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of  parent  aod  <:hild^  all  relaridns,  and  particularly, 
mafter  and  (ervant  are  cbmprehended.     We  fee 
alfo  the  manner  how  this  duty  is  to  be  managed, 
and  that  is  diligeptiy.     And  diis  is  yet  more  par- 
ticularly opened,  as  to  the  w:\ys  and  feafons  where- 
in we  are  to  evidence  our  diligence,    and  (jjecial 
care  of  the  inftruftion  of  thofe  ond^  our  charge. 
,  Now,  two  way-s  we  ought  to  iii^arnage  this  piece 
of  family  religion.  And,  (i.)  By  pretept,  (2.)  By 
pur  walk.     We  ought  to  teach  them  diiigtntly 
ix>th  Ways:  we  ought  to  inculcate,  and  careftUy 
prcis  upon  them  the  knowlege  of  the  Lord ;  and' 
\vhat  we  thus  teach  them  by  word,  we  ought- 
£|rongly  to  inforce  by  a  fiiitable  walkl    Parent^ 
and  maftcrs  flipuld  be  in  cafe  to  (ay  to  their  chil- 
dren and  fervants,  with  Gideqn  in  another  cAfe, ' 
Lodk  on  me^   ojtd  do  Ukewife^  Judges  i,  17,  '  and 
'  with  th^  apoftie^  Phil.  ill.  ly.-^Be  ye  followers, 
t^ether-of  mej  ^ndmark  them  wMch  imlkfoy  fls 
yp  have  us  for  anxnfample.    Then  are  children- 
and  ferva'qts  like  to  be  won  over  to  a  compliance 
with  the  will  of  the  Lord  in  his  word,^  when  it  is* 
not  only  clearly  held  forth  to  them  in  wc»-d,  but 
>yhen  alio  it  is  pointed  forth  in  a  lively  and  fpeak- 
ing  example.  If  the  Splf  it  of  God  gives  ps  ground, 
sts  it  does,  i  Pet,  iii.  i .  to  believe  that  a  holy  and ; 
Ibining  conversation,  without  the  wordj^   may . 
prove  efFectoal  towards  the  winning  over  of  un-    * 
helievers,  toward  the  embraccment  of  religion, 
what  may  we  expeA,  if  the  word  and  (uch  t^achr : 
i^g  be  joined  together !     Surely,  we  might  think  > 
to  fee  fome^fhat  clfe  than  what  is  to  be  feen  at 
this  day.    And,  O  \  how  hard^ill  many  find  it,^ 
.tO'  anfiver  for  their  defefts  here,  in  that  day,  when » 
when  they  iball  ftand  at  the  bar  of  God  !     Nay, " 
wpuld  to  Go4>  we  mfght  not  lay,  for  their  dire^  / 
F  f  4  court- 
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cbunberaOStlg  ^uty,  in  both  the|e  rdpefis,  wMIa 
i^ftcad  of  inftnjfting  them  in  the  (hit  of  the  Lord^ 
by  example  and  precept,  thtiy  run  them  forward, 
to  a  coutie  of  Gn  by  both  !  O  prodigious  villa- 
iry !  and  yet  common  actiopg  meii^  among  Chr i* 
ftians !  ^  ,  - 

SecofiJiy,  Family  vrorfhip  h  coitiprized  under 
ftmily  rcli^on,  as  a  princtpal  part  of  it;  every 
fkmiiy  ihould  be  a  little  charch  onto  the  Lord; 
and  fe  we  find  mention  made  of  the  church  of 
God  in  hou(es,^r  of  famUies  beibg  churches  unto 
the  Lord.  Cteet^  or  (alQte,  the  chutch  that  h  in 
tkine  hokftty  Rom,  xvi.  5.  and  el'fewhei;e  ;  and, 
jlaft  all  doubt,  every  famHy  ought  to  be  a  cfaurcbi 
"wherein  God  (hould  be  folemnly  wcMihlpped, 
both,  on  ordinary  and  Extraordinary  occaikms; 
ib  Job*6  houfe  was/  Job  i.  5.  Now,  of  this  fe- 
miiy  wcwibip,  the  more  ordinary  parts  are  three, 

€«  Solemn  invocation  of  th?  name  of  God  by 
prayer.  Our  Lord  teaches  us  to  join  together  in 
prayer,  by  putting  the  pcHbns  praying  in  die  plu- 
ral number.  In  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Our  Futber 
'i»Mch  art  in  he^fen^  Again,  Croe  .us  fbis  ity 
our  daily  bread.  Our  dependence  upon  God,  not 
only  In  our  fingle  capacides,  bm  as  we  are  mem*' 
berd  of  families,  requires  (faitable  acknoV^Iegements 
of  t!)e  Lord;  arid  our  want  of  family  merdes  re- 
quites our  joyntng  in  craving,  them  by  prayer 
from  the  Lord.  Our  guilt  of  femlly  fins  requires 
fkmiiy  acfcnowlfigemetits,  and  applications  for  par- 
don ;  and  therefore  aiTurediy  families,  whether 
greater,  as  nations,  or  Jelfer,  which  call  not  upp 
on  the  name  of  God,  fiiall  have  the  Lord's  fury 
pou^d  out  upon  them,  Jer.  x.  25.  P^ur  omt  thy 
fury  upoM  the  heathen  that  hn0w'thee  mot,  and  w% 

tW  fimiliif  that  oall  mt  m  thjh  namc^    "Where, 
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hyfamiU^jff  we  arc  to  tindefftand  attf amities y  whe-  • 
ther  greater  or  \&Stt : '  or  fcrely  if  nations,  in  their- 
nati<Miat  capacity,  be  caMed  to  worftip  the  Lord, 
and  ca}!  upon  his  name,  (b  alio  kfler  Amities  are;  • 
and  for  their  nqgleft,  arc  Hable  to  the  lame  vcn-* 
geance.  •       ^  ' 

2.  Solemn  readirtg  <if  the  W6rd  belongs  to  fa- 
mily worftiip^  AVhat  can  be  more  plain  to  this 
purpoft,  than  the  command  we  have  formerly* 
quoted"  from  Deut.  vi.  6.?  and  this  we  are  to  do,* 
th«  the  ivcrd  of  the  Lor  J  ntay  dwell  in  us  richly  y  in 
4dlv)iphfny  Col.  iii.  16. 

3,  Solemn  praiifes  are  alio  reqtfircd,  as  a  part  of 
lankly  worfliip ;  and  undoubtedly  as  family  fm$ 
and  nraxiXt  call  for  family  prayer,  fo  fimily  mer- 
cies re^nire  fimily  f)raiies,  and  brings  us  under| 
the^)oftlc'sinjunaion  in  rhat  fore|:rted,Col.iii;  1 6/ 
Let  the  word  of  Chriji  dwtUin  you  r]chly  in  alt 
iMifdom^  teaching  and  admonijhing  one  another  in' 
03ihnsy,  and  hymns y  and fpirituaf  fings ;  finging 
^ifh  ^race  in  youf  hearts  to  the  l>jrd.  * 

-  I'hirdlyy  It  remains  thatweopeh  therfiird  and 
laft  branch  of  ftmily  religion,  to  wit,  femifygo-' 
verhment;  and  this  lies  in  fevcral  ^ntculafs. 

I.  In  commaiidlng  the  femily,  -children,,  and 
iervants,  to  walk  in  all  the  ways  of  obedience. - 
T'his  is  that  wHich  the  Lord  fo  highly  prdi^es  in 
Abraham,  Gen.  xVili.  19.  /  knov)  him,  faith  the 
Jjordy  that  hk  wilt  command  his  children y  and  his 
houjhoid  after  him^  and  they  fhall  kief  the  vsay  oj^ 

•  a.  In  obliging,  by  reproof,  admonition,  and' 
correftion,  foch  a6  are  in  the  femtly,  to  abandon 
any  thing  finful  find  IcandaJous  in  their  praftici?,' 
Gen,  XXXV.  2.  Then  Jacob  faid  unt9  his  houjholdy 
and  ta  all  that  were  withhim^  Put  away  thejlrange 

'   ' .  godst 
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gsiis  that  arc  amo^tg  y^Uyand  he  clean^  anJcAaHge 
your  garments :  and  let  us  rife  Oftdg^  up  to  Bethel: 
aai  I  will  make  there' an  altar  uato  God^  who  an- 
fiuered  me  in  the  day  of  my  diftrffs^  and  was  with 
me  in  the  way  which  I  went.  Here  we  have  an 
eminent  example  both  of  family  worfhip  and  fa- 
mily order:  and  indeed*  a$  to  the  deporttnent,  I 
mean,  as  to  the  outward  n^ui,  and  what  is4:o  be  (een 
of  fervants  and  children,  we  fee  from  the  Fourth 
C(>mmand>  that  parents  as^d  mafters  .of  families 
4re  accountable  for  it  to  the  Lord,  who  has.  not 
only  enjoined  them  to  keep  the  Sabbath-day^-  but 
ft)  take  care  th^t  all  within  their  ^oors  do. 

3*  This  lies  in  expelling  fuch  out  of  the  family 
as  do,  nonvithAanding  the  u(eof  thefe  meana  fer 
their  reformation,  perfift  ih  walking  contrary  to 
God.  /  will  walk  within'  my  hot(/e  with  a  per/edi 
heart.  Here  is  the  fpring.  See  what  follows.  He 
that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way^  hejhallferve  me. 
He  that  workeih  deceit /hall  not  dwell  within  my 
houfe  :  he  that  telleth  Ges,  Jhall  not  tarry  in  my 
fight y  P(al.  ci.  a,  6.  Here  we  fee  a  lively  chara- 
Aer  of  one  that  has  a  true  regard  to  the  main^a- 
.  ance  ,of  family  religion.  How  rare  are  (uch  in- 
^  fences  ia  our  day  1  But»  leaving  this,  we  fliall 
proceed, 

11.  The  next  thin|  we  propoft4>  was  to  /hew 
whence  it  is,  that  Cich  as  are  fincerely  religious 
tbemfelves,  will  be  careful  to  maintain  faipity  re- 
Kgion.  We  might  indeed,  fpr  the  proof  of  this 
truth,  have  mei^tioned  and  illuflrated  the  eminent 
eacan^ples  of  >|4ous  care  about  family  religion  .re- 
corded in  icripmre :  but  "^hat  we  are  to  all^e, 
under  this  head,  will  luperfede.  tkat,  and  will  luf^ 
fi^ently  prove  the  doctrine,  iind  flxew,  that  there 

is 
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is  an  indiflblublc  lie  betwixt  finccrlty  and  a  regard 
to  thiJ. 

1.  Then,  pcrfons  who  are  thcpnftlves  fihccre- 
\y  religious,  will  be  'careful  to  maihrain  fiiniily 
'i^figion,  becauft  they  have  a  regard  to  all  God's 
commands.  The  authority  of  the  Lord,  where- 
cver  it  is  ft^mpt,  binds  them  to  a  compliance, 
Sincerity  has,  for  its  intepaiable  companion,  a  re* 
(peft  to  all  God's  comri^nds.  Thenjhall  I  npt  be 
ajhamed^  vjhcn  I  have  refpe6f  to  ail  thy  ecnrmandsj 
fej^  David,  Pial;  cxix.  6.  And  from  this  re(peft 
to  the  command  it  is,  that  a  ckrc  abodf  family  re» 
ligion  flows ;  for  undoubtedly  it  is  a  part  of  com- 
manded duty.  We  are  here  told,  it  is  a  piece  of 
fervice  to  the  Lord  ;  and  what  is  commanded.  Is' 
only  lb.  What  he  never  required,  that  he  will 
never  own  as  fervicedone  to  him  ;  but  what  has 
been  alleged  and  offered  from  the  word  of  God, 
under  the  former  head,  puts •  this  bejond  dfebatc. 

2.  This  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  ftmily  re- 
ligion, flows  from  the  very  nature  of  that  fuper- 
natural  principle  wherewith  all  that  are  truly  fin- 
cere  are  endued,  which  in  (cripture  is  called,  the' 
new  hearty  a  heart  of  fiejhy  a  new  creature^  a 
newjpirity  etc.  This  principle  being  fiiited  and 
framed  to  an  univerfel  compliance  with  the  Lord's- 
will,  aims  at  this  in  all  things.  They  who  have 
it  are  faid  to  be  rreated  h  Chrijf  Jefns  to  good 
ivorks^  Eph.  ii.  lo.  And  particularly,  as  the  old 
heart  would  be  in  all  refpecVs  independent  of  the 
Lord>  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  this  new  heart  is 
ftronglybent  to  acknowlege  its  dependence  on  the 
Lord,  hi  thti  ways  of  his  own  appointment,  in  all 
?ts  ways,  hi  all  ftatioh^  and  relations  wherein  it  is 
put:  and  hence,  as  it  leads  to  own  the  Lord  in 
our  fing^e  capacity,  lb  it  leads  as  alio,  if  we  are 

pof* 
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poIMed  of  it^  to  40  fe  in  our  &siuty  capacity  \ 
and,   in  a  word,   as  it  leads  us  to  worftup  and 
Ikve  the  Lord  Qvvfelves,  ib.  ^  powecluUy  itiHu- 
ences  to  lay  opt  quHelves  to  have  all  others  to 
ierve  th^  fiuuc  Lord^  nyore  efpeqially  fuch  us  we 
may  have  indueiKeupon^  our  cbUdrenandrervants. 
3.  Such  as  are  finccr^  have  an  entire  love  %q  the 
JU>rd,  and  hence  a  delight  m  all  ordiuanceSj,  pri- 
vate, ,  as  well  as  public,  and  fecret,  wherein  any 
roeafure  of  communipn  with  the  Lord  m^iy  be 
reached.  Lordy  fays  pavid,  Plal.  xxyi.  i.Iijavt 
byved  (be  habiUtwuofthy  ho^/if  th^  plaae  y/bert 
thine  baaour  dwelletb^  The  Lord's  honoof  dwei* 
leth  ixx  aU  his  ordinances^  ai^d  in  every  fdace  where 
be  re;aord$  hi$  pame,  that  ^,  in  every  ofdiQas3ce« 
theij^e  he  n^eets  with  hif  peoplie,.  atvd  there  he  bief- 
(eth  them*    And  indeed  by  &mily  religion  the 
i^rd  ia.fignally  honoujpe4;  for  thereby  we 

(i  .>  Acknowl^^,  that  we  hold  our  fa^Ues  of 
the  Lord,  that  it  is  to  him  we  owe  th^m,.  ami  iay, 
by  our  praftice,  what  worthy  Jacob  ^H,  Gen, 
3(»ii.  10.  O  Cod  sfmy/a^tber  Mrabam%  and  God 
<^jny  father  Ifaac,  I  am  Mot  wrthy  qf  the  le^ 
CfaH  tbettt^rcUSf  .and  of  all  tb^  truth  'oihiQh  thotc 
^i/ifiewedmta  thyjirvant.i  for  yiilhtnyjiaffl 
pfuffhd  Qver  this  JorJUn^  md  wiv  /  am  iecamc  tw» 
kand^..    Again, 

•  (a.)  WcJierebyoiraow&milies,  and  all  that 
^e  are,  to  be  ftill  in  the  hand,  of  the  L9F<^>  ^^ 
a£  bi«  ibvereign  diipofal ;  while  all  the  advantages 
^d  mercies  we  w^at,  and  would  have  or  enjoy, 
and  would  have  continued  with  us,  we  apply  to 
him  for  them  by  prayer  1  and.  all  the  evil9  we 
would  have  removed,  or  prevented,  ^  libewife 
Ipok  to  hira  for  their  rerax^val  and  prevention,  ac- 
knowleging  hii^  the  ai4.tIv:>r.of  all  our.^oercies^  in 

^  the 
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the  tondnilttl  afcriptions  of  priiifes  to  Mm.  In 
thbSVay  we  acknowlege  plMnly,  that  0/ Aim,  and 
through  hifn  are  nil  things,  in  whofe  hand  is  the 
breath,  afid  all  the  conccmmenti  of  every  living 
thing,  who  kills  and  makes  alive,  wounds  and 
heals,  makes  rich  and  poor.  And,  in  a  tirord^ 
•hereby  Mre  own  him  the  uncontroulablc  Lord  of 
-all.  The  Lord  givetkf  and  the  Lord  takethy  and 
hkffed  he  the  name  tf  the  toi^d.  He  doth  'mbat 
f leafed  him;  and  ivho  niayfity  to  Umy  What  daft 
thm^   ' 

(3.)  Thtrfe  acknowlegements  honour  God,  lit 
th*t  they  are  public^  whereby  Ood's  glory  is  ma- 
tiifefted  to  others,  and  they  inftrufted,  and  excit- 
ed by  example  unto  the'  like  acknowlegcment*. 
Affuredly,*  therefore,   they  who  love  the  place 

•  where  God's  honour  dwelfe,  and  that  which  con- 
tributes toward  its  manifeftation,  as  all  fincere 
fouls  do,  will  not  dare  to  hegleft  this  famify*  reli- 
gion, thereby  it  iifofignally  ftirthered. 

4.  Siich  as  are  fincerely  religious,  will  be  carC- 
•fiil  to  nafHifttain  femjly  religion,  becaufe  they  have 
1^  imcere  I6ve  to  thofe  in  their  houfe.     They  love 

•  their  Neighbour  as  thcmfclves ;  and  no  way  cati 
love  maniftft  itftlf  more,  than  Jti  a  due  care  for 
theh-  ftltation,  leading  to  awufe  of  all  thde  means 

■whereby  this  is  promoted,'  Memorable  to  this 

•  purpole  are  the  Lord's  words  concerning  Abra- 
ham, Gen.  xviii.  I9.  for  /  kno\\}  him,  t^tit  he 
v/ilf  c&mntand  his  childten,  and  his  houftnld  afttr 

yht^;  imdthey  flmll  keep  the  *tvay  of  the  Lord,  t9 

•  dojitfHte  andjudgmott,  that  the  L^rd  may  iriHg 

•  npOfi  jffbraham  that  iuhich'he  hath  Jf>dken  ^  him, 
-Here  we- have  &  double  cotmeftxon,  very  remark- 
able. -•     -  i     -'-v. 

(i.)  "Aconneftion  betwixt  family  rcUgion,  a 
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due  care  of  it,  and  its  luccels.  He  will  com- 
mand, and  tliey  fhall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  ; 
he  will  take  due  care,  and  hts  care  ^11  not  be  in 
vain.  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  wAeresx  he 
JhouldgQf  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
'  from  it S  Ordinarily  aij  univerfalcare  this  way  is  not 
altogether  without  ibm^  influence  fipon  ibnne  in 
the  family  ;  and  if  we  lave  one  child^  one  fervant 
by  it,  is  not  this  a  rich  reward  for  all  the  attend- 
ance we  can  give  to  it  ?  , 

(2.)  There,  is  a  conneftion  betwixt  the  fiiccefi, 
and  the  promifed  bledkigs.  They  Jhall  keep  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  luill  hring  on  A* 
hrahaniy  and^his  feed^  aU  the  good  things  that  he 
hasjpoken.  So  here  we  fee  of  how  great  confe* 
quetice  it  is  to  tfaoi^  in  our  families  ;  it  is  the  way 
to  make  them  religious^  and  that  is  the  way  to 
make  them  happy. 

5.  Such  as  are  fincere,  ^11  be  careful  to  main- 
tain family  reUgion,  from  the  conicience  of  the 
-charge  they  have  oF  them.    Mafiers  and  parents 
have  the  charge  of  their  familieS|  and  are,  1&  fbniK 
measure  accountable  to  God  for  them.    Parents 
/are  commanded  to  train  up  their  children,   and 
'maliers  are  to  command  their  houQiQld  to  keep 
,  the  way  of  the  Lord^  as  we  fee  in  theL  Lord's  t«- 
illmony  of  Abraham.  Thus  we  fee,  in  the  Fourth 
.  Command)  the  mafter  of  the  family  is  obliged  to 
.  fee  to  the  religious  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath  by  all 
, within  his  boufe,  and  (b  he  has  a  charge  for  which 
/he- Is  accountable  to  the  .great  God  :,  and  there- 
.  fore  a  fmcere  peribn  looks  pa  himfelf  ^s  bound  to 
bexcareful  to  maiiitain  the  woribip  of  God  in  his 
^  faniily,  and  amongifl:  tbofe  whom  be  has  the  charge 
of.     This  niadc  holy  Job  concerned  to  facrificc 
■     •  .  ..        •  .  .    '     -      for 
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for  his  children  :  .and  the  ncgfeft  of  paternal  duty 
in  Eli  provoked  the  Lord's  difpleafurc. 

6.  The  care  of  perions,  whb  arc  finccrely  re- 
ligious, to  maintrun  femily  religion,  flows  from 
the  force  of  their  iblemn  engagements  and  vows 
to  the  Lord  in  their  baptifin,  which  are  again  re- 
newed, upon  their  offering  children^  to  the  Lord 
in  that  ordinance.  Here  they  are  (blttpnly  and 
^eply  fworn  to  be  the  Lord's,  ^nd  to  walk  with 
God,  in  and  before  their  &milie$,  to  inftruA  them 
.by  example  and  precept.  And  this  iurdycan* 
not  be  performed,  where  family  religion  is  not 
-taken  care  of  in  all  its  parts.  How  terrible  will 
it  be  to  parents  and  mafters  of  femilies,  when  their 
children  and  fervants,  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration, ihall  accuie  them  as  ^ulty,  and  the  cau& 
of  their  want  of  fiunily  religion  I  Indeed,  dy 
they,  we  never  wor(hipped  God  in  onr  families;: 
why  ?  we  never  iaw  the  worfliipof  God  in  our  fa- 
ther's or  mafl^r's  families.  How  terribie  will  thj& 
be,  when  God  fliall  (ay.  Is  it  ib  ?  haft  thou  damn- 
ed thy  child,  thy  fcrvant  i  Is  this  the  perform- 
ance of  the  iblemn  vows  which  thou  tookefl  on 
before  £>  many  witr^Hes  ?  .  Hpw  confounded  wilt 
thou  then  look^  Other  things,  to  this  purpo&we 
may  have  occafion  tQ  touch  at  afterwards. .  From 
what  has  been  (aid,  it  is  plain, 

C I .)  That  all  who  are  dncere,  will  undoubted* 
ly  be  careful  to  maintain  family  religion. 

(2.)  Whence  it  is  (b.  It  is  from  the  force.of 
all  the(e  ties  we  have  mentioned,  and  others  of 
the  like  nature,  we  may  afberWards.have  QC(afioi> 
to  mention.      /     .  •'  1    n  i 

We  ihail  now  make  fbmepraftical  imp^oy^* 
ment  of  this  point.    Anip 
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^       ■  I.  For  IttformatioH, 

.  We  may  di»w  from  it  the  few  ibllowing  tnfe- 
>rsnces^  amgngft  inany«  Is  it  fiv  T^ts^  .^>^  ds 
>m^ Jmcerely  rclig^i.ihemfklves^  'unllbeconfckn- 
thn^  <:a9:rful  ^ut,  family  reiigionf  Th«n, 
'  Fi/^,  Wa  barve  undoubtedly  rcaioo  to  fufpeft 
itheir  re}if^^:.wKo  ace.fciflejs  aa  this  matter. 
rSincca  fuitabte  cofKssra  aboatour.Qwn  ialVatioo, 
aad  the  means  leading  thereto^  iead$  toadue-con- 
-^cesm  aboufc  the  fouis  of  .ocrr  f&mtUea;  no  doubt, 
rwhen  weiee  perfims  trifle  bere^  it  gi^sesus  ground 
:to  be  jealous,  that  they  are  not  under  a  due  con- 
leem  about  theirdvmlbuk.  Haw,  of  triflersin 
*thts  fort,  wbQ;i£ernraIl  to  fall  under  that  heavy 
umrie  that  is  prenouno&di  Jer.  xlviii.  lO.  againft 
iuch  as  do  thewock  erf*  the  Lordjaegligently,  there 
late  three  farts. 

I.  Such  as  da  the  work  of  die  Lord  by  parts. 
.They  will,  it  may  be, .  read  a  ichapter,  but  never 
aiword  of  praying,  or  of  finging  ^praiies  to  the 
Lord,  in  their  families  ;  though  there  is  foil  a$ 
'much  ground  for  the  one,  as  for  the  other,  irom 
the  command  of  God,  aiulfirom  oi^r  own  neceffi' 
titu  Ti»s  reading  of  the  word  is^  not  like  to.  turn 
*i^  any  great  or  ^ood  account,  to  us,  if  we  join 
not  prayer  for  the  Lord's  Spirit,  to  cade  us  un-* 
clefttand  what  we^  read.  -  And  hd  well  underfiood 
this,  who  fpeat  fo  great  a  part  of  that  long  P&lm 
cxkx.^  in  praying  for  light.  .Plal^.cxix.  i9.  Open 
"ifhine  tyxi,  thailmfiyjke  waders  out .$f  thy  iavjf 
ilfi.'k  peiitiocitthatihQuidgp  along  ymk  the  readiisg 
of  the  word.  ^  And  indeed  praifes  ought  iiot  to  be 
t^vffstf  and  prai&  wiU  b^  0mr  iooktian  ascwiefy 
for  the  upright.  It  is^  good  timgjo^give  ihaaks 
•mS/&  name  if  the  Lord,,sind  the  true  way  it  is  to 

obtain 
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bbtala  much  of  him.    Memorable,  ^bovemaAy^ 
are  the  words  of  the  p&lmift  to  this  purpo(e.  Let 
the  pet^ple  praife  thee :   0  Cod^  let  all  the  people 
pnAfe  thee.     There  is  the  exhortation :    well, 
what  follows  on  it  ?  The  enluing  vcrfe  tells,  Then 
/halt  the  earth  yield  her  increafii  and  God,  even 
9ur  God,  Jhall  hlefs  us,  Pfal.  Ixvii.  5,  6.     All  thr 
duties  of  region,  whether  domeinc,  or  public, 
or  fecret,   have  a,  mutual  fiibfervjency  to  one  an* 
(^her,   as  well  as  a  tendency  to  promote  the  de« 
fign  of  all ;  and  therefore  one  cannot  be  taken 
away,  without  a  niinifeft  injury  done  to  the  reft, 
and  done  to  the  very  defign.  Such  >vho  cl^al  thus> 
are  undoubtedly  triflers»  and  are  to  be  accounted 
contemners  of  the  Lord's  authority ;  for  affuredly, 
if  it  were  regard  to  tht  Lord's  command,  (Hat 
made  them  careful  of  one  p^t,  the  &me  regard 
and  deference  to  the  Lord's  command  would  make 
them  perform  all  the  other  parts.    If  we  cut  ahd 
carve,  take  and  leave,  as  we  lee  meet,   in  thoft , 
things  which  are  equally  eftabliftied  by  the  I^ord^ 
we  do.  die  work  of  the  Lord  deceitfully ;   and 
si^d  is  he  Hhat  doth  the  work  of  the  Lord  deceit^ 
fitlfy.    Agm, 

2.  Such  are  to  be  accounted  triflers>  as  do  lel- 

doni  worihip  God  in  their  families :    it  may  be, 

on  the  Sabbath  night  they  will  read,  or  (ing^  or 

So,  but  no  more  till  the  next  Sabbath*  They  who 

confine  all  their  religion  to  the  Sabbath,  I  dare  fiy, 

they  never  kept  the  Sabbath  diaty.'  t^o  doubt,  we 

ought  to  worfhip  Cod  in  our  f^miHes  daily,  we 

ought  to  con^  oor  fiiis,  cry  to*  hith  fbr  a  graci* 

ous  (apply  of  ail  our  wants,  and  to-pruA  htm  for 

his  mercy  towards  usv    Surely,  when  we  are  bid' 

pray  atways  mth  all  prayer  ^  EjA.  Vl.  1 8»  this  is* 

at-leaft  to  be  underftood,  that  we  oqght  to  be  &e* 

/   G  g  quent* 
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i^taHiy-wx^oytA  in  th»  fort  of  pr^«r>  a^  -wcfl 
a^^^ny  oth^«    No  lefs  can  b^  f&eaat  alfo,  where 
VC  are  bid,  i  TheflC  v.  17    Proiy  luiiJkoHf  cemfing. 
yftdoufetedly  therefore,  trifleis  they  arc,  who  do 
fi^eqyently  n«gl^,  who,  upon  every  tridiDg*  occa* 
ftv»>  will  b^wlki  family  religion,  whlk  ^lerc  i»  e? 
-yecy.  day  bpth  ^  ci^ar.call  to  it,.  ;ind  fair  occafion 
foi^  it.     The  JU>rd-&  mercies  ar^  ne^^very  morn- 
ing,, and  fo  are  both  our  fin$  and  ourwa^ta,  arjd 
and  therefore  jfi)  ought  our  applications  to  God. 
/jf  II  4g9^i  thing  to^v€  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and 
tp  fing  pr(i\fe$  Un^ihy  nnmCf  0  wft  High  :  ^» 
Jb^fhrtji  thy  lopiHg^kindn^stn.themorHiftg,  ani 
thy.fakhfulHtfs  ^t:ry  nighty  Pfel.  xcii.  i,  2» 
^    3.    SihI|.,  aw  ,triflers,  as,  not\yithftanding  the 
flear  command,  Mfe  have  to  be  fervent  in  fprli 
Jiving  the  L^n/,.dc>yet  wiifc  ^icold  indifiereficy, 
*  a^pd  evea  ^thgy,  \ypre  afleep^  xnatiage  this  work* 
:  ^  this  to,  ferve  the  Lqrd  with  ^U  our  ^rengtb, 
^ith  all, oyr  h^art  ^nd.  foul,,  as  \?e ar^  comrDaod- 
^4  -^    V^Vi  fure  it  is  not*    Let^  fi^  tftke  heed, 
ij^hothtis  offer  tothp  Lprd  a  carc^ii;,  a  form,  who 
.    p}9^fe.,tfeen3^e|ives  with  the ,  nacre  pei  forjiumce  of 
the  duties,  without  confidering  how  they  are.per- 
£)riQe|i  I  le^  ftth,- 1  fiiy,  look  >^ith  trembling  and 
aftpai/hmenttp  that  woivd  of  the  prophejt,  Cur^d  h 
the  dgctnvefr  tMt  bath  in  his  flock  a  makf  andt 
tiovfttb  ^dfacr^ficeth  to  the  Lord  a  corrupt  tMngt 
]\laj.  i.  14.. 

:  ^e,cMdiy^  ^c.io^y  ^jiwtbis  infere»QB  from  itj, 
'yha?  fuch  2&  4o  entirely  ncgleft  ^naiiy  v^Yiffonp 
are  vjndotilH^Jyiftifapgers^to.fiuacrttyv  TWnkofl 
this,,  ye  Avho  to  this  d.ay  never^hjwed  a  knep  to 
Qiod  i :  youf  faix^iliesj  undqubtesllyyiCartiwdcr 
%;.  il^9  ^s  .t9  ypax  cafe,,  and .  b«<  youi;  tikoyghM 
•y  .     '  ^  .  ;.:^if  .  •   . ,  .   ^ 
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of  yaiirielves  what  tbey  will,  God  hxiks  oni  yiM 
a$  peribns  void  of  all  religion. ,   For, 

I .  I9  not  family  religion  a  duty  ?  Sure  it  is ; 
all  the  Lord's  people^  in  all  generations,  hava 
thought  fo;  the  Lord  has  approved  them  in  it. 
Abmham,  as  we  have  beard,  was  higlily  com^ 
caended  for  this,  li  is  one  of  the  noted  eviden* 
ces,  Job  i.  5.  pf  the  piety  of  Job,  of  whom  God? 
Sdf  in  manner,  glory^  ^It  is  plainly  injoined  in 
the  Fourth  Command,  as' judicious  DurJiam  folid^ 
Jy  clears.  But,  what  need  I  lay  moi*?  It  i$  fo 
dear,  that  no-body  denies  it,  who  has  any  (en,(e 
of  religion;  and  even  they  who  negleA  it  muit 
own  it  a  duty.    Again, 

2»*  Is  not  then  your  negleft  of  it  a  fin  againft 
light,  that  is,  a  fin  of  deeper  than  ordinary  dy, 
a  blacker  hue>  and  confequently  to  be  more  Ic- 
Vcrely  puniftied  by  the  holy  and  jealous  God  ?  He- 
that  kn^ws  his  tnafter's  w/7/,  and  doth  it  mt^  iV 
tp  be  beaten  wthmai^  ftripes, 

3 ,  Is  it  a  fin  you  are  once  guilty  of  in  youir  life  i 
Nay,  but  it  is  a  fin  ye  are  every  day  guilty  of. 

4.  And  is  it.confiftent  with  any  thing  of  the* 
reality  of  religion,  to  live  in  the  conftaitt\and  ha« 
bitu^  neglefk  of  any  dujy,  or  the  coiotmilfion  of 
any  known  fin  ?     Nay,  fiively  it  is  not-j  for  the 
Lord  is  plain  with  us  in  this  matter,  H€  that  cam- 
mittetb/iny  that  is,  who  lives  in  aeourfe  of  fin,  /r 
Gfthit  devil  I  fat  thdevUfinHethfromflw  hgin* 
mngJ-'^Whafiever  i$,  horn  ofG^d^  dQtk  not  cmtmit. 
fin:  fir  his  fied  remAineth  m  him  r  nnd  he  coht 
not  fin,  becaufe  he  is  horn  of  God f  i  John  iii*  B^g,/ 
Vain,  ijhereforc>  nH  ^11  your  .pretences  to  ^xiy 
thing  of  the  reality  of  religion,  who  live  in  the 
n«gle£k  of  family  religion.  ' 

J*  ThM/Xp  We  WA%  from  tWi.d»ftaac>  lewi 
Gg  a  whence 
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whtuce  it  ts  Hvat  there  is  fiich  a  fed  negleft  of  &- 
mily  religion  this  day.  It  is  from  a  want  of  fin- 
cere  per(bnal  religion.  Few  tliere  are,  who  are 
ibemielves  under  a  due  concern  about  their  own 
ibuls  ;  and  lience  it  is,  that  there  are  fi>  few  care- 
fill  about  the  foitls  of  their  farnilles.  Now,  riiat 
this  flows  from  a  dcfirft  of  perfbnal  religion,  is 
plain  beyond"contradiaion,  ifwecpnfider, 

I.  That  where  th^re  is  that  fincerfty,  that  will 
not  make  afhamed,  th«re  undoubtedly  there  is  R> 
he  found  a  regard,  and  an  equal  refpeA  to  all 
God's  commands.  Then/hail  I  not  be  ajhamei^ 
when  I  have  reJpeCi  to  ail  thy  commands ^  Pfalm 
cxix.  6.     Again, 

;  2.  Fxperfcnce  ftiews,  that  they  who  are  negli- 
gent in  this  matter,  are  alfo  carelefi  about  their 
own  fouls.  Look. to  it,  ye  who  neglect  family 
religion ;  1  &ar,  ye  are  nor  careful  about  perfbnal 
religion.  He  that  will  'eafily  baulk  and  negle^  fa- 
mily prayer,  will  be  as  ready  to  aegleft  fecret 
prayer.     This  is  well  known  in  experience* 

3.  .Tbevcfy  excufes  that  they  make  ule  of  for 
this  negle^,  fpeak  the  want  of  a  heart  to  it ;  for 
furely,  when  people  are  kept  fix>m  a  thing,  by 
frivolous  and  trifitng  difficulties,  it  is  a  fign  they 
have  no  great^mlnd  to  it. 

Object.  1.  Say  (bmc,  *^  We  cannot  pray,  we 
"  never  were  taught  to  pray." 
*  I  anfwer,  x .  If  thou  meafift  that  thou  canft  itot 
do  it  as  thou  oughtfl,  very  true}  neither  canft 
thou  do  any  duty :  wilt  thou  therefore  give  o- 
ver  all  ? 

a>  Dtdft  thou  eyer  try  it  ^  did  ye  ever  fit  down 

with  yoa)r  £imjly,  and  make  a  mint  at  it  ?   What 

knoweft  thou,  but  it  might  have  fallen  out  to  thee, 

as  to  theinaawiih  the  withered  hand  ?  If  thou  hadil 

^  made 
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made  a  fair  tri^l  to  pray,  ihoii,  perhaps,  mightft 
have  got  ftrength  thou  didft  itever  expcft.  It  is 
vantof  will  and  inclination,  not  of  ftrength  and 
ability,  that  hinders* 

3.  Did*  ye  ever  cry  to  God  to  teach  you  ?  did 
ye  ever,  with  the  di^iples,  cry,  Mafter^  or  Lord, 
teach  us  to  pray  ?  If  not,  furely  it  is  want  of  will 
that  keeps  you  from  duty.  Ye  have  no  mind  to  it. 
'  4,  Con  ye  do  any  thing  ?  Yes,  will  ye  lay,  we 
can  work  at  our  ordinary  •employments.  Well, 
but  could  ye  do  this  at.firft  ?  did  ye  hot  come  to 
a  flcill  in  thefe  things,  after  many  Winter  eflays, 
and  pnins  taken  to  learn  \  No  doubt,  ye  did. 
tven  fb  ye  mufl  learn  to  pray. 

5.  Have  ye  aay  fenfe  of  family  fins,  family 
mercies,  or  family  wants  \  If  ye  have,  furc  1  am, 
wtfat  ye  ate  lenfible  of,  ye  can  Ipeak.  Can  y^ 
txtll  your  neighbour?  and  may  ye  not  alfo  tell 
theie  things  to  God  ?  But, 
;  ObjeSl.  2.  Say  >^,  "  When  we  come  before 
'*  God,  we  muft  Ipeak  well,  and  when  we  come 
'*  before  the  great  King,  we  muft  have  words  in 
**  good  order;  and  now  I  cannot  order  my  words 
"  aright.*'. 

j^nfiu,  I .  It  is  not  words  that  God  ieeks.  Many 
a  time  he  has  rejected  good  words,  for  want  of  a 
correfpondent  frame  of  heart,  Deut.  v.  29.  but 
he  never  rejefted  a  prayer,  becaule  it  was  not  right 
Worded. 

.  2.  I  fey,  If  thy  words  exprcfs  the  real  fenti- 
meni^  of  thy  heart,  and  thou  be  upon  the  matter 
right,  God  will  pals  by  many  incWcendes  and 
failings  ki  thy  wwds ;  fo  he  did  with  Job :  Job 
had  many  har(h  expreiEons  concerning  God,  both 
to  him^  and  of  him  ;  and  yet  becauic  he  was  up- 
on the  jnatter  right,  be  pafTes  by  thefe  failings, 
Gg  3  while 
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"While  be  reprove*  his  three  friends.    Te  ha-de  mi 
Jpoken  of  me  the  things  that  are  rights  as  my  fir-' 
ti^w/ 79A,  chap.  xlii.  6. 

3.  In  prayer,  we  addrefs  God  as  a  father,  and 
lire  know  parents  will  not  quarrel  the^^  children 
in  nonage,  though  they  lifp  and  fpeak  after  their 
own  way ;  nor  will  God  be  worfe  than  our  pa« 
rents  in  this  refpeft. 

4.  Utterance  is  God's  gift,  and  dicrefbre,  would 
ye  have  it  ?  to  the  Lord  ye  muft  look  for  it. 

5.  As  hx  as  thou  unc£?rftandeft  thy  needs,  or 
.  the  Lord's  mercies,  and  art  a&fi:ed  with  thenii 

in  fb  far  yc  will  flill  find  words  to  exprefs  your 
concern ;  and  if  any  man  teach  you  to  ipeak  be* 
yond  your  underftanding  and  concern^  he  teaches 
yotj  to  mock  God.    But, 

6.  If  this  hold,  it  ftrikes  as  well  againft  lecret 
prayer,  as  fiimily  prayer,  and  fo  we  muft  quit  all 
prayer.  '  1 

Obje^,  3.  But,  fcy  ye,  **  Ah !  I  cannot  get  con- 
^^fidence." 

Anfiv.  I.  Will  this  exculebe^ryou  out  at  God's 
hand  ?  Dare  you  make  it  to  him  I  I^o,  I  am 
iiire,  ye  dare  not. 

a.  Whether  will  it  require  greater  confidence 
to  pray  before  your  family,  cxr  to  fiand  at  the  bar 
x>f  God^  aiid  before  angeb  and  men^  and  teU  ye 
iiad  never  confidence  to  pray  in  your  fanwlies  ? 

3,  This  is  horrible  pride  ti  ye  think  ye  cannot 
pray,  fo  as  to  gain  repute,  tnd  becaufe  yecaiinoC 
gam  vyour  end,  curicd  ielf>  therefore  ye  rob  God 
of  his  glory,. 

4.  Whether  is  it  that  thou  carA  not  get  confi- 
dence to  pray  before  men,  or  before  God  ?  If 
<thou  lay  thou  canft  not  get  confidence  to  pray  to 
CiOdy'  then  ye  ihould  not  pray  in  (ecret  eixher^  nor 

yet 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


Part  III.      T'h  (ihnftian's  ^uty.         4ft 

yet  in  public.  IF  thoti  fiy,  it  is  before  men- thai 
thoti  art  aftiamcd,  then  is  not  this  horrible  im- 
piety^  to  be  more  influenced  by  a  foprifli  regafd  td 
man,  than  by  a  regard  to  God  ?  If  thou  haft  con- 
fidence to  appear  before  God,  thou  mayft  cafilj^ 
Appear  before  men.  Place  but  thylelf  uftdeJ*  the* 
eye  of  God,  ^nd  iet  thyfelf  to  prayer,  and  therf 
all  thoughts  of  men  will  quickly  be  gone. 
*  Ohjeif,  4.  But, fay  Ibme,  **  We  canhot  get  time.^ 
;■  Jnfw.  I.  For  Avhat  has  God  give  thee  time? 
Hns  it  not  to  ferve  him,  to  (ave  thine  own  foul, 
and  the  fouls  of  thy  family  ? 
'  2.  Whereon  fpendeft  thou  thy  time  ?  On  thy 
bufinels  or  family,  'wrik  thou  anftver  ?  Well,  if 
fo,  this  is  the  compendious,  fhorteft,  and  fiirefl 
way,  to  carry  all  forward.  It  is  the  way  to  get 
God  with  you,    and  then  ye  will  be  proJperous.* 

Fwaffy,  It  is  not  true,'  for  there  is  none  of  you 
all,  but  idle  away,  either  upon  no  bufmefs,  of 
worfc  than  none,  more  than  this  would  require: 
Now,  this  much  for  the  third  inferfence.   '         "^ 

Fourthly ^  We  may,  from  our  doftrine,,  dra'^ 
this  inference,  That  minifters  have  not  the  dniy 
charge,  or  all  the  care  and  charge  of  the  fouls  <f 
people ;  matters  of  families  and  parents  have  allb 
a  charge.  And  think  on  it,  God  will  require  at. 
your  hands  the  blood  of  your  children,  and  of 
your  for vahts,  if  .they  peridi  through  you  negli* 
gence.  Now,,  that  ye  have  the  charge,  and  are 
anRverable  to  God'for  children  aiid  lervants,  is 
part  all  contradiftion :  for,  •         * 

I .  Pai'ents,  and  mailers  of  families,  have  a  con- 
fiderable  intereft  with  fervants  and  ^liUdren.  Chil- 
dren and  forvanfs  pay  fomewhat  of  reverdnce  and 
refpeft  unto  their  parents  and  mailers,  and  allo\i^ 
them-  fome  int;:refl:  in  their  aflfeflion.  N6w,  all 
Gg  4  this 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


472         Tfe  €hriftian's  T>uty.      Part  IIL 

dais  intenefl  with  them  (hoiild  be  iioproved  toward 
their  (alvation,  ^nd  their  engagement  ia  God's 
£;rvice. 

2.  Not  only  have  ye  an  influence  upon  them 
this  way,  but  ye  have  a  power  of  commanding 
them,  and  this  fhould  be  improved  Itkewife  tp* 
ward  theij:  engagement  in  the  Lord's  way. 

J.  Ye  have  frequent  opportunities  of  converfing 
widi  them,  and  ye  are  accountable  for  the  im- 
|>rovement  of  thefe  towards  their  good,  God  ex* 
prefly  requiring  your  care  as  to  the  improvement 
of  thefe,  Deut.  vi.  6,  7. 

Finally y  4.  Parents  have  a  charge  direftly  given 
to  them ;  it  is  enjoined,  that  they  train  up  their 
children  in  the  luay  of  the  Lord  :  and  to  them  it 
is  that  the  Lord  enjoins  the  forming  of  the  tender 
years  of  their  pofterity.  God  has  placed  his  «• 
filmoniej;  amongft  us  ;  and  we  are  all,'  according 
to  our  relpeftive  flations  and  opportunities,  oblig* 
«d  to  propagate  both  the  knowlege  and  the  pra- 
fficc  of  them.  He  eftablijhed  a  teftifnony  in  Ja* 
coif  and  affaint^d  a  law  in  Ifraely  which  he  com' 
manded  our  fatbersj  that  they  Jhould  make  them 
iifo-wn  to  their  children  s  that  the  ge^tcration  to 
come  might  know  thdm^  even  the  children  which 
Jhould  be  bom ;  who  Jhould  arife  and  declare  them 
to  their  children,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  St^- 

II-  Ufe,    Of  Lamentation. 

This  doftrine  may  be  improved  for  lamentati- 
on. Is  it  fo,  that  fuch  as  are  themfelves  fincere- 
ly  religious,  will  be  confeientioufly  careful  to  main* 
tain  family  religion  ?  then  forely  we  have  reaibn 
to  lament  the  wofol  negled  of  this  duty,  and  of  a 
due  regard  unto  it  in  the  day  wherein  we  live. 
That  this  is  either  entirely  negleftcd  ox  lament- 
ably 
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ably  trifled  (wer  by  the  generality  of  parents  an4 
xnaAers  cf  &mUtes  in  our  days,  is,  alas !  toc^ 
too' evident'    For, 

I.  The  horrid  and  bounding  ignorance  of 
God  (peaks  it  out.  M^crc  parents  con(cicntk)ufly  - 
carefm  to  train  up  their  children  from  their  ten»> 
dcr  years  in  the  knoi^lege  of  God,  as  they  ari 
commanded  ;  were  they  ipeaking  to  them  of  the 
things  of  God,  when  they  lit  in  their  houfes,  when 
they  walk  in  the  fields,  when  they  lie  down  apd 
rife  up ;  and  were  thele  beginnings  cultivate  by 
mafters  of  families,  when  they  get  them  home  t6 
be  fervants;  furely  there  would  ndt  be  fo  rauclu 
Ignorance  <^God  this  day  in  the  land  as  "there  is« 
Again, 

2«  The  abounding  impiety  that  there  is  in  the 
land,  (peaks  few  Abrahams  to  be  in  it,  who  will 
command  their  children  and  their  fervaiits  to  walk 
in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  Magiflrates  are  no  dbubt 
j&ulty,  and  minifters  tpo ;  but  the  rife  of  all  is  the 
n^ligence  of  parents  and  maflers  of  familitSi  and 
at  their  hand  will  the  Lord  require  it. 

3.  The  impiety  of  young  ones  in  particular,  ♦ 
ipcaks  this  aloud.    O  !   how  fadly  doth  it  (peak 
the  wickednefs  of  parents,  wheh  theu*  children  do 
lifp  out  oaths  as  fbon  as  tbey  begin  to  fpeak ! 
when  children  talk  obfccnely  as  foon  as  tbey  be- 

Sin  to  converfe !  it  tells  us  their  parents  have  not 
one,  and  do  not  their  part. 
Finally  J  It  is  wh4t  cannot  be  denied,  it  is  wKat 
ye  niufl  conlcfs,  becaufe  there  arc  too  many  wit* 
nefles  of  its  truths  even  as  mai\y  children,  as  ma« 
ny  fervants,  as  many  fbjourners  as  there  are  in 
many  of  your  families,  as  many  witnefTes  there 
arc  againft  mofl  of  you^  that  ye  either  perfcftly  ' 
trifle  in  this,  or  totally  negleft  family  religion. 

Now* 
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^  Now,  fiarely  we  have  reailbn'  hetrviryto  lament 
tM«,  atitl  to  motfm  ovtT  it.     For, '  •     * 

i.  It  gives  us  a  (ad  charafter  of  the  pfefent  ge* 
ndration.  It  tells  xrs  -what  fort  of  p^rfons  moft 
partx)f  parents  and  iliafters  of  families  are  in  the 
day  wherein- we  liv^,  ev^n  that  they  arc  d^ftitutc 
of  any  thing  of  real  and  fincere  refpeft  unto  the 
Lord  and  his  fervice;  and  though  they  be  called 
Chri(\ians,  yet  rcailly  they  know  not  Chrift  ;  nor 
arc  they  careful  to  honour  him,  or  engage  others 
to  do  it :  nay  more,  that  they  are  horribly  per- 
jured, becaufe  folemnly  Iworn  to  inftraft  by  pre- 
cept and  example,  and  even  to  train  up  their  chil- 
dren and  femrKcs  in  acquaintance  with  the  Lord ; 
and  yet  they  mal^e  no,con(cience  of  performing 
what  they  have  vowed  to  the  Lord,  the  moft  high, 

God.    ^     '      ; 

■  1.  We  hav«  feaiin  to  lament  this,  becaufe  if 
gives  us  a  fad  pfofpeft  of  the  rifmg  generation* 
Who  (hall^form  the  riling  generation?  Who 
ihail  strain  them  up  in  .the  knowlege  of  the  Lord, 
and  engage  them  to  the  way  of  the  L6rd  f  It  may 
be  ye  will  lay,  L^t  minifters  do  it.  But,  ah !  if 
ofbors  do  not  their  part;  all  that  minifters  can  do 
will  not  prevail.  Minifters  arc  litde  with  them. 
Minifters  have  many  to  attend."  Minifters  are 
tilled  to  preach  the  word,  to  attend  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  difcipHnc,  and  this  takes  much'  of  theic* 
work  ^nd  time.  But  parents,  and.mafters  of  &• 
iniiies,  tfiey  havfe  ftw  only  to  look  tb,  they  are 
much  with  them,'  have  more  intcreft  whh  them, 
and  more  acceft  to  notice  them  s  and  if  they  yn- 
firoT^e  not  thefe  advantages,  the  rifing  generation 
T^  not  like  to  tranfmit  to  their  pofttrity  a  good 
account  of  religion.  This  generation  is  fenfibly 
N^'orle  ^than  the  former  ;  ^nd  we  may  cxp^  the 
'  next 
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next  to  be  worfe;  and  God  knows  where  thii  nc- 
gleft  is  like  to  4and  us  ere  long,  even  in  down* 
right  atheifm, 

3.  Thfc  is  a  lamentation,  and  {hall  be  for  a  la- 
mentation, becaufe   of  the  dreadful  and  heavy 
doom  it  is  like  to  bring  on  us  altogether.     Ell's 
ftegleft  eoft  him  and  his  dear.     What  fad  things 
this  may  in  time  bring  upop  parents  and  children, 
families,  congregation^,   and  nations,  God  only 
knows.     But  fure  I  am,  it  will  make  the  day  rf 
judgement  a  terrible  day  to  many  of  them.  When 
children  and  fervants  (hall  go,  as  it  w«rc,  in  (holes 
to  the  pit,  curfing .their  parents  and  their  raj\fters, 
who  brotight  them  there.    And  parents  and  ma- 
ilers of  families  (hall  be  in  multitudfes  plunged 
headlong  in  endlefe  deftruftion,  becaufe  they  have 
not  only  murdered  their  own  fouls  ;  but  alfo  im* 
brued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  x\\t\t  children 
and  fervants.     O !   how  doleful  will  the  reckon-- 
ing  be  amongft  them  at  thatdAy,  when  the  chil- 
di'en  and  fervants  (hall  upbraid  their  parents  'and 
maftfers !     Nowy  mw,  we  mufi  to  the  pit^  oftH  we 
have  you  to  blame  for  it  5  yctur  cut'ftd  example ^ 
and  lamentable  negligence  has  brought  us  to  the 
pit.     We  ner^er  faw  you  worjhip  God  yottrfelifeSf 
and  ye  never  wcrjhipped  God  in  your  families.    Te 
did  not  injhudf^us  in  the  way  of  the  Lof'dy  nor 
train  us  up  tvity   and  new  we  are  indeed  ruined 
and  damned  for  our  fins ;  hut  our  blood  Ues^iftyouy 
^oorsy   who  might  have  done  much  to  hav"^  fdved 
us\  but  did  it  not.    And,  on  the  othet  hand,  how 
"Will  the  fhrieks  of  parents  fill  every  ear  ?     I  have 
damned  myfelf    1  have  damned  my  children^    I 
J?ave  damned  my  fervants.    While  I  fed  their  b^ 
4ieSy  and  clothed  their  backs y  hhavt  ruined  t-h^ 
fouls ^  und  brought  double  damnation  on  myfelf 
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O  f  kt  us  mourn  over  tbis  lad  evU  that  will  uo* 
doubtecjiy  have  this  difiTial  and  terrible  i/Tue.  Wl^at 
can  afFecV  your  hearts,  if  ihis^do  not  ? 

4.  L^  us  lament  what  none  can  fenoudy  look 
upon,  and  not  lament,  even  a  perifliing  genera- 
tion, a  ruined  and  deftroyed  multitude,  and  that 
not  Without  the  moft  terrible  aggravations  of  their 
jniiery. 

( I .)  Is  it  not  lamentable  to  fecchildren  andfer- 
yants  fettered  in  chains  of  darkixe(s,  and  t\^(erved 
in  them  to  judgment,  to  fee  them  driven,  as  it 
were,  ^o  damnation  and  death  eternal  ? 

(a.)  Is  it  not  yet  more  dreadful  to  lee  thera  de- 
ftroyed by  thcfc  who  arp  under  the  ftrongeft  tics 
to  endeavour  their  relief?    ^ 

(3;)  Is  it  not  fed  to  (eethem,  who  pretend  love 
to  their  children!  and  Servants,  hugging  a  bit  of 
clay,  their  bodies  I  mean,  while  they  arc  damn- 
ing their  immortal  (buls  ?  Surely  this  is  to  be  la-, 
mented ;  ^nd  that  it  is  not  more  noticed  and  be- 
walled^  ^illy  ere  long,  occafion  a  bitter  lamenta- 
.  tion..  ,Bnt  we  proceed  ne^t  to  a 

III.  Uk.    Of  Reproof :    And  that, 

Ftrfty  To  fuch  as  trifle  in  this  duty. 

Secondly f  To  fuch  as  halve  femily  religion. 

Thirdly y  To  fuch  as>|otally  nc^left  it, 
^    Fourthly^  To  ftich  as,  inftead  of  family  religi- 
on^ do  Jive  in  femtly  wickednefi. 

Firfiy  Then,  we  fey  this  reaches  a  reproof  to 
fuch  ^s  do  trifle  in  family  religion.  Some  there 
are  vfho  make  the  fafhion,  at  leaft  of  attending  all 
the  duties  of  it,  but  with  iuch  feintnefe,  deadnefi, 
.and  coldrifiiefs,  as  feys  their  duty  is  their  burden, 
and  not  their  choice.  They  can  fcarce  tell  what 
'  /  advantage 
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advantage  they  make  of  it.  Such  our  dofVrine  re- 
proves, and  faulty  ye  are.     For, 

I .  This  fays  that  perfonal  religion  is  either  al- 
together  wanting,  or  under  a  ftd  decay.  Perfo- 
nal and^  family  religion  go  together ;  as  there  \% 
an  incrcafc  in  zeal,  and  carefulneft  about  the  one, 
to  there  will  be  about  the  other.  When  David 
looked  well  to  himfeif^  when  he  behaved  himfelf' 
wiiely  in  a  perfeft  way,  he  then  alfo  walked  with- 
in his  houfewhh  a  perfeft  heart,  P(al.  ci.  1^  Sure- 
ly your  trifling  in  family  religion  is  the  genuine 
fruit  of  trifling  in  private  and  peribnal  religion. 

2-  Ye  deprive  yourfelves  of  the  comfort  of  fit- 
mily  religion.  The  Lord  has  not  faid  to  the  feed 
of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  me  w  vain  i  nay,  he  is  good 
to  the  foul  that  feeks  him,  to  them  that  wait  for 
him.  In  keeping  his  commands  there  is  great  re* 
ward;  but  they  who  trifle,  rtiifi  this  great  reward ; 
for  he  only  //  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently 
ftek  him,  Heb.  xi.  6.  / 

3.  Yc  mils  the  mark,  ye  do  not  reach  the  fcope 
and  intendment  of  tbefe  dutieS|  the  cr^agment 
of  your  families  to  the  Lordv  It  will  not  be  a 
coldrifc  and  formal  performance  of  duty  that  will 
cither  plcafe  God,  or  profit  yourfclves,  01^  gain 
others. 

4.  Faulty  ye  arc  to  a  high  d^ee ;  ye  provoke 
the  Lord  to  anger.  God  is  a  fpirit,  and  he  re- 
quires thofewhoworftiiphim,  todoit  inlpiritand 
in  truth.  We  muft  he  ferment  in  ffirit  firving 
the  Lord,  He  fpties  the  lukewarm  out  of  his 
mouth,  and  has  pronounced  a  curie  againft  therfe 
who  ierve  him  with  the  worrt.  Curfed  be  the  de^ 
eeiver^  nvho  hath  in  his  flock  a  male,  and  voweth 
and  facrificeth  to  God  a  corrupt  thing,  Mai.  i.  1 4. 

Secondfyy  This  dpfhine  reaches  a  reproof  to 

fcch 
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£icb  a&  halve  family  r^iglon.  Some  there  are  who 
will  nbt  entirely  omit,  nor  yet  will  they  entirely 
per&rm.  They  go  a  part  of  the»way  with  God, 
hut  they  will  not  go  the  whole. ,  To  fuch  we  fey, 

I,  Ye  disjoin  what  the  Lord  has  joined*  The 
whole  law  of  the  Lord  is  knit  together ;  and  all 
flie  parts  of  it  are  fuWervient  to  each  other :  and 
k  is  remarkably  fb  with  refpeft  to  family  religion ; 
and  particularly  with  refpeft  to  femily  worftiip. 
Erayer  obtwn$  from  the  Lord  influences  of  light, 
whereby  we  are  made  to  underftand  his  word  t 
and  diicoveries  of  the  Lord  in  the  word  fi|I  our 
moaths  with  the  high  praifes  of  the  Lord.  Let 
no  man  therefore  ieparate  thefe  which  the  Lord 
has  joined*       i 

2*  Ye  betray  aai^ghtinefi  of  heart.  '  A  fincere 
heart  counts  God's  comtmands  all  of  them  tabc 
right  concerning  all  things.  They  who  have  not 
a  refpefV  to  all  the  Lord's  commands^  (hall,  when 
they  are  tried,  be  expoled  to  juft  0iame  and  con- 
tempt, P(al.  cxi«  6>.  Now,  while  ye  thus  |Mck 
out  (b  me,  and  rejeft  others,  ye  praflicaliy  declare 
how  naughty  your  heart  is* 

3>  Ye  trample  upon  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
hi  the  command.  He  that  bteaks  otieis guilty  of 
alt  If  the  Lord*s  authority  were  the  motive  that 
induced  you  to  do  the  one  prt  of  this  duty,  it 
would  alfo  prevail  with  you  to  do  the  other.  If 
the  true  reafbn  why  y^  read  a  chapter  Ibmedme 
in  youF  family,  were  becaiife  the  Lord  coixmunds 
it,  yo  ^^ould,  for  the  very  lame,  reafbn,  .pray  in 
your  fa^nilies.  It  Is  not  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
that  fticks  vi^ith  you,  Qtherwife  it  would  be  In  all 
refpefis  of  the  ljk&>aiid  equal  conilderation  and 
weigl^t  yirh  you*   Thfe-  is  not  that  which  prevails 

widi 
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.-usithyou,    and  thercfdrer.yo awguilty  of  fignal 
>contempt  of  the  Locd«    .  ^ 

/-  .4.  Tfelofe  evca  what  ye  d<x  God  will  haye  it 
all  or  uone.  Ye  muft  either  rcodv©orrej<cft  all  his  « 
kivs.  He  will  allow  namsn  n>  pi(k  and  chufe  ; 
■and  £nce  yt  are  nor  clear  for  aU^  ye  will  be  no 
better  of  all  the  lengths  ye  go.  Inftead  therefore 
of  a  reward  for  wl»t  ye  Jiasre  done,  ye  may  ex- 
peft  to  be  fent  to  the  pit  for  what  has  beep  left 
undone. 

Thirdly f  This  doftrine  readies  a  fad  and  fliarp 
reproof  to  the  total  negleftera  pf  family  religioaw 
And  even  of  this  fort  there  are  dot  a  few.  Some 
there  are^  iiinay  be,  hearing,  who  have  lived  fome 
ten,  fome  twenty  years  and  upwards  in  a  family^ 
aad  nefver  a  word  all  the  while  of  any  thing  like 
fiimily  religfioa..    To  fuch  we  lay, 

1.  Yc  are  going  in  thedear  way  to  deftruftion, 
You  heard  us  prove,  from  the  fnoll  folid  fcripture 
evidence,  that  yrhere  thexe  i$  heart  fmcerity,  any 
thing  of  real  perfonal  godUoefi^  there  will  be  alfq 
a  confcientiotts  c^e  to  maintain  the  worfiiip  of God^ 
and  all  the  parts  of  family  religion. 

2.  As  if  that  wer&not  eaougb,  ye  da  what  ifi 
you  lies,  to  ruin  the  fouls  of  your  children  an<} 
femllies.  He  .as  really  iagoHty  of  the  murder  of 
Ijis  fon  or  Jfervant,  who  negleSs  hiis  inftruSioil^. 
a»  he  is  who  ftahs  a  dagger  to  his  heart*^ 

3.  What  ia  you  lies  ye  do  to  fruftrat^  the  goCr 
pi,  and  make  miailiers  lofo  theif  pains.  Ttn^  If 
t^e  gofpel  like  tobe  (uccefslul  towtuds  the  Alvaiiofl^ 
of  fouls,  when  €very  one  doth  his  parr.  But  y^ 
ai^fo  &r  iixMn  farthering  th^  gol^eC  that  ye  jiukii 
iSiie  with*  thft  god  of  tbts.woild,  in  bUndfolding^ 
tlie  diildren  of  men,  leA  thci  glorioMS  light  ei^  tW 
gf;>(|dLibou]di8iin^iQto.th^.ixm)4}%«      .  ^ 

-  *     \^  4.  Ve 
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•  4.  Tc  fin  againft  the  Lord  with  a  hig^  hand  : 
ye  ^y  apon  the  matter,  that  he  {hall  not  dwell 
in  yourhoutc,  when  ye  rofufe  to  invite  him  jn> 
and  to  urge  hb  ftay. 

Fourthly y  To  thoft  this  doArtne  reaches  a  re* 
buke^  who  not  only  oegkfl:  fiuniiy  rdigion,  ,bat 
who,  I  may  lay,  maintain  femily  irreUgion,  and 
inftruA  their  &miiie$  to  negle&  the  Lord  and  his 
firvice. 

1.  By  the  neglect  of  family  worfiiip/  Children 
and  (ervantSy  ^ho  n^ver  lee  any  thing  like  the 

'  wpiihip  of  God  in  the  ftmiiies  whereiii  they  live, 
and  who  are  Aot  inftraffed  in  the  way  oCthe  Lord, 
are  thereby  laid  open  to  thecondoft  of  their  own 
hearts^  and  taught  aUb  to  negleft  it. 

2.  By  example  of  many  parents,  children  aiyl 
iervants  are  taught  tb  go  a  greater  lei^th  :   not 
only  fee  the  worlhip  of  God  neglcftcd,  family  re- 
Itgion  trifled  over  and  flighted ;  bu^  they  fee  their 
parent$  and  mafters  livuig  carelefi  of  perfbnal  re- 
lig}on>  cteg1e£tingfecret  prayer,  reading  the  word  r 
nay,  more,  living  in  the  pradice  of  known  fin, 
drinking,  Avearing,  (peaking  pro&nely.    Here  19 
the  eicamnle,  and  readily  is  it  folk^wed  bjr  corrupt 
nature.    Children  and  fervants  arc  ready  to  write 
after  this  copy,  *Jer.  xliv,  1 6, 1 7.  As  for  the  word 
that  thou  hajffpoken  to  us  m  the  nofiic  of  the  LorJ^ 
lue  will  not  hearken  unto  thee,     Sut^wc  wHl  fCT'* 
tainly  do  whatjbever  thhig  goeth  out  (^  our  own 

.fhouthy  to  hum  incehfe  to  the  queen  of  hem^n^  and 
to  pour  out  drink^offeringi  unto  her^  tts  we  have 
done,  we  and  our  fathers,  our  kings,  and  our 
frinces  in  theeitiet  ofjudah,  andftreets  ofjtru^ 
Jktem ;  for  then  had  we  plenty  of  vichtals,>  and 
were  welly  andfaw  no  evil. 
3.  Children  avc  not  only,  by  many,  parents, 

drawn 
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drawn  on  to  fin,  but  by  Ipme  even  cheriflied  in  it. 
While  they  laugh  af,  and  excufi:,.  and  fbmcrimcs 
telmpt  their  children  to  iniquity.  . 

4.  Children  are  milled  by  parents  rtbtcorreft- 
ing  them,  and  that  ieverely  for  fin.  F6Uy  is  bowfd 
up  in  the  heart  of  a  child y  but  the  r&d  ef  corrrHion 
iuill  drive  it  avHiy  :  and  therefore  he  that  fpares 
the  rod  hates  thtu  child,  Eli  ftands  a  monument  of 
xht  terrible  confequences  of  indulgence  of  chiidren 
in  ill. 

• '  Theft  and  fuch  ways  do  many  in  our  day  teach  • 
both  children  and  fervants  irreligion.     Now,  to 
filch  we  lay, 

'  (i.)  Is  it  not  enoggh  that  ye  yourselves  join  ir 
file  with  Satan,  but  will  ye  thus  draw  others  into 
the  confederacy  I  Ye  are  not  only  agaiaft  the 
Lord,  but  ye  arc  ringleaders  in  the  way  to  de- 
ftruftlon.  ' 

(2.)  Not.content  to  draw  others,'yedrive  your  ; 
children  and  ferVants  to  fin  :  and  is  it  not  enough 
to  deftroy  your  own  fouls  unlefi  ye  openly  and 
evidently  murder  your  families  ? 

(3.)  Is  it  not  enough  that  ye  banirt)  God  your 
houfe,  but  will  ye  banifh  him  the  world  ?  This 
IS  the  phin  tendency  of  what  ye  do.  Ye  are  as 
they  who  poifon  a  fountain.  By  polfoning  your 
children  and  feirvants,  ye  poifon,.  it  may  be,  thofS 
who  are  to  be^he  heads  of  many  families,  and 
thereby  Ipread,  or  at  leaft  contribute  your  utmoft 
toward  the  Ipreading  dcftruAion  through  the  world, 
and  that  to  all  fucceeding  generations.^ 
•  Finally y  That  I  may  Ihut  up  this  ufe  of  reproofj 
we  (hall  put  all  the  four  forts  of  perfons  we  have 
named  together,  "rfttd  we-have.a  fourfo-d  heavy 
charge  againft  them. 

I.  AVe  fay,  ye  are  guHty  of  horrid  cruelty.  Hc/ 

H  h  rr         A       ly 
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i\aX  <lpth'tiot  what  io  him  lie5..ft>r  preventiiig  fibi 
Ui  his  neighbour,  baresj  him,  la  God's  ^  account^ 
,  in.  his  heart.  Thou  Jhalt  mthate  thy  irofher  i^ 
ihin^  heart  r  th^ouJbaH  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy  nelgh^ 
hour^  and  np$  fuffer  fin  upon  him.  Lev.  xix.  17. 
Aad  he  that  hates  bis  brother  in  the  leaft  degree, 
is  by  purL-orcl  accounted  a  mur<3ercr,  and  adjudg- 
f d  to  puniibm^nt,  Mattb.  v.ai.  Naw,  accords 
ing  to  this  law,  and  righteous  it  is,  ye  are  guilty 
of  dreadful  cruelty ;  not  agairrft  an  enemy,  but 
5ggiuft  yea  fripnd^;  not  againft  yeiv  neighbour, 
but  your  pwn  children ;  not  againft  their  bo- 
dies, but  their  (buis.  To  negleft  a  due  care  of 
tbe)Ti,  is  to  murder  tbeir  fouls;,  and  verily  ye 
have-  the  blood  of  tbrir  fouls  on  you. 

2.  Ye  are  guiUy  of  the  moft  horrid  perjury, 
flow  oft  have  forne  of  you  Iwprn,  with  hands  lift* 
cd  up  to  the  riioft  high  God,  before  mgny  wit* 
nefles.  to  ferve  the  Lord,  ta^j'prihjp  him  1  Eve- 
ry child  ye  have  bapti2;ed,  ye  fbl^ranly  vowed  to 
ferve  the  Lord,  ana  to  cawJe  your  houfes  to  do  fuw 
But  all  the  vows  of  God  crannot  tie  you-  W'ell,^ 
the  time  haftens  on  apac©,  \yhen  6ie  breach  of 
(bkfnn  vows  of  thi$  nature  will  fall  heavy  uppq 
you,  and  the  Lord  will  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his 
covenant*  And  furely  this  will  end  in  your  utter 
deftruftion.  . 

3.  Ye  are  guilty  of  denying  the  &ith,  and  are 
indeed  worfe  than  infidels,  1  Tip,  v.  &.  Put  if 
any  man  provide  hot  fir  his  own,  an^ejpecially 
for  thofe  of  this  qwn  houfi^  he  hath  denied  the 
faith t  and  is  tjnorfi  than  an  infidel.  Now,  (ure, 
if  he  who  n^efts  the  care  of  hia  hbufe  in  tempo- 
rals, be  guilty  of  this,  much  wore  he  wht>  i^  guil- 
ty this  way  In  fpirituals. 

4.  Ye 
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4*  Ye  are  guilty  of  an  horrid  rcjbftibn  tS  tte 
Lord  and  his  yoke,  ia  that, 

( X .)  Ye  will  not  ftoop  to  his  authority  in  til  Jms 
commands. 

(2.)  In  that  yc  opcaily  contemn  his  authority 
before  children, and  (ervante,  and  iqjourners.  And> 

(3.)  Ye  induce  others  to  do  the  like;  and,  at 
Jeaft,  by  yocir  example,  do  encourage  others  10 
contemn  the  Lord ;  and  that  fuch  as  ai^  mofl^ 
Jikely  to  be  Avayed  by  it,  and  eveq  fuch  as  you 
are  elpecialiy  bound  to  traia  up  in  the  Lord's  fcrvice. 
.  Now,  (urely,  when  thefe  four  are  taken  toge- 
ther, as  they  are  ground  of  a  juft  rfeproof ;  fo  they 
will,  if, repentance  prevent  not,  be  a  jull  ground 
for  a  terrible  fcntence  in  the  great  day ;  and  there- 
fore cor^fider  of  it  in  time,  and  betake  youi  fclves 
to  the  Lord  by  the  exercife  of  repeatance.  But 
this  I  leave. 

IV.  Ufc.     Of  Exhortation. 

It  now  only  remains,  that  we  improve  this  truthr 
in  a  way  of  exhortation.  Is  it  (b,  that^ci^  as  are 
thcmfelves  Jincerdy  religious^  'iuill  be  confclent'toufi 
fy  careful  to  maintain  famify  religion?  then  fiire* 
ly  ail,  as  they  would  not  be  thought  either  irrcli* 
gious,  or  unfound  in  religion,  are  obliged  to  main* 
tain  family  religion. 

.  Maflers  of  families,  I  (hall  here  addreis  you  im 
a  ^natter  of  the  higbcfl  cofncernmen  t  i;o  your  fouls^r 
and  thofe  of  your  fomily :  let  up  family  religion^* 
make  conicience  of  it  in  all  its  parts  ^  and  be  in 
tiarneft  in  this  matter,  \ve  b^ieech  and  obtdt 
you :  for, 

I.  The  Lord  commands  you  to  do  fo.     The 

authority  of  God  enjoining  it  in  all  its  parts,  will 

be  motive  enough  to  any  who  have  fubje(5ied  i;hem- 

Hh  2  ^      \  felves 
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fclvesunto  dje  Lord,  taken  Ijis  yoke  upon  them, 
ahd  (urrendered  thcmfetve^  to  ))is.conduft.  I  need 
not  ftand  to  jnnention  particular  teftimbnies  for 
proof  of  this,  having  already  done  it  in  the  doftrt- 
nal  part  of  this  difcourfe  :  I  (hall  only  add  that 
one  exhortation!  of  Mofes  the  manof  dod,  to  the 
people  of  Ifrael,  Deut.  iv.  9.  Only  take  heed  to 
^hfi^ff  ^^d,  keep  thy  foul  diligently  y  left  thou  for- 
get^he  things  which  thine  eyes  have/een,  and  left 
they  depart  from  thy  heart  all  the  days  of  thy  life: 
but  teach  them  thy  fons  and  thy  Jons  fens. 
•  II.  For  yoiir  upftirring  to  this  duty,  confi- 
der,  that  as  the  whole  of  religion  is  a  reafon- 
able  fervice,  lb  this  in  particular  is  highly  (b.  The 
Lord  demands  nothing  that  can  be  denied,  vrith- 
out  the  mofV  unreaibnabk  wickedne(s  and  the 
beijght  of  injuftice.' 

Firft^  Surely  there  is  nothing  more  realbnablc 
than  family  inftruftion.  Doft  thou  think  it  rea- 
fbnabie  that  thou  feed  and  clothe  thy  children  and 
iervants  ?  and  is  it  not  fully  as  much  reaibnable 
that  thou  fhouldll  ixiftrudl  them  in  the  things  that 
belong  to  their  everlafting  peace  ?  Sure  it  is. 
But  to  clear  this  yet  a  little  further,  take  only  thcfe 
few  particulars  to  confideration. 

J .  -Your  children  are  all  born  ignorant,  like  the 
nvild  ajs*s  colt,  Job  xi.  1 2.  Children,  as  when 
born  they  know  not  the  ways  and  means  of  main- 
taining themfclves  in  natural  life,  fb  they  are  ig- 
norant of  all  that  concerns  their  fpiritual  life.  Nor 
can  they  underftand  how  to  live,  without  they 
be  taught,  far  lefs  how  to  provide  for  the  life  of 
their  fouls.  - 

2.  As  they  have  riot  knowlege,fb  this  their  ^ant 
of  it  mufl:  be  ruining  to  them,*  if  Apt  made  up  by 
leafbnable  iiiftruftibn :   that  the  foul  be  widxout 

know- 
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knowlege  is  not  good.  A  man  cannot  be  with- 
out tiie  knowlege  of  what  concerns  the  preftnt  life,, 
without  co;ifiderable  prejudice,  fat  lefs  without 
the  knowlege  of  thofe  things  that  concern  the  life 
of  his  foul.  The  Lord  comes  in  flaming  fircy  to 
take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  go/pel;  luho  fljali  be  punijhcd  with  e^ 
verldfling  defiru^ion  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lordy  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  aThe/T.  i.  8. 

3.  Some  one  or  other ,  therefore  muft  inflruft 
your  families  \k\  the  knowlege  of  God,  elfe  they 
perifh  eternally.  Knowlege  of  thefe  things  is  ab-. 
iblutely  neceffary,  and  how  can  they  get  this, 
Uiilels  fbme  body  teach  them  ?  Nay,  I  may  fay, 
not  only  is  inftruftion  requifite,  but  a  confider- 
able  care  and  diligence  is  necefTary,  Religion^, 
and  the  truths  that  concern  it,  are  not  all  to  be 
karncd  at  one  leflTon.  Nay,  but  it  will  reiquire 
frequent  inftruftions :  Precept  muji  be  upon  pre- 
cept, line  upon  line,  and  here  a  little  and  there  a 
little.     There  muft  be  a  fpeaking  of  the  things 

•  of  God  when  we  go  out  and  when  we  .come  in,; 
when  we  fit  down  and  when  we  rife  up,  as  it  is 
enjoined,  Deut.  vi,  6,  ^tc.  if  we,  would  have  them 
to  flick.  So  dull  is  man,  that  he  is  not  taught 
the  eafiefl:  arts  or  fciences  without  great  pains^ 
much  lefs  is  it  then  to  be  expeftcd,  that  beftiould 
learn  fupernamral  and  divine  truth,  without  much 
care  about  his  inflruftion. 

4.  As  children  want  naturally  the  knowlege  oC 
God,  which  yet  they  muft  have  or  perilh,  and 
which  they  cannot  obtain  without  they  be  infl:ru<Si:-- 
ed ;  fo  none  are  in  fuch  cafe,  and  fb  much  con-, 
cerned  to  inftruft  them  as  parents.     For, 

(i.)  None  are  fo  nearly  related  \o  them  as  pa-. 

rents  are.    Man,  .wom^,  what  is  thy  child  but  a. 

r  Hh  3  piece 
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piece  of  thyfelf  ?  And  who  to  much  concerned 
to  have  every  tbrng  that  is  needful  provided  for 
tfeee  as  thou  thyfelf  art  and  ought  to  be  ? 

'  (2.)  None  have  fuch  a  fair  ojSportunity  as  thou 
|iaft.  For  it  13  but  little  others  can  be  with  them, 
but  thoq  art  with  them  when  they  lie  down  and 
fife  up,  go  out  and  come  in,  and  fb  haft  the  bcft 
and  moft  opportunities  for  this  end. 

(3.)  None  eHe  have  fuch  acccfi  to  know  the 
temper  of  children  and  fervanti,  and  this  goes 
z  great  way  ia  the  inftruftion  of  children  and  o- 
thers.  They  who  know  their  tempers  and  capa- 
cities arc  in  beft  caft  to  deal  with  ttiem. 

(4.)  None  arc  like  to  prevail  fo  far  with  them, 
b^cauft  none  has  (uch  an  intereft  in  their  affefti- 
ohs  The  more  we  love  the  matter,  the  better 
will  bis  leflon  be  learned. 

(5.)  None  are  like  to  be  fb  much  the  better  for 
it,  if  tiiy  children  and  fervants  be  inftrufted  in  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  as  thou.  To  whom  will  the 
profit,  to  whom  will  the  comfort  come  ?  Smely 
to  thee.  Prov,  x^  i.  A  ixji/e  fon  makeih  a  glad 
.  ^ath,er, 

'  (6  )  None  are  fb  much  concerned,  becauie  none 
are  like  fo  to  frnart  by  it,  if  thy  children  or  fer- 
Vants  mifcarry.  Afoolljh  fin  is  tie  heavinefs  tf 
■  hh  mothei^y  trov.  x.  i.  And  frequently,  a  fon 
thatcaujethjhamehxh^  name  given. to  fuch.  Now, 
to  whom  doth  he  caufe  (hame  and  fbrrow.^  is  it 
not  to  his  parents  ?  Surely  it  is  :  Faf  he  that  be* 
gctteth  a  fool  doth  It  to  hhforrow^  Prov.  xvii.  21. 
Many  other  confideratipns  I  might  add,  tofhew 
none  fb  much  concerned,  nor  fb  much  obliged 
as  parents  and  maflrers  of  farmilics,  in  regard  of 
the  dependence  of  children  and'fervants  upoa 
th^m,  and  in  regard  of  the  accefs  they  have  to 

^       .      deal 
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lyith  j5rejudices.     But  I  proceed, 

Secondly,  K6r  is- family  worffiip  Icfi  reafonahfe 
than  family  itiftrtiftion.    For, 

1.  There. is  in  every  family,  atid,  I  may  (ay, 
"teVery  day  a  viJfiWe  ground  for  iff  in  all^  tts  parts,. 

Every  family  Is  daily  foaded  with'  new  mercies 
tha't  are  common  to  all  the  family,  and  redound 
tb  the  advantage  of  the  whole ;  fareiy  then,  it  is 
but  reafonable  that  there  (hpuld  be  an  acknow- 
Idgement  of  the  Lord  as  the  author  of  thofe  ^mcr- 

.  cies ;  and  his  goodnefi  fhould  be  celebratein  (bngs 
of  praife.  Every  day  family  fins  are  ;  and  there- 
ibre  need  there  is  of  pardon,  of  confcffion,  of  re- 
pentance, family  wants  call  ftill  for  family  flip- 
•plications :  and  the  fnares,  dangers,  and  dark- 
neis  of  the  way,  require  a  daily  attendance  to  the 

'  'D^ord,  9S  the  unerring  gu;de  of  your  way. 

2.  As  there  is  daily  reaibn  for  all  the  parts  df 
'It,  (b  there  is  a  reafbn  fbr  a  jdint  and  public  per- 
forniance  of  all  thofe  duties. 

(r.)  All  the  family  are  ^'itneflTes  of  the  Lord's 
goodnefs,  in  his  bcfVowing  mercies  \  of  his  juftic6  in 
inflifting  ftrokes ;  of  their  own  fins,  and  wants, 
and  darknefs  :  and  therefore  we  oug^ht  publicly, 
and  together,  to  acknowlege  God's  goodnefs  and 
5uftice,  and  our  faith  in  his  merc^  and  bounty. 
Since  the  family  are  witneffcs  of  the  one,  they 
'Ought  to  be  (b  of  the  other  alio. 

(2.)  Since  in  your  family  capacity  ye  do  rejoici 
foroneanother,andfbrrow  withoneanother;  fince^ 
1  fay,  ye  fhould  bear  a  part  with  each  other,  both 
in  prayer  and  praifes,  there  ought  to  bfc  a  public 
teftlfication  of  this,  and  ye  ought  to  join  together 
fbr  this  end. 

3.  Mafters  of  families  fhould  undoubtedly  ac* 

Hh  4  quaint 
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quaint  all  in  their  family  '^^ith.  the  CJod  of  their 

fathers ;  and  no  way  fb  effefliual  for  this  end,  as 
tp  bring  them  all  and  frequently  to  thie  Lord  in 
the  duties  of  his  own  appointment,  in  which  his 
power  and  glory  are  to  be  feen. 

4.  All  who  have  famille$  Ihoijid,  be'fore  the 
world,  own  tlierrifelves  every  way  dependent  on 
the  Lord,  and  acknpwUge  him  in  all  their  iimy^. 
And  this  is  the  trjue  way  to  anfwer  their  duty  in 
this  matter. 

Thirdly^  There  is  foil  as  good  reafbn  for  fa- 
mily government,  as  for  any  of  the  reft.     For, 

1 .  To  glorify  God,  and  to  enjoy  him,  is  the  chief 
end  of  man,  and  that  which  he  ought  to  aim  at; 
as  in  all  other  things  that  he, doth,  fo  particularly 
in  cntermg  into  family  fbciety.  Our  families  fure- 
ly,  and  all  our  concerns  fhould  be  fb  ordered  as 
to  contribute  fbme  way  toward  the  furtherance  of 
our  eternal  advantage. 

2.  This  end  can  never  be  obtained,  unlefs  ail 
in  the  family  be  tied  to  walk  according  to  that 
rule,  which  the  Lord  has  given  us,  as  the  way 
toward  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf. 

3.  Any  in  the  family  who  walk  not  according 
to  the  Lord's  will  in  this  matter,  they  do  counter- 
Aft  that  which  all  the  family  fhould  defign  ;  and 
therefore  if  they  will  perfifV  in  that  courfe,  they 
ought  to  be  expelled  the  family.  In  a  word,  to 
be  fbmewhat  more  plain,  what  ca17.be  more  rea- 
fonable,  than  that  all  who  live  in  your  family, 
fhould  be  obliged  to  look  to  the  advantage  of  the 
family ;  and  that  fiich  as  will  not  do  fb,  fhould 
be  turned  out  of  it  ?  And  furely  every  fin  allow- 
ed, has  a  vifible  tendency  to  bring  down  ruin  on 
the  family.  T^ow,  this  jjiuch  for  the  iecond  mo- 
tive J  We  proceed  to  a 

IIL  As 
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III.  As  the  Lord's  command,  and  the  reafon- 
ableneis  of  the  thing  (hould  haVe  weight, '  lb  I 
would  have  you  conllder  next,  that  this  is  a  path 
thc^Lord's  people  have  in^all  generations  trode.  If 
thou  expcft  to  have  their  end,  thou  muft  walk  in 
their  wa'y,  and^^o  by  the  footjieps  of  the  flock^ 
and  furely  they  will  all  lead  you  to  a  carefitl  at- 
tendance upon  the  Lord  in  the  whole  of  this  du- 
ty. To  which  of  the  faints  will  ye  turn,  if  ye 
mean  to  countenance  yourlelf  in  a  negleft-  of  this  i 
Sure  none  of  them.  You  will  find  godly  Abra- 
ham, we  have  frequently  cited,  Jacob  and  Jo(hu^ 
Job  and  David  we  have  already  mentioned  alip^ 
and  they  are  followed  by  the  laints  in  all  genera- 
tions. 

IV.  Confider  that  a  due  care  for  the  maifiite- 
nance  of  family  religion  is  neceflary.  For  evinc- 
ing your  Cncerity,  would  ye  be  (atisfied  that  .the 
world  look  on  you  as  either  void  of  all  religioq, 
or  not  found  in  it  ?  And  what  peace  do  ye,  can 
ye  promife  ypurfelves,  while  confcience  has  this 
to  throw  in  your  teeth,  that  ye  live  cither  in  th« 
negleft,  or  foperficial  performance  of  a  known 
duty  ?  How  can  ye  fatisfy  any  other,  or  3w>urlelvcs, 
that  ye  have  any  regard  at  all  to  that  fura  of  the 
(econd  table  of  the  law,  that  requires  you  to  love 
your  n€lghh(iur' as  yourfdf :  I  (ay,  who  will  be- 
lieve that  the  man  will  love  his  neighbour  ias  him- 
ielf,  who  loves  not  his  child,  his  ftrvant  ?  And 
who  will,  or  can  juftly  believe,  that  thou  loveft 
child  or  iervant,  while  thou  fakes  no  care  of  their 
fouls  ?  It  is  impolTible  that  thou  canft  fctisfy  ei- 
ther others,  or  yourfelves,  that  ye  are  in  earned 
about  religion,  while  ye  fail  here. 

V.  For  thy  further    excitement,   know,  that 
the  vows  of  God  are  upon  you  to  this  matter. 

Ye 
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Ye  are  ibleniply  Tworn,  not  only  when  ye  your- 
fclves  were  offered  %o  the'  Lord,  but  when  ye  of' 
fcred  )rour  children  ;  and  when  ye  were  nrrarried 
alfo,  then  ye  entered  the  relation,  and  then  ye 
engaged  to  all  the  duties  that  it  doth  draw  after 
h.  Now,  can  ye  bear  the  reproach  of  perjury, 
of  breach  of  fblemn  vow»  to  the  Lord  ?  Now, 
here  there  is  a  fignal  defeft,  and  here  I  xvonld 
pat  a  queftion  to  you  all  who  have  thus  engaged 
to  a  performance  of  all  duties.  When  ye  did  vow, 
were  ye  really  refolvcd  to  da  what  ye  promifed  ? 
if  not,  ye  have  mocked  Gpd  after  the  boldeft 
manner.  If  ye  were  then^  what  has  altered  your 
refolurion  ?  Mind,  God  has  no  pleafure  in  fools ; 
and  the  man  who  /ball  afcend  to  the.  hill  of  Ccd^ 
h  he  that  Jhueareth  and  changeth  not. 

VI.  Confider  the  great  advantages  which  at- 
tend confcientlous  diligence  in  performing  this 
s  duty,  and  that  to  yourfelycj,  your  children,  your 
fcrvantSy  and  the  public* 

Firfif  I  fty,  Ye  (hall  be  gainers*  Every  part 
of  religion  has  its  own  reward.  GodRnefi  is  pr^- 
jitahle  for  all  things  s  and  every  piece  of  it  is 
{profitable  for  fon«e  valuable  end  and  purpofe, 
I»<Jow,  this  remarkable  part  of  religion  is  profit- 
afele  for  thyfelf  many  ways  :  for, 

I.  In  all  the  duties  of  family  religion,  diou 
may  ft  have  communion  with  the  Lord,  whofaid 
not  to  the  feed  of  Jacoby  Seek  ye  me  in  vain.  He 
never  bid  his  pteple  (et  about  any  duty,  but  that 
wherein  he  was  to  be  enjoyed.  And  there  are 
this  day  on  God's  earth  fome  who  can  (ay,  as 
in  the  fight  of  God,  That  fome  of  the  fweeteft 
ppportunities  they  ever  had  on  earth,  were  family 
pccalions ;  and  that  never  did  they  more  remark-  ' 
ably  enjoy  the  Lord's  prefence^  than  in  family 

jvorfhip* 
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•worlhlp-  Some  of  confiderable  quality  wc  have 
kno\yn  go  into  eternity,*  bleffing  God  for  family 
religion,  and  others  will  do  fb. 

2.  it  is  the  way  for  thee  to  win  fouls,  And  this 
is  of  great  advantage  to  thee.  He  that  winneth 
fbuls,  is  wift  ;  an4  they  luho  furH  many  io  righ^ 
Uoufnefiy  jhalljhine  as  the  [fan  in  the  firmament 
for  ever  and  ever.  •  And  furely,  if  thou  win  a 
(bul  of  a  fon  or  (ervant,  thou  (halt  have  the  ad- 
vantage and  comfort^  of  it  doubly.  To  have  con- 
tribute toward  the  falvation  of  any,  .gives  much 
pleafare ;  much  more  to  have  done  (b  toward-thc 
advantage  of  a  child  or  fervent.  *  Again, 

3.  If  thou  art  fucccsful,  and  doft  gain*them, 
(yrcly  it  redounds  to  thy  advantage ;  for  it  wiU 
conciliate  and  engage  their  affeftion  much  to  thec^ 
lay  a  powerful  enforcement  to  obedience  on  them, 
and  engage  them  ta  improve  their  intcreft  at  the 
throne  of  grace  on  your  behalf,  and  procare  a 
bleffing  from  the  Lord  to  thy  family. 

4.  If  they  be  not  engaged,  yet  thy  reQ)eft  to 
God,  inwitneff.ng  for  him,  and  cleaving  t6  Kim, 
when  tempted  by  lb  ftrong  a  difcouragtfment  as 
the  univerfal  backwardnefe  of  thy  family  is^  ihall 
not  go  without  a  reward. 

5.  Surely,  fince  the  Lord,  we  find,  would 
blefs  a  family  for  the  {ake  of  a  religious  (ervant^ 
as  we  find  the  Lord  blefled  Potiphar's  fcoufe  for  . 
Jofeph's  fake,  Qtvi.  xi^xix.  5.  and  Laban'S'  houfe 
for  Jacob's  fake,  he  will  no  lefs,  if  not  more,  blefi 
a  houfe  on  accountof  a  religious  mafterof  afkmily, 

6.  It  is  the  true  way  to  obtain  honour  and  re- 
/pe£l  from  the  Lord,  and  even  intimacy  with  him^ 
This  put  Abraham  on  God's  (ecrets,  Gen.  xviii. 
i8^  When  God  was  to  do  a  great  work  of  ju-» 
ftice,  he  would  not  conceal  it  fi-ora  Abraham,  bcr 

^       .   caufe 
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caufe  hie  was  one  that  would,   he  kntw,    make 
confcience  in  particular  of  this  duty. 

Finally y  The  true  method  to  make  dutiful  chil- 
dren and  ftrvants,  is  to  engage  them  to  God's 
way.  If  once  they  come  to  have  a  due  regard 
for  the  Lord,  they  will  learn  (bon  to  pay  a  due 
reipeft  to  parefits  and  mafters» 

Secondly  f  This  family  religion  will  be  no  lefi 
profitable  to  thy  chilclren  ;  arid,  3^e  knbw,  their 
gain  (hould  be  accounted  gain  by  you.  Every 
-parent  (hould  be  of  John's  mind,  third  epiftle, 
ver..  4.  /  have  no  greater  joyj  than  to  hear  ihat 
.  my, children  walk  in  the  truth  i  and  that  particu- 
larly,, becaufe  it  contributes  to  their  advantage, 
and  that  many  ways. 

X.  It  is  God's  way,  the  means  of  his  appoint- 
ment toward  their  engagement  in  the  Lord's  way. 
Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  Jhould  go  ,•  and 
when  he  is  old' he  will  not  depart  from  it,  Prov. 
xxii.  ^/  The  way  to  engage  thetli  to  the  Lord, 
is,  to  bring  them  up  In  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord,  Eph.  vi.  4.  And  what  can  be  (b  much 
to  their  advantage,  as  peace  and  acquaintance 
,  with ,  God,  whereby  good  Ihall  come  to  them, 
in  time,   and  to  eternity  ? 

2.  If  this  be  oot  reached,  yet  it  Is  a  way  that 
V^ill  not  readily  fail  of  keeping  them  frorn  runm/ig 
-  to  the  fame  excefi  of  riot  with  others^  whereby 
they  make  themlelves  a  difgrace  to  their^parents, 
^  and  all  concerned  in  them.  It  would  be  a  check 
to  them;  whereby  they  might  be  kept  from  ad- 
venturing upon  thefe  bold  heights  that.fome  run 
to.  I  remember  the  noble  lord  Ruflel,  fbn  to  the 
marquis  of  Bedford,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  fcaffold, 
July  21.  1683.  bleffes  God  for  religious  educati- 
on.   "  For,  lays  he,  even  when  I  mindfed  it  leaft, 

*'  it 
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**  it  ftill  hung  about  me,  and  gave  me  checks, 
**  and  hath  now  for  many  years  lb  influenced 
**  and  pofleffed  me,  that  I  feel  the  happy  efFeftg 
**  of  it  in  this  my  extremity.** 

3.  Though  the  advantage  rnay  nc:ver  be  feen 
by  you,  yet  it  may  lay  a  foundation  for  their'  hap« 
pineft,  when  far  ftdm  you.  Good  education  may  be 
like  feeds  in  the  ground,  which  may  lie  dead  till  a 
fhowercome,  and  then  it  will  bud  and  bring  forth^ 
fruit.  It  may  be,  when  thy  eyes  are  (hut,  and  thy 
children  in  fbmefar  country,  God  may  tryft  them 
with  fome  awakening  providence,  that  may  put 
life  in  the  feed  thou  halt  fown.  It  is  the  unhap- 
pincfs  of  many  in  this  day,  that  they  are  not  ac- 
quaint with  the  firft  principles  of  religion  ;  and 
therefore,  when  evil  befjils  them  afar  off,  or  a- 
mong  perfbns  ignorant  of  God,  whither  their 
wickednefs  drives  them,  then  there  is  nothing  in 
them  to  work  upon.  Providences  that  are  the 
mofl  roufing,  are  like  fhoweis  falling  upon  earth, 
without  feed  in  it,  that  furely  will  have  no  pro- 

"  duft. 

Thirdly f  We  have  likewife  an  inducement'  to 

*  this,  from  its  advantage  to  fervants.  Servants 
are  called  children  ih  fcripture :  Naaman's  fervants 
call  him  father,  2  Kings  v.  1 3.  and  no  doubt  ^ 
fetherly  care  there  flipuld  be  of  lervants.  They 
are  undoubtedly  at  leafl  to  come  in  amongfl  the 
firfl  rank  of  neighbours,  whom  ye  fhould  love  asr 
yourfelf.    Now,   tHey  have  a  double  advantage, 

1 .  It  is  the  way  to  bring  them  to  laving  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Lord.  •  Abraham  ivill  com- 
mand  his  houfe  after  him^  and  they  Jhall  keep  the 
way  of  the  Lordy  Gen,  xviii.  11. 

2.  .It  is  the  way  to  make  him  ufeful  as  a  fcr- 

'  vaut 
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vant  to  thee ;  and  what  he  4oth  this  way^  is  botJi 
his  advantage  and  thine.  ^ 

3.  When  he  comes  to  be  a  mafter,  it  I^  lUce  to 
engage  him  to  the  (ame  courfe ;  and  this  will  be 
not  only  his,  but  his  pofterity's  advantage.. 

Fourthly^  The  advantage  of  this  to  the  public^ 
both  church  and  ftate,  (hould  invite  you:  for, 
confidei-, 

1 .  Hereby  you  train  up  perfbns  fit  to  fervc  God 
and  their  country  faithfully,  fn  public  employ* 
inents%either  in  church  or  ftate. 

2.  Hereby  ye  propole  a  good  example  to  en- 
gag^  others  to  thofe  ways  that  are  for  the  good 
and  honour  of  the  ftate.  They  that  are  good 
Chriftians,  will  ever  be  good  lubjefts. 

3.  Thou  contributeft  a  notable  part  toward  the 
maintenance  both  of  church  and  ftate,  in  as  much 
as  thou  cndeavoirreft,  as  far  as  thy  power  reaches, 
to  keep  the  fiibjefts  of  either  of  them  up  in  their 
fear  of  God,  and  their  duty  toward  both  church 
and  conxmonw^alth.^ 

VIL  Op  the  other^Tiand,  cbnfider  the  fed  and 
lamentable  confeqocnces  of  a  neglcft  in  this  mat- 
ter, with  relpecl  to  your  children  and  lervants, 
yourfelf  and  the  public. 

Firfiy  }  (ay,  confider.the  Cid  dilad vantages  with 
refpcftunto  the  children  themfelves^.  They  are  left, 

1 .  Deftitute  of  that  which  is  moft  profitable  and 
uleful  for  them,  in  time,  and  afte.r  time:  for 
Codlinefs  is  profitable  for  all  things;^  Jjaving  the 
ftomifes  of  the  life  ihatno'^isy  and  of  that 'which 
is  to  came. 

2.  They  arc  expoftd,  as  it  were,  to  wild  bcafts. 
If  you  will  not  educate  them  in  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  the  d^vii,  and  their  own  corruptions,  will 
educate  thtm  in  the  way  to  hell  j   if  ye  will  not 

teach 
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teach  tbcm  to  pray,  the  devil  will  teach  them  to 
fwear.  A  young  man,  void  of  underftanding,  is  a 
prey  to  every. deftroying  luft.  See  Prov.  vii.  6,7,  etc. 

3.  Not  on-ly  (6^  but  hereby  they  are,  as  it  were, 
hedged  and  &nced  againft  both  ordinances  and 
providences,  through  their  ignorance  of  God,  and 
the  principles  of  religion  ;  they  can  be  bettered 
by  neither  of  them. 

Secondfyi  It  is  (adly  di&dvantagious  with  re- 
Ipcft  unto  the  public:  for, 

J.  The  public  loics  the  u(e  and  advantage, 
which  cither  church  or  (late  might  have  had  by 
them^  if  they  had  been  duly  educate.    Again, 

2.  Inflead  of  being  helpfiil,  they  arc  hurtful,. 

3*  Not  only  hurtful,  but  even  deftruftive  and 
ruining :  for,  to  corrupt  a  family,  is  in  efieft  to 
corrupt  a  nation ;  becauie  a  family  quickly  fpreads 
itftlf,  and  is  like  to  carry  this  plague  along  with  it*  , 

Thirdly^  It  is  ladly  difedvantagious  to  you :  for> 

1 .  It  is  not  like  that  your  children  fhall  prove, 
as  they  other  wife  might,  the  ftay  and  comfort  pf 
your  old  age ;  It  is  not  probable,  that  they  who 
have  not  been  dutifully  ufcd  by  you^  fhall  ule 
you  dutifiilly.  Lycurgus  made  a  law,  that  chil- 
dren, which  ^erc  not  well  educate,  fhould  nor 
provide  for  their  parents  when  old. 

2.  They  are  like  to  procure  thee  fbrrow,  in  as 
much  as  they  are  like  to  run  to  evil,  and  fall  in- 
to mifchief ;  which  will  be  lb  much  the  heavier  to 
thee,  becaufe  thou  art  faulty  in  it.  The  Switzers 
have  a  law,  that  when  children  are  guiitj'^  of  any 
capital  offence,  parents  arc  to  be  the  executioners, 
to  teach  that  they  are  to  bla^ie  in  this  matter. 

3.  They  are  likc^  not  oiJyK)  perilh,  but  to  link 
you  with  them.  They  wiff>be  as  (b  many  mil- 
ftones  tied  about  youi*  necJc/  la  make  you  fmk  the 

*  ,        >^  deeper 
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deeper  under  the  wrath  of  God  ;  and  your  mifery 
will  for  ever  be  increafed,  by  the  accefEon  you 
have  had  to  theirs, 

NoMf,  for  your  help  in  this  duty,  I  fhall  con- 
clude with  two  or  three  advices^. 

17?,  VVould^e  deal  to  any  purpofe  in  this  mat- 
ter ?  Then  be  fiirc  that  ye  be  perfonally  reli- 
gious. 

2J/K,  Begin  early  to  be  (b  ;  put  oflF  no  time, 
but  (et  about  the  ftudy  of  it  now. 

3i/y,  Study  much  the  worth  of  (buis,  the 
worth  of  children  and  fervants  (buls. 

/^thfyy  Learn  well  the  meaning  of  that  com- 
mand, Love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

Finally y  Study  to  be  lively  in  celijgion^  and  then 
ye  will  go  on  without  conftraint. 

Now,  upon  the  whole,  conGder ;    Jnd  if  it 

,  fecm  evil  to  you  this  day  toferve  the  Lordy  chitfi 

ye  whom  ye  ivillferi>e  :  But,  through  grace,  the 

advice  I  give,  I  relblve  to  follow:  But  as  for  me, 

'  and^ny  hmfe^  we  willferve  the  Lord. 


FINIS. 
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